ELSPETH COWELL
Podiatrist / Chiropodist
SRCh. D PedM. M5Ch, HPC Reg.

Cold Laser for muscle injuries
Insole Therapy

621 779915 Home Visits

elspethcowell uk

B. Rngers Plombing & Heating
Contractors

Lel: 01621 T7R21507023342277 &

Rarinrul Cins, LIS & 0l
IWmestic & emmerrinl
lialaBadon, Breakdoews & Servig;
tarveys, Sakely & Lasdboid reporis

Pins all orber slumhing & hoikdies maintmance

J.P. MEEHAN
Plumber,

MUNKINS COTTAGE
Bradwell-on-Sea, Essex
Tel: MALDON 776370
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Your Local Handyman

far &
Gard=n Mainlenance
anil Y Jabs,
Aane: 07919071193 Dmoocrtes ot fur i

BURNHAM SWEEPS

Frofesslanal Chimney Sweeping service
Dean Lavirence

T 1627 FASOOT
bt 07533 702139

E: dharsibu Tham-swseps couk

l.m'.r.l.hurnham-sweep'i.n:u.uh _@

BULL'S EGGS
FROM HAPPY OUTDOOR DUCKS-
and GARDEN FRODUCE

Fruit amd veg. nafurally grow.
Special seasondl presenves

*Duaily, from gote or howse"
*Visit our Sotuvrday Siall

Ruth and Dave Bull, § Coastguard Colages
Ml End, Bradwel-on-Sea Tel 01521 774545

ANCHOR ACADEMY OF
DRIVING SKILLS.
AREYOU LOOKIMNG TO BECOME A
CONFIPENT, SAFE DRIVERS
SPEAE TO YOUR LOCAL APPROVED
DRIVING INSTRUWCTOR “CARRIE”
TO DMSCLSS YO PEQUIREMENTS
DIZCOUWNTS FOR NEW DRIVERS
AMD BLOCE BOOHEIMGS
CALL - 01621 842282 ¢ OF966 505 755

ATT TYPES OF EEPATRES CARBIETY OUT
ON WASHIMNG MACHTNES,

TUMBLE DRIERS, REFEIGER ATOES
FEREEFERS, DISH WASHERS & eic.

Supplies of Mew Machines & Spares
Alan Tavlor
Family Busimess Established 2 5years in the
aTea
Spares available and new appliances sup-
plied
Telephone: 01621 773700

Mobile 0TER5 483505

JANUARY 2024

T " .!h

v

illage Vi

-

ew



PAROCHIAL INFORMATIOM:

ERADWELL-ON-SEA

PARODCHIAL INFORMATION:

ST. LAWREMCE

Rector Revd Steven Poss 770820
Churchwardens: Theresa Reed Tra247
David Thorpe Trag48
School Head Teacher Trazx1p
Village View Co-ordinator  Bradwell Women's Institute  Crime Stoppers
Foger Scurmell 776341 Secretany:Mrs T Reed 776247 Anonymous Crime Report-
Village Hall 2nd Wed 19.30 ing BEMSSS111
Chiurch Flowers
Darvid Tharpe TT6846 Age Concern 01245 264499 Badminton/Table Tennis
Twa Rivers Association for Willage Hall
Flowers at S1 Peler's Chapel Age Concern Tuesdays Tpm John Noble
Dravid Tharpe 775846 jon_Eradwell@hotmail.com
Bl Cedd's School Parenl- Fridays 10am Ann Barmetl
Bell Ringing - Tower Cap- Teacher Association theannbarret@smail com
tains: SBecretany: Contact School
Lauris Main TTE438 TIEHG Bradwell Quay Yacht Club
John Pryke THe260 SBecretary: Mr L Price 830173
St Thomas Bradwell Fridays Parish Council
Practice 7.45, Sunday ringing  Matthew Neall 776056  Mobile Library
0930 am Parish Council meatings Vil- Ewery three weeks Thurs-
lage Hall, 3rd Monday 8.00pm  days
Thursday Club East End Rd. Bradwell
HThomas' Chapman Room - P.C.E. Secrelary 10.55—11.25am.
1st Thursday of month 2,00 Mrs layne Hill Thea17
- 4,00 The Medical Centre
Sheila Edwands 7517 Othona Commasnity Tillingham TTE383
Wanden Debbie & Richand Ot ol howrs i1
Ralnbovws S-Tyrs Sanders 776564
Browniles - - 10y The Trinity Medical Cenire
Guides - : 10-14yre  StPeters Chapel Chaplain  Mayland 745400
Tor information phonea Rewv & Pogs TreE20 Out of hours 111
07757636446 oF ermail capir-
les@einpidingessaine orsy  District Counciller Local PoliceTeam Phone
E Matthes Meall THe956 Naon Emergency 101
Efmcfgency et
Parish Saleguarding Bradwell Flower Show
Representative Grasime Commities Secralany: Bradwell Bay Football Club
Eyre TTE9E1/0 7SR5 530634 Tedess Fowler TTESEE Youlh Foortball Team Con-
tact Krysta Colling Practice
Pastoral Assistant: Village Hall Trustec's Village Hall Ficld Saturday
Dravvid Thionpee THeRAE Chairrman: R Scurrell 776341  Bam

Bookings:Mre ) Allen 776547

Rector Revd Steven Poss Troe20
Churchwardens: lane Pudney T¥2345
Gerry Lewsey
Village View Children’'s Soclaty Thursday
Euniice Sigging TIES04  Eunlce Sigging 77004 5i Lawrence Art Group
10 - 12noon Stone Sailing Club
St Lawrence PCC Secretary  Pebbles fab Daris Tz
Wictoria By 10L00 - 12.00n0an
v.eleyiicloud.com Carers and toddisrs get together  The Friends of 5t Lawrehce
for tea, coffes and & chat Hewland Church
Parish Council Chairman; "o SFoas 77620 Carole Taylor i
Chairman: Maran Gibson +Ou L
clirgibson sipoibgmailoom Bridge Club
Glerk to the Parish Council: Monday at .30pm Church Centre Bookings
Keiin Money &ll Church Centre booidngs:
S parihcinringrell com St Lawrence Social Club Eunicn Siggina TrESn
Secretary Gwen Adams
District Councillor TTRZEG &l Lawrence Willage Hall
Lindn Hayward Kol Terkslsen
Clrlinda. Haywood 3maldon.id  painbew, brownies, Guides Bookings: Marian Gibson
vk d1s21 TrE102
5.7 years for information phone
Wendy Layboum D775 7636446 or emall
Clowendylaybourn@maldanga o0 Mobile Library
b Iesfigiriguidingeasexne orguk Every 3° Thursday,
Jubiles Fietd cor park
Stone Sailing Club Cotfec Morning 11.40-12.10
(el T3 Tycsday I1.00am
[ The Medical Centre
Church Flowers e Seorey Tilingham TrRaEa
Margamt Cowell Tane . Hourt
Janet Cowesll Er=il] -
2rd ‘Wednseday 7.30 pm at Willlam Fisher Medical
Church Cantro Centre 772350
Bl Lawrence Singers Secretary: Eunice Siggine
Fridey at 5.45 - 7.00pm T7RS04

Shirley Mastarson 07956
9989 .

Trinity Medical Centre

Maylond 745400

If amy of the above information is imcorrect or you wish to publicse your
organisation then please comtact Shirley Lea om 77403

If amy of the above information is mcorrect or you wish to nblicize your orgamisation
then please comtact Roper Scorrell om 01621 776341




To advertise in Voillage Veiw email
stthomaspcc@btinternet.com
with your details or phone 01621776341.

Can you contribute to Village View?

Do you have news you would like to share
with others.

Promote your Hobby or organisation
news.

Please let us have yur article by the 15th
of each month email

stthomaspcc@btinternet.com.
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From the Vicarage

Dear Friends,
Happy New Year!
As we enter 2024, we plan new beginnings and ventures for the coming year.

Personally, | am very much looking forward to preaching at St Paul’s Cathedral at
Evensong on Sunday 28" April. Further details can be found in this paper.

Our Diocesan Bishop Guli, writes in her New Year message:-

When, | wonder, do you take down your Christmas decorations? The timing of
this can be a hotly debated topic. Are you someone who likes to get rid of the
clutter and back to normal as soon after Christmas as possible, or do you prefer to
let the decorations linger as a lasting reminder of the festive season during those
dark January evenings? Either way, it’s good to be reminded that in the life of the
Church, the season of Christmas doesn’t stop with the coming of the New Year,
nor indeed on twelfth night. Strictly speaking the Christmas season continues
through to Candlemass, which this year is on the 2nd of February. But more im-
portant than that, the hope of the message of the Christmas story - of God being
born among us, sharing our lives so that we might know that even in the darkest
of circumstances, God’s light still shines on — this message remains true through-
out the year.

None of us knows with certainty what the New Year holds for us, and for our
friends and family. As we listen to the news, there are many situations globally,
and indeed closer to home, which may well leave us feeling unsettled and uncer-
tain. But it’s at times like these, that it's even more comforting to hold on to those
eternal truths of the Christmas story. And to know that the good news of Jesus’
birth is not just for one season, but brings hope and joy, comfort, and peace
throughout the year. And so whatever you may face in the year ahead, | pray that
the hope and joy of Christmas will last far beyond the lights and decorations
whenever it is that you take them down.

God bless,
Reverend Steven o o
0 * o

»® o
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St Paul’s Cathedral Evensong
3pm Saturday 28" April 2024

Preacher: Revd Steven Poss
Tickets £15 — Please contact Revd Steven
on 01621 779620/ 07830 150713 or email
stevenposs@hotmail.com

Coach Leaving Tillingham at 12 noon and
will return around 6pm.

Horse-drawn carriages

Home Visits ng W/ / f@

) AG UAR FUNERAL DIRECTORS

SPAES] 01621 784884 (24 HOURS)

www.pauljking.com

T Dire 7LV

Residential Home

Private Chapels of Rest
Pre-payment plans

TAsSS,
> 00>
&y

- A spacially deskyned wing to care for thoss suffering from Dementia
- A larnge part of the home Sesignated o cane for the Eldarhy

- Day arnd resplte care

- Baeautful historical hulkding with Shunming SCarsery and o rnd s

-  Friendly, carirng and well trained staff

Bradwell Commumty Shop & Post Office

Run by volunteers, YOUR community shop

0 H
at the heart of village life. perdng Hours

. . Mon-Fri 7am-6pm
& . We stock all the basics for your daily needs Sat 7am-4pm (summer)

as well as drinks & hot food
and all at competitive prices.

7am-1:30pm (winter)
Sundays & Bank Holidays

Come in and be surprised. 9am-midday
Tel: 01621 776274 Post Of‘flce:. Mon-Sat
9am-midday

www.bradwellcommunityshop.co.uk

Michael Debono and Lorraine Pace
welcome you to

The Green Han Inn

Bradiwell Waterside, Bradiwell -on-Sea CHO 7AQX
Phone:- 01621-776226 Mobile:- 07799155201
Email:- mykibono@outlook.com
Web Site:-http://greenmanbradwellonsea.co.uk/
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A.G. Smith

.. Established 1912

Brush Away Pest Control

Domestic and Commercial
Pest Control Services

* RSPH Qualified Technician
® Public Liability Insured

Private chapel of rest

Mercedes Benz hearse & limousines
24 hour service

Hand crafted memorials

Home visits by appointment
Prepayment funeral plans

¢ Friendly and Professional Service

Contact Jonathan Brush
. Southminster—01621 774557
L Hallmark House, 44 Station Road,

Southminster, CMO 7EW

Maldon—-01621 854 293
7 Spital Road. Maldon, CM3 6DY

¢
ES%

01621 779589 &%
L 07787820473 ~\ B

DA brushawaypc@ hotmail.com agsmithfunerals.co.uk

www’erShawaypeStcontrOI'co'Uk Serving our local community since 1912

i GATEHOUSE i
EE FE
Pl

Carpentry and Joinery E’L—’}ﬁf
*Doors, Floors laminate or solid wood *Decking, *Kitchens, *Windows

& Building Services
*Doors Wood or UPVC (All Colours) *Alterations, *Loft, Garage conversions
*UPVC facias, soffits, gutters *Brickwork, Driveways, Conservatories
*Roofs cut and pitched, *Design and build service, *Plastering
*Purpose made Joinery, *Stairs and Spindles
Tel: ,07546765233, 01621776743, gatehouse-carpent live.com,

Fully Insured, Free Estimates. Est 30yrs
HONEY FOR SALE
12 OZ £5.00 8 OZ £3.50 &5
EGGS FOR SALE £1.20 per box ==
OUTSIDE GREEN GATES @

LITTLECROFT, MALDON ROAD
BRADWELL-ON-SEA CMO 7HT
EVERY WEEKEND, WEATHER & SUPPLIES PEMITING

Bradwell WI

Wednesday 13" December at the Vil-
lage Hall

tneWl

INSPIRING WOMEN

Our annual Christmas party featuring the
Tillingham handbell ringers

Our last meeting of the year was our annual Christmas party. The Tillingham hand-
bell ringers kicked off the night's entertainment with their fabulous renditions of
some classic Christmas carols to get us all in the Christmas spirit (although Johns's
Christmas cracker jokes didn't go down quite as well!). Some of our ladies also
tried their hand at it. They assured us that the professionals made it look much
easier than it actually was!

After the entertainment, we tucked into our buffet and Pat's famous mulled wine
before playing our traditional pass the parcel with forfeits. It was a great evening
and a perfect end to a fantastic year for our WI.

Our next meeting is on the 10th of January in the village hall for a beetle drive with
our Carol as host.

New members are always welcome, so please feel free to come along!

If you have any questions about what we get up to, you can contact Sue Pirret on
07824696807 or sue@dailygrindimports.com

Alice Nightingale

Village View )
ét*m;/}-; @b

All copy for the February Village View should be sent to Roger
Scurrell by phone (776341), posted through the letterbox of 6 St :
Thomas’ Row, Bradwell, or by email to the address below, by

January 15th.

Copy may also be submitted as a text or Microsoft Word or Pub-
lisher file, either on CD or, better still, by email to stthom- ¥
aspcc@btinternet.com. We ask you to limit your article to 300-
350 words and please include a picture.

We apologise but no articles will be accepted after January 15"

If you belong to an organisation that does not yet submit articles for the Village
View we would like to hear from you even in longhand if you do not have access to
a computer. Any news you have is always very welcome.
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The Othona Community in January 2023

the Othona
one our best wishes for 2024. Commu nity
2023 has been an exceptionally busy one - for

all the right reasons. Hardly a day has gone by without the wardens and core team
welcoming new and returning faces, during Open Community times, for groups
and private family bookings, for individuals seeking a place and gentle company in
times of personal stress — and for plenty of people who love Othona, or are curi-
ously peeping in for the first time, for that ever-offered cuppa. The resident group,
even with regular volunteers, is small for the amount of thinking and praying, plan-
ning and organizing, nurturing and sustaining that underpins this unique Commu-
nity. Even so, Warden Debbie still has time to write a regular Newsletter, emailed
round to Members, and those who opt to be on the mailing list (your name can
easily be added, if you just let Debbie know your contact details.) here below is
extracted from the latest Newsletter:

British LegionWe have now got a new part-time person to help with the office ad-
ministration. Kristie started at the beginning of December and is doing a great job
of speeding up response times in the office. Hopefully you will have a chance to
meet her in 2024. Sadly Floriane (Flo), our French volunteer, is leaving us in Janu-
ary to go to NZ. It has been lovely to have her here for what will be 6 months, she
has done some fine French cooking and been a pleasure to have here. Our second
French volunteer, Paul, is with us until March next year and is also a great benefit
to the team. We are hoping to apply for two more French volunteers next year if
possible. We are also fortunate to have George Harp, who many of you will know,
with us until the summer. We very much appreciate the hard work of our younger
volunteers, along with all the fantastic band of volunteers that come regularly to
give their precious time here.

The first two weeks of December were relatively quiet here but that allowed for
some valuable maintenance time both inside and outside. We had the pleasure of
hosting the first group from St Ethelburga's Centre for Peace and Reconciliation (St
Ethelburga's Centre for Reconciliation and Peace (stethelburgas.org) as part of
their lifelines project. This project connects community and faith groups with farm-
ers to help plant a network of hedgerows and wildlife corridors across the country.
The first hedging plants were put into the 11 acres at the boundary with the culti-
vated field in the top section. The group this time were staff and their families
from the centre and we are looking forward to forging more links with them in the
future. The next planting will be in February where we have a Buddhist group and
a Bahad’i group coming to work

All at Othona hope you had a Christmas filled
with love and hope, and we share with every-

6

The tale of
the
Two Sons

THE FATHER WENT TO HIS
OLDER SON AND ASKED HIM
TO WORK IN THE VINEYARD

A

JESUS OFTEN TOLD
STORIES WITH
HIDDEN MEANINGS

HE once ToLp A sTORY ABOUT A
FATHER WHO HAD TWO SONS.

UNO I WON'TI SAID THE
OLDER SON...

THE FATHER THEN WENT TO HIS

HELP IN THE VINEYARD TOO.

YOUNGER SON AND ASKED HIM TO

...BUT THEN HE CHANGED HIS
MIND AND WENT AND HELPED.

‘OF COURSE I WILLI' SAID THE YOUNGER SON. BUT
HE PROMPTLY FORGOT ALL ABOUTIT....

‘WHICH ONE DID WHAT HIS FATHER
WANTED?' ASKED JESUS...

'WHICH DO YOU THINK IT WAS?

15



A short story from the Buble

. — £
It can be read inthe Biole in wetiq %mt the new Phardoh grew Scared.and

Exodus chapter 2verses|tol2 ordered all theu new-born boys tobe kilied.

pt the Hebrew people flourished so

Moses'mather hid him| |She made a basket from | |She told Moses' scster
when he was born, bat | - |reeds for him and put &t in| - |Miriam to keep watch.
he grew too big. the grass by the river Nile .
ssshl waaaaD‘ Qz___,_'/% NN
Pharoah's daughter|(Shall [ get someone ta look) |So Miriam got her mother
found Moses TSE\ af ter the baby? —

ez Stp—— (e

The princess adopted
Moses as her son.[ |

When Mases was grown up
he went to see where his
people worked as slaves.

Perhaps [ willbe the )
ove to save my people |

0O

Moses saw an Egyptian
beating a tebrew slave.

Moses checked no-one
was lookung arid. .. []

He hid the body in
the samd [

(Work harder!

..Killed the Egyptian.
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together. Eventually we hope to have a hedge that runs all the way down to the
lower end of the 11 acres and links with existing hedges.

We are currently recruiting for a new link Trustee for Bradwell, if you or someone
you know might be interested in finding out more
then please take a look at the advert for the role-
Bradwell Link Trustee Vacancy Our link trustees
play a vital role in representing the Bradwell Centre _
on the wider Trustee board and along with all our
Trustees we are extremely grateful of the time and
effort they put into to keep the centres running
successfully.

Our new programme is in the final stages of com-
pletion and many events are already on our web-
site-Events Listing | Othona Essex. We have got
some exciting new events as well as the return of our regular, popular ones. High-
lights include:

e  Two half terms in February due to the differing term times in various coun-
ties- February Half Term Week-1 | Othona Essex and February Half Term
Week - 2 | Othona Essex. Both will have the usual mix of family activities.

e A Woodland Management weekend led by Becky Wilkinson- An Introduc-
tion to Woodland Management | Othona Essex

e  Spoken Voice Workshop led by Morag Stark - Spoken Voice Workshop |
Othona Essex, this is an opportunity to develop your vocal confidence and
stamina

e  Water Colour Workshop led by Stephen Jordan- Watercolour Painting
Workshop | Othona Essex

e The 3rd Essex Green Weekend- Essex Green Weekend | Othona Essex, with
the usual mix of speakers, music and workshops

e And many more, see the website!

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; with-
out him nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was
the light of all mankind. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome it.
Every blessing
The Othona Bradwell Team Debbie and Richard Sanders are our Warden/
Managers, Othona is accessed through East Hall Farm, East End Rd, Bradwell on
Sea (electric entry gate, collect free exit token from the office.) If you would like to
visit, contribute your time, or make a financial donation or legacy, please contact
Othona - www.othonaessex.org.uk, bradwell@othona.org, tel: 01621 776564.
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Epiphany 6 January
On 6™ January we celebrate Epiphany - the visit of the Wise Men to the baby Je-
sus. But who were these Wise Men? No one knows for sure. Matthew calls them
‘Magi’, and that was the name of an ancient caste of a priestly kind from Persia. It
wasn’t until the third century that they were called kings - by a church father, Ter-
tullian.

Another church father, Origin, assumed there were three - to correspond with the
gifts given. Later Christian interpretation came to understand gold as a symbol of
wisdom and wealth, incense as a symbol of worship and sacrifice, and myrrh as a
symbol of healing - and even embalming. Certainly Jesus challenged and set aright
the way in which the world handled all three of these things.

What about the gifts of Gold, Frankincense and
Myrrh?

The story of the coming of the Magi grew in the
telling. By the 6™ century they had acquired
names: Caspar, Melchior, and Balthasar. By medi-
eval times they were considered to be kings.
Whoever they were, we do know from Matthew
that they brought three gifts to Jesus.

What about their gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh? While we cannot know for
sure what was in the minds of first century Magi, one Victorian scholar has offered
a possible explanation as to the significance of their gifts. He was the Rev John
Henry Hopkins, an American Episcopalian minister, who in 1857 wrote his much-
loved Christmas carol, ‘We Three Kings of Orient Are’.

Gold, said John Henry Hopkins, was a gift that would have been given to a king.
Frankincense had traditionally been brought by priests as they worshipped God in
the Temple. Myrrh was a spice that the ancients used in preparing bodies for buri-
al.

If that is true, then you could say that the Wise Men, in choosing their gifts for this
infant, honoured Jesus with gold because He was King of the Jews, with frankin-
cense because He was to be worshipped as divine, and with myrrh, because He
would also become a sacrifice and die for His people.

The Wise Men were the very first gentiles ever to worship Jesus. What faith they
had! They travelled for months over difficult terrain, they never saw any evidence
of Jesus’ kingship, His divinity or His sacrificial death. They worshipped Him
through faith in God’s promises about Him. Isaiah foresaw this response to Jesus:
‘Nations will come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn.” The
Magi’s eyes of faith saw clearly and far into the future.

8

year that we remember when the
‘wise men’ or ‘Magi’ followed a star
that led them to the Christ child Jesus.
They bowed down, worshipped him
and left three special gifts.

(Ipiglgiyl) Luke 2:11
Luke 2:1 .
Where did the wise zzwwg:ﬁggimlig
men come from?
e m&\‘\\_“\_‘\\ returnlto Herod?
- na
Luke 2:1 f """"""""""""""" *
Whathadthe RN NSNS R R RIS
wise men seen?

a Yeeeccccccccccccccsccccscccccccccccacas

ke22 S CH I LDSTARIJDK
JESUSWAEBOBI
ESREJOICEYON
WHACHRISTHRG
""" SEEEOSJCHUNDO
YPLAUHRULERL
""" GHI SSITHEROD
||_!_I__|| |l EMTEPI PHANY WIéJEEhSALEJri
Look up FRANKINCENSE WORSHIP
RN\ TDRSWIS EMENE /e
intheblanks, NS MY R RHD R E A M |/cHRST:CHILD
find them in BORN « RULER
the word search \‘}_‘\}_‘\"&'{\_‘\_\_&\_‘\&_ ISRAEL * REJOICE
then look for the JOY « HOUSE « MARY
words opposite. \ """"""""""""""" GIFTS « EPIPHANY

EPIPHANY is the time in the Church %

How many other words can you make from the letters in EPIPHANY?
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News from RAF Bradwell Bay

The bureaucracy and planning of the Dengie Flats range took a couple of years,
during which time the building of the airfield and range commenced. Local builders
were employed. The construction of the range presented more problems than the
airstrip construction. A track had to be built which across the flats which diverged
to the north and south, at the respective ends of the tracks were platforms which
held the targets. Narrow gauge railway tracks were built to enable repairs to be
carried out. Barges carrying steam hammers were used to drive piles in.

Both Photos Courtesy of Kevin Bruce Collection
This was a major engineering project due to the thick mud of the Dengie Peninsula
coastline and the tidal range of the area. This construction needed to be sturdy as
it was continually battered by the tidal sea and of course stray ammunition. In his
book Narratives of War by Jim Bye (published by the Burnham Museum) he states:
When completed it was possible to walk along the tracks, even at normal high
tides. Sometimes the waters would lap onto it just a little, it was then that you real-
ised how accurate the builders were for as far as one could see, the track was com-
pletely level, it was a real achievement.
Each track ended in a platform on which were built pyramid shapes, painted yellow
as target guides. The railway tracks enabled the targets to be reached for mainte-
nance. The targets were damaged by stray munitions of well as the environmental
effects of the sea and its tides.
The train/dolly used to reach the end of the tracks carrying repair materials still
exists and was for a time stood outside St Cedd’s school. Hopefully when we get
our museum we will get it displayed.
The RAF Bradwell Bay Preservation Group seeks to preserve the history of the RAF
in Bradwell on Sea. We are planning for a museum near the me-
morial. You can help by donating via our website
www.rafbradwellbay.co.uk
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Compare that with the High Priest and religious leaders whom the Wise Men saw

in Jerusalem when they first arrived. These head priests knew all about the proph-
ecies of their own coming Messiah, but NOT ONE Jewish religious leader travelled

to look for Him in Bethlehem. And it is only six miles down the road!

Where did the Wise Men come from?

Magi from the East — it isn’t a lot to go on. The Magi had originally been a religious
caste among the Persians. Their devotion to astrology, divination and the interpre-
tation of dreams led to an extension in the meaning of the word, and by the first
century the Magi in Matthew’s gospel could have been astrologers from outside of
Persia. Some scholars believe they might have come from what was then Arabia
Felix, or as we would say today, south-
ern Arabia.

It is true that in the first century astrol-
ogy was practised there, and it was the
region where the Queen of Sheba had
lived. She of course had visited Solo-
mon and would have heard the prophe-
cies about how one day a Messiah
would be born to the Israelites and be-
come their king.

Matthew’s gospel (chapter 2) is clear
that the Magi asked Herod: ‘Where is
the One who has been born king of the
-] Jews? We saw His star in the east and
have come to worship Him.” So it is pos-
sible that in southern Arabia the Queen
of Sheba’s story of how a Messiah
would one day be sent to the Israelites
had survived. Certainly, there are a
number of other early legends that connect southern Arabia with Solomon’s Isra-
el.

To many people this makes sense: that the ancient stories of a Messiah, linked to
later astrological study, prompted these alert and god-fearing men to the realisa-
tion that something very stupendous was happening in Israel. They realised that

after all these centuries, the King of the Jews, the Messiah, was about to be born.

One more interesting thing that gives weight to the theory that the Magi came
from southern Arabia is this: if you study any map of Palestine as it was during
biblical times, you will find that the old Arabian caravan routes all entered Pales-

tine ‘from the East’.
9



http://www.rafbradwellbay.co.uk

JANUARY SERVICES

Time Service Church ‘ Readings

5th Friday

Communion with
12:00 St Lawrence Church
Lunch

7th Epiphany

10:00 Communion St Thomas Bradwell Isaiah 60: 1-6
10:00 Morning Worship St Nicholas Tillingham Ephesians 3: 1-12
10:00 Morning Worship St Lawrence Centre Matthew 2: 1-12
15:00 Evening Service St James Dengie Psalm 72.[1-9]10-15
8th Monday

10:00 Pebbles St Lawrence Centre

7th Epiphany

10:00 Communion St Thomas Bradwell Isaiah 60: 1-6
10:00 Morning Worship St Nicholas Tillingham Ephesians 3: 1-12
10:00 Morning Worship St Lawrence Centre Matthew 2: 1-12
15:00 Evening Service St James Dengie Psalm 72.[1-9]10-15
14th Epiphany 2

10:00 Communion St Nicholas Tillingham

Morning Café 1 Samuel 3: 1-10[11-20]
10:00 St Thomas Bradwell Revelation 5: 1-10
Church John 1:43-51
10:00 Communion St Lawrence Centre onn :4s-
Psalm 139.1-5,12-18*

18:00 Evening Service St Lawrence Church

15th Monday

10:00 Pebbles St Lawrence Centre

19th Epiphany 3

Communion Break-
09:00 St Thomas Bradwell
fast

21st Epiphany 3
08:00 Holy Communion St James Dengie Genesis 14: 17-20
10:00 Communion St Lawrence Church Revelation 19: 6-10
10:00 Morning Worship St Lawrence Centre John 2:1-11
10:00 Morning Worship St Nicholas Tillingham

18:00 Evening Service St Thomas Bradwell Psalm 128
22nd Monday

10:00 Pebbles St Lawrence Centre
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Time Service Church Readings ‘
28th Epiphany 4 ‘
10:00 Communion St James Dengie Deuteronomy 18: 15-
10:00 Café Church St Thomas Bradwell 20
10:00 Morning Worship St Lawrence Centre Revelation 12: 1-5a
10:00 Morning Worship St Lawrence Church Mark 1: 21-28

. . St Nicholas Tilling-
18:00 Evening Service ham Psalm 111
29th Monday \
10:00 Pebbles St Lawrence Centre

2" Feb Friday |

12:00 Communion with St Lawrence Church
4th Candlemas \
10:00 Communion St Thomas Bradwell )
St Nicholas Tilling- Malachi 3: 1-5

10:00 Morning Worship ham Hebrews 2: 14-18
10:00 Morning Worship St Lawrence Centre Luke 2: 22-40

- i - Psalm 24.[1-6]7-10
15:00 Evening Service St James Dengie

i

Poppy Appeal 2023

i

Many thanks to everybody who contributed to the Poppy Appeal this year 2023.
Also very many thanks to those seven volunteers who undertook the house to
house collections. Amazingly we were able to raise £965.62. So thankyou again to

all.

1"

Sue Perrott




