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From the Vicarage 
 

Dear Friends, 

Dear Friends, 

As we move into August, we continue with our Summer Evening Services at 6pm 
at St Peter’s Chapel in Bradwell on Sea. We have a Confirmation Service on Sun-
day 3rd August, with local candidates coming to confirm their faith in this special 
service with the Bishop. If you would like to be Baptised or Confirmed, do please 
enquire to me. We will end the series with a ‘Songs of Praise’ service with the 
Archdeacon of Chelmsford at 6pm on Sunday 31st August, do please come and 
join us. 

On Friday 15th August, the Royal British Legion, in partnership with the Govern-
ment, will hold a National Commemorative Event at the National Memorial Arbo-
retum to mark the 80th anniversary of VJ Day and the end of the Second World 
War.  

Paying tribute to all those who served in the Far East and the Pacific, a national 
two-minute silence will be held at midday, followed by a one-hour service at the 
base of the Armed Forces Memorial. The event will be broadcast live on BBC One 
and will also be available to view on a large screen within the grounds of the Ar-
boretum.  

The commemoration will feature 400 members of the Armed Forces and include 
music from military bands, as well as a flypast from the Red Arrows and historic 
aircraft from The Battle of Britain Memorial Flight.  

As part of the nationwide remembrance, our church bells will ring at 6:30pm, to 
honour those who served and sacrificed in the Far East.  

This symbolic act of bell ringing echoes the celebrations that swept the nation 80 
years ago and offers a moment of reflection and gratitude for peace restored. 

 

God bless, 

 

 

 

 

 

Reverend Steven 
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.Bradwell-on-Sea WI meeting  

Wednesday the 9th July at Gallants Cottage 

Our annual summer garden party, with an 
added auction on the side 

Our July meeting was our ever-popular summer garden 
party, this time held at the beautiful Gallants Cottage. We were lucky to have glori-
ous sunshine all evening, making it the perfect backdrop for a night full of laughter 
and good company. 

Linda had us all thinking on our feet with a fun “survival game,” where we imag-
ined we'd been shipwrecked and had to rank ten items in order of importance. 
There were plenty of lively debates (and just as many laughs!) as we tried to de-

cide whether a mirror or a can 
of shark repellent might save 
the day! After all that excite-
ment, we tucked into delicious 
strawberries and cream along-
side Julie’s famous homemade 
shortbread. 

A special moment of the even-
ing was when we presented 
Margaret with a beautiful bou-
quet to celebrate her 90th birth-
day. It was a lovely way to mark 

such a wonderful milestone, and she was absolutely delighted. 

We rounded off the evening with a hilarious auction led by our very own Chris Or-
rin, who had us all in fits of laughter. The tempting lots included a homemade 
cake, freshly picked fruit and veg from local gardens, and even beautifully crafted 
homemade cushion covers. Chris’s charm and quick wit truly made it a highlight of 
the night! 

Our next meeting will be our summer outing to Cressing Temple Barns on the 13th 
August. 

If you have any questions about what we get up to, you can contact Sue Pirret on 
07824696807 or sue@dailygrindimports.com. 

Alice Nightingale 

mailto:sue@dailygrindimports.com
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News from RAF Bradwell Bay 

Next month is the 80th anniversary of the end of WW2. With the final victory of 
Japan on 15th August.  

Did this mean peace and quiet for Bradwell on Sea? Not for some time, the air-
field was not to close until the end of November. Air firing courses were to be 
held using the range. Even with the closure of the airfield on 30th November 1945, 
the range did not close until 1965, with jet aircraft from other bases using it until 
then.  

The RAF Memorial is noted as a place of peace and serenity and has a sublime 
effect on all visitors. My research into the names on the memorial is raising many 
stories. The first plaque reveals the first aircrew losses 2 weeks after RAF Bradwell 
become operational. 1944 bought the Normandy invasion and the last-ditch 
effort by the Germans aiming their V Weapons at Britain. 

RAF Bradwell Bay was in the battle against these weapons by sending patrols up 
to bring these rockets down, these patrols were known as Diver’s Patrols. The top 
scoring pilot against these weapons was Squadron Leader Joseph Berry the 
Squadron Leader of 501 Squadron.  

501 Squadron came to Bradwell Bay from Manston on the 22nd of September 1944 
with the main purpose of defending against the V1’s and V2’s. Their aircraft were 
Tempest V’s The squadron was successful in this mission under the leadership of 
S/L Berry who had a DFC and Bar and was later to be awarded a 2nd Bar posthu-
mously.  
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S/L Berry is buried in the Scheemda Protestant Cemetery in the Netherlands.  

Most of these stories are held in our archives but need to be highlighted and 
bought to everyone’s awareness. Many more stories will emerge as research pro-
gresses. A bonus is that this research often leads to contact with relatives, such as 
S/L Berry’s cousin. We are building a contact list of relatives, which is ever grow-
ing. There is no distinction between rank or roles, everyone who had a relative at 
RAF Bradwell Bay should contact us.  

The RAF Bradwell Bay Preservation Group has a Facebook page RAF Bradwell Bay 
Preservation Group and our website www.rafbradwellbay.com. 

We are recruiting trustees to work alongside our management committee. If you 
have skills such as business-related skills, we could use them or if you would like 
to get involved in this local project.  

The RAF Bradwell Bay Preservation Group seeks to preserve the history of the RAF 
in Bradwell on Sea. We are planning for a museum near the memorial.  

You can contact us via rafbradwellbay@gmail.com 

 

Bradwell-on-Sea Village Hall Trustees 100 Club 
 

 Charity Number 803054               
 

The Bradwell Village Hall 100 Club draw results for July 2025 are as follows. 

1st Prize, Ticket 83, Kevin Scurrell, £20.00 

2nd Prize, Ticket 75 Pauline Stinson,  £10.00 

3rd Prize, Ticket 61, Marie haynes, £5.00 

The next draw takes place on the 1st August you  would like to join the 100 Club 

please fill in form available in the Community Shop of the Village Hall or phone or 
Text 07710868491. 

http://www.rafbradwellbay.com
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The Othona Community  
 
 

Wild Worship! Here, in late July, was the oppor-
tunity to stay at, or visit Othona and be enchanted 
by the chance to dive into the natural world and 
marvel at the wonders of creation. How do you 
start? How about joining the children sliding 
about in the mud, as the tide goes out at first 
beach – and wondering at the little crabs and hop-
ping sand creatures left behind as the water re-
cedes. Night falls – lie on the pill box in the deep 
peace of the night, and count the shooting stars, a 
miracle of our clear skies as August approaches. Awake with the dawn, maybe 
yoga on the sea wall – or perhaps an extra snuggle down in a cosy yurt until the 
breakfast bell reminds you of tea and porridge, toast and boiled eggs. Make a kite 
and fly it high into God’s great blue yonder – or watch as the amazing variety of 
birdlife arriving here to soar above, dibble in the mud, or come closer to the bird 
feeders outside the dining room window.  

In August all are welcome to share in the programme, although much of the time 
there is no residential space available, but day visitors are always included: book 
of you’d like a meal. 

From 2nd August we move into the Environment Week, focusing on the natural 
environment and enjoying the great outdoors! Whatever the weather, you will be 
sure to take the short walk from Othona to St Peter’s Chapel, where we hold 
twice-daily worship led by different people staying in the Community – joining the 
August Sunday services of shared Evensong at 6pm.  

Recalling many years of Music Weeks at Othona, from “Jesus Christ Superstar and 
“Oh What a Lovely War” to selections of songs and recitals, the Music week 9th to 
16th August promises to be a special one, led by our Sarah and Simon Thompson, 
celebrating 40 years of Live Aid. The week is followed by Arts and Crafts Week, 
another favourite, led by Cathrin Jones, with activities suitable for all the family – 
and more family fun from 23rd to 30th August as former Wardens Gail and 
Matthew Dell share All the Fun of the Fair. And if you now need some time to re-
lax, the first mid-week session of September is A Time to Simply Be – come along 
to enjoy the peace and tranquillity of Othona. 

Cont’d 
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Details of all these events and more may be found on our website, or pick up a 
leaflet. One of the wonders of Othona, both here in Essex and in our sister com-
munity in West Dorset, is that you never know who will be sharing the time with 
you – resident team members, longstanding Community members, more recent 
visitors, first-timers or sea-walkers: just popped in from a walk on the sea wall, to 
see what’s going on….stay for a cuppa and a piece of homemade cake…..and 
make new friends. 

Othona is accessed through East Hall Farm, East End Rd, Bradwell on Sea, through 
the wind powered gate: exit token from the office.  Our Manager/Warden is David 
Jenkins. Website   www.othonaessex.org.uk. Email bradwell@othona.org. Tele-
phone 01621 776564. 

The Pilgrim’s Aiding 

God be with thee in every pass, 

Jesus be with thee on every hill, 

Spirit be with thee on every stream, 

Headland and ridge and lawn; 

 

Each sea and land, each moor and meadow, 

Each lying down, each rising up, 

In the trough of the waves, on the crest of the billows, 

Each step of the journey thou goest. 

 

A Celtic prayer collected by Alexander Carmichael 

September Village View 
All copy for the September Village View should be sent to Roger Scurrell by phone 
(776341), posted through the letterbox of 6 St Thomas’ Row, 
Bradwell, or by email to the address below, all by August 
15th. 
Copy may also be submitted as a text or Microsoft Word or 
Publisher file, either on CD or, better still, by email to 
stthomaspcc@btinternet.com. We ask you to limit your arti-
cle to 300-350 words and please include a picture. 
We apologise but no articles will be accepted after August 
15th. If you belong to an organisation that does not yet sub-
mit articles for the Village View we would like to hear from 
you even in longhand if you do not have access to a comput-
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AUGUST  SERVICES 

Time Service Church Readings 

1st Friday 

12:00 Communion with Lunch St Lawrence Church  

3rd Trinity 7 

10:00 Communion St Thomas Hosea 11 ;1-11 
Colossians 3; 1-11 

Luke 12; 13-21 
Psalm 107; 1-9,43* 

10:00 Morning Worship St Nicholas 

10:00 Morning Worship St Lawrence Centre 

18:00 Confirmation Service St Peters Chapel 

7th Thursday 

09:00 Communion St Peters Chapel B  

10th Trinity 8 

10:00 Communion St Nicholas 
Isaiah 1; 1,10-20 

Hebrews 11; 1-3,8-16 
Luke 12; 32-40 

Psalm 50; 1-8, 23,24* 

10:00 Morning Café Church St Thomas 

10:00 Communion St Lawrence Centre 

18:00 
Orthodox Christian Youth 

UK' service 
St Peters Chapel 

14th Thursday 

09:00 Communion St Peters Chapel  

17th Trinity 9 

08:00 Holy Communion St James Dengie 

Isaiah 5; 1-7 
Hebrews 11; 29 – 12; 2 

Luke 12; 49-56 
Psalm 80; 1-2,9-20* 

10:00 Communion St Lawrence Church 

10:00 Morning Worship St Lawrence Centre 

10:00 Morning Worship St Nicholas 

18:00 
The Methodist Church in 

Britain (Revd Dr David 
Chapman) 

St Peters Chapel 

21st Thursday 

09:00 Communion St Peters Chapel  

24th Trinity 10 

10:00 Communion St James Dengie 

Jeremiah 1; 4-10 
Hebrews 12; 18-29 

Luke 13; 10-17 
Psalm 71; 1-6 

10:00 Café Church St Thomas 

10:00 Morning Worship St Lawrence Centre 

10:00 Morning Worship St Lawrence Church 

18:00 
Mid Essex Quakers 

Meeting 
St Peters Chapel 
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Diary of 2025 Events 
 
Below are a list of dates that are happening throughout 2025. If you or your or-
ganisation have dates that you would like advertised, please email details to 
stthomaspcc@btinternet.com for inclusion. It is hoped to publish events every 
month for the coming three months and every Quarter for the year ahead. 

 
August 
Saturday 2nd August Flower Show Village Hall 1pm-5pm. 
 
September 
4th Thursday Club St Thomas Church 2pm, 10th Women’s Institute Village 
Hall 7.30pm, 15th  Parish Council Village Hall Committee Room 7.30pm, 16th 
Village Hall Trustees Village Hall 7.30pm, 18th PCC Meeting at 7.00pm, 24th 
Nature in our Neighbourhood, 

 
October 
2nd Thursday Club St Thomas Church 2pm, 5th Harvest Festival Service 
19.00am, 8th Women’s Institute, 20th Parish Council Village Hall Committee 
Room 7.30pm, 29th Nature in our Neighbourhood, 30th PCC Meeting at 
7.00pm 

Date Service Church Readings 

28th Thursday 

09:00 Communion St Peters Chapel  

31st Trinity 11 

10:00 
Joint Benefice Commun-

ion 
St James Dengie 

Jeremiah 2;4-13 
Hebrews 13;1-8,15,16 

Luke 14;1,7-14 
Psalm 81;1,10-16* 

18:00 
Songs of Prase with 

Archdeacon Jonathan 
St Peters Chapel 

7th Trinity 12 

10:00 Communion St Thomas 
Jeremiah 18;1-11 

Philemon 1-21 
Luke 14;.25-33 

Psalm 139;1-5,12-18* 

10:00 Morning Worship St Nicholas 

10:00 Morning Worship St Lawrence Centre 

15:00 Evening Service St James Dengie 

mailto:stthomaspcc@btinternet.com
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Bradwell-on-Sea Village Hall Trustees 100 Club 

 

 

 

 

The 100 Club has now been running for a year in September with the August draw 
taking place on the 1st August. We now have 83 members and have raised 
£451.00 for Village Hall refurbishment funds. The £451.00 is made up of income 
from 100 club subscriptions of £976 and £75 from prize draw winners donating 
their prize to the 100 club funds. The prize money paid out is £600. 

On behalf of the Village Hall Trustees we would like to thankyou all 199 Club 
members for taking part in this fundraising activity raising money for our hall. 

The money raised will be used to keep the Hall internals in good repair. The Hall 
relies on grants from various Grant making Bodies such as the windfarm and Mag-
nox to carry out this work as the income from hall hiring barely covers the running 
of the hall. It is easier to get grants if you can show to grant making bodies that 
we are attempting to raise money towards the Project in hand.  

We invite you to join our 100 club in the coming year. The cost is £12 per year to 
enter the 13 draws. Monthly prizes will be £20.00, £10.00 and £5.00. At Christmas 
a bonus draw of £130.00 and £50.00 will be paid to two lucky subscribers.  If more 
than 100 people subscribe the prize money would be increased accordingly. A 100 
subscribers will raise £600 for Village Hall funds. 

The first prize draw will be on the 1st September 2025 and thereafter on the 1st of 
each month. 

If you wish to participate in the 100 Club application forms are available from the 
Community Shop and Village Hall or sent to you on request to the numbers below. 
Alternately phone or email to register your interest. Subscribers may pay for more 
than one number. 

Roger Scurrell 01621 776341 or message on 07710868491. 
Jeanne Meehan 01621 776370 or message on 07798921927. 
Ann Barrett phone or message 07887776573. 
Email bradwellvillagehall@btinternet.com or Face book Bradwell village hall. 

Lastly thankyou for your support and that you will continue or join and support us 
for the coming year. 

May Village View 

mailto:bradwellvillagehall@btinternet.com
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BRADWELL-ON-SEA COUNCILLOR VACANCY  
  Bradwell-on-Sea is co-opting to fill a Councillor vacancy.  

 You are invited to apply to become a Village Councillor.  
  

You are required to meet the criteria for eligibility, set out in s.79 of the Local 
Government Act 1972.   
In summary you must be:  
A British subject, or a citizen of the Commonwealth or the European Union.  
On the ‘relevant date’ (i.e. the day on which you are co -opted) be 18 years of age 
or over. Also:  
Be a local government elector for the Council area for which you want to stand on 
the ‘relevant date’.  OR have occupied as owner or tenant any land or other prem-
ises in the council area during the whole of the 12 months preceding that day.  
OR had your principal or only place of work in the council area during the same 
period. OR have resided in the council area during that 12-month period.  
OR You can satisfy the criteria to be co-opted if you have lived in the council area 
or within 4.8km (3 miles) of it for the whole of the 12 months preceding the 
‘relevant date’.  
 You must not be disqualified, pursuant to s.80 of the Local Government Act 1972.  
In summary you cannot stand for co-option/election if:  
You are the subject of a bankruptcy restriction order or interim order.  
You have, within five years before the day of the co-option/election, been convict-
ed in the United Kingdom of any offence and have had a sentence of imprison-
ment (whether suspended or not) for a period of over three months without the 
option of a fine.  
You work for the Council you want to become a Councillor for (but you can work 
for other local Authorities, including the Principal Authorities that represent the 
same area).  
 Application for Co-option  
Applicants should apply in writing:  
Confirming that they meet the criteria for eligibility set out in s.79 of the Local 
Government Act 1972 and are not disqualified under s.80 of the Local Govern-
ment Act 1972.  
Stating why they wish to be a Councillor.  
Provide a CV.  

  
Send your application to The Clerk, Kelly Andrews, Westwood, Grange Road, 
Tillingham, Essex, CM0 7UR or email clerk@bradwellonsea-pc.gov.uk  
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Advertisement in  
Village View 

Do you want to Advertise your Business in 
Village View? We have a circulation of 500 
households in Bradwell and St Lawrence 
and are looking for advertisers to advertise 
their Club or Bussiness in Village View. 

Email; stthomaspcc@btinternet.com  
Phone; 01621776341. 

 
OPEN Tuesdays to Sundays  

12—8.30pm.  
Eastlands Meadows Country Park, 

East End Rd. Bradwell-on-Sea,  

CM0 7PP  Tel 01621503008 

Portal Solutions 
 

Professional  
carpet,  

upholstery & rug 
cleaning  

Call Helen on 
07949142784 
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GATEHOUSE 
Carpentry and Joinery 

& Building Services 

*Doors, Floors laminate or solid wood *Decking, *Kitchens, *Windows 

*Doors Wood or UPVC (All Colours) *Alterations, *Loft, Garage conversions 

*UPVC facias, soffits, gutters *Brickwork, Driveways, Conservatories 

*Roofs cut and pitched, *Design and build service, *Plastering 

*Purpose made Joinery, *Stairs and Spindles 

Tel: ,07546765233, 01621776743, gatehouse-carpentry@live.com, 

EGGS FOR SALE 

£1.20 PER BOX OF 6 

WEEKEND ONLY  
(subject to availability) 

OUTSIDE GREEN GATES 

@ LITTLECROFT, MALDON ROAD 

BRADWELL-ON-SEA CM0 7HT 

MGJ LANDSCAPES & 

BRICKWORK 

All work undertaken phone me 
for a Quote. 

07539 786486/01621776403 

mailto:gatehouse-carpentry@live.com
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