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From the Vicarage 
 

Dear Friends, 

This Lent, which begins on Ash Wednesday which is Wednesday 5th March, we are 
encouraged to put down deep roots of hope by connecting with God who is with 
us at all times. 

The Church of England’s Lent theme for 2025 is Living Hope. In Lent we journey 
with Jesus on the difficult and thorny road that leads all the way to the cross on 
Good Friday – and beyond, to the transformation of Easter Day. 

God invites us to bring to him our own journey through everyday life. In the disap-
pointment of daily setbacks and the pain of deeper hurts, we discover that God is 
present with us. And God promises a future where all things are healed and made 
new.   

Living Hope offers us the opportunity to deepen our hope in God and be part of 
what God is doing to bring hope in the world. 

The readings and reflections explore how we can have hope in times of frustration 
or uncertainty; the hope found in joining with others; the invitation to notice signs 
of hope around us; the courage to face reality and pursue a hopeful future; and 
the ways God transforms death into life at Easter. 

The reflections have been written by Cathrine Fungai Ngangira and Belle Tindall – 
both contributors to Wild Bright Hope: The Big Church Read Lent Book 
2025 (SPCK) – together with Victoria Mason, Everyday Faith Editor for the Church 
of England. 

These reflections will be available in a Church House Publishing booklet (published 
in January) and also in the Everyday Faith app. 

There will also be a daily challenge for children and families available as a booklet 
and in free digital form from February 2025. 

God bless, 

Reverend Steven 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://spckpublishing.co.uk/wild-bright-hope-225
https://spckpublishing.co.uk/wild-bright-hope-225
https://www.churchofengland.org/faith-life/exploring-faith/everyday-faith
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March Village View 
All copy for the March Village View should be sent to Roger 
Scurrell by phone (776341), posted through the letterbox of 6 St 
Thomas’ Row, Bradwell, or by email to the address below, all by 
February 15th. 

Copy may also be submitted as a text or Microsoft Word or 
Publisher file, either on CD or, better still, by email to stthom-
aspcc@btinternet.com. We ask you to limit your article to 300-
350 words and please include a picture. 

We apologise but no articles will be accepted after February 
15th. 

If you belong to an organisation that does not yet submit articles for the Village 
View we would like to hear from you even in longhand if you do not have access to 
a computer. Any news you have is always very welcome. 

CHILDREN'S SOCIETY HOME COLLECTION BOX 
If you have a CHILDREN'S SOCIETY HOME COLLECTION BOX it is due for emptying 
NOW - please contact Eunice Siggins to arrange for your box to be emptied. 

Contact Eunice also, if you do not have a home collection box and would like one 

THE CHIDREN'S SOCIETY ARE AIMING TO BUILD A WORLD WHERE CHIL-
DREN CAN GROW UP 'SAFE, HAPPY AND HOPEFUL' AND ALL DONATIONS 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE, ARE IMPORTANT AND ARE WELCOME.   

Contact Eunice on 01621 778904 to arrange  

Many thanks.  Eunice  

Prayer for February 2025 

Dear Lord, February can be a trying month, but there are special associations too 
and we thank you for the hope they bring. 
In February we remember how Jesus was taken, as a baby, to the Temple. Simeon 
took Him in his arms and by the power of the Holy Spirit, recognised Him as the 
Saviour you had sent as a light, to bring revelation to the whole world. And how 
this world needs your light and revelation in this new year, 2025. 
Lord – as we notice more light in the lengthening days of this month, as we see 
the promise of the Spring in the bobbing heads of the beautiful snowdrops – help 
us most of all to recognise Jesus as our Light and to trust in Him as our Lord and 
Saviour. 
Thank you, Lord, for the gift of each new day. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

By Daphne Kitching 
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Bradwell WI 

Wednesday 8th January at the Village Hall 

 

Learning to sign with Brigid 

 

Our January meeting saw our multi-talented member Brigid share her knowledge 
of British Sign Language (BSL) and Makaton with us, and what a fascinating even-
ing it was! Brigid explained that sign language isn’t just about hands—it’s a combi-

nation of hand movements, lip reading, and faci-
al expressions. You use your whole body, which 
makes it incredibly expressive. Brigid explained 
how its immersive nature is one of the reasons 
she incorporates it into worship. It truly becomes 
a whole experience. 

The evening wasn’t just about learning—it was 
about doing, too! Brigid taught us how to sign 
different animals, and we had great fun guessing 
each one. The highlight of the evening came 
when we all signed “Away in a Manger” together. 
The combination of movement and meaning 
gave the carol a whole new depth and made it 
feel especially moving.  

It was a thoroughly enjoyable and thought-
provoking evening. While we learned a lot, we 

weren’t quite ready to take on “Jerusalem” just yet—but who knows wha t the 
future holds? 

Our next meeting is on the 12th of February in the village hall, where we will be 
joined by Brian Carline for his talk, ‘Soil, Sweat and Tears.’ 

New members are always welcome; there is just a small fee of £5 for non-
members, so please feel free to come along! If you have any questions about 
what we get up to, you can contact Sue Pirret on 07824696807 or 
sue@dailygrindimports.com 

Alice Nightingale 

 

mailto:sue@dailygrindimports.com


6 

The Othona Community  

When you walk round the sea wall from St Peter's Chapel 
towards Bradwell Waterside, you will climb a few steps, then 
have the mud flats to your right and a thicket to your left. 
Much of this thicket was planted in the 1970s and 1980s, 
with other planting around the upper field to provide screen-
ing from wind and weather, and habitats for birds and other 
wildlife.  Walk a little further and you will see the 'old field' 
where the first Othona huts were built in the 1940s and 
1950s, these old buildings now restored and repurposed, and surrounded by yet more 
planting, winding up towards the First Beach through the Othona Coastal Park. Now, 
something even the most frequent sea wall ramblers may not yet have seen: as you 
continue, look back and you will see the new boundary of Othona's eleven-acre addi-
tion, just now planted with young native trees, soon to be a hedgerow to further in-
crease opportunities for birds, mammals, reptiles and insects to join this diverse Com-
munity.  

As we welcome new arrivals, both human and animal, so must a sad goodbye be said, 
too. David James died on 29th December, aged 83, leaving his widow Terry. Dave was 
more than just a Community member of almost 70 years, he was part of Bradwell, the 
village he loved. Blind since childhood, this never stopped Dave enjoying life to the 
full, playing his guitar and singing in the Chapel, the pubs, Othona concerts, and  fund-
raising at the  Lifeboat fetes. His memorial service is at St Peter's Chapel and Othona 
on the afternoon of 22nd March, for a fuller picture of his life do look at the Othona 
Essex website. 

January has been a fairly quiet month at Othona as usual, giving the resident 
team.and volunteers a bit of a break after a lively Christmas and New Year celebra-
tions, and before the start of another full-on year of activities and events for all. Com-
ing up in February: 

Who is Christ for us today? Fri 31st Jan to Sun 2nd Feb. Led by Revd. Brigid Main.  

February Half Term Week Mon 17th to Fri 21st Feb, family activity week Building a 
Neurodiverse Community, Mon 3rd to Thurs 6th March. 

Wild Edges with Fiona Koefoed-Jesperson, a contemplative retreat. 

Easter - A Landscape Liturgy led by Paul Lucas, and sharing time with Parish Church 
worship, Thur 17th to Tue 22nd April. 

We hope these events will.be shared by resident and local day visitors alike, further 
details of these and upcoming events are on the Website.  All  are welcome to book 
for a stay or a meal, or to pop in for a cuppa and a chat. If anyone is interested, or 
knows someone who may be interested in the  resident team vacancies for Warden/
Manager, their deputy, and the cook/caterering hospitality lead,  please see the Web-
site or contact Othona Essex. 
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News from RAF Bradwell Bay 

Bradwell on Sea can be proud of its history with the Royal Airforce. RAF Bradwell 
Bay was a base in fighter Command but was not a Battle of Britain station as it 
didn’t open until 1941 and became operational in 1942. However, Bradwell 
played its part in the Battle of Britain as the Dengie Flats firing range, opened in 
1938 and was to train many pilots who went on to fly in the Battle of Britain. 

Once operational RAF Bradwell Bay played its part in many well-known operations 
during the war. This included Dieppe and the Normandy Invasion. The bases went 
operational at a time when Fighter Command was changing from Defensive tac-
tics to Offensive. 

Around the time of the D Day invasion Hitler started his fight back by introducing 
his secret weapon, the flying bomb or V1 rocket. These were pilotless aircraft, the 
first attack was on 13th June 1944, one week after D Day. Britain’s defence against 
this new weapon was Anti-Aircraft guns, Barrage balloons and fighter Aircraft.  

Aircraft from Bradwell Bay flew what was known as Diver operations in which air-
craft would try to shoot down the V1’s before hitting London and other high pop-
ulation areas. Sometimes pilots would also try tipping the V1 off course with their 
wing, this must have taken some nerve! 

 
In September the next development of the Vengeance weapon was launched, 
that was known as the V2. The V2 was expensive but was a last-ditch effort by the 
Nazi’s to win the war, which in fact they had already lost.  

The V2 was harder to chase as the speed and altitude of the rockets was beyond 
any conventional aircraft the RAF had then. The V2 was reaching towards the out-
er limits of the Earth’s atmosphere. 

RAF Bradwell Bay did have a visit from a V2 rocket which hit runway 2 on 30th Jan-
uary 1945. The Station Operational record Book states: 
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“d)   A V2 landed on the NW/SE runway at approximately 1534 hours making a 
crater 25 yards wide and approximately the same depth.   No casualties were 
caused, and only slight damage to buildings nearby.   The Works Flight began im-
mediate repairs and worked through the night under very trying conditions (i.e. 
wind and snow).   P/O GREEN, i/c Works Flight tackled this job in a praiseworthy 
manner. 

(e)   All personnel on the Station were engaged in clearing the main runway of 
snow which was serviceable for night flying at 1630 hours.” 

In fact, the repairs to runway 2 kept collapsing and the runway was never reinstat-
ed. A line of trees was planted to mark the spot.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The RAF Bradwell Bay Preservation Group seeks to preserve the history of the RAF 
in Bradwell on Sea. We are planning for a museum near the memorial.  

You can help by donating via our website www.rafbradwellbay.co.uk 
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Bradwell-on-Sea Village Hall Trustees 100 Club 

 

 Charity Number 803054 

The Bradwell Village Hall 100 Club draw results for January 2025 are as follows. 

1st Prize, Ticket 53, Mrs Chris Noble £20.00 

2nd Prize, Ticket 47, Mrs Jeane Horner, £10.00 

3rd Prize, Ticket 11, Mr Kevin Scurrell , £5.00 

The next draw takes place on the 1st February for the monthly draw. If you would 
like to join the 100 Club please fill in form available in the Community Shop of the 
Village Hall or phone or Text 07710868491. 

‘World Day of Prayer’ 
10.30 at St Thomas, Bradwell-on-Sea 

‘I MADE YOU WONDERFUL’ 
PREPARED BY Christian women from the Cook Islands 

All are welcome to join in being part of a wonderful wave of prayer encir-
cling the globe, praying with and for the Cook Islands and its people. 

 
 

For more information 

contact Theresa on 01621776247 or email tanddreed@gmail.com 
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FEBRUARY SERVICES 
Time Service Church Readings 

2nd Presentation 

10:00 Communion St Thomas Bradwell Malachi 3; 1-5 
Hebrews 2; 14-18 

Luke 2; 22-40 
Psalm 24; 7-10 

10:00 Café Church St Nicholas Tillingham 

10:00 Morning Worship St Lawrence Centre 

15:00 Evening Service St James Dengie 

7th Friday 

12:00 
Communion with 

Lunch 
St Lawrence Church   

9th 4th before Lent 

10:00 Communion St Nicholas Tillingham Isaiah 6; 1-8 
1 Corinthians 15; 1-11 

Luke 5; 1-11 
Psalm 138 

10:00 Morning Café Church St Thomas Bradwell 

10:00 Communion St Lawrence Centre 

18:00 Evening Service St Lawrence Church 

16th 3rd before Lent 

08:00 Holy Communion St James Dengie 
Jeremiah 17.5-10 

1 Corinthians 15.12-20 
Luke 6.17-26 

Psalm 1 
  

10:00 Communion St Lawrence Church 

10:00 Morning Worship St Lawrence Centre 

10:00 Morning Worship St Nicholas Tillingham 

18:00 Evening Service St Thomas Bradwell 

23rd 2nd before Lent 

10:00 Communion St James Dengie 
Genesis 2; 4b-9,15-25 

Revelation 4 
Luke 8; 22-25 

Psalm 65 

10:00 Café Church St Thomas Bradwell 

10:00 Morning Worship St Lawrence Centre 

10:00 Morning Worship St Lawrence Church 

18:00 Evening Service St Nicholas Tillingham 

3th 
Mar 

Sunday next before Lent 

10:00 Communion St Thomas Bradwell Exodus 34; 29-35 
2 Corinthians 3; 12 – 4; 2 

Luke 9; 28-36 
Psalm 99 

10:00 Morning Worship St Nicholas Tillingham 

10:00 Morning Worship St Lawrence Centre 

15:00 Evening Service St James Dengie 

5th Ash Wednesday 

19:00 
Communion with 

Ashing 
St Thomas Bradwell   
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Diary of 2025 Events 

Below are a list of dates that are happening throughout 2025. If you or your or-
ganisation have dates that you would like advertised, please email details to 
stthomaspcc@btinternet.com for inclusion. It is hoped to publish events every 
month for the coming three months and every Quarter for the year ahead. 

 

February 
6th Thursday Club St Thomas Church 2pm, 12th Women’s Institute Brian 
Carline for his talk, ‘Soil, Sweat and Tears.’, 17th Parish Council 19.30 in 
Village Hall, 22nd Beetle Drive St Thomas Church, 26th Nature in our 
Neighbourhood, Steve Spicer, on Danbury Ridge 
March 
4th Pancake Celebrations St Thomas Church, 6th Thursday Club St Thom-
as Church 2pm, 12th Women’s Institute, 17th Parish Council 19.30 in Vil-
lage Hall, 26th Nature in our Neighbourhood 
April 
6th Thursday Club St Thomas Church 2pm, 9th Women’s Institute, 18th 
Good Friday, 20th Easter Day, 21st Bank Holiday 30th Nature in our Neigh-
bourhood 
May 
7th Bradwell Women’s Institute 100 year Celebrations 
June 
July 
June 30th to 3rd July School Pilgrimage at St Peters Chapel, 5th Pilgrimage 
St Peters Chaple 
August 
2nd Flower Show 
September 
October 
November 
29th Bradwell Christmas 
Fayre at Village Hall 
December 

Time Service Church Readings 

7th Friday 

12:00 
Communion with 

Lunch 
St Lawrence Church   

mailto:stthomaspcc@btinternet.com
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TABLE TOP SALE 

 

 

 

 
ST LAWRENCE VILLAGE HALL 

 

Saturday 8th February 

 

10am  to  2pm 

 

Tea, coffee & CAKES 

available 

 
£10 per table - please book in advance  

call Ann  -  01621 779630 

or Eunice - 01621 778904 
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St. Thomas Church, Bradwell-on-Sea 

Beetle Drive 

Saturday 22nd February 2025 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Arrive from 6.30 pm 

Dices Roll at 7.00 pm 

In the Chapman Room at St. Thomas Church 

Light nibbles provided, bring your own drinks. 

 Entrance £3.00 (funds raised to benefit Church Upkeep) 

Raffle tickets available on the night. 

 

Tickets available from the Church PCC. Alternatively 
email gceyre@gmail.com to reserve spaces. 

 

mailto:gceyre@gmail.com
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St Thomas Church 

PANCAKE DAY 
0n Tuesday 4th March from 3 pm- 5pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You are welcome to come along to St Thomas Church Chapman 
Room on Pancake Day (Shrove Tuesday) to have a pancake with 
your favourite topping and a drink and take part in our quiz. 

 



15 



16 

Advertisement in Village View 
Do you want to Advertise your Business in Village View? We 
have a circulation of 500 households in Bradwell and St Law-
rence and are looking for advertisers to advertise their Club or 
Bussiness in Village View. 
The cost is £50.00 per year for a 1/4 of a page or £25.00 for a 
1/8th of a page. 
If you would like to advertise please email or phone 

Email; stthomaspcc@btinternet.com  
Phone; 01621776341. 
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GATEHOUSE  

Carpentry and Joinery & Building Services 

*Doors, Floors laminate or solid wood *Decking, *Kitchens, *Windows *Doors Wood or 

UPVC (All Colours) *Alterations, *Loft, Garage conversions *UPVC facias, soffits, gutters 

*Brickwork, Driveways, Conservatories *Roofs cut and pitched, *Design and build service, 

*Plastering *Purpose made Joinery, *Stairs and Spindles 

,     Tel: ,07546765233, 01621776743, gatehouse-carpentry@live.com,  

Fully Insured                                     Free Estimates.                                                Est 30yrs 

HONEY FOR SALE 

12 OZ £5.00            8 OZ £3.50  

EGGS FOR SALE £1.20 per box  

OUTSIDE GREEN GATES @ LITTLECROFT, 

MALDON ROAD BRADWELL-ON-SEA  

CM0 7HT 

EVERY WEEKEND, WEATHER & SUPPLIES PEMITING 
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