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From the Vicarage 
Happy Easter! 
Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
All   He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Our Diocesan Bishop Guli says in her Easter Message:- 
“Once again, the message of Easter hope and resurrection life breaks into a 
world that is full of sorrow, conflict and pain. How can we possibly make 
sense of this central event - the one that everything else in the Christian faith 
hangs on - when all the evidence seems to point away from it? When much of 
the time it feels like death and hatred and evil have the final say, rather than 
life and love and hope? Both on a global scale, but perhaps personally too, for 
there is so much suffering and loss.  
Well, if you rely on your emotions, on how you feel at any particular moment 
and in response to any specific event that might make you happy or sad - if 
you rely on your feelings, then faith is indeed a fickle thing. For sometimes 
God can feel close and other times far away. But the truth at the heart of the 
Gospel is that God, through Christ, is ever present, whatever is going on and 
whether or not we experience that closeness or not. I have these words of Karl 
Jung hanging in the hallway of our home, and I look at them every time I come 
in or go out: “Bidden or not bidden, God is present.” God was present on Good 
Friday, just as much as on Easter Day. The important thing is not to confuse 
our experiences and emotions - whether we feel the nearness of God or not – 
with the reality of Easter resurrection.  
There’s no denying that embracing this requires a leap of faith. No logic or ex-
periment will prove the existence of God or convince you of the Easter story. 
But faith knows more. In the words of the French mathematician and philoso-
pher Blaise Pascal, The heart has reasons, of which reason knows nothing. On 
Easter morning, Christ rose from the dead and broke the power of death and 
hatred through the strength of his love and sacrifice. As Christians we try to 
embody that in the way we live our lives, in the service of others, speaking out 
against injustice, seeking to respond in love wherever there is hate. This is the 
Easter story, and it is ours to tell. It is challenging, mysterious and life chang-
ing. It offers light and hope in the midst of darkness, and I commend it to you 
wholeheartedly.  
For, Christ is risen! He is risen indeed, Alleluia. I wish you a joyful and blessed 
Easter.” 
I am taking a holiday throughout April, along with the school holidays, so I 

hope to see you later in April. God bless,                      Reverend Steven  
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St Paul’s Cathedral Evensong 
3pm Sunday 28th April 2024 

 
Preacher: Revd Steven Poss 

 
Tickets £20 – Please contact Revd Steven on 

01621 779620 / 07830 150713 or  
email stevenposs@hotmail.com  

 
Coach Leaving Tillingham at 12 noon and will 

return around 6pm. 
 

 

mailto:stevenposs@hotmail.com
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Bradwell WI 
 
Wednesday 13th March at the Village Hall 
 
A introduction to decoupage with Carol 
 

 

For our March meeting, we were introduced to the art of decoupage by our 
own member, Carol. We tried our hand at decorating a fridge magnet and two 

eggs, just in time for 
easter! Decoupage is 
a decorative tech-
nique where you 
stick cut-out paper 
or fabric images onto 
a surface and then 
seal them with layers 
of varnish or glue. It's 
often used in crafting 
to decorate trays, 
boxes and frames. 
We all enjoyed giving 
it a go, even if we did 
get messier than we 
probably should 

have! 
We also had a visit from our newest 'honouree member', William, at the begin-
ning of the meeting, our first WI baby in many years! 
Our next meeting is on the 10th of April at 7:45 pm in the village hall for 
'Storytelling through textiles' with Tabitha Mitchel-Simons. New members are 
always welcome, and there is just a small fee of £5 for non-members, so 
please feel free to come along! 
If you have any questions about what we get up to, you can contact us via our 
Bradwell on Sea WI Facebook page or contact our president, Sue Pirret, on 
07824696807 or sue@dailygrindimports.com. 

Alice Nightingale 

 
 



6 
 

 

The Othona Community in April 2024 
Easter is just passed, with the spirit of joy and celebra-
tion still in our hearts, and April begins with Easter eggs 
shared, rolled and enjoyed. The eggs will not last for 
long, but as the spring flowers flourish beneath increas-
ingly greening trees, we hope the spirit will remain, and 
that Othona, at its Centres here and in Dorset, will play 
our part in upholding and sharing it. 
Some people think of Othona as a retreat centre, and certainly retreats here 
bring comfort and reflective times. March saw the most interesting Lithuanian 
Church Retreat, and sharing of some very different Lithuanian food. Church 
groups often book their own events, but retreats that are open to all  bring in 
small groups such as that led by Brigid Main, "Into the Wilderness" which went 
really well. 
Other activities need a bit more muscle-power: the St Ethelburgh group, in-
cluding people from variety of different, and sometimes disadvantaged back-
grounds, step in with a will to continue planting new hedges to provide shelter 
for wildlife in years to come. Our residential member Amanda has been active 
in the garden, and particularly in the Peace Garden boundary’s green renova-
tion. Team member Peter has been decorating the Education Building and re-
newing the showers in Plum Corner and the Solar Building, now all smart and 
ready for new visitors.  Woodland Management, and a Working Weekend, 
meant that March was a busy month before the peace, fun and spiritual uplift 
of Eastertime together. Working in a different way, traditional to the ethos of 
Othona, we have Reverend Dan Pierce on sabbatical. Whenever you visit, you 
will always meet a range of people, from old hands to youngsters on work ex-
perience, from volunteers to those taking a well-deserved break from the 
stresses of life. Don’t forget, even our dedicated Warden/Managers and resi-
dent team need some down time to refresh and renew their energy, so local 
Volunteers are welcome, and soon feel part of the Community! 
April sees a mid-week retreat to help those affected by grief; a workshop on 
the spoken voice, and weekend of song, with a Working Weekend coming up at 
the beginning of May - for details of these and much more throughout the 
spring and summer, you are invited to look at the Programme on the Othona 
Essex website. One for all our diaries is the Essex Green Weekend, returning to 
Othona this year for the weekend of 14th to 16th June, with lots of stalls, talks 
and live music, something for all ages. 
Exactly 50 years ago our founder Norman Motley wrote, in his "Letters to a 
Community": 'So I return to the Easter theme because for me, and I hope, for  



7 

 

 

 you this is our hope and our conviction. "Now is Christ risen from the dead and 
become the first fruits of them that slept. For since by man came death,  
by man also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so even in 
Christ shall all be made alive." Happy Easter to you, and with our love, NOR-
MAN.'  And with Norman we share this message from the Community, 50 years 
older but still just as much alive to the Spirit. 
Debbie and Richard Sanders are our Wardens, supported by resident team 
Phil Peter, Amanda and volunteers. Website: www.othonaessex.org.uk, con-
tact bradwell@othona.org, telephone 01621 776564, or visit via the wind-
powered electric gate, collect an exit token to leave. 

Are you baptised? 

Have you been confirmed? 

There will be a Confirmation and Baptism service at St Peters Chapel on 
July 14th 2024 at 6pm. 
Baptism is an important step in one’s life, whether it was as a child or as an 
adult, but the next step in our Christian life is often forgotten as our lives got 
so busy with collage, work, relationships families etc. 
So many of us find that it is later in life that we start thinking about the spir-
itual aspects of our life and our Christian heritage, having a desire to recon-

nect with God.  
Have you ever thought about having a closer 
relationship with the Lord? It may be grow-
ing the faith you had as a youngster at 
school or this may be the first time you may 
be thinking about your spiritual life? 
We often do not know how to make this step, 
starting to go to church can be a frightening 
experience, just getting through those doors 
can be a challenge, and that’s before you meet 

the people inside!  I remember when I was in my late twenties, and due to diffi-
cult issues in my life at that time, I was being drawn to the only support I knew 
that I could trust, that was the small Christian faith I had as a child. I started to 
go to evensong at 6:30pm on Sunday evenings, I would go in late and sit at the 
back and be out before anyone spoke to me. The saving grace was that I had 
Christian friends that I could talk to,  whether in the Cricketers or at late night  

http://www.othonaessex.org.uk
mailto:bradwell@othona.org
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coffee after the pub had closed. This enabled me to build up my faith and 
confidence in Christian worship. 

Times have changed and life is so different now. Peoples Christian journey  
is different from the past, they come to the Lord at different times in their 
life and in different ways that reflects our modern age. 
 
What about you? 
 
I have not been baptised can I be Confirmed?   

No problem the baptism is done at the same Confirmation service by the 
Bishop. 

I do not go to church; can I be Confirmed?  

Confirmation is not the end of your Christian journey it is a start, after the 
service you can take Holy Communion when you do come and hopefully 
you will find Christian worship an important part of your life. 

What preparation do I need?  

The way that churches help people get ready for Confirmation may vary, 
but all will encourage people to grow in their Christian faith, talking about 
prayer, the Bible, going to church and living out their faith in their communi-
ties. It really can be quite fun to discus these issues in an open setting.  

Can I attend these discussion groups without committing to Confor-
mation?  

Of course you can, it is a way of finding your individual way to Christ, after 
the meetings you can decide if you are ready or not. 

If you are interested, please 
contact Revd Steven or David 
Thorpe for a chat.  

Being baptised or confirmed 
at St Peters Chapel is a great 
experience. 
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CHURCH READERS, SIDESMEN, INTERCESSORS AND COFFEE ROTA 

News from RAF Bradwell Bay 
By 1944, 80 years ago, RAF Bradwell Bay was established as an active aero-
drome. On June 6th, 1944, the allies landed in Normandy as part of the inva-
sion and taking back of Europe. Did RAF Bradwell Bay take part. Yes, but not in 
a direct role. Some squadrons were moved further South, 605 squadron for 
example. Bradwell did some patrols in the area just to maintain a defensive 
watch. The nation is celebrating with a lighting of beacons at 9.15pm, across 
the country. 
The Bradwell Bay Preservation Group is planning to commemorate. There is a 
Childrens play being performed, watch out for details. This is being organised 
by “our Jean”. 

 
On 6th June, Churchill will narrate through the day’s events at The Green Man 
followed by a lighting of a bonfire on the sea wall. 
On 8th June there will, be a festival of military and civilian services in Bradwell 
During WW2. 
If you would like to help or be involved, contact us via 
our website or Facebook. 
The RAF Bradwell Bay Preservation Group seeks to pre-
serve the history of the RAF in Bradwell on Sea. We are 
planning for a museum near the memorial. You can help 
by donating via our website www.rafbradwellbay.co.uk  

http://www.rafbradwellbay.co.uk
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APRIL 24 SERVICES 
Time Service Church Readings 

5th 
April Friday 

9.00 Morning Prayer St Thomas Bradwell 
 TBA 

12:00 
Communion with 

Lunch 
St Lawrence Church 

7th Easter 2 
10:00 Communion St Thomas Bradwell Acts 4; 32-35 

1 John 1; 1-2; 2 
John 20; 19-end 

Psalm 133 

10:00 Morning Worship St Nicholas Tillingham 
10:00 Morning Worship St Lawrence Centre 
15:00 Evening Service St James Dengie 

12th Friday 
9.00 Morning Prayer St Thomas Bradwell TBA 
14th Easter 3 
10:00 Communion St Nicholas Tillingham 

Acts 3; 12-19 
1 John 3; 1-7  

Luke 24; 36b-48  
Psalm 4      

10:00 
Morning Café 

Church 
St Thomas Bradwell 

10:00 Communion St Lawrence Centre 
18:00 Evening Service St Lawrence Church 

19th Friday 
9.00 Morning Prayer St Thomas Bradwell TBA 
21st Easter 4 
08:00 Holy Communion St James Dengie 

Acts 4; 5-12 
1 John 3; 16-24 
John 10; 11-18 

Psalm 23 

10:00 Communion St Lawrence Church 
10:00 Morning Worship St Lawrence Centre 
10:00 Morning Worship St Nicholas Tillingham 
18:00 Evening Service St Thomas Bradwell 
25th Thursday 
9.00 Communion St Peters Chapel TBA 
26th Friday 
9.00 Morning Prayer St Thomas Bradwell TBA 
28th Easter 5 
10:00 Communion St James Dengie 

Acts 8; 26-40 
1 John 4; 7-21  

John 15; 1-8 
Psalm 22; 25-31 

10:00 Café Church St Thomas Bradwell 
10:00 Morning Worship St Lawrence Centre 
10:00 Morning Worship St Lawrence Church 
12.00 St. Pauls Cathedral Evening Service  
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WEEK DAY EVENTS APRIL 

Time Service Church Readings 
3rd May Friday 

9.00 Morning Prayer St Thomas Bradwell 
 TBA 

12:00 
Communion with 

Lunch 
St Lawrence Church 

5th Easter 6, Rogation Sunday 

10:00 
Rogation Rally  

followed by  
Communion 

St Thomas Bradwell Acts 10; 44-48  
1 John 5; 1-6  
John 15; 9-17 

Psalm 98  
10:00 Morning Worship St Nicholas Tillingham 
10:00 Morning Worship St Lawrence Centre 
15:00 Evening Service St James Dengie 

9th Thursday Ascension Day 

17.00 

Dedication of 
Church Clock by 

The Bishop of 
Bradwell 

St Thomas Bradwell TBA 

Day Date Time Event Place 
Thursday 4th 13:00 Thursday Club Lunch St Thomas Church 

Wednesday 15th 14:00 Bradwellians Group St Thomas Church 

Monday 11th 10:00 Pebbles St Lawrence Church 

Monday 22nd 10:00 Pebbles St Lawrence Church 
Monday 29th 10:00 Pebbles St Lawrence Church 

Village View can you help? 
We are looking for Distributors to distribute Village View 
around the Village.  

The areas are from:- 

 Woodyards to half way down Trusses Road and Downhall cot-
tages )next to the old Gas yard). 

Along Maldon Road from Bradwell Hall to St Peters Court (not 
including St Peters Court. 

If you can help or need further information please contact me Roger Scurrell 
on 01621776341 or email stthomaspcc@btinternet.com. 
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May Village View 

All copy for the May Village View should be sent to Roger Scurrell 
by phone (776341), posted through the letterbox of 6 St Thomas’ 
Row, Bradwell, or by email to the address below, by April 15th. 

Copy may also be submitted as a text or Microsoft Word or Pub-
lisher file, either on CD or, better still, by email to stthom-
aspcc@btinternet.com. We ask you to limit your article to 300-
350 words and please include a picture. 

We apologise but no articles will be accepted after April 15th.  

If you belong to an organisation that does not yet submit articles for the Village 
View we would like to hear from you even in longhand if you do not have access to 
a computer. Any news you have is always very welcome. 

Nature in our Neighbourhood: Bradwell on Sea 
 
A group of about 30 people gather together monthly to consider aspects of our 

natural environment with lively debate and 
cake! Called Nature in our Neighbourhood, 
we have had fascinating talks on aspects of 
nature such as butterflies, bats, sea birds, 
bees, reptiles, the coast line, the history of 
our coast, the fishtraps, local archealogical 
digs, our local organic farm.    

We are hoping to have talks on wildflowers 
and trees in the future.   

We meet in the village hall on the fourth 
Wednesday in the month, starting at 
7.30pm.   

You are most welcome to join us! Home-
made cake and tea are served. Donations 
welcome. 

We are sponsored by Bradwell BAN 
(Bradwell Action Network) 

Elizabeth Bayliss  01621 776161 

mailto:stthomaspcc@btinternet.com
mailto:stthomaspcc@btinternet.com


13 

 

 



14 
 

 

 

 



15 

 

 



16 
 

 



17 

 

 

GATEHOUSE 
Carpentry and Joinery 

& Building Services 

*Doors, Floors laminate or solid wood *Decking, *Kitchens, *Windows 

*Doors Wood or UPVC (All Colours) *Alterations, *Loft, Garage conversions 

*UPVC facias, soffits, gutters *Brickwork, Driveways, Conservatories 

*Roofs cut and pitched, *Design and build service, *Plastering 

*Purpose made Joinery, *Stairs and Spindles 

Tel: ,07546765233, 01621776743, gatehouse-carpentry@live.com, 

Fully Insured,                                         Free Estimates.                                                Est 30yrs 

HONEY FOR SALE 

12 OZ £5.00           8 OZ £3.50 

EGGS FOR SALE £1.20 per box  

OUTSIDE GREEN GATES @ 

LITTLECROFT, MALDON ROAD 

BRADWELL-ON-SEA CM0 7HT 

EVERY WEEKEND, WEATHER & SUPPLIES PEMITING  

 

. 

mailto:gatehouse-carpentry@live.com
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Michael Debono and Lorraine Pace 
welcome you to 

 

 The Green Man Inn 
 

Bradwell Waterside, Bradwell-on-Sea CM0 7QX 
Phone:- 01621-776226              Mobile:- 07799155201 

Email:- mykibono@outlook.com 
Web Site:-http://greenmanbradwellonsea.co.uk/ 
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