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From the Vicarage 
 

Dear Friends, 

As we move into June and the summer months, we look forward to weddings, 
baptisms across the church’s in our Benefice. 

We also look forward to the Plant Sale at St Lawrence Church Centre from 
10.30am to 1pm on Saturday 7th June, the Summer Fete at St Nicholas Church in 
Tillingham from 10am-3 on Saturday 28th June, the Bradwell Pilgrimage on Satur-
day 5th July, and the up and coming summer evening services at St Peter’s Chapel 
in Bradwell on Sea in July and August. We look forward to inviting you and wel-
coming different groups from across the Christian church to join us at these 
events and come and worship with us. 

Also, this year we're very excited to be celebrating the 10th year of Thy Kingdom 
Come from 29th May to 8th June, where we pray for people to come to know the 
love of God in Jesus.  We'll have all of the usual resources and videos as well as 
some special anniversary content on the website Thy Kingdom Come | Thy King-
dom Come  

One of the initiatives for Thy Kingdom Come is to start to write a Prayer Journal. 
This is a good way to see how our prayers and God has moved in our lives. 

God bless & have a good summer, 

 

 Reverend Steven 

July Village View 
All copy for the June Village View should be sent to Roger Scur-
rell by phone (776341), posted through the letterbox of 6 St 
Thomas’ Row, Bradwell, or by email to the address below, all 
by May 15th. 

Copy may also be submitted as a text or Microsoft Word or 
Publisher file, either on CD or, better still, by email to stthom-
aspcc@btinternet.com. We ask you to limit your article to 300-
350 words and please include a picture. 

We apologise but no articles will be accepted after May 15th. If you belong to an 
organisation that does not yet submit articles for the Village View we would like 
to hear from you even in longhand if you do not have access to a computer. Any 
news you have is always very welcome.  

https://www.thykingdomcome.global/
https://www.thykingdomcome.global/
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News from RAF Bradwell Bay 

Of course, WW2 was not completely over, that didn’t happen until VJ day on 15th 
August 1945. In the evening, there was a fairly large gathering of the boys in the 
“Green Man” – one of the local pubs.   At midnight, the Prime Minister, Mr. Atlee, 
broadcast to the nation, and were told that Japan had surrendered.   A bonfire 
was lit on the sleeping site and those in bed were pulled out.   In the end, quite a 
decent fire was got going.   Luckily nothing very important found its way into the 
blaze! 

Did this mean that RAF Bradwell Bay returned to peace and quiet? Squadrons did 
get moved about preparing to disband but the aerodrome did not finally close to 
all operations until 30th November 1945.  

Wing Commander G.D. Stephenson arrived from Tangmere to take over com-
mand of the Station. He had been a prisoner of war since Dunkirk and had been in 
Colditz with his old friend from Cranwell and 23 Squadron, Douglas Bader. 

The immediate fate of RAF Bradwell Bay was in a change of function. Bradwell 
Bay was to become No. 2 Armament Practice school, detailed orders for this 
change of function were received on 4th July 1945. Bradwell Bay being the ideal 
choice for this sort of change as since 1938 the Dengie Flats firing range adjacent 
to the aerodrome had been in operation. After the closure of RAF Bradwell Bay 
No.2 A.P.S. moved to 
RAF Spilsby.  

Wednesday, 17th 
July, saw the com-
mencement of an 
intensive pro-
gramme of training 
comprising, air to air, 
air to ground, cine-
gun, and practice 
dive bombing.   The 
weather for the first 
ten days was brilliant 
though somewhat 
cloudy but thereafter 
there was a general 
tendency for the weather to close in. Nevertheless, on only one morning was 
there no flying. 
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The Dengie firing range continued in use, without an aerodrome and finally closed 
on 25th August 1965, hopefully bringing peace and quiet to the village.  

The RAF Bradwell Bay Preservation Group has a new Facebook page rafbradwell 
bay preservation group and our new website www.rafbradwellbay.com. 

 We are recruiting trustees to work alongside our management committee. If you 
have skills such as business-related skills, we could use them or if you would like 
to get involved in this local project.  

The RAF Bradwell Bay Preservation Group seeks to preserve the history of the RAF 
in Bradwell on Sea. We are planning for a museum near the memorial.  

You can contact us via rafbradwellbay@gmail.com 

 

24th June John the Baptist, preparing the way for the Messiah 

John the Baptist is famous for baptising Jesus, and for losing his head to a woman. 
He was born to Zechariah, a Temple priest, and Elizabeth, who was a cousin of 
Mary, the mother of Jesus. John was born when his mother was advanced in 
years, and after the foretelling of his birth and the choice of his name by an angel, 
we hear nothing more of him until he began his mission of preaching and baptis-
ing in the river Jordan c27. 

John was a lot like an Old Testament prophet: he lived simply on locusts and hon-
ey in the wilderness, and his message was one of repentance and preparation for 
the coming of the Messiah and His Kingdom. He went on to baptise Jesus, at Je-
sus’ firm request.  When John went on to denounce the incestuous union of Her-
od Antipas with his niece and brother’s wife, Herodias, he was imprisoned and 
eventually beheaded at the demand of Salome, Herodias’ daughter. 

John is the only saint to be remembered three times in the Christian calendar, in 
commemoration of his conception, his birth (June 24), and his martyrdom. When 
John saw Jesus he said that Jesus was the “Lamb of God”, and he is the only per-
son to use this expression of Jesus. In art John is often depicted carrying a lamb, 
or with a lamb near him. 

http://www.rafbradwellbay.com
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The Othona Community in June 2025 
Debbie and Richard, our Warden/Managers and before that 
our Deputy Wardens, left us at the end of May to embark on 
their next adventure, including exciting overseas travel – we all 
wish them well. They have loved and been loved by Othona 
and those surrounding the Community, and Debbie shared a 
recent letter, with extracts for you here below. 
This is the most beautiful time in Bradwell (in my opinion!) as the cow parsley 
flowers, the swallows return, and everything feels full of life here. The Essex 
Green weekend, 22/25 May, promised an amazing lineup for speakers, work-
shops, music and activities, leading to a great weekend. Our new Warden/Deputy 
Wardens are settling in well. David and Paul have been with us since early April 
and will be fully in charge when Richard and I leave at the beginning of June. 
Hopefully many of you will have meet them already or will get an opportunity to 
shortly. We also have a new core team member, Pui Yin (Winnie) Kong, who 
comes from Hong Kong and was with us in 2022 for a summer workcamp as a Vol-
unteer Action for Peace volunteer. As always we have had great support from a 
number of our wonderful short-term volunteers, particularly in the kitchen, over 
the last few months. 
Since our last newsletter back in March we have had some fantastic events and 
groups here. Easter was led by Paul Lucas with the usual dawn service at the 
Chapel, a landscape liturgy walk, egg rolling and an Easter egg hunt. Festival of 
Song was very well attended, probably the most singers we have had in our time 
here. Sadly, Hugh and Nastassja were unable to make Spring Watch this year due 
to covid but thankfully David Martin had come to put up the fantastic owl box he 
has made and was able to run the event. He will be back for Winter Watch as well 
as in the summer. We are waiting now for some residents for the owl box. We had 
a return visit of the Orthodox Fellowship of St John the Baptist for their annual 
youth festival, this is the sixth year they have come here and it's a real pleasure to 
have so many young people here for the weekend. We also had the privilege of 
having John Bell here as a guest speaker for St Paul's Church in Cambridge. It was 
great to have the opportunity to hear him speak and the Church group seemed to 
really enjoy their weekend. 
Coming up now is Half Term, which is fully booked so will be quite lively: day visi-
tors always welcome to book.  Then we have Herbs, Healing and Community run 
by Amanda and Angela, there are still spaces available so please take a look on 
our website for more details and to book: details- https://
www.othonaessex.org.uk/events-listing. There are now bursaries for C 0f E teach-
ers seeking retreats, see Othona Essex website. 

https://www.othonawestdorset.org.uk/civicrm/mailing/url?u=1980&qid=436578
https://www.othonawestdorset.org.uk/civicrm/mailing/url?u=1980&qid=436578
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Bradwell-on-Sea Village Hall Trustees 100 Club 

 

 Charity Number 803054 

The Bradwell Village Hall 100 Club draw results for May 2025 are as follows. 

1st Prize, Ticket 56, Margaret Daily, £20.00 

2nd Prize, Ticket 72, Eileen Ryan, £10.00 

3rd Prize, Ticket 60, Karen Hammond, £5.00 

The next draw takes place on the 1st June. If you  would like to join the 100 Club 

Othona is accessed through East Hall Farm, East End Rd, Bradwell on Sea, through 
the wind powered gate: exit token from the office.  Manager/Warden is David 
Jenkins, Website  www.othonaessex.org.uk. Email bradwell@othona.org. Tele-
phone 01621 776564. 

Graham and Mary would like to thank all their neighbours for 

all their kindness and support over the last few weeks. 

We have both had a very difficult few weeks, but I hope to be 

out and about again soon. Graham may take a bit longer. 

Thankyou 

Mary Grimsey 

16 Bate-Dudley Drive 
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.Bradwell Pilgrimage Saturday 5th July 

 

This year the Pilgrimage theme is “People of Hope” . 

Bradwell Pilgrimage is on Saturday 5th July and starts from the church after a wel-
coming service where the Pilgrims will walk to the Chapel. The day will consist of 
the walk to the Chapel, followed by a Service led by the Bishop of Bradwell and a 
talk by Elaine Storkey a theologian and Broadcaster.  

At the end of the service you will have a chance to have your picnic lunch and join 
various workshops in the Chapel and surrounding area including Inspiring talks & 
reflections, live music & worship, Time for prayer & contemplation, Badge Making, 
Lego, talks on St Cedd, music groups and Prayers and Meditation.  

There will be children’s activities taking place during the day. 

The day will finish with a short service before the Pilgrims make their way home at 
3.30pm. 

In order to welcome these visitors to the Village we need help on the day, from 
putting up signs, car Parking and Coach Parking, giving out service sheets, steward-
ing , making cakes and savouries, manning the tea tent and helping to clear up 
after the event. 

If you can help for the day or part of the day or can cook snacks before the event 
please contact Roger Scurrell phone 07710868491 or email rscur-
rell@btinternet.com who will get back to you with a list of jobs that you can sign 
up to do. We want most of the help between 9.30 to 11.00am on the Saturday 
when the Pilgrims are arriving. 

 

School Pilgrimages 

During the week before Bradwell Pilgrimage on the Monday \June 30thto the Fri-
day July 4th there are School Pilgrimages taking place with Primary schools from 
the Diocese of Chelmsford Vine Trust. 
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JUNE  SERVICES 

Café Church 

  

Time Service Church Readings 

1st Easter 7 
10:00 Communion St Thomas Bradwell Acts 16.16-34 

Revelation 22.12-
14,16,17,20,21 
John 17.20-26 

10:00 Café Church St Nicholas Tillingham 

10:00 Morning Worship St Lawrence Centre 

15:00 Evening Service St James Dengie 

6th Friday 
12:00 Communion with Lunch St Lawrence Church TBA  

8th Pentecost 1 
10:00 Communion St Nicholas Tillingham Acts 2; 1-21 

Romans 8; 14-17 
John 14; 8-17 

Psalm 104; 26-36 

10:00 Café Church St Thomas Bradwell 

10:00 Communion St Lawrence Centre 

18:00 Evening Service St Lawrence Church 

15th Trinity 
8.00 Communion St James Dengie 

Proverbs 8; 1-4, 23-31 
Romans 5; 1-5 
John 16; 12-15 

Psalm8 

10.00 Communion St Lawrence Church 

10:00 Morning Worship St Lawrence Centre 

10:00 Morning Worship St Nicholas Tillingham 

18:00 Evening Service St Thomas Bradwell 

22nd Trinity 1 

10:00 Communion St James Dengie 
1Kings 19; 1-4 

Galatians3; 23-end 
Luke 8; 26-39 
Psalm 42, 43 

10:00 Café Church St Thomas Bradwell 

10:00 Morning Worship St Lawrence Centre 

10:00 Morning Prayer St Lawrence Church 

18:00 Evening Service St Nicholas Tillingham 

29th Trinity 2, Peter and Paul Apostles 

10:00 
Joint Benefice  
Communion 

St Thomas Bradwell 

 Zechariah 4; 1-4, 10-end 
Acts 12; 1-11 

Matthew 14; 13-19 
Psalm 125 

4th Friday 
12:00 Communion with Lunch St Lawrence Church TBA  
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Diary of 2025 Events 
 
 
Below are a list of dates that are happening throughout 2025. If you or your or-
ganisation have dates that you would like advertised, please email details to 
stthomaspcc@btinternet.com for inclusion. It is hoped to publish events every 
month for the coming three months and every Quarter for the year ahead. 
 
June  
4th June Village Hall AGM, Committee Room at 7.30pm, 5th Thursday Club St 
Thomas Church 2pm,11th Women’s Institute, 16th Parish Council Village Hall 
Committee Room 7.30pm,25th Nature in our Neighbourhood 
 
July  
3rd Thursday Club St Thomas Church 2pm, 5th Pilgrimage, 9th Women’s Insti-
tute, 21st Parish Council Village Hall Committee Room 7.30pm, 23rd Nature in 
our Neighbourhood,  
 
August 
Saturday 2nd August Flower Show Village Hall 1pm-5pm. 
 

Time Service Church Readings 

6th 
July 

Trinity 3 

10:00 Communion St Thomas Bradwell 2Kings 5; 1-14 
Galatians 6;7-16 

Luke 10; 1-11 
Psalm 30 

10:00 Café Church St Nicholas Tillingham 

10:00 Morning Worship St Lawrence Centre 

15:00 Evening Service St James Dengie 

18.00 Evening Service St Peters Chapel TBA 
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Bradwell-on-Sea WI meeting  

Wednesday 14th May at the Village Hall 
 

Our AM with a bonus bake-off and a well-
ness boost from Julie Saunders 
Our meeting this month was our Annual Meeting. Secretary Theresa gave us a 
wonderful recap of our past year and all the things we managed to pack into it! 
Then came Sue’s President’s Report, which reflected not only on the last 12 
months but also on a truly special milestone: our centenary. This month we have 
been celebrating 100 years of Bradwell on Sea WI. Reaching 100 years is no small 
feat — it’s a milestone that not many WIs ever reach, and we’re incredibly proud 
to have done so. It’s a true testament to the strength, resilience and friendship at 
the heart of Bradwell WI. We marked the occasion in style with a fantastic cen-

tenary party and the creation of a beau-
tiful wall hanging that celebrates our 
history and the women who have 
shaped it. Both were joyful reminders of 
just how much this group has meant to 
so many, for so long. 

With the business wrapped up, our guest 
speaker judged our bake-off competi-
tion, won by Linda C much to her amaze-
ment! 

We were then treated to a heartfelt talk from Julie Saunders from The Wellness 
Room.  Julie is a qualified nurse, complimentary therapist and menopause lifestyle 
practitioner. She shared an insightful explanation of the biology of stress, along 
with gentle and practical ways we can support our minds and bodies. Julie also 
introduced us to some of the therapies she offers, including reflexology, Reiki and 
aromatherapy.  

To top it off, she brought a lucky dip and a lovely selection of items to browse and 
buy — a perfect way to round off the evening. 

Our next meeting is on the 11th of June in the village hall with Joanne Larner’s fun 
and insightful talk on handwriting analysis. 

New members are always welcome; there is just a small fee of £5 for non-
members, so please feel free to come along! If you have any questions about 
what we get up to, you can contact Sue Pirret on 07824696807 or 
sue@dailygrindimports.com                                                                  Alice Nightingale 

mailto:sue@dailygrindimports.com
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Advertisement in  
Village View 

Do you want to Advertise your 
Business in Village View? We have 
a circulation of 500 households in 
Bradwell and St Lawrence and are 
looking for advertisers to advertise 
their Club or Bussiness in Village 
View. 
The cost is £50.00 per year for a 
1/4 of a page or £25.00 for a 1/8th 
of a page. 
If you would like to advertise 
please email or phone 

Email;  
stthomaspcc@btinternet.com  

 
OPEN Tuesdays to Sundays  

12—8.30pm.  
Eastlands Meadows Country Park, 

East End Rd. Bradwell-on-Sea,  

CM0 7PP  Tel 01621503008 
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GATEHOUSE 
Carpentry and Joinery 

& Building Services 

*Doors, Floors laminate or solid wood *Decking, *Kitchens, *Windows 

*Doors Wood or UPVC (All Colours) *Alterations, *Loft, Garage conversions 

*UPVC facias, soffits, gutters *Brickwork, Driveways, Conservatories 

*Roofs cut and pitched, *Design and build service, *Plastering 

*Purpose made Joinery, *Stairs and Spindles 

Tel: ,07546765233, 01621776743, gatehouse-carpentry@live.com, 

EGGS FOR SALE 

£1.20 PER BOX OF 6 

WEEKEND ONLY  
(subject to availability) 

OUTSIDE GREEN GATES 

@ LITTLECROFT, MALDON ROAD 

BRADWELL-ON-SEA CM0 7HT 

 

mailto:gatehouse-carpentry@live.com
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