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From the Vicarage

Dear Friends,
February is the month we begin Lent, on the 22nd, but with Pancake Day (Shrove
Tuesday), the day before on the 21st, when tradi onally all the eggs and fats were
emp ed from the cupboards to make the pancakes!
This Lent, the Church of England are invi ng us to explore how we can live well
with the mess of everyday life.
Dust and Glory encourages us to take a fresh look at the frustra ons and failings
that every day brings and, rather than pretending we can always avoid them,
seek to learn from them and grow closer to God through them.
Dust and Glory: A Lent journey of faith, failure and forgiveness is the Church of
England’s Lent theme for 2023. This year’s resources are informed and inspired
by the Archbishop of Canterbury’s 2023 Lent Book, Failure: What Jesus said
about sin, mistakes and messing stuff up (SPCK) by Bishop Emma Ineson, who
has also co-wri en the daily reflec ons booklet for adults (CHP).
There will be free online support for groups studying the book – including in-
depth video interviews with the Archbishop of Canterbury and others exploring
the themes of each of the chapters.
We will also be holding our own Lent course ‘Pilgrimage’ during Lent and the
Diocese of Chelmsford are also offering modules, both of which are adver sed
in this magazine. Whichever resource you decide to use, may you have a mean-
ingful Lent!
God bless,

Reverend Steven
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CHURCH READERS, SIDESMEN, INTERCESSORS AND COFFEE ROTA

Benefice Lent Course
‘Pilgrimage’

www.lentpilgrimage.org.uk
The course represents a departure in style and format from that offered in
previous years. Each week, we are invited to gather in groups for reflec on
and spiritual conversa on around a series of themes drawn from the over-
arching tle of Pilgrimage’. The idea is that we embark on a spiritual journey
through Lent, both alone and in company, sharing with others our personal
reflec ons, stories and insights.

If you require any other informa on please contact:
Revd Steven on 01621 779620 / 07830 150713 or via Mee ngs are on

Wednesday’s at 1pm and Thursday’s at 7.30pm (apart from last session is
on a Monday evening, because of Maundy Thursday).

stevenposs@hotmail.com

Wednesday 1st March & Thursday 2nd March – St Thomas, Bradwell
Wednesday 8th March & Thursday 9th March– St Nicholas Tillingham
Wednesday 15th March & Thursday 16th March – St Lawrence Church
Wednesday 22nd March & Thursday 23rd March – St Lawrence Church

Centre
Wednesday 29th March & Thursday 30th March – St Thomas Church,

Bradwell 7.30pm
Monday 3rd April & Wednesday 5th April – St  Nicholas, Tillingham



5

Diocese of Chelmsford
Lent Modules

2023
“The Book of Job – Why does God let innocent people suffer?”

Chris anity and Judaism
“W@W” - Witnessing in the World of Work equipping effec ve everyday

evangelism
Goodness in an o en Cruel and Evil world?

Science and Faith?  Is there a place for Scien sts in the church?
Chris an Prayer Prac ces

I Believe in the Resurrec on
The Development of Holy Communion From the La n Mass to Common

Worship
Church History - The Reforma on
Kindling the Imagina on for Christ

Triple Listening
‘Kingdom Come’

DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS – FRIDAY 10th FEBRUARY 2023

If you require any other informa on please contact:
Diane Hardy at the Diocesan Office, 53 New Street Chelmsford CM1 1AT

Tel: 01245 294449 email: dhardy@chelmsford.anglican.org
www.chelmsford.anglican.org
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Village View
All copy for the March Village View should be sent to Roger Scurrell by phone
(776341), posted through the le erbox of 6 St Thomas’ Row, Bradwell, or by email
to the address below, all by February  12th.
Copy may also be submi ed as a text or Microso  Word or
Publisher file, either on CD or, be er s ll, by email to
s homaspcc@b nternet.com. We ask you to limit your ar -
cle to 300-350 words and please include a picture.
We apologise but no ar cles will be accepted a er February
12th.
If you belong to an organisa on that does not yet submit
ar cles for the Village View we would like to hear from you
even in longhand if you do not have access to a computer. Any news you have is
always very welcome.

Saturday Morning Drop In - Warmth, Coffee, and Company - St.
Thomas Church Warm Space
With increasing energy bills, many people are avoiding or simply cannot afford to
put their hea ng on. Warm Spaces are an ini a ve that has been followed
throughout the country to provide a warm and welcoming environment where
people can meet others, take part in ac vi es, enjoy a warm drink and other facili-

es as well as a warm environment.
On Saturday mornings in the month of January and February the Chapman room
in St. Thomas's Church will be open for warmth, tea, fresh coffee, and a chat. Pop
in for 5 minutes or two hours. There is not even a requirement to chat, you can sit
and contemplate quietly, knit, or read a book.
Pop in between 10am and 12 noon on:
4th February, 11th February, 18th February, 25th February
For more informa on please contact Graeme at gceyre@gmail.com or 07985
520634
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Life moves on
What a privilege to have lived in Bradwell for over 52 years. Brenda and I
were so fortunate to have found our home here. I know these words are
echoed by our family who grew up here. We have such memories of all who
have enriched our lives. Thank you all for your friendship.
But the me has come to move to be near where my family now live, in and
around Bristol, a move taking place at the end of January.

Sunday January 1st was the last me for me to play the organ for a Service
in St Thomas’. It was just so heart-warming to find a gathering of many
friends a er the Service. A huge thank you for the lovely gi , a new pain ng
of the church by Sue Spiers. It will have pride of place in my new home. And
then the bells were rung at the end of the gathering in my honour – thanks
to my colleagues in the tower for being such great friends over the years.
Thank you all.
Brian Clayden
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Tales from RAF Bradwell Bay
RAF Bradwell Bay was a mul -cultural base and recently I have been looking at the
different na onali es involved. RAF Bradwell Bay was not one of the many aero-
dromes inhabited by the United States Airforce. There were some American Pilots,
but they had joined the RAF before the USA entered the War.
However, the USAF did make use of Bradwell Bay. US aircra  including large air-
cra  such a B17 Flying Fortress’s visited Bradwell, some mes for fuel, some mes
with ba le damage and injured or dead airman.
I have extracted a 7-page document of incidents where the USAF had to land at
Bradwell Bay, for example on 29th January 1944:
Around 1320 hours a FORTRESS from 524 Squadron U.S.A.A.F. KIMBOLTON landed
with a wounded bombardier, 2nd Lt. NATHAN, who was removed to the American
hospital at BRAINTREE.   A second member of the crew was unfortunately killed.
He was 2nd Lt. RAU the navigator, who had put up a very good show by giving the
pilot courses un l his wounds and lack of oxygen overcame him.   A er refuelling
the FORTRESS le  for KIMBOLTON.
How much involvement from Bradwell Bay was needed. The first contact would
have been the rescue crews, i.e., Fire and Ambulance. 2nd Lt Nathan would have
been removed and ini ally taken by RAF Ambulance to the sta on sickbay and as-
sessed by the Medical Officer. The decision was made to transfer to the large

American Hospital in
Braintree and an US
Ambulance request-
ed to collect him. 2nd

Lt Rau would have
been removed to the
sick bay mortuary.
The Fortress would
have had some tem-
porary repairs made
so they could fly back
to their own base.
Before taking off the
aircra  would have
been refuelled by the

fuel bowsers.
This was just one of many mes that RAF Bradwell Bay assisted the USA.
This is the memorial to the large American Forces Hospital located in Braintree.
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St Lawrence Church

On 14 January we were pleased to welcome many guests to the church to
join in the blessing of the new in-
ner glass doors of the porch.
The new doors enable the outer
doors to be open so those outside
can feel the warm welcome of the
inside, and those inside can experi-
ence the wonderful views over the
river and countryside.
Our guests included Patron of The
Friends of St Lawrence Church
John Whi ngdale MP, Ben Down-
ie Architect, Marian Gibson St Law-
rence Parish Council Chairperson,
and members of the South Essex
Metal Detectors Group who had
donated generously towards the

doors.
The Very Revd Nicholas Henshall, Dean
of Chelmsford performed the blessing
and was assisted in the service by our
Revd Steven Poss and the St Lawrence
Singers Choir.



10

FEBRUARY SERVICES

Time Service Church Readings
2nd Feb Thursday Candlemas

11.00 Communion St Peters Chaple TBA
3rd Feb Friday

12.00 Communion with
Lunch St Lawrence Church TBA

5th 3rd Before lent
10:00 Parish Communion St Thomas Bradwell Isaiah 58; 1-9a

1 Corinthians 2; 1-
12

Ma hew 5; 13—20
Psalm 112 1-9

10:00 All Age Service St Nicholas Tillingham

10:00 All Age Service St Lawrence Centre

15:00 Evening Service St James Dengie
6th Monday

10:00 Pebbles Centre St Lawrence TBA
12th 2nd Sunday before Lent
10:00 Parish Communion St Nicholas Tillingham Genesis 1; 1-2; 3

Romans 8; 18-25
Ma hew 6; 25-end

Psalm 136

10:00 All Age Service St Thomas Bradwell
10.00 Parish Communion St Lawrence Centre
18.00 Evening Service St Lawrence Church
17th Friday
12.00 Communion with

Lunch St Thomas Bradwell TBA

19th Sunday before Lent
8:00 Communion St James Dengie

Exodus 24; 12-end
2 Peter 1; 16-end
Ma hew 17; 1-9

Psalm 2

10.00 Parish Communion St Lawrence Church
10:00 All Age Service St Lawrence Centre

10:00 All Age Service St Nicholas Tillingham

18:00 Evening Service St Thomas Bradwell
20th Monday
10:00 Pebbles Centre St Lawrence TBA
22nd Ash Wednesday
19:00 Joint Communion

and Ashing St James Dengie TBA
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Time to get walking again!
With Spring on its way we start to think about ge ng out to walk in the beau ful

English countryside again, but where to find new and interes ng walks?
Walking in Essex h ps://www.walkinginengland.co.uk/essex has loads of walks to

download and print, free, it also has books of walks, details of all the walking
groups in the county and much more. Whether you want to walk on your own or
with a group all the informa on is there in one place.
John Harris (who maintains the website) said ‘There is so much walking infor-

ma on on the web but it is difficult to find. Walking in Essex (part of the Walking
in England website) has brought it together in one place so whether you are walk-
ing from home, or away on holiday, you will be able to find a walk suitable for
you’.
With walks from half a mile to twelve miles plus long, and a note of suitability for

pushchairs and wheelchairs, everyone can find a walk to enjoy.
So home or away, check out the websites and get walking!
John Harris www.walkinginengland.co.uk john@walkinginengland.co.uk

Time Service Church Readings
24th Friday
14:00 Service at the

Home Down Hall Bradwell TBA

+26th 1st Sunday of Lent
10.00 Parish Communion St James Dengie

Genesis 2; 15-17, 3; 1-
7

Romans 5; 12-19
Ma hew 4; 1-11

10.00 Café Church St Thomas Bradwell

10.00 All Age Service St Lawrence Centre

10.00 Morning Prayer St Lawrence Church
Psalm 22

18.00 Evening Service St Nicholas Tillingham
3rd

March Friday

12:00 Communion with
Lunch St Lawrence Church TBA

5th 2nd Sunday of Lent
10:00 Parish Communion St Thomas Bradwell Genesis 12; 1-4a

Romans 4;1-5. 13-17
John 3; 1-17

Psalm 2

10:00 All Age Service St Nicholas Tillingham
10:00 All Age Service St Lawrence Centre
15:00 Evening Service St James Dengie
6th Monday

10:00 Pebbles Centre St Lawrence TBA
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The Othona Community.
Fi y years ago – which seems like yesterday to some of us, but ancient history to
others – Norman Motley, founder of the Othona Community, wrote a le er. This is
now included in the book “Norman Motley – Le ers to a Community 1970-1980.”
That le er described the challenge of the me as: “to learn to live; to reject the
philosophy of hopelessness; to counteract the hatred of our na onal and interna-

onal life.” He was referring to the considerable improvements in the preceding 25
years, to ecumenical rela ons. Was he right to believe, as he wrote then, that
Othona’s task in such rela ons was “nearly over?” Or are there other challenges in
the life and worship of the many bodies of Chris ans, which are not yet resolved?
Othona welcomes people of all faiths and none, yet as a Chris an community we
do rather lack that dynamic mix that might include more evangelical churches,
people of Roman Catholic faith or of Orthodox prac ce. On top of that, and fi y
years a er Norman’s contempla ng true ecumenism at Othona, we have seen
such a change in the rela onship between Chris anity and other faiths, as the eth-
nic and cultural diversity of our wider community has burgeoned, that Othona may
barely dare to think that our Community is at the cu ng edge of building God’s
kingdom on earth. S ll we seek to turn hopelessness to hope, hatred to love: right
here and world-wide.
Communica on is a vital aspect of the life of the Othona Community. We are a dis-
persed Community, with a few people living, working and managing each Centre,
Essex and Dorset, many people who volunteer or visit regularly, and yet more
whose lives have been touched by the spirit of Othona although they are rarely if
ever able to visit a Centre, remaining connected as Members, Friends or through
informal networks. But one aspect of modern living is instant communica on.
Words are spoken, some mes with li le thought – wri ng so o en means a quick
tap on the keyboard, lost by tomorrow – and quan es of pictures are taken with
no prospect of sharing them in an album for the great grandchildren. What our
founding members did for Othona is fairly well captured by word of mouth,
wri ngs and quan es of photographs, giving a sense of founda on to what we
are now building. Looking back fuels discussions in the present, which give hope
for the future.
Now, more than ever, Othona is welcoming a diverse range of people through our
sense of the need to work – yes, actually do something – to promote global climate
jus ce. From 28th April to 1st May Othona is hos ng the second Essex Green
Weekend, with ac vi es for people of all ages, and a chance to connect with like-
minded people making a difference which ripples from Essex in words, music and
ac on. The Othona programme is on the Othona Essex website or available locally
as a leaflet. There is something for everyone, from quieter
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retreats to that ever-lively February half-term. Many people who visit Othona are
inspired to volunteer – if that is you, please do contact one of the team for a chat
about what you have to offer on a one-off or regular basis: cleaning, cooking, gar-
dening, maintenance, being there to welcome groups, a bit of admin or whatever
skills you would like to share – while you enjoy a cuppa and a na er.
Local day visitors are welcome but best contact the team first, par cularly if you
would like a meal.
www.othonaessex.org.uk. Email bradwell@othona.org. Telephone 01621 776565.

Bradwell WI
Wednesday 11th January at the Village Hall
A new years quiz to get us all thinking!
For our first mee ng of the year, we were treat-
ed to a fantas c quiz organised and hosted by
our very own Carol. She did a superb job of really
tes ng us all, even Pat! The rounds included the
year 2022, Music, Sport and, of course, Famous women! Carol had also arranged a
Tombola for us all to have a go at.
It wasn’t an easy quiz, and it really got us thinking (but I would say that, I was on
the losing team!). Would you have known what film Steven Spielberg won his first
Oscar with? Or where Captain James Cook died? Or even which sport you might
‘catch a crab?
With just one point in it, the ‘Young ones’ – Pat, Jeanne, Pam and Brigid – beat the
‘Naughty girls’ and the ‘Village idiots’ (no surprises there!) and each one a bo le of
prosecco!
It was a great evening and a perfect start to what should be an exci ng year ahead
for our WI.
Our next mee ng is on the 8th of February in the village hall for our talk on the
Witch trials of Essex with Rose Griffin Twidell.
New members are always welcome, so please feel free to come along!
If you have any ques ons about what we get up to, you can contact Sue Pirret on
07824696807 or sue@dailygrindimports.com

Alice Nigh ngale



14



15



16



17

GATEHOUSE
Carpentry and Joinery

& Building Services
*Doors, Floors laminate or solid wood *Decking, *Kitchens, *Windows

*Doors Wood or UPVC (All Colours) *Alterations, *Loft, Garage conversions
*UPVC facias, soffits, gutters *Brickwork, Driveways, Conservatories

*Roofs cut and pitched, *Design and build service, *Plastering
*Purpose made Joinery, *Stairs and Spindles

Tel: ,07546765233, 01621776743, gatehouse-carpentry@live.com,
Fully Insured,                                         Free Es mates.                                                Est 30yrs

A.M.P.

WATERSIDE GARAGE
MALDON RD. BRADWELL-ON-SEA

Tel: 01621 776285
Car Repairs & M.O.T.

Calor Gas Supplies, Diesel Test Station

HONEY FOR SALE
12 OZ £5.00 8 OZ £3.50

EVERY WEEKEND*
OUTSIDE GREEN GATES @

LITTLECROFT
MALDON ROAD

BRADWELL-ON-SEA CM0 7HT
WEATHER & SUPPLIES PEMITING
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TO ADVERTISE IN VILLAGE VIEW EMAIL s homaspcc@b nternet.com
with your details or phone 01621776341.
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Michael Debono and Lorraine Pace
welcome you to

The Green Man Inn
Bradwell Waterside, Bradwell-on-Sea CM0 7QX

Phone:- 01621-776226              Mobile:- 07799155201
Email:- mykibono@outlook.com

Web Site:-h p://greenmanbradwellonsea.co.uk/

TO ADVERTISE IN VILLAGE VIEW EMAIL s homaspcc@b nternet.com
with your details or phone 01621776341.
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