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From the Rector

Comiort

andjoy

Dear Friends,

R

2020 has been quite a year and has gone so fast! It only seems like yesterday,
we were enjoying some kind of summer.

As we enter into December, even though it is winter and we are still living in
challenging times, the Church of England’s Christmas theme for this year is
Comfort and Joy.

Comfort and Joy holds together the hope that Christmas will bring joy and cele-
bration after a uniquely difficult year, with an acknowledgement that for those
who have lost loved ones or livelihoods, or who are potentially still not able to
be together with loved ones, it may be the Church’s and the Christian’s role,
both nationally and locally, to provide consolation, rather than assume every-
one will be ready to join in jubilation. We also have to anticipate there may be
further spikes.

This Christmas the Church and the Christian will need, in the words of St Paul in
Romans 12.15, to ‘Rejoice with those who rejoice; weep with those who weep’.
We will aim to celebrate where we can together in one place, but also embrace
a wider community that wants to join in the celebration but may not be physi-
cally able, or emotionally ready, to do so. We hope that Comfort and Joy will
enable us to build a campaign that both enables us to reconnect with the rich
and joyous traditions of the past, and to offer God’s consoling love in the pre-
sent, Amen.

May you have some kind of love, and Joy and Peace this Christmas.
Merry Christmas and a happy new year!

Reverend Steven




Confirmation Celebration!

It was a great joy during these challenging times to celebrate with Amanda, Elaine,
Jon, Vickie and Karen, all from St Lawrence, their Confirmation on Sunday 18" Oc-
tober at St Mary’s Church in Burnham on Crouch with Bishop John.

Because of the restrictions, the Church was not full, but that provided a lovely and
special atmosphere for us and enabled them all to truly enjoy their moment.

May God bless them all.

Reverend Steven Poss




A Contribution to Science

Throughout the world there are many research projects looking at changes in bird
populations. Sadly, many species are declining, for all sorts of reasons — but all is
not gloom and doom. There are chances for anyone to be involved in contributing
information on the fluctuation of avian numbers in our own gardens.

One well-known project is the RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch. This will take place
over the last weekend of January next year, and involves recording the maximum
number of each species seen in the garden during just one hour sometime that
weekend. More information on the RSPB website — www.rspb.org.uk.

Less well-known is the British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) Garden Birdwatch. This
is along the same lines as the RSPB project, but | s continuous, week after week.
It really takes no time — simply record the maximum number of each species seen
together during the week. If one day there are two bluetits on the bird feeder,
make a note (on-line log sheets are available). Then if the following day there are
two on the feeder and two more in a bush, update the record to four. Full details
are at:

https://www.bto.org/our- suence/prOJects/gbw
On initially registering with
the BTO details of your gar-
den and surroundings are
entered. Records of mam-
mals and butterflies and
reptiles can also be kept,
but this is entirely optional.
Once registered, each Sun-
day morning an email will
remind you to submit your
record for the previous
week. It is very easy.

Only birds actually using the garden are recorded — a flock of starlings flying over is
ignored — at least as far as the record is concerned. But back in September | was
delighted to enter 51 swallows one week — all perched on the power lines across
the garden. They were indeed using my garden to rest and watch for insects on
which to stock up, before setting out on their mammoth journey. The buzzard
which settled, momentarily, in a tree to check out his chances of breakfast was
mentioned in dispatches at the BTO. But just as important as the unusual birds are
the wrens and robins and sparrows, and all the rest, without which we would be
so much poorer.

Brian Clayden




I heard the bells on Christmas Day

To close our year of poems we have some words which are familiar to us in the
form of a carol of hope and joy rather than as a poem written in the face of trage-
dy and melancholy, although both close on a note of faith and rejoicing.

The poem consists of seven verses opening with

I heard the bells on Christmas Day
Their old familiar carols play,
And mild and sweet the words repeat

Of peace on earth, goodwill to men.

The mood of joy is replaced in verse four which reminds us of
the fact that it was written during the American Civil War when ‘From each accurs-
ed mouth the cannons thundered in the South’. It is not until verse seven that faith
and hope overcome hate to proclaim that the right will prevail. A brief glance at
the life of Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, the poet, suggests the explanation for
this change.

Born in 1807 into a prosperous family who were descended from original
‘Mayflower’ settlers, he was an accomplished linguist and translator and held a
professorship at Harvard, specialising in French, Spanish and Italian with the later
addition of German after living in Heidelberg in 1835. He retired in 1854 to con-
centrate on his writing.

Having lost his first wife after a miscarriage he remarried but tragedy struck again
in 1861 when his wife’s dress caught fire and she died of severe burns. In an effort
to save her Longfellow himself sustained injury including burns to his face. There-
after he always wore a beard which concealed the scarring. The melancholy into
which he had sunk was increased further in November 1863 when his elder son
was wounded in fighting in Virginia. A bullet entered his back, grazed his spine and
passed out of his body without killing him although it ended his military career. It
was on Christmas Day that Longfellow wrote the poem. The first version of the
carol dated from 1872 and it has been set to different tunes recently and recorded
by Bing Crosby in 1956.

Longfellow became the most popular American poet of his day and also had suc-
cess overseas. He has been criticized by some, however, for imitating European
styles and writing specifically for the masses. He died in 1882 and the esteem in
which he was held in England was illustrated by the erection of a memorial bust in
Poets’ Corner of Westminster Abbey, in 1884, the first American to be so recog-
nized. 6




The Othona Community in December 2020

Bradwell-on-Sea is an unusual village. There is only one other like it, and that is
the village of Burton Bradstock, on the Dorset Coast. When the Othona Communi-
ty’s founder Norman Motley first entered the Chapel of St Peter’s on the Wall,
Bradwell, he said “I knew that we were home”. Eighteen years later, when Nor-
man was investigating a disused retreat house as the option of a second Othona
Community centre in Dorset, he commented, “The very first look convinced me
that this was for us”. Interestingly, he used the terms “we” and “us” not “1” and
“me,” when recognising our two villages as places where the Othona Community
would be based. Was it just the places, or was it something about the people of
our two villages that created an atmosphere of welcome, inclusion and love, that
has sustained these Communities within communities all these years?

Norman died nearly 40 years ago, and we must rightly move on, with a vision of
Christian community that springs afresh from each generation. No longer do we
have instruction to all those aged 14+ that they must attend daily lectures, alt-
hough the old Lecture Hut still stands. It has been recreated into an Education
Centre beside the sea, fit for all the school children, individuals and groups who
are fascinated to learn about the local wildlife and to observe and paint in its art
room, once the Covid situation is behind us. We still look forward, and although |
hesitate to share with you the intended late Advent Weekend and Christmas and
New Year opening, because all may change, you are encouraged to look at the
Othona Essex website or telephone the Centre for an update of December activi-
ties. Our team is still here, as Bradwell is their home, with Tim, Debbie and Rich-
ard on furlough, living alongside our Volunteers — including those from Europe
who have had a most unexpected year’s experience of the UK.

But Norman does still inspire us — and who would not be inspired by such words
as he wrote for Christmas 40 years ago: “God cares and is involved with us, and in
us, and we see the extent of His caring in the presence of ‘the only begotten of
the father’ Jesus Christ, ‘full of grace and truth’ as St John puts it. If God be with
us, who can be against us? This is not a question of hiding our heads in the sand
and using an escapist religion to shield ourselves from the impact of reality. Ra-
ther it is a realization that not only is all not lost but, on the contrary, the best is
yet to be....we shall not be overcome. The opportunities of caring and doing are
limitless, and there is a sense that this age, disturbing as it is, is a great age in
which to be living.” (“Letters to a Community” by Norman Motley.)

Options for opening are limited but Othona Bradwell is now offering you a Pay-
cation......like a vacation, but you pay for a day or two’s imaginary holiday with
your Othona friends, to support the Community you love, according to your

7




means. Only with generosity like this will Othona be able to survive and thrive —
Thank You! Details and opportunities to donate are on the website.

Tim Fox is Warden/Manager, with Debbie and Richard Sanders. Want to visit?—See
Website www.othonaessex.org.uk - then ring Othona at Bradwell (it’s down East

End Rd and through East Hall Farm) on 01621 776564. Free Parking for all visitors
to Othona—just ask for an exit token to leave through our wind-powered gate.

Village View

All copy for the January Village View should be sent to Roger
Scurrell by phone (776341), posted through the letterbox of
6 St Thomas’ Row, Bradwell, or by email to the address be-
low, all by December 12th.

Those living in St Lawrence may give copy to Shirley Lea at
51 Main Road (779403) or email to bron-
wen.cook@btinternet.com by this date. Copy may also be
submitted as a text or Microsoft Word or Publisher file, ei-
ther on CD or, better still, by email to stthom-
aspcc@btinternet.com. We ask you to limit your article to
300-350 words and please include a picture apologise but no
articles will be accepted after December 12",

If you belong to an organisation that does not yet submit articles for the magazine
we would like to hear from you even in longhand if you do not have access to a
computer. Any news you have is always very welcome.




The children at St. Cedd’s C of E Primary School supported Children in
Need by dressing in yellow or spots! Together, we raised £78 for the
charity. The children had thoughtful dicussions around what our donation
would support and how we can feel proud that we are helping children in
need.

78N
b5, |
¥ v

ST CEDDS

Children
iNn Need

We were also able to support the Poppy Appeal, with money raised to
support another great cause. Again, the children discussed Armistice Day
during Collective Worship. The school fell silent at 11am to mark the
occasion.

St. Cedd’s Church of England Primary School
East End Road, Bradwell-on-Sea, Essex, CMO 7PY

01621 776219 admin.stcedds@dcvst.org




.SERVICES FOR DECEMBER

Time Service Place Readings
6th |Advent 2
9.00 | oMt Ber;eﬁc.e Com- | 700m Service
munion Service Isaiah 40; 1-11
10.30 Jomt. Benefice Com- Online 2 Peter 3; 8-15a
munion Mark 1; 1-8
10.30 | Communion St Lawrence Church
13th Advent 3
Joint Benefice Com- .
9.00 munion Service Zoom Service Isaiah 61; 1-4,8-11
Joint Benefice All Age . 1 Thessalonians 5; 16-
10.30 Worship Online 24
. . - John 1; 6-8,19-28
10.30 | Communion St Nicholas Tillingham
20th |Advent 4
9.00 | oMt Ber;eﬁc.e Com- | 700m Service
munion Service 2 Samuel 7; 1-11,16
10.30 Jomt. Benefice Com- Online Romans 16; 25-27
munion Luke 1; 26-38
10.30 | Parish Communion St Thomas Bradwell
24th | Christmas Eve
18.00 | Crib Service St Nicholas Tillingham | |s3iah 62; 6-12
23.30 | Midnight Communion | St Thomas Bradwell Luke 2; 1-20
25th | Christmas Day
. . . Isaiah 52; 7-10
9.00 | Christmas Service St James Dengie John 1; 1-14
27th |StJohn
9o | JointBenefice Com- ;0 cervice Isaiah 61; 10 - 62.3

munion Service
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10.30 i/(\)/:rtsﬁieneﬁce All Age Online Galatians 4; 4-7
£ Luke 2; 15-21
. St Lawrence Church
10.30 | Communion
Centre
3rd
Christmas 2
Jan
Joint Benefice Com- .
9.00 munion Service Zoom Service Isaiah 60; 1-6
Joint Benefice All Age , Ephesians 3; 1-12
1030 1 oo vice Online Matthew 2; 1-12
10.30 | Communion St Lawrence Church

Details to the online services will be available on the Church web site .
Thursdays at 9.00am
Communion at St Peters Chapel

Church web site https://e-voice.org.uk/bradwellchurch/sunday-services/

The story of mince pies

Did you know that mince pies
have been traditional English
Christmas fare since the Middle
Ages, when meat was a key ingre-
dient? The addition of spices, suet
and alcohol to meat came about
because it was an alternative to
salting and smoking in order to
preserve the food. Mince pies
used to be a different shape - cra-
dle-shaped with a pastry baby Je-
sus on top.

11




Gardening in December

. Tidy and weed veg and flower gardens and spread a layer of compost over
the soil to keep weeds down and nourish your plants next year. Prune
dormant shrubs by a third is a good guideline for winter pruning.

. Prune grape vines in December, as doing this later can cause the vine to
bleed sap and weaken the plant. It was always said that if you want some
fresh air after your Christmas dinner go up the garden and prune your
grapevine. Training and pinching out of new shoots and thinning the fruits is
carried out in spring and summer.

. Cut rose bushes down by half to prevent the winter storms rocking them in
the soil, roses do not like to be loose that’s why they prefer heavier soils.

. Tulip bulbs can be planted right up to Boxing Day.

. Winter-prune your Wisteria, cutting back summer side-shoots to 2 or 3
buds.

. Leave the faded flower heads on your hydrangeas until the spring, as they
will provide some protection to the buds further down the stems.

. Broad Beans seeds can be sown under glass in December. Also, you can

plant garlic bulbs outdoors. Traditionally this is done on 21st December the
shortest day of the year.

Plant of the Month
Cyclamen

We will often receive an indoor cyclamen plant at Christmas, but sometimes they
can be difficult to keep as they will - ; F
often wilt and struggle in the heat of a
Christmas house. The secret is to be
careful where positioning them as
they need a cool bright spot; an east
window is often best. Also be careful
with the watering as if over-watered
they will droop looking like they need
more water. They always say with cyc-
lamen, ‘Do not water when they ask,
only water when they beg!’ Hence
wait till the compost is dry and the
leaves start to wilt, then stand the pot
in a bowl of water for a while. Do not
allow the plant to sit in water after
you return it to its normal position.

12




Outdoor Cyclamen

What a delight modern small cyclamen
are that they can be planted outside.
They always look great in winter plant- |
ed tubs. When container planting use
multi-purpose compost. | would sug-
gest planting the cyclamen with the soil ]
line of the plant about 20mm above
the soil in the tub, this usually stops the g
plant rotting at ground level. Unlike
indoor cyclamen do not let them dry
out. Hopefully they will flower for _
weeks. They are even popular with the
bees.

David Thorpe

How Father Christmas got where he is today
One person you are bound to run into
this Christmas season is Father Christ-
mas. These days he seems to frequent
shopping malls and garden centres. If

he looks tired, just remember that he

has been around a long time and gone
through a lot of transformations.

Father Christmas wasn’t always the red-
suited, white-bearded star of the retail
trade that he is today. He began life as ;
Nicholas, born way back about AD260 in !
Patara, an important port on the south- \
ern coast of what is now Turkey. When
his parents died and left him a fortune,
Nicholas gave it away to the poor. He
became a bishop of the nearby city of
Myra, where he almost certainly

suffered persecution and imprisonment
at the hand of the Roman Emperor Dio-
cletian. 13




Nicholas was a serious theologian: he was a participant at the First Council of Ni-
caea, which formulated the Creed which we still say today. He even, reportedly,
slapped another bishop in a squabble over the exact nature of the Trinity.

Nicholas died in Myra about AD343, but the stories of his generosity and kindness
were just beginning. One enduring tale tells of the three girls whom he rescued
from certain prostitution by giving them gold for their dowries. When the father
confronted him to thank him, Nicholas said he should thank God alone.

In the UK, Nicholas became the basis for Father Christmas, who emerged in Victori-
an times as a jolly-faced bearded character. Meanwhile, Dutch and German settlers
had taken him to America with them as Sinter Klaas and Sankt Nicklas.

It was in America that Nicholas received his final two great breaks into real star-
dom. The first was when the Rev Clement C Moore, a New York Episcopal minister,
turned from his life-work of writing a Hebrew/English lexicon, to write a fun poem
for his children one Christmas. His ‘The Visit of St Nicholas’ is now universally
known by its first line: ‘T’was the Night Before Christmas’.

From Clement Moore we discovered that St Nicholas is round and pink-cheeked
and white-bearded, and that he travels at night with sleigh, reindeer and a sack of
toys on his back. It was Clement Moore who also revealed that St Nicholas enters
houses down chimneys and fills children’s stockings with toys and sweets.

So how did we find out that Father Christmas wears red? That was the US Coca-
Cola advertising campaign of 1931, who finally released the latest, up-to-date pic-
tures of Father Christmas: wearing a bright red, fur-trimmed coat and a large belt.

These days, it is good that Father Christmas uses reindeer and doesn’t have to pay
for petrol. In order to get round all the children in the world on Christmas Eve, he
will have to travel 221 million miles at an average speed of 1279 miles a second,
6,395 times the speed of sound. For all those of us who are already exhausted just
rushing around getting ready for Christmas, that is a sobering thought.
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CHRISTMAS!

Read the Christmas

story in Luke

A picture to colour

for Christmas. Colour in
one star each day as you
count down to Christmas!

"I bring you good news that will bring
great joy to all people. The Saviour has
been born today! ... Sﬁr
Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and peace on earth to those with whom

¥

Dec20 & deborah noble » panshpump co.uk
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BrUSh Away PeSt ContrOI ' Dengie Carpentry

Domestic and Commercial
Pest Control Services

Doors hung
Skirting and architrave
Studwork walls
Laminate flooring

* RSPH Qualified Technician Kitchen installation
® Public Liability Insured

¢ Friendly and Professional Service

| 01621 779589I - D i Telep e -.?.a"“(.ll(‘fl‘hnr 07828 164669

ge an appointment

D brushawavpc@hotmail.com ! clet‘._&:iecnrp.ctnr\-r.ff_"{;-';nmil.-:.m‘n
www.brushawaypestcontrol.co.uk [ &GS

GATEHOUSE

Carpentry and Joinary
& Building Services

*Doors, Floors laminate or solid wood *Decking, *Kitchens, *Windows
*Doors Wood or UPVC (All Colours) *Alterations, *Loft, Garage conversions
g
*UPVC facias, soffits, gutters *Brickwork, Driveways, Conservatories
*Roofs cut and pitched, *Design and build service, *Plastering
*Purpose made Joinery, *Stairs and Spindles
Tel: ,07546765233, 01621776743, gatehouse-carpentry@live.com,

Fully Insured, Free Estimates. Est 30yrs

Want. thﬂe weight gone’ AMP
This 1s the one. WATERSIDE GARAGE

. MALDON RD. BRADWELL-ON-SEA
Consunant Tel: 01621 776285

Samantha Foley Car Repairs & M.O.T.
07748140221 THE I:I » =gl Calor Gas Supplies, Diesel Test Station

samfoleyl21diet@
hotmail.com




Horse-drawn carriages

Private Chapels of Rest
Home Visits (%W/ﬂ . Pre-payment plans
5@3:&§4
JAGUAR FUNERAL DIRECTORS

SPantss] 01621 784884 (24 HOURS)

www.pauljking.com

= _)' ;\\--.
Lo Ll

ential Home

Whisre Guasity is

covTpreNTiS e

A specially designed wing to care for those suffering from Dementia
A large partof the home designated to care for the Eiderly
- Day and respite care

- Beautiful historical buliding with stunning scenery and grounds
- Friendly, caring and well trained staff

Bradwell Community Shop & Post Office

Run by volunteers, YOUR community shop

Opening Hours
at the heart of village life. " . %
- ’ Mon-Fri 7am-6pm
We stock all the basics for your daily needs Sat 7am-4pm (summer)
as well as drinks & hot food

7am-1:30pm (winter)

and all at competitive prices. Sundays & Bank Holidays

Come in and be surprised. 9am-midday
Tel: 01621 776274 Post Offn:e:_ Mon-Sat
] 9am-midday
www.bradwellcommunityshop.co.uk

TO ADVERTISE IN VILLAGE VIEW EMAIL stthom-
aspcc@btinternet.com with your details or phone
01621776341.
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Michael Debono and Lorraine Pace
welcome you to

The Green Man Inn

WBradiwell Waterside, Bradtwell -on-Sea CHO 7QX
Phone:- 01621-776226 Mobile:- 07799155201
Email:- mykibono@outlook.com
Web Site:-http://greenmanbradwellonsea.co.uk/

The Marina Bar

Waterside, Bradwell-on-Sea
Welcomes the whole Family, Good Food, Fine Ales, Wonderful Views

Summer Opening -April to September Mon-Fri 12-3 & 5-11
Sat & Sun Open all day from noon
Winter Opening - Saturday:- 12-3 & 6 -11pm
Sunday:- 12-4pm

Phone 01621 776444

A.G. Smith

Estahlished 1912

MASTER SWEEPS
OF
ESSEX

CCTV SURVEYS
SMOKE TEST
CERTIFICATES ISSUED
WOOD BURNERS AND OPEN FIRES ——
AVAILABLE 7 DAYS AWEEK = Mercedes Benz hearse &limousines
FULLY INSURED 24hour service

07484726027 [ ] Hand crafted memorials H“:“
@ 01621776074 m - Home visits by appointment %
= Prepayment funeral plans R
CALL YOUR FRIENDLY CHIMNEY SWEEP G e e
USE THIS YOUCHER AND GET 10%0FF Halimark House, 44 StationRoad,
YOUR FIRST SWEEP Southminster, CMO 7TEW

Maldon-01621 854 293
7 Spital Road. Maldon, CM39 6DY

agsmithfunerals.co.uk

Serving our local community since 1912
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The Medical Cenire
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ELSPETH COWELL

Podiatrist / Chiropodist
SRCh. D PadM. MSCh, HPC Req.
Cold Laser for muscle injuries

B. Rogers Flumbing & Heating
Contractors

Te: 621 TS84T §
= Yulural Gas LIG & D

Insole Therapy s o e
01621 779915 Home Visits Strveps Safeey & Landlard repurt
soetl Nk Plusull sher plambxng & huildiegs maistenance
J.P. MEEHAN
‘F& ’ Yaur Local Harl'."_'."l':'|:;';r|
to-
MUNKINS F&HAGE Garden .'.l'.:'linh-"rr.anr_;:.
Bradwell-on- Essex and [HY Job
Tel: MALDON 776370 Phonie; G7915071113
.": - :._-_-?u _'.-._":-I I.I'.
e Ry BULL'S EGGS

FROM HAPPY QUTDDOR DIMCKS-
and GARDEN PRODUCE
Fruit amd weg. rarurally growrn.
Special seqsonal presenves
"Dy, from gate or howse®
*Visit our Salurday Siall *

Ruth and Dave Bull, § Coastguard Collages
Ml End, Bradwell-on-Sea Tel. 01621 774845

ANCHOR ACADEMY OF

DRIVING SKILLS.
AREYOU LOOKING TO BECOME A
CONFIDENT, SAFE DRIVERS
SPEAE. TO YOUWR LOCAL APPROVED
DRIVIMG IMSTRLATOR ~CARRIE
TO MSCLSS YOUR REOUVIREMENTS
DISCOUNTS FOR MEW DRIVERS
AN BLOCK, BOORKINGS
CALL - (62T 842282 7 OT966 505 755

ATT TYPES OF REPATRS CARRIED OUT
OF WASHTNG MACHTMNES,

TUMBLE DETERS, REFRIGERATORS
FREEFERS DISH WASHERS & etc.

Supplies of New Machines & Spares
Alan Taylor
Family Business Established 25years in the
Areg
Spares available and new applisnces sup-
plied
Telephone: 01621 773709
Mobile 07885 483505




