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From the Vicarage 
 

Dear Friends, 

Firstly, apologies, the day for the St Paul’s Evensong on 28th April is Sunday 
and not Saturday as previously advertised. This now includes a short tour of 
the cathedral, but the cost is now £20 to cover travel costs. 

As we enter March, we are in the heart of our Lenten season, but also early 
this year in the last week of March, we move through the dramatic events of 
Holy Week towards our Easter celebration on Sunday 31st March. The new 
Bishop of Bradwell, The Right Reverend Adam Atkinson, will be presiding at 
our sunrise service at St Peter’s Chapel in Bradwell on Sea at 6.30am. Do 
come and meet him. You are also welcome to join us for breakfast after 
the service at the Othona community. 

Halfway through the Lenten season and the month of March, we have a re-
freshment Sunday, which is also Mother’s Day on Sunday 10th March. Do 
come and celebrate our Mother’s with us on this day. Also mentioned in the 
Paper is the Bishop’s Lent Appeal for the Healthcare Ministry in Jerusalem. 

We will also continue with our Lent groups meeting on Monday evenings 
across the Benefice of Churches, on the theme of watch and pray, looking at 
the different themes of tarrying. Do come and join us as we explore what this 
has to say to us in our lives, this Lent.+ 

God bless, 

Reverend Steven  

April Village View 
All copy for the April Village View should be sent to Roger Scurrell 
by phone (776341), posted through the letterbox of 6 St Thomas’ 
Row, Bradwell, or by email to the address below, by March 15th. 

Copy may also be submitted as a text or Microsoft Word or Pub-
lisher file, either on CD or, better still, by email to stthom-
aspcc@btinternet.com. We ask you to limit your article to 300-
350 words and please include a picture. 

We apologise but no articles will be accepted after March 15th.  

If you belong to an organisation that does not yet submit articles for the Village 
View we would like to hear from you even in longhand if you do not have access to 
a computer. Any news you have is always very welcome. 

mailto:stthomaspcc@btinternet.com
mailto:stthomaspcc@btinternet.com
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St Paul’s Cathedral Evensong 
3pm Sunday 28th April 2024 

 
Preacher: Revd Steven Poss 

 
Tickets £20 – Please contact Revd Steven on 

01621 779620 / 07830 150713 or  
email stevenposs@hotmail.com  

 
Coach Leaving Tillingham at 12 noon and will 

return around 6pm. 
 

 

mailto:stevenposs@hotmail.com
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The 2024 Bishop of Chelmsford’s Lent Appeal is raising funds to support the 
Diocese of Jerusalem’s Healthcare Ministry.  
The Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem is home to about 7,000 Anglicans wor-
shipping in 28 congregations across five different countries or territories: Jor-
dan, Palestine, Lebanon, Syria and Israel. 
Inspired by the parable of the Good Samaritan, the ministry of healthcare is an 
important and growing ministry in the Diocese, one offered to those in need 
regardless of race, religion, or ability to pay. The diocese’s healthcare institu-
tions range from homes for the elderly, to therapeutic residential facilities for 
special needs students, to clinics, rehabilitation centres and hospitals.  
The need for support for the Diocese of Jerusalem’s healthcare ministry is par-
ticularly pressing at this time of war in the Holy Land.  
Commenting on this year’s Appeal, The Right Reverend Dr Guli Francis-
Dehqani, The Bishop of Chelmsford said:  
“The funds raised through the 2024 Bishop’s Lent Appeal will help the Diocese 
of Jerusalem continue to offer essential health care to those in need, regard-
less of race, religion, or ability to pay. I am pleased that we are able to contrib-
ute to this important ministry at a time when it is needed more than ever". 
If you would like to support this year’s Bishop’s Lent Appeal there are a num-
ber of ways you can do so: 
Making a donation 
We welcome donations from individuals and churches as well as other groups 
and organisations. 
Donations can be made online or by bank transfer. If you would like to make a 
donation to The Bishop of Chelmsford's Lent Appeal by bank transfer, please 
use the following details: 
 
Chelmsford Diocese Board of Finance / Barclays Bank 
Sort Code: 20-20-35 / Account Number: 60269603 
Reference:  Lent Appeal 24 
Donations will be accepted until 1 July 2024. 
To donate online and to access the resources visit: 
www.chelmsford.anglican.org/lent-appeal or scan the 
QR code.  

http://www.chelmsford.anglican.org/lent-appeal
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News from RAF Bradwell Bay 
The Dengie Peninsular has many WW2 pillboxes, especially near the beaches. 
They must have been built so strong as they have survived about 80 years, but 
what were they about. Of course, they were defences primarily against the real 
threat of invasion. The beaches around the Dengie appear to be a good point 
for an invasion. However, the Germans had done an enormous survey on Brit-
ain and the best prospects for invasion. East Anglia was not favoured by the 
Germans, as mostly there it was agricultural with little of military value, espe-
cially in Essex, Harwich being the only harbour that would have been of use to 
them. The main distraction point was that the ground was very soft on which 
to land vehicles, the famous Essex mud and marshes.  
However, defence had to be made and the land behind the seawall was mined 
and the beach covered in barbed wire. There were times when cattle stood on 
mines and become ‘off ration meat’! Who manned the pillboxes? This was 
shared between the regular army and quite a lot by the Home Guard. For a 
small village I find it amazing that the home guard had so many members.  

 

Bradwell on Sea Home Guard outside the Village Hall 
As well as local defence there was also the airstrip which could be used to 
land aeroplanes and gliders on. The solution to this was the RAF bought in 
many old cars to be laid out on the runway. Most were scrapped, although a  
few were able to be driven on. They were all immobilised. Just think what a ha-
ven this would be today for collectors of vintage cars!                                  P.T.O. 
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 Was this still carried out when the new aerodrome was being constructed, the 
answer is yes but the runway was obstructed but not sure what with. 
On 22nd September a Photo Reconnaissance Unit Spitfire was returning from a 
mission and suffered engine failure near to RAF Bradwell Bay. The pilot, F/O 
Rashleigh, reported: 
Glided down from above cloud and haze and made a semi-B approach on a 
runway on Bradwell Bay aerodrome. Saw runway clearly at 1,000 feet observed 
it to be completely obstructed. Speed and height too slow and low to allow 
turning steeply onto another runway.so flew straight on and force landed in a 
field about 300 yards long. Touched down 50 yards inside at about 95 m.p.h. 
and struck a house at far end of field still travelling very fast. 
This was of course while the new aerodrome was under construction. RAF 
Officers started moving into Bradwell Bay, but the base did not become opera-
tional until April 1942. 
The RAF Bradwell Bay Preservation Group seeks to pre-
serve the history of the RAF in Bradwell on Sea. We are 
planning for a museum near the memorial. You can help 
by donating via our website www.rafbradwellbay.co.uk  

Nature in our Neighbourhood: Bradwell on Sea 
 

A group of about 30 people gather together month-
ly to consider aspects of our natural environment 
with lively debate and cake! Called Nature in our 
Neighbourhood, we have had fascinating talks on 
aspects of nature such as butterflies, bats, sea 
birds, bees, reptiles, the coast line, the history of 
our coast, the fishtraps, local archealogical digs, 
our local organic farm.    
We are hoping to have talks on wildflowers and 
trees in the future.   
We meet in the village hall on the fourth Wednes-
day in the month, starting at 7.30pm.   
You are most welcome to join us! Homemade cake 
and tea are served. Donations welcome. 

We are sponsored by Bradwell BAN (Bradwell Action Network) 
Elizabeth Bayliss  01621 776161 

http://www.rafbradwellbay.co.uk
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The Othona Community March 2024. 
 
Easter Celebration at Othona 
Thursday 28th March - Tuesday 2nd April 
2024 
 
Residential space is available on this event, 
and Day Visitors are always welcome, please 
book for any meals you would like. 
Easter at Othona is always a special time, and 
this year it promises to be even more special. Revd. Gemma Fraser will lead a 
programme which will be very family orientated with egg painting and rolling 
for children (and adults), baking competitions, arts and crafts and much more. 
We start on Maundy Thursday with a Passover meal in the evening. On Friday 
some might like to join the congregation from Bradwell village in their proces-
sion from St Thomas Church to St-Peter-on-the-Wall Chapel, where there will 
be a vigil service. On Easter Sunday we will join with people from the local area 
for a dawn service at the Chapel, followed by a cooked breakfast back at 
Othona. Do contact Othona nearer the time if you would like more information 
and timings of events. 
Arrivals: from 3pm Thursday - first meal is dinner at 7pm. 
Also on Othona’s Programme for March: 
Into the Wilderness - Fri 1 Mar — Sun 3 Mar 2024 
A weekend retreat for Lent led by Revd. Brigid Main 
An Introduction to Woodland Management Fri 15 Mar — Sun 17 Mar 2024 
Join a practical weekend workshop to gain some introductory skills in wood-
land management 
March Working Weekend Fri 22 Mar — Sun 24 Mar 2024 
Come along and join us in preparing for the new season –local volunteers wel-
come, too! 
 
For your diaries: Essex Green Weekend is 14th- 17th June this year, at 
Othona. 
This year the Team at Othona have already made a lively start to 2024. The two 
Half-Term weeks were full of families and fun, with quieter activities such as 
art and jigsaws, and lively time with bottle rockets, beach treasure collecting, 
and even a Valentine’s Day Banquet, with the tables beautifully decorated 
with recycled craft materials, curry prepared by the youngsters, and a fantas-
tic vegan chocolate velvet cake made by volunteer cook George.  

https://www.othonaessex.org.uk/civicrm/event/info?id=2174
https://www.othonaessex.org.uk/civicrm/event/info?id=2172
https://www.othonaessex.org.uk/civicrm/event/info?id=2175
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CHURCH READERS, SIDESMEN, INTERCESSORS AND COFFEE ROTA 

Behind the scenes, planning and preparation always 
takes a fair bit of time for the Trustees, Committee 
Members and Warden/Managers – including a recent 
weekend gathering at the Othona Community’s cen-
tre at Burton Bradstock West Dorset. We are one Community with two Cen-
tres, welcoming the opportunity to get together, share news and views, and 
plan for the next steps for our response to the challenges of Living Christianity 
in an ever- changing world. 
Debbie and Richard Sanders are our Wardens, supported by resident team 
Phil Peter, Amanda and volunteers. Website: www.othonaessex.org.uk, con-
tact bradwell@othona.org, telephone 01621 776564, or visit via the wind-
powered electric gate, collect an exit token to leave. 

Ivan Moody: born June 11, 1964; died January 18, 2024 
Many people in the village will not remember Ivan Moody but we knew him 
when we moved into Bradwell in 1982 and joined the church choir. We sang 
together for many years, even performing some of his early compositions.  

Ivan went on to become a renowned composer, conductor and musicologist. 
He was drawn to the music, spirituali-
ty and liturgy of the Orthodox Church, 
whose music and faith was to play a 
foundational part in his own composi-
tions and life. 

Ivan held various academic posts, 
including Professor of Church Music 
at the University of Eastern Finland 
from 2012 to 2014, and worked exten-
sively as a conductor. A onetime 
member of the choir of the Russian Orthodox Cathedral in London, he subse-
quently served as cantor in both Greek and Bulgarian parishes in Lisbon. In 
2007 he was ordained to the priesthood, becoming rector of the Serbian Or-
thodox Parish of the Transfiguration in Estoril, Portugal.  

Ivan’s mother, Maude, died last year and our thoughts are with Maddy, 
mourning the loss of both brother and mother.  

 

Laurie Main 

 

http://www.othonaessex.org.uk
mailto:bradwell@othona.org
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MARCH 24 SERVICES 

  Time Service Church Readings 

  1st March Friday 

  9.00 Morning Prayer St Thomas Bradwell 
 TBA 

  12:00 
Communion with 

Lunch 
St Lawrence Church 

  3rd Lent 3 
  10:00 Communion St Thomas Bradwell Exodus 20; 1-17  

1 Corinthians 1; 18-
25 

John 2; 13-22   
Psalm 19 

  10:00 Morning Worship St Nicholas Tillingham 
  10:00 Morning Worship St Lawrence Centre 

  15:00 Evening Service St James Dengie 

8th Friday 
9.00 Morning Prayer St Thomas Bradwell TBA 

  10th Lent 4 Mothering Sunday 
  10:00 Communion St Nicholas Tillingham 

Exodus 2; 1-10 
2 Corinthians 1; 3-7 

Luke 2; 3335 
Psalm 34; 1-20 

  10:00 
Morning Café 

Church 
St Thomas Bradwell 

  10:00 Communion St Lawrence Centre 
  18:00 Evening Service St Lawrence Church 

15th Friday 
9.00 Morning Prayer St Thomas Bradwell TBA 

  17th Lent 5 Passion Sunday 
  08:00 Holy Communion St James Dengie 

Jeremiah 31; 31-34 
Hebrews 5; 5-10 

John 12; 20-33 
Psalm 51; 1-13 

  10:00 Communion St Lawrence Church 
  10:00 Morning Worship St Lawrence Centre 
  10:00 Morning Worship St Nicholas Tillingham 
  18:00 Evening Service St Thomas Bradwell 

22nd Friday 
9.00 Morning Prayer St Thomas Bradwell TBA 

  24th Lent 6 Palm Sunday 
  10:00 Communion St James Dengie 

Isaih 50; 4-9 
Philippians 2; 5-11 

Mark 11; 1-11 
Psalm 31; 9-16 

  10:00 Café Church St Thomas Bradwell 
  10:00 Morning Worship St Lawrence Centre 
  10:00 Morning Worship St Lawrence Church 

Evening Service St Nicholas Tillingham   18:00 
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WEEK DAY EVENTS  

  Time Service Church Readings 
  28th Maundy Thursday 

  19:00 
Maundy Thursday 

Service St Thomas Bradwell 

Exodus 12; 1-4, 11-14 
1 Corinthians 1; 23-

26 
John 13; 1-17, 31b-35 

  29th Good Friday 

  10:00 
Around the Cross 

Worship 
St Thomas Bradwell 

Isaiah 52; 13-end of 
53 

Hebrews 10; 16-25 
John 18; 1-end of 19 

Psalm 22 

  11:30 Said Communion St Lawrence Church 

  12.45 
Walk to St Peters 

Chapel 
Meeting at St Thomas 

Church 

  14.00 
Good Friday Ser-

vice 
St Peters Chapel 

  31st Easter Day 

  6.30 
Easter Dawn Ser-

vice 
St Peters Chapel 

  Acts 10; 34-43 
1 Corinthians 15; 1-

11 
John 20; 1-18 

Psalm 118; 1-2, 14-
24 

  10:00 Easter Communion St Thomas Bradwell 
  10:30 Easter Communion St Lawrence Church 
  10:00 Easter Service St Lawrence Centre 
  10:00 Evening Service St Nicholas Church 

  15:00 Evening Service St James Dengie 

5th April Friday 
9.00 Morning Prayer St Thomas Bradwell 

 TBA 
12:00 

Communion with 
Lunch 

St Lawrence Church 

  7th Easter 2 
  10:00 Communion St Thomas Bradwell Acts 4; 32-35 

1 John 1; 1-2; 2 
John 20; 19-end 

Psalm 133 

  10:00 Morning Worship St Nicholas Tillingham 
  10:00 Morning Worship St Lawrence Centre 
  15:00 Evening Service St James Dengie 

Day Date Time Event Place 
Friday 2nd 12:00 Communion and Lunch St Lawrence Church 

Monday 4th 10:00 Pebbles St Larence Centre 

Thursday 7th 14:00 Thursday Club Lunch St Thomas Church 

Monday 11th 10:00 Pebbles St Lawrence Church 

Monday 18th 10:00 Pebbles St Lawrence Church 

Monday 25th 10:00 Pebbles St Lawrence Church 
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Bradwell WI 
Wednesday 14th February at the 
Village Hall 
 
 
An introduction to Beatrix Potter 
with Andrew Wiltshire 
 
For our February meeting, we were joined by Andrew Wiltshire, our speaker 

from the Beatrix Potter Society, for an introduction 
to the much-loved writer, illustrator, and conser-
vationist. We all learnt so much about Beatrix and 
the inspiration behind her works. She was not only 
the author of ‘The Tale of Peter Rabbit’ and other 
classics but also a landscape and natural history 
artist, diarist, farmer and preservationist. She was 
responsible for preserving large areas of the Lake 
District through her gifts to the National Trust. 
Naturally, we also heard about the Peter Rabbit 
books themselves. Beatrix wrote illustrated letters 
to the son of her governess, who had been very 
unwell, to cheer him up. In those letters, she told 
the story of ‘four little rabbits’. She was encour-
aged to turn the series of letters into a book, and 
‘The Tale of Peter Rabbit’ was born. It has never 

been out of print since it was first published in 1902, has sold over 100 mil-
lion copies and has been translated into over 36 languages! 

Our next meeting is on the 13th of March in the village hall where we will be 
introduced to decoupage by our very talented member Carol. 

New members are always welcome; there is just a small fee of £5 for non-
members, so please feel free to come along! If you have any questions about 
what we get up to, you can contact Sue Pirret on 07824696807 or 
sue@dailygrindimports.com 

 

Alice Nightingale 
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GATEHOUSE 
Carpentry and Joinery 

& Building Services 

*Doors, Floors laminate or solid wood *Decking, *Kitchens, *Windows 

*Doors Wood or UPVC (All Colours) *Alterations, *Loft, Garage conversions 

*UPVC facias, soffits, gutters *Brickwork, Driveways, Conservatories 

*Roofs cut and pitched, *Design and build service, *Plastering 

*Purpose made Joinery, *Stairs and Spindles 

Tel: ,07546765233, 01621776743, gatehouse-carpentry@live.com, 

Fully Insured,                                         Free Estimates.                                                Est 30yrs 

HONEY FOR SALE 

12 OZ £5.00           8 OZ £3.50 

EGGS FOR SALE £1.20 per box  

OUTSIDE GREEN GATES @ 

LITTLECROFT, MALDON ROAD 

BRADWELL-ON-SEA CM0 7HT 

EVERY WEEKEND, WEATHER & SUPPLIES PEMITING  

 

. 

mailto:gatehouse-carpentry@live.com
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Michael Debono and Lorraine Pace 
welcome you to 

 

 The Green Man Inn 
 

Bradwell Waterside, Bradwell-on-Sea CM0 7QX 
Phone:- 01621-776226              Mobile:- 07799155201 

Email:- mykibono@outlook.com 
Web Site:-http://greenmanbradwellonsea.co.uk/ 
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