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PAROCHIAL INFORMATION:                    BRADWELL-ON-SEA 
 

Rector                               Rev Steven Poss  07830150713 
Churchwardens:     Jayne Hill         07598329381 
                                            David Thorpe      07468867831 
Head Teacher St Cedd’s School:         01621776219 
 

Village View Manager 
Roger Scurrell 776341 
 
Church Flowers 
David Thorpe
 07468867831 
 
Flowers at St Peter's Chapel 
David Thorpe
 07468867831 
 
Bell Ringing - Tower Captain 
Laurie Main 776438 
John Pryke 776260 
St Thomas Bradwell Fridays 7.45, 
Sunday Ringing 9.30am 
 
Thursday Club 
Mel Emerson        07961 503951 
David Thorpe
 07468867831 
St Thomas' Chapman Room - 1st 
Thursday of Month 2-4pm 
  
Rainbows   5 – 7 yrs 
Brownies   7 - 10 years 
Guides 10-14yrs 
For  information  07757636446 
enquiries@girlguidingessexne.org.
uk 
 
Parish Safeguarding 
Representative  Graeme Eyre 
    01621776961/07985520634 
 
 

Pastoral Assistant 
David Thorpe           07468867831 
 
St. Cedd's School Parent-Teacher 
Association 
Secretary Contact School 776219  
 
Clerk to the Parish Council  
Kelly Andrews. Email 
clerk@bradwellonsea-pc.gov.uk 
Parish Council meetings Village 
Hall, 3rd Monday 7.30pm 
 
 Parish Council Chairman 
 Hillary Baker      776575  
 
District Councillor 
Matthew Neall                  776956 
 
P.C.C. Secretary  
Roger Scurrell       07710 868491  
 
Othona Community  
Warden David Jenkins    776564 
 
St Peters Chapel Chaplain 
Rev S Poss                07830150713 
 
Village Hall Trustee’s 
Booking Secretary 
Mr R Scurrell                       776341 
Booking  

Bradwell Women's Institute 
Secretary Mrs T Reed       776247 
Village Hall 2nd Wed 19.30 
 
Bradwell Flower Show 
 Teresa Fowler 776588  
 
Bradwell Quay Yacht Club 
Secretary: 
Mr R. Price              01621)890173 
 
Mobile Library 
 Every three weeks Thursdays East 
End Rd outside church 
10.55— 11.25 
 
Local Policing Team 
Non Emergency               101 
Emergency                                   999 
 
Crimestoppers 
Anonymous Crime Reporting 
                                       0800555111 
 
The Dengie Medical Centre 
Tillingham                            778383 
 
The Trinity Medical Centre 
Mayland 745400 
 
Two Rivers Association for  
Age Concern  
Secretary Age Concern  
                                  01245 264499 
 
 

 
If any of the above information is incorrect or you wish to publicise your 

organisation then please contact Roger Scurrell on 01621 776341 or 
email stthomaspcc@btinternet.com 

 

 

mailto:enquiries@girlguidingessexne.org.uk
mailto:enquiries@girlguidingessexne.org.uk
mailto:clerk@bradwellonsea-pc.gov.uk
mailto:stthomaspcc@btinternet.com
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From the Vicarage 
 

Dear Friends, 

Happy New Year from myself Kate and Phoebe after our First Christmas! 

During Advent, we welcomed the Archdeacon of Chelmsford, The Ven Jonathan 
Croucher, to lead our Carol Service at St James Church in Dengie, and to dedicate 
and bless the Asheldham War Memorial, due to the sale of Asheldham Church.  

The Asheldham War Memorial commemorates the First World War (1914-1918), 
and is a brass plate in a wooden frame on the wall in St James Church, Dengie. 
Although Asheldham Church has been closed for a number of years and upkeep 
has not been in the building for some time, the memorial is in good condition. 

Advent and Christmas was another special time in Bradwell and St Lawrence. The 
services were really fitting of the season. 

I am now on Sabbatical until the beginning of April, so if you have any queries 
during this time, please contact the Churchwardens on the contact page of the 
magazine. 

God bless, 

Reverend Steven 

 

March Village View 
All copy for the March Village View should be sent to Roger 
Scurrell by phone (776341), posted through the letterbox of 
6 St Thomas’ Row, Bradwell, or by email to the address 
below, all by February 15th. We do not accept articles after 
this date. 

Copy may also be submitted as a text or Microsoft Word or 
Publisher file, either on CD or, better still, by email to 
stthomaspcc@btinternet.com. We ask you to limit your 
article to 300-350 words and please include a picture. 

 

Village View Distribution  

Can you help distribute Village View around the Village. We need distributors in 
the following areas. Bradwell Wick to St Peters Court, Downhall to Waterside end 
of Trusses Road and Maldon Rd from the Garage to Village Hall and Orplands. If 
you can help please contact Roger Scurrell Tel 07710868491 

 



4 
 

The Communion Cup of Bradwell-juxta-Mare 1626 
 

At the start of 2026 we can celebrate that, for 400 years this Communion Cup 
has been in Bradwell-Juxta-Mare. 

At the time the chalice came to Bradwell-juxta-Mare the Parson was Aegidius 
Burie (Giles Bury), who was rector from 1615 TO 1640. 

The shape and design indicate a huge 
change in style of worship in England. 
In the 1620s, communion chalices 
were transitioning from ornate 
Catholic vessels to simpler Protestant 
"cups" or "goblets”.

  
These were often 

made from melted-down medieval 
chalices to serve the whole 
congregation rather than just the 
priest, reflecting post- Reformation 
changes towards plainer worship 

In 1626 

The Act of Uniformity mandated that 
all  services in the Church of England 
be conducted according to the Book 
of Common Prayer, making it the 
only legal liturgy. 

The Coronation Service was changed 
to an English-language rite and was 
devised by a commission of Anglican 
bishops for Charles 1's coronation in 
1626. This was the notable liturgical 
event of that year. Previous Protestant 

monarchs had used a Latin rite. 

Charles l's coronation in 1626, held on February 2nd at Westminster Abbey in 
London, marked his formal accession after inheriting the throne in 1625. The 
event was notable for the absence of his Catholic wife, Henrietta Maria, who 
refused to attend a Protestant ceremony. It highlighted early tensions over 
religion and royal authority that would later lead to Civil War. It was the last 
time the ancient Edward the Confessor's Crown Jewels were used, before 
their  destruction. 
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Bradwell-on-Sea WI meeting  

Wednesday 14th January at the Village Hall 

 

A craft night with Eunice 

 

Our January meeting saw one of our very crafty, multi-talented members, Eunice, 
lead a lovely evening of crafting. We created felt hearts as badges, cards or 

decorations as part of 
the WI’s Show the Love 
campaign. The 
campaign aims to show 
support for caring for 
the environment and 
protecting the world 
around us. With plenty 
of felt, thread and 
embellishments to 
choose from, everyone 
got stuck in and no two 
hearts were the same! 
(Some more 
professional than 
others!). 

Carol also organised a very competitive photo competition, with members poring 
over photographs from years gone by and carefully examining faces to guess who 
was who. There was plenty of laughter as we discovered just how much some 
people had changed and how some hadn’t at all! 

It was a thoroughly enjoyable way to start the New Year, catching up with one 
another after the festive break and spending time together again. 

Our next meeting is on the 12th of February in the village hall, where we will be 
joined by Stephen Dewick for his talk on Butterflies. 

New members are always welcome; there is just a small fee of £5 for non-
members, so please feel free to come along! If you have any questions about what 
we get up to, you can contact Sue Pirret on 07824696807 or 
sue@dailygrindimports.com 

Alice Nightingale 

mailto:sue@dailygrindimports.com
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News from RAF Bradwell Bay 

Tales from RAF Bradwell Bay  
In the last issue I talked of what happened to the airfield after the war. During the 
week I had an email from D’Arcy Serrell-Watts whose family had owned the land 
that the airfield was built on. He was a schoolboy during the war and was adopted 
as the Squadron Mascot of 488 Squadron.  

This was what he told me: 

The airfield returned to our ownership by de-requisitioning after the war. 

We used the main runway as my father had a Belgian friend who flew from 
Antwerp to shoot on several occasions, I myself landed a plane (being an RAF 
National Service pilot) on it in 1958 and Bill McAlpine made regular flights during 
the construction of the power station. The installation of the overhead cables in 
about 1961 put a stop to all that! 

From the end of the war we leased some ex-RAF buildings, to which you refer, to 
the US Airforce who maintained the range at Sand Beach. The unit was 
commanded by Colonel Jake Reasonover who was a good friend. I was present 
with him in the tower at St Peter’s when the pilot of an F86 got into a spin at about 
6000ft above us from which he was unable to recover and crashed on the marsh a 
hundred yards in front of us.   

 

The RAF Bradwell Bay Preservation Group has a Facebook page  

RAF Bradwell Bay Preservation Group (Type in whole address) and our website 
www.rafbradwellbay.com. 

The RAF Bradwell Bay Preservation Group seeks to preserve the history of the RAF 
in Bradwell on Sea. We are planning for a museum near the memorial.  

You can contact us via rafbradwellbay@gmail.com 

 
 

http://www.rafbradwellbay.com/
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The Othona Community, at the start of 2026. 

You may remember that the Othona Community, 
Bradwell on Sea, retained 11 acres of land, when the 
Charity sold East Hall Farm a few years ago to shift 
financial assets to a more flexible investment portfolio. 
The changed financial structure has enabled the 
Community to support the development of both 
centres, here in Essex and in West Dorset. The retention 
of this Essex acreage is in addition to the area already in 

use for buildings, gardens and wildlife habitats, The Eleven Acres, surrounded now 
by basic fencing and newly planted hedgerows, is used partly as additional car 
parking, and a place for people to set up their tents and campervans, so that more 
people can stay and share time in the Community. The rest is mainly for wildlife: 
ground habitats, wild flowers, nesting boxes, a new pond area and the potential 
for much more. Othona looks ever more beautiful as the year unfolds, with 
glimpses of snowdrops, daffodils, primroses and the joy of new catkins, fresh 
leaves and bright grasses, and with the cheerful pots and baskets that line the step 
around the grapevine along the front of the Norman Motley Building. 

Idyllic? Yes, but “you should have seen the garden when the Lord had it to 
himself!” -  as the old gardener once said to an admiring passer-by.  

Many people in and around Bradwell-on-Sea, Tillingham and St. Lawrence love to 
garden and enjoy cheerful company. Would you like to join a gardening group 
starting this spring, to share in maintaining and developing the existing fruit, 
flower and wildlife garden areas, and to be part of a team to bring some of The 
Eleven Acres into fruitful use for our residents and visitors, both human, and wild 
& wonderful?  Volunteering your time occasionally, with a regular local gardening 
group, or as an individual enjoying the solitude of this peaceful place – all are 
welcome. Please contact the Warden/Manager David, (details below.) 

Gardening is just one of the community’s activities happening at present. The 
“Place to Simply Be” week in January was a peaceful, refreshing break for those 
who shared time together in friendship. Cooking, spring -cleaning, programme-
planning, events co-ordinating, and all the administration inevitable in a modern 
Charity, take up so much time for our very small paid and volunteer staff group, 
Othona could never have survived for these past 80 years without the thousands 
of local, national and international volunteers who have made the Community 
what it is. Come and join us, to help prepare our beautiful Centre’s gardens for the 
80th Anniversary Summer Programme of reflections and celebrations, Work, 
Worship, Study and Play together.  
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The Programme for 2026 is rolling out, do have a look at our Website. There are 
four events open to all, this February: Sewing and Craft Weekend 6th /8th; Half 
Term 16th/20th; Working Weekend 20th/23rd; and The Hidden Life of Trees with 
Revd Brigid main 27th Feb to 1st March. Local day visitors always welcome to book 
and join in, or just pop in for a cuppa! 

Othona is accessed through East Hall Farm, East End Rd, Bradwell on Sea, through 
the wind powered gate: exit token from office.  Our Manager/Warden is David 
Jenkins. Website   www.othonaessex.org.uk. Email bradwell@othona.org. 
Telephone 01621 776564. 

 

Pebbles 
Pebbles is a free play time session for babies, toddlers, and their carers. 
From Monday  12 January 2026  we will be open between 10 - 12 at the Church 
Centre, Main Road St Lawrence when we offer a Coffee and Play time for 

babies, toddlers and their carers. A range of craft 
variety of toys, story time & songs are offered,  as 
well as refreshments for adults and little ones 
alike.  
We will also offer a free session in February half 
term for the little ones and their siblings.  
We look forward to welcoming you. for more info 

phone Eunice 01621 778904  or Ann 01621 779630 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Bradwell-on-Sea Village Hall Trustees 100 Club 

 

 Charity Number 803054 

The Bradwell Village Hall 100 Club draw results for January 2026 are as follows. 

1st Prize, Ticket 91, Helen Waterlow £20.00 
2nd Prize, Ticket 3, Rob Smith £10.00 

3rd Prize, Ticket 37, Carol Hu􀆩on, £5.00 
The next draw takes place on the 1st February. if you would like to join the 100 Club 
please fill in form available in the Community Shop of the Village Hall or phone or 
Text 07710868491. 
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MALDON DISTRICT HERITAGE WINTER TALKS 2025-26 

Following the last two of these talks which were held in Bradwell in December and 
January which were very well attended with 80 people attending the December 
talk on wooden framed structures in Bradwell and the January talk with 120 
people attending on the River Blackwater and Estuary. 

The last two of these talks are happening in February and March. Please find 
the details below. 

7pm Doors open / 7.30pm Talks start / 9pm Finish FREE 
ADMISSION: no pre-booking required 
FURTHER INFORMATION: Tim Howson, Principal Conservation and Heritage 
Officer tim.howson@maldon.gov.uk 

 
Friday 6th February 2026: Stephen Nunn – Dr SALTER (1841-1932) of  TOLLESHUNT 
D’ARCY – A Larger than Life Character 

VENUE: Tolleshunt D’Arcy Village Hall 
Dr John Henry Salter was a truly remarkable man – one of 
England’s last eccentrics. He lived nearly all his life in the 
village of Tolleshunt D’Arcy and achieved so much. He left his 
mark in very many sectors and his successes can be measured 
by some quite staggering, almost unbelievable statistics. 
Listen to Stephen tell his story. 
 
 
 
 

3rd March 2026: Maria Medlycott – Recent Archaeological Discoveries in Essex  
VENUE: Friends Meeting House, Butt Lane, 
Maldon, CM9 5HD 
Maria will present the results of the more 
interesting recent archaeological sites in Essex, and 
will discuss how these fit into our wider 
understanding of the  
archaeological evidence for the county. The sites 
help answer the question of how to fit 197 dead 
Saxons into one small hut, and the surprise 
discovery of an Essex  

Roman villa by a man in Cheshire. 

 

 

 

mailto:%20tim.howson@maldon.gov.uk
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FEBRUARY SERVICES 
 

Time Service  Church Readings 

1st  Candlemass 

10:00 Communion St Thomas Bradwell Malachi 3;1-5 
Hebrews 2;14-18 

Luke;.22-40  
Psalm 24;7-10  

10:00 Morning Worship  St Nicholas Tillingham 

10:00 Morning Worship  St Lawrence Centre 

15:00 Evening Service St James Dengie 

6th  Friday 

12:00 Communion St Lawrence Church   

8th  2nd before Lent 

10:00 Communion St Nicholas Tillingham Genesis 1;1 - 2.3 
Romans 8;18-25 

Matthew 6;25-34 
Psalm 136; 1-9,23-26  

10:00 Café Church St Thomas Bradwell 

10:00 Communion St Lawrence Centre 

18:00 Evening Service St Lawrence Church 

15th  Next before Lent 

08:00 Holy Communion   St James Dengie 
Exodus 24;12-18 
2 Peter 1;16-21 

Matthew 17;1-9  
Psalm 2 

  

10:00 Communion   St Lawrence Church 

10:00 Morning Worship  St Lawrence Centre 

10:00 Morning Worship  St Nicholas Tillingham 

18:00 Evening Service St Thomas Bradwell 

18th  Ash Wednesday 

19:00 
Ash Wednesday 

Joint communion 
and Ashing 

St Nicholas Tillingham 

Isaiah 58;1-12 
2 Corinthians 5;20b - 

6.10 
Matthew 6;1-6,16-21 

22nd  Lent 1 

10:00 Communion St James Dengie 
Genesis 2;15-17; 3;1-7 

Romans 5;12-19 
Matthew 4;1-11 

 Psalm 32  

10:00 Café Church St Thomas Bradwell 

10:00 Morning Worship  St Lawrence Centre 

10:00 Morning Worship  St Lawrence Church 

18:00 Evening Service St Nicholas Tillingham 

26th  Thursday 

09:00 Communion St Peters Chapel    
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Time Service  Church Readings 

1st Mar Lent 2 

10:00 Communion  St Thomas Bradwell Genesis 12;1-4a 
Romans 4;1-5,13-17 

John 3;1-17  
Psalm 121  

10:00 Morning Worship  St Nicholas Tillingham 

10:00 Morning Worship  St Lawrence Centre 

15:00 Evening Service St James Dengie 

 

 

Diary of 2026 Events 
Below are a list of dates of events being held during the first three months of  
2026. If you or your organisation have dates that you would like advertised, please 
email details to stthomaspcc@btinternet.com for inclusion.  

 
February 
5th Thursday Club St Thomas Church 2pm, 11th Women’s Institute Village Hall 
Committee Room 7.30pm, 16th Parish Council Village Hall Committee Room 
7.30pm, 17th Shrove Tuesday, 18th Ash Wednesday, 18th Green Space Games 
Sports and Activities Village Hall 10-12.00. 
 
March 
5th Thursday Club St Thomas Church 2pm, 5th PCC meeting Chapman Room at 
7pm, 11th Women’s Institute Village Hall Committee Room 7.30pm, 16th Parish 
Council Village Hall Committee Room 7.30pm, 
  
April 
21nd Thursday Club St Thomas Church 2pm, 8th Women’s Institute Village Hall 
Committee Room 7.30pm, 20th Parish Council Village Hall Committee Room 
7.30pm, 
 
In addition to the above on:- 
Mondays Pebbles 10 to 12 at St Lawrence Centre 
Wednesdays Rainbows and Brownies. (See Parochial Information for 
Contact Numbers) 
Fridays Badminton & Table Tennis 10-12 in Bradwell Village Hall 

 
 
 

mailto:stthomaspcc@btinternet.com
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Bradwell Church Cemetery 
Bradwell Cemetery is looked after by the Church and is funded by a bequest from 
Ernest J Gale and Church of England set Fees from Burials and Cremated Remains 
and from Head stones. 

Ernest J Gale farmed Orplands Farm in Bradwell and also owned the market and 
Auction House in Southminster. Ernest Gale died 100 years ago on Christmas Day 
in 1925 and was aged 65. In his will he left £3000 to the Rector and 
Churchwardens for the upkeep of Bradwell Cemetery along with other bequests to 
the Parish Council for a Village Hall and Recreation Facility and money towards the 
East window in the church. 

The interest on the Bequest brings into the Cemetery Fund about £650 a year, the 
fees for burials and Cremated remains bring into the Cemetery Fund around £400 
- £700 a year (this depends on the number of Burials in a year), and giving towards 
the upkeep of the Cemetery about £700 a year which is spent on Cemetery 
maintenance, cutting the grass and maintenance of the trees. 

The maintenance of the Cemetery 
is carried out by an employed 
person who cuts the grass 
throughout the year and also 
volunteers who cut back 
overgrowing blackberry bushes 
trimming trees and removing the 
base of the trunk growth from the 
Lime Trees and burning this waste. 

If you would like to volunteer to 
help this small group of volunteers, 
we really need more hands to help 
us do this work. The work can be 
suited to what you are able to do 
from pruning Ivory from a tree, 
removing blackberry growth, 
removing the shoots from the base 
of the limes, having a bonfire or 
painting the fence. 

If you can help please contact 
Roger Scurrell for details, we can meet at the most convenient times for our 
volunteers and decide how frequently we want to meet. 

I look forward in hearing from you, I want our Cemetery to look clean and tidy and 
cared for, please volunteer to help achieve this. 
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PAROCHIAL INFORMATION: St Lawrence 

Rector Rev Steven Poss 07830150713 

Churchwardens: Jane Pudney                  01621772345 
                                                               Gerry Lewsey            07516347520 
 

Village View 
Eunice Siggins                           778904 
 
PCC Secretary  
Victoria Eley email .eley@icloud.com 
 
Rainbows   5 – 7 yrs 
Brownies   7 - 10 years 
Guides 10-14yrs 
For  information  07757636446 
enquiries@girlguidingessexne.org.uk 
 
District Councillor 
Linda Haywood 
Clr.lindahaywood@maldon.gov.uk 
Wendy Laybourne 
Clr.wendy.laybourne@maldon.co.uk 
 
Parish Council Chairman 
Marion Gibson 
clrgibsob@stlawrence.pc.gov.uk 
 
Clerk to the Parish Council 
Kevin Money 
clerk@stlawrence.pc.gov.uk 
Council meet on 4th Wednesday oif 
each month in Village Hall 
 
Stone Sailing Club 
Weekdays                               779344 
 
Church Flowers 
Rev S Poss                07830150713  
 
Children Society 
Eunice Siggins                    778904 
 
 

St Lawrence Singers 
Friday at 5.45-7.00pm, Church 
Centre 
Shirley Masterson 07956799989 
 
Bridge Club 
Mondays 1.30 Church Centre 
 
St Lawrence Social Club 
1st Wednesday of month at 
Village Hall 
Secretary Gwen Adams   778386 
 
Coffee Morning 
Tuesday at 10.30am Church 
Centre 
 
Wednesday Board Games 
2 -4.00pm Church Centre 
 
Fridays Hobbies and Leisure 
10.00am Church Centre 
 
St Lawrence Village Hall 
Bookings Marion Gibson  778102 
 
Friends of St Lawrence 
Newlands 
Carole Taylor                    778523 
John Barnes                      779267 
 
Table Tennis 
Tuesdays 3-5pm at Village Hall 
           

 Diddydots Pre School 
Monday – Friday 8am-2pm Term 
Time, Village Hall     
 
Wendy Butterwick Keep Fit 
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 
7.30-8pm, Village Hall 
 
Age Concern 
01245 264499 Two Rivers 
Association for Age Concern 
 
Mobile Library 
Every Three weeks, Thursdays St 
Lawrence Bay, Village Hall 11:40-
12:10 
 
Local Policing Team 
Non Emergency               
101 
Emergency                                   
999 
 
Crimestoppers 
Anonymous Crime Reporting 
                                     0800555111 
 
The Dengie Medical Centre 
Tillingham                           778383 
 
The Trinity Medical Centre 
Mayland                           745400 
 
 
 

 
If any of the above information is incorrect or you wish to publicise your 

organisation then please contact Eunice Siggins on 01621 77778904 

 

 
 

mailto:.eley@icloud.com
mailto:enquiries@girlguidingessexne.org.uk
mailto:Clr.lindahaywood@maldon.gov.uk
mailto:Clr.wendy.laybourne@maldon.co.uk
mailto:clrgibsob@stlawrence.pc.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@stlawrence.pc.gov.uk
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