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From the Vicarage

Dear Friends,
As we move into December, we enter the me of Advent. Advent is a me of of
expectant wai ng and prepara on for both the celebra on of the Na vity of
Christ at Christmas and the return of Christ at the Second Coming. Advent is also
the beginning of the liturgical year in Western Chris anity, and is part of the wid-
er Christmas and holiday season.
Advent is also a busy me for us as we rush around trying to get everything in or-
der for the big day. Advent also paints for us various signs and symbols such as
light and darkness and the beloved Advent ring.  As we move each week to light a
candle to remember the Patriarchs, the Prophets, John The Bap st and then
Mary, we move closer to the light from darkness, the light that has come into the
world,  the light that sustains the world and the light that will one day come again
to the world.
This Christmas, let us take me individually to move from the darkness of the
world to light through Advent, as we come to the celebrate that great light, the
birth of God’s Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

Have a happy Christmas and new year ahead.

Reverend Steven



4

CHURCH READERS, SIDESMEN, INTERCESSORS AND COFFEE ROTA

Village View
All copy for the January Village View should be sent to Roger Scurrell by phone
(776341), posted through the le erbox of 6 St Thomas’ Row,
Bradwell, or by email to the address below, all by December
12th.
Copy may also be submi ed as a text or Microso  Word or Pub-
lisher file, either on CD or, be er s ll, by email to s hom-
aspcc@b nternet.com. We ask you to limit your ar cle to 300-
350 words and please include a picture.
We apologise but no ar cles will be accepted a er December
12th.
If you belong to an organisa on that does not yet submit ar cles for the Village
View we would like to hear from you even in longhand if you do not have access
to a computer. Any news you have is always very welcome.

St Paul’s Cathedral Christmas Concert

Thursday 15th December 2022

Tickets £25

Telephone: Revd Steven Poss – 01621 779620
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The Othona Community
If you came down to Othona on 5th Novem-
ber, you would have been among 250 people
who ooohed and aaahed at the amazing fire-
works display, munched on a (vegi) burger and shared a great me with other lo-
cal people, and with a full house of those who came to Bradwell from far and
wide. This year the display was set against the backdrop of Mersea Island’s fire-
works and reflec ons in our beau ful estuary – and more reflec ons later, as
some of us tried to recall Othona fireworks events over many years. So o en we
reflect on the past, recalling those events which had an impact on our lives – and
Othona has a long memory, because those who came in the earliest days in the
1940s hand on the stories of love, devo on, eccentricity and determina on, to
those who are beginning to take the baton and run with our Community into the
uncertain es of our ever-changing planet.
Welcoming people of all faiths and none, the Othona Community, which has Cen-
tres here in Bradwell-on-Sea, Essex and at Burton Bradstock, on the West Dorset
Coast, is founded on the Chris an faith of our founder, Norman Motley. This was a
faith that he, and those close to him, simply had to share.
Christmas is Jesus Christ’s Mass – the celebra on of the Eucharist – the me when
Jesus shared his very last supper with his closest friends. That wonderful message
of sharing and devo on was so profound that it touched not only the lives of his
circle of close friends, but those in his wider community, making memories to be
shared as stories from mouth to mouth, reaching through space and me, to the
hearts of each one of us in our 21st Century communi es. As we enter into our
Christmas prepara ons at Advent, we are encouraged by the words of Jesus, who
did not see his death as an ending, but as the way for us to build on his new start
for his people on earth: “In truth, in very truth, I tell you, he who has faith in me
will do what I am doing; and will do greater things s ll because I am going to the
Father.” (John’s Gospel 14 V 12.) This is a remarkable challenge- to do “greater
things” than the Son of God – but we live in remarkable mes here on earth.
Community Christmas at Othona runs from Friday 23rd December to Tuesday 27th

December, when you are invited to come and enjoy the Christmas Spirit in com-
munity. All the residen al spaces are already booked, but if you would like to
share some me and a cuppa with us you are welcome to join us in friendship and
perhaps join our worship in St Peter’s Chapel. If you would like to book a meal,
please contact Othona first, to be sure we have space at the table. Our food is
homemade and locally sourced where possible. We always provide a vegetarian
op on and can cater for most dietary requirements.
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Bradwell Bells
In this magazine you will see an adver sement
invi ng you to join the bellringers at St Thomas’
church. But a ques on that some of you may be
asking is: ‘Why would I want to ring the church
bells?’
Well, apart from it being an ancient art (see the
advert), we are a part of our community and we
ring the bells on important occasions. We ring for
weddings so that the village know of this joyous
happening and, as we did for the Queen, we ring
at funerals where the bells are muffled to set a
sombre tone for the proceedings. We also rang to
celebrate our new king, King Charles III. We ring before Sunday services, before
village events and at the me of world events such as the climate conference be-
ing held in Egypt. I suppose you could say that we are an ancient form of Facebook
or Tik-Tok, only louder!
But, apart from all the above, we are a mixed group of people who meet socially
both in the tower and monthly for a meal together. We go on ou ngs to other
towers to try out bells in different places and on one occasion a wedding was tak-
ing place and they asked if we would ring for them. Also, if you are a bellringer,
you know that anywhere that bells are rung you will be welcomed to have a go.
Brigid and I have rung bells in Cornwall, North Yorkshire, Northampton and Derby-
shire, just by walking up and asking if we could join in.
If you are interested in finding out more then contact either me, Laurie Main
01621 776438 or John Pryke 01621 776260 and we will arrange for you to come
along to the tower and ‘show you the ropes.’

Othona celebrates New Year, open for bookings from Friday 30th December to
Monday 2nd January.
We wish you all a Happy and Blessed Christmas, with me for fun, good food and
friendly company.
Othona is accessed through East Hall Farm, East End Road, through a wind-
powered electric gate – don’t forget your exit token to get out again. Our Warden/
Managers are Debbie and Richard Sanders.
Email bradwell@othona.org. Website: www.othonaessex.org.uk.  Telephone
01621 776564.
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Tales from RAF Bradwell Bay
It was Christmas Day in the Workhouse Aerodrome. It was tradi on for The Offic-
ers and Senior N.C.O.’s to
wait on the airmen and
airwomen at their Christ-
mas Dinner which was
fully enjoyed by all in the
Airmen’s Mess.
RAF Bradwell Bay cele-
brated 3 Christmas’s dur-
ing its opera onal me.
Opera ons were general-
ly quiet, and the weather
was o en unflyable.
Christmas 1944 must
have caused a bit of a
panic for the chefs. About
50 extra aircra  had been
landed at Bradwell Bay
due to bad weather.
Could they stretch the
Christmas Dinner, did
they get enough turkey?
(No Avian Flu then). Who
was going to peel extra
potatoes for an extra 50
people.
No doubt they coped,
and this was the menu.

Have a wonderful Christmas

See www.ra radwellbay.co.uk
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Bradwell WI
Wednesday 12th October at the Village
Hall

A look at the history of St Thomas’s Church with Kevin Bruce
For our October mee ng, we were joined by Kevin Bruce for a very interes ng talk
about the history of St Thomas's church. As such a landmark of the village, it was
fascina ng to learn so much about it and its many features that most of us over-
look daily! For example, when you next walk past the church, look up and see if
you can see the many grotesques (face carvings) that line its outside walls!
As part of our con nuing efforts to combat climate change, we were also invited
to all a empt to find a second-hand item of clothing and wear it to the mee ng. It
was so lovely to see everyone give it such a good try; there were some real gems
there that didn't break the bank and had a much lower environmental impact than
buying new!
Our next mee ng is on the 9th November in the village hall, and our speaker will
be Jackie Marshall-Ward on 'Hats off'. New members are always welcome, so
please feel free to come along!
If you have any ques ons about what we get up to, you can contact Sue Pirret on
07824696807 or sue@dailygrindimports.com.

Alice Nigh ngale

Children’s Society collec on boxes due in by December 1st
Every year a collec on is made in our Parishes for the Children’s Society.
The dona ons collected in the boxes and Chris ngle Service go to the charity to
ensure that vulnerable children are heard, supported and cared for.
Please let me have the collec on boxes for emptying, I will be pleased to take de-
livery of them at the beginning of December

please call me, Eunice Siggins, on 01621778904

If anyone would like a ‘house box’ to collect for the charity over the next year,
please let me know.
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DENGIE EARTH MATTERS
Dengie Earth Ma ers is a new environmental ini a ve,
which is open to anyone. It's grass roots, but supported by
the local authori es, in-
cluding Maldon District
Council, Solar Together,
Essex Forest Ini a ve and

commercial organisa ons to encourage people to
consider green alterna ves and to take small and
affordable ac on to improve the environment.
The Dengie Peninsular is a large geographical ar-
ea, so it has been divided into sectors for ease of
managing mee ngs, informa on sharing, etc. The
groupings are:

On the agenda is:
26 January 2023 at Bradwell Village Hall from 7.00 – 9.00pm (free entry)
A public mee ng for the North Sector to introduce Solar Together - an Essex Coun-
ty Council project - that reduces the price of solar panels using bulk buying based
on demand from Essex residents, business owners and other premises, such as
Village Halls, Sports Pavilions and other community buildings. The event will in-
clude informa on desks (manned or take away leaflets) on diverse green issues
and stalls for people to browse and/or buy.
Our aims include:

 Running awareness campaign of steps, underpinned by facts and sta s cs,
about insula on and draught exclusion, rainwater harves ng, alterna ve
domes c products and transport and plan ng trees, shrubs and plants to
improve our ecosystems

NORTH SECTOR
Asheldham
Bradwell-on-sea
Dengie
Mayland
St Lawrence
Steeple
Tillingham

WEST SECTOR
Cold Norton
Fambridge
Latchingdon
Mundon
Purleigh
Stow Maries
Woodham Mor mer
Woodham Walter

SOUTH SECTOR
Althorne
Burnham-on-Crouch
Creeksea
Southminster
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 Recrui ng people across the Dengie to volunteer for various tasks to devel-
op a rolling programme of projects that address Dengie specific issues, such
as installing electric vehicle charging points in community car parks, plan ng
shrubs and trees in public and domes c spaces and:

 Researching the cost, benefits and drawbacks of installing bio-diges on
plants to manage human and animal waste. The benefits are that bio-
digesters take sewerage, slurry  and plant ma er and turn it into electricity
(via methane gas driving turbines), fer liser and water, which relieve the
pressure on old and failing sewers and pumping sta ons

 Opening and opera ng a Big Green Shed, which is upcycling and refurbish-
ing household items by community members to be sold to cover costs and
for dona ng to chari es and individuals in need (a cross between the Man
Shed idea and the Repair Shop), if premises can be found

 Sugges ng new projects
We look forward to seeing you at the mee ng.

Email: CAF@maldon.gov.uk

King Charles III Corona on Celebra ons May 6th to 8th 2023
There will be a mee ng in the Village Hall Commi ee Room at 7.30pm  on Tuesday

January 10th to discuss the
Village celebra on of the
Corona on of King Charles
III taking place on May 6th

and Bank holiday on May
8th.
The Village Hall Trustees
thought it would be good
to get all interested people
and organisa ons together
so we can plan a pro-
gramme of events for the
residents of Bradwell-on-

Sea. Please come along to give your ideas on how we could celebrate and ac vi es
over the weekend and to give your support for celebra ng the Corona on and
help in the organisa on of events, they don’t just happen and if everyone does a
li le it will create a great weekends celebra on for all.
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6th December: St Nicholas – a much-loved saint
One account of how Father Christmas began tells of a man named Nicholas who
was born in the third century in the Greek village of Patara, on what is today the
southern coast of Turkey.  His family were both devout and wealthy, and when his
parents died in an epidemic, Nicholas decided to use his inheritance to help peo-
ple.  He gave to the needy, the sick, the suffering.   He dedicated his whole life to
God’s service and was made Bishop of Myra while s ll a young man.   As a bishop
in later life, he joined other bishops and
priests in prison under the emperor Diocle-

an’s fierce persecu on of Chris ans
across the Roman Empire.
Finally released, Nicholas was all the more
determined to shed abroad the news of
God’s love.   He did so by giving.  One story
of his generosity explains why we hang
Christmas stockings over our mantelpieces
today.   There was a poor family with three
daughters who needed dowries if they were to marry, and not be sold into slavery.
Nicholas heard of their plight and tossed three bags of gold into their home
through an open window – thus saving the girls from a life of misery.
The bags of gold landed in stockings or shoes le  before the fire to dry.   Hence the
custom of children hanging out stockings – in the hope of a rac ng presents of
their own from St Nicholas - on Christmas Eve.  That is why three gold balls, some-

mes represented as oranges, are one of the symbols of St Nicholas.
The example of St Nicholas has never been forgo en - in bygone years boys in Ger-
many and Poland would dress up as bishops on 6th December and beg alms for the
poor.  In the Netherlands and Belgium ‘St Nicholas’ would arrive on a steamship
from Spain to ride a white horse on his gi -giving rounds.   To this day, 6th Decem-
ber is s ll the main day for gi -giving and merry-making in much of Europe.   Many
people feel that simple gi -giving in early Advent helps preserve a Christmas Day
focus on the Christ Child.

The story of mince pies
Did you know that mince pies have been tradi onal English Christmas fare since
the Middle Ages, when meat was a key ingredient?  The addi-

on of spices, suet and alcohol to meat came about because it
was an alterna ve to sal ng and smoking in order to preserve
the food. Mince pies used to be a different shape - cradle-
shaped with a pastry baby Jesus on top.
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DECEMER SERVICES
Time Service Church Readings

4th Dec Advent 2
10:00 Parish Communion St Thomas Bradwell Isaiah 11; 1-10

Romans 15; 4-13
Ma hew 3; 1-12

Psalm 72 1-7, 18-19

10:00 All Age Service St Nicholas Tillingham

10:00 Chris ngle St Lawrence Centre

15:00 Evening Service St James Dengie
TBA

18.00 Light up a Life Service St Nicholas Tillingham

11th Advent 3
10:00 Parish Communion St Nicholas Tillingham Isaiah 35; 1-10

James 5; 7-10
Ma hew 11; 2-11
Psalm 146; 4-10

10:00 Chris ngle & Toy
Service St Thomas Bradwell

10.00 Parish Communion St Lawrence Centre

15.00 Carol Service St James Dengie
TBA

18.00 Carol Service St Lawrence Church

16th Friday
18.00 Carol Service St Nicholas Tillingham TBA

18th Advent 4
10:00 Parish Communion St Lawrence Church Isaiah 7; 10-16

Romans 1; 1-7
Ma hew 1; 18-25

Psalm 80; 1-8, 18-20

10:00 All Age Service St Lawrence Centre

10:00 All Age Service St Nicholas Tillingham

10:00 Café Church Dengie Village Hall

16:30 Carol Service St Peters Chapel TBA

24th Christmas Eve
16.30 Crib Service St Thomas Bradwell

2 Samuel 7; 1-5, 8-
11, 16

Acts 13, 16-26
Luke 1; 67-79

Psalm 89; 2, 19-27

18.00 Crib Service St Nicholas Tillingham

18.00 Christmas Commun-
ion St Lawrence Church

23.30 Joint Benefice Mid-
night Communion St Thomas Bradwell

25th Christmas Day



13

WEEKDAY SERVICES

10:00 Christmas Praise St Thomas Bradwell

10:00 All Age Service St Lawrence Centre

1st Jan Advent 2
10:00 Parish Communion St Thomas Bradwell

Isaiah 63; 7-9
Hebrews 2; 10-18

Ma hew 2; 13—23
Psalm 148

10:00 All Age Service St Nicholas Tillingham

10:00 Centre & Church All
Age St Lawrence Centre

15:00 Evening Service St James Dengie

Isaiah 9; 2-7
Titus 2; 11-14
Luke 2; 1-14

Psalm 97

25th Christmas Day

Day Date Time Event Place

Thursday 1st 14:00 Thursday Club St Thomas' Bradwell

Friday 2nd 12:00 Friday Communion
and Lunch St Lawrence Church

Monday 5th 10:00 Pebbles Centre St Lawrence

Monday 12th 10:00 Pebbles Centre St Lawrence

Friday 16th 12:00 Friday Communion
and Lunch St Thomas' Bradwell

Monday 19th 10:00 Pebbles Centre St Lawrence
Friday 22nd 14:00 Service at the Home Down Hall Bradwell

TO
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St Cedd’s Athle cs Compe on
On Friday 18th November, a group of KS2 children from St Cedd's Church of Eng-
land Primary School a ended an Indoor Athle cs Compe on at the Dengie 100
Sports Centre in Burnham, which was arranged by William de Ferrers High
School.
Our children, hopped, skipped and jumped with everything they had. They raced
faster than they ever had before! And even though we were by far the smallest
school in the compe on, we were victorious!
Our school beat St Nicholas C of E Primary School Tillingham, Maylandsea Primary
School, St
Mary’s C
of E Prima-
ry School
Burnham
and Burn-
ham Pri-
mary
School and
we are
now head-
ing to the
finals on
the 8th De-
cember in
Wickford.
When the
results
were an-
nounced, it was a very emo onal moment for all children and staff. Mrs Wood,
Headteacher at St Cedd’s proudly said “We may be a small school, but we are pas-
sionate about providing our children with the same opportuni es as children
a ending larger schools. Our dedicated staff work relessly to teach the children
the skills they need to par cipate in as many spor ng compe ons as possible. I
was incredibly proud when the children returned to school having come 1st in the
Indoors Athle c Compe on. The atmosphere around school was incredible! The
children are excited about par cipa ng in the final next month. Come on St
Cedd’s!!”.
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GATEHOUSE
Carpentry and Joinery

& Building Services
*Doors, Floors laminate or solid wood *Decking, *Kitchens, *Windows

*Doors Wood or UPVC (All Colours) *Alterations, *Loft, Garage conversions
*UPVC facias, soffits, gutters *Brickwork, Driveways, Conservatories

*Roofs cut and pitched, *Design and build service, *Plastering
*Purpose made Joinery, *Stairs and Spindles

Tel: ,07546765233, 01621776743, gatehouse-carpentry@live.com,
Fully Insured,                                         Free Es mates.                                                Est 30yrs

A.M.P.

WATERSIDE GARAGE
MALDON RD. BRADWELL-ON-SEA

Tel: 01621 776285
Car Repairs & M.O.T.

Calor Gas Supplies, Diesel Test Station

HONEY FOR SALE
12 OZ £5.00 8 OZ £3.50

EVERY WEEKEND*
OUTSIDE GREEN GATES @

LITTLECROFT
MALDON ROAD

BRADWELL-ON-SEA CM0 7HT
WEATHER & SUPPLIES PEMITING
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TO ADVERTISE IN VILLAGE VIEW EMAIL s homaspcc@b nternet.com
with your details or phone 01621776341.
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Michael Debono and Lorraine Pace
welcome you to

The Green Man Inn
Bradwell Waterside, Bradwell-on-Sea CM0 7QX

Phone:- 01621-776226              Mobile:- 07799155201
Email:- mykibono@outlook.com

Web Site:-h p://greenmanbradwellonsea.co.uk/
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