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Fom the Vicarage 
 

Dear Friends, 

Happy New Year! 

2025 is year when the wider church celebrates a Jubilee.  A Jubilee or Holy Year is 
a special year of forgiveness and reconciliation, in which people are invited to 
come back into right relationship with God, with one another, and with all of crea-
tion. 

How often is a Jubilee Year? 

A Jubilee Year is celebrated by the Church every 25 years. This has been the case 
since 1470, when Pope Paul II changed it from every 50 years. 

What is the theme of the Jubilee Year in 2025? 

The theme is Pilgrims of Hope. This is to renew our hope and discover a vision 
that can "restore access to the fruits of the earth to everyone". We are also invit-
ed to rediscover a spirituality of God's creation in which we understand ourselves 
as "pilgrims on the earth" rather than masters of the world. 

At the Bradwell Pilgrimage this year on Saturday 5th July 2025, we are going to 
celebrate this theme with “people of hope”, as we look to come together from 
across the different church denominations to share what we have in common 
and pray for hope in the future. 

What is the Biblical background for the Jubilee Year? 

The word Jubilee comes from the Hebrew word yobel, which is a ram's horn. This 
wind instrument is blown to mark the start of a Jubilee Year in the Bible (Leviticus 
25:9). 

In the Bible the Jubilee Year occurred every 50 years and involved the cancelling 
of debts, a period of rest for people and the earth, and land being restored to the 
landless. 

In the Gospel of Luke, Jesus makes clear his own mission is to bring Jubilee. In the 
synagogue at Nazareth he reads from the scroll of the prophet Isaiah, proclaiming 
the year of the Lord's favour: 

The Spirit of the Lord has been given to me, because he has anointed me to bring 
good news to the poor, to proclaim liberty to captives and recovery of sight to the 
blind, to let the oppressed go free, and to proclaim the Lord's year of fa-
vour." (Luke 4:18-19) 
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February Village View 
All copy for the February Village View should be sent to Roger 
Scurrell by phone (776341), posted through the letterbox of 6 St 
Thomas’ Row, Bradwell, or by email to the address below, all by 
January 15th. 

Copy may also be submitted as a text or Microsoft Word or 
Publisher file, either on CD or, better still, by email to stthom-
aspcc@btinternet.com. We ask you to limit your article to 300-
350 words and please include a picture. 

We apologise but no articles will be accepted after January 
15th. 

If you belong to an organisation that does not yet submit articles for the Village 
View we would like to hear from you even in longhand if you do not have access to 
a computer. Any news you have is always very welcome. 

CHILDREN'S SOCIETY HOME COLLECTION BOX 
If you have a CHILDREN'S SOCIETY HOME COLLECTION BOX it is due for emptying 
NOW - please contact Eunice Siggins to arrange for your box to be emptied. 

Contact Eunice also, if you do not have a home collection box and would like one 

THE CHIDREN'S SOCIETY ARE AIMING TO BUILD A WORLD WHERE CHIL-
DREN CAN GROW UP 'SAFE, HAPPY AND HOPEFUL' AND ALL DONATIONS 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE, ARE IMPORTANT AND ARE WELCOME.   

Contact Eunice on 01621 778904 to arrange  

Many thanks 

Eunice  

After reading, Jesus announces: “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your 
hearing." Jesus shows us what God's Kingdom of justice, compassion and freedom 
looks like. He invites us join him in making it a reality. 
 
God bless, 
 

Reverend Steven 
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Bradwell WI 
Wednesday 11th December at the Village Hall 

 

Our annual Christmas party featuring the Tilling-
ham handbell ringers 

 

Our final meeting of the year was our much-anticipated Christmas party. The 
Tillingham handbell ringers returned and kicked off the night's entertainment 
with their wonderful renditions of classic Christmas carols to get us all in the 
Christmas spirit (though John’s Christmas cracker jokes still didn’t win over every-
one!). 

After the entertainment, we 
tucked into our buffet and Pat's 
famous mulled wine. The even-
ing wrapped up with our tradi-
tional pass-the-parcel game, 
complete with Christmas trivia 
that had everyone thinking, and 
laughing too.  

It was a memorable evening and 
the perfect way to celebrate an-
other fantastic year with our WI. 
Here's to more fun and friend-
ship in the year ahead! 

Our next meeting is on the 8th of 
January in the village hall for a 
lesson in sign language with Brig-
id Main. New members are al-
ways welcome; there is just a 
small fee of £5 for non-members, 
so please feel free to come 
along! If you have any questions 

about what we get up to, you can contact Sue Pirret on 07824696807 or 
sue@dailygrindimports.com 

Alice Nightingale 

mailto:sue@dailygrindimports.com
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The Othona Community – moving into 2025. 

To write for village View is to think both backwards and 
forwards, as we write in the middle of the month be-
fore our readers see what we have to say. There is 
some guesswork, too, as we write about an anticipated 
Christmas 10 days before the event. So it must have 
been for Jesus’s mother Mary, ten days before the 
birth of her child, waiting in anticipation and expecta-
tion and indeed for Mary a certainty, a fulfilment of a 
promise given by the Angel Gabriel. Because of that 
day, the birth of Jesus and the dawn of Christianity, the 
Othona Community is here to continue that message of faith, hope and love for all 
humanity, for all God’s creatures even the sparrow that falls, and by extension of 
that message, to care for the planet that sustains all of creation.  

St Ethelburga’s is a Centre for Reconciliation and Peace, running a Lifelines Project  
to bring together two groups of people with differing outlooks on faith, to work 
together for a common good. In mid-December groups from the Ba-Hai faith and 
the Brahma Kumarai faith came together at Othona, and had a joyous time 
planting some 1,200 trees, to complete the living boundary of our new eleven 
acre field adjacent to the main site. Two new ponds have also been dug here, en-
couraging greater crested newts and any wildlife that wanders in. With energy 
expended, the groups and Othona team had time to sit in quiet and reflection. 
Earlier in December, Othona hosted Advent and Film weekends, and a fruitful for-
aging Weekend. 

What next? Christmas is sure to be full of food and festive fun, and cheerful wor-
ship in st Peter’s Chapel. New Year sees Debbie and Richard taking a well-earned 
break, as many volunteers welcome visitors, both those who are resident and 
those who are local enough to  pop in or stay for a meal – all are included, please 
book if you would like to eat with us. 

Coming up: Maria Tucker is assisting people in “Managing the path from Grief to 
Relief” . From 31st January to 2nd February Brigid Main is leading a Retreat “Who is 
Christ for us Today?”  
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News from RAF Bradwell Bay 

The RAF Bradwell Bay Preservation Group wishes you a Happy and successful 
2025. 

There have been some changes in our management committee following some 
resignations at our AGM. Thank you to the people who resigned for your past ser-
vice to the group. 

There are some new people on the committee and hopefully this year will be an 
exciting and eventful year. Currently our website is undergoing a complete re-
vamp, which will reflect the history of RAF Bradwell Bay and keep you up to date 
with events we are attending and details of how to join as a member of the RAF 
Bradwell Bay Preservation Group.  Hopefully this year will see the start of building 
our museum so we can share the history of the RAF in Bradwell on Sea and how 
the village coped with the changes during WW2. 

2025 has a significant celebration and nationwide event to mark. That is of course 
to celebrate the end of WW2. The first date to commemorate is VE Day (Victory in 
Europe). The date is 8th May. VJ Day (Victory over Japan) occurs later on 15th Au-
gust. To date we have linked with Steeple Village to hold an event on 11th May, 
watch our website for more details. On 9th May we will celebrate with a good old 
cockney knees up at the Green Man. We have a pub pianist booked and Mike will 
be serving pie & mash. Should be a good night! 
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Events for 8th May are still being arranged.  VJ commemorations are also still be-
ing planned. Bradwell on Sea played its part in the war, including having a large 
airbase. While the celebrations will be fun the loss of life, and effects on people 
who survived will be recognised.  

The RAF Bradwell Bay preservation Group is hoping for a bumper year, we could 
always receive more help. We need volunteers to help at our exhibition at Othona 
and events we attend. If you have skills that we could use as a group such as ac-
countancy, administration and planning we would like to accept your help.  

The RAF Bradwell Bay Preservation Group seeks to preserve the history of the RAF 
in Bradwell on Sea. We are planning for a museum near the memorial.  

You can help by donating via our website www.rafbradwellbay.co.uk 

 

Bradwell-on-Sea Village Hall Trustees 100 Club 

Charity Number 803054 

 

The Bradwell Village Hall 100 Club draw results for December 2024 are as 
follows.            1st Prize, Ticket 44, Mr Roger Scurrell, £20.00 

2nd Prize, Ticket 3, Mr Rob Smith, £10.00 

3rd Prize, Ticket 49, Mrs Julie Smith, £5.00 

Christmas Draw 

1st Prize, Ticket 55, Mrs Cathy Prout, £130.00 

2nd Prize, Ticket 37, Mrs Carol Hutton, £50.00 

The next draw takes place on the 1st January for the monthly draw. If you would 
like to join the 100 Club please fill in form available in the Community Shop of the 
Village Hall or phone or Text 07710868491. 
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Nature in our Neighbourhood  
Now about to start its third year, Nature 
in our Neighbourhood will be kicking off 
again in October, with a talk from Ste-
phen Dewick about moths and butterflies.  
He has taken some splendid photos, so it 
will be a good session.   
In November we have Jonney Aldridge 
talking about local trees and the national 
initiatives to protect trees from disease.   
We will not be meeting in December but have a good line-up planned for the New 
Year Including Malcolm Hardy on revitalising intertidal shorelines using nature-
driven approaches, Steve Spicer,an Essex Wildlife  Warden, on the Danbury Ridge, 
and Chris Harris, an experienced birder, on birds. 
The speakers all know their stuff and are able to talk about it engagingly.   
Se please do think about coming along to the Village Hall, 7.30 on Wednesdays, 
either the 4th or the 5th Wednesday in the month.   
We have a cuppa and a piece of home made cake over a chat after the session.   
Timetable  

29th January: Malcolm Hardy on Revitalising intertidal shorelines 
26th February: Steve Spicer, on Danbury Ridge  
26th March: tbc                                                                                             

 
Elizabeth Bayliss 

Epiphany 

On 6th January we celebrate Epiphany - the visit of the Wise 
Men to the baby Jesus. But who were these Wise Men? No 
one knows for sure. Matthew calls them ‘Magi’, and that 
was the name of an ancient caste of a priestly kind from 
Persia. It wasn’t until the third century that they were 
called kings - by a church father, Tertullian.   

Another church father, Origin, assumed there were three - 
to correspond with the gifts given. Later Christian interpre-
tation came to understand gold as a symbol of wisdom and wealth, incense as a 
symbol of worship and sacrifice, and myrrh as a symbol of healing - and even em-
balming. Certainly Jesus challenged and set aright the way in which the world han-
dled all three of these things. Since the 8th century, the Magi have had the names 
Balthasar, Caspar and Melchior. 
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JANUARY SERVICES 

Time Service Church Readings 

3rd Friday 

12:00 Communion & Lunch St Lawrence Church TBA 

5th Epiphany 

10:00 Parish Communion St Thomas Bradwell Isaiah 60; 1-6 
Ephesians 3; 1-12 
Matthew 2; 1-12 
Psalm 72; 10-15 

10:00 Morning Worship St Nicholas Tillingham 

10:00 Morning Worship St Lawrence Centre 

15:00 Evening Service St James Dengie 

12th Baptism of Christ 

09.30 Parish Communion St Nicholas Tillingham 
Isaiah 43; 1-7 
Acts 8; 14-17 

Luke 3; 15-17, 21-22 
Psalm 29 

10:00 Café Church St Thomas Bradwell 

10:00 Parish Communion St Lawrence Centre 

15:00 Evening Service St James Dengie 

18.00 Evening Service St Lawrence Church 

19th 2nd Sunday of Epiphany 

08:00 Communion St James Dengie 
Isaiah 62; 1-5 

1 Corinthians 12; 1-11 
John 2; 1-11 

Psalm36; 5-10 

10:00 Communion St Lawrence Church 

10:00 Morning Worship St Lawrence Centre 

10:00 Morning Worship St Nicholas Tillingham 

18:00 Evening Service St Thomas Bradwell 

26th 3rd Sunday of Epiphany 

10:00 Parish Communion St James Dengie 
Nehemiah 8; 1-3, 5-6, 8-10 

1 Corinthians 12; 1-11 
Luke 4; 14-21 

Psalm 19 

10:00 Café Church St Thomas Bradwell 

10:00 Morning Worship St Lawrence Centre 

10:00 Morning Worship St Lawrence Church 

18:00 Evening Service St Nicholas Tillingham 

2nd 
Feb 

Presentation of Christ in the Temple (Candlemas) 

10:00 Parish Communion St Thomas Bradwell Malachi 3; 1-5 
Hebrews 2; 14-end 

Luke 2; 22-40 
Psalm 24; 7-end 

10:00 Morning Worship St Nicholas Tillingham 

10:00 Morning Worship St Lawrence Centre 

15:00 Evening Service St James Dengie 

7th Friday 

12.00 Communion & Lunch St Lawrence Church TBA 
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Weekday Events in January 

 

POPPY APPEAL 2024 

Many thanks to everybody who contributed to the Poppy 
Appeal this year. 

Also very many thanks to those seven volunteers who un-
dertook the house to house and pub collections. 

Day Date Time Event Place 

Friday 3rd 12:00 
Friday Communion and 

Lunch 
St Lawrence 

Church 

Thursday 9th 13:00 Thursday Club 
St Thomas 
Bradwell 

Friday 24th 14.44 Downhall Service Downhall 

Friday 7th March 2025

 
‘World Day of Prayer’ at St Thomas, 

Bradwell-on-Sea 
 

For more information 

contact Theresa on 01621776247 or email tanddreed@gmail.com 
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New Year 2025 

 

 

If we put our hand in God’s hand 

As we enter this New Year 

Not knowing what the future holds 

But that our Friend is near, 

 

We shall not fear what lies ahead 

If He is by our side, 

Nor wander from the pathway 

If He will be our guide. 

 

The Sinless One from heaven came 

To dwell with us on earth, 

He sought and bought us with His blood 

And offered us new birth. 

 

Now as we travel through this year 

He knows the things He’s planned, 

O let us trust and know just this – 

Our times are in His hands. 

 

By Megan Carter 



13 



14 



15 



16 

Advertisement in Village View 
Do you want to Advertise your Business in Village View? We 
have a circulation of 500 households in Bradwell and St Law-
rence and are looking for advertisers to advertise their Club or 
Bussiness in Village View. 
The cost is £50.00 per year for a 1/4 of a page or £25.00 for a 
1/8th of a page. 
If you would like to advertise please email or phone 

Email; stthomaspcc@btinternet.com  
Phone; 01621776341. 
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GATEHOUSE  

Carpentry and Joinery & Building Services 

*Doors, Floors laminate or solid wood *Decking, *Kitchens, *Windows *Doors Wood or 

UPVC (All Colours) *Alterations, *Loft, Garage conversions *UPVC facias, soffits, gutters 

*Brickwork, Driveways, Conservatories *Roofs cut and pitched, *Design and build service, 

*Plastering *Purpose made Joinery, *Stairs and Spindles 

,     Tel: ,07546765233, 01621776743, gatehouse-carpentry@live.com,  

Fully Insured                                     Free Estimates.                                                Est 30yrs 

HONEY FOR SALE 

12 OZ £5.00            8 OZ £3.50  

EGGS FOR SALE £1.20 per box  

OUTSIDE GREEN GATES @ LITTLECROFT, 

MALDON ROAD BRADWELL-ON-SEA  

CM0 7HT 

EVERY WEEKEND, WEATHER & SUPPLIES PEMITING 
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