The Second World War

At the start of the war, the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries set up a
committee to encourage food production and to give advice and
information on growing vegetables.

This became the Dig for Victory Campaign. Smaller allotments now
became available. However, many men were fighting abroad and others
were engaged in self defence duties, worked long hours, which led to an
increasing number of uncultivated plots.
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1938 An aerial view of north and south side allotments, showing that 1992 An aerial view of the south side and a section of the north side

Earlham Road and parts of Bluebell Road have had houses built along with the Trading Hut clearly visible.
them.

On the north side, there is a faint indication of two paths from Earlham

Road boundary, leading directly onto the allotment site.

One path now leads onto the housing from Bluebell Road.

The other was closed off and is at the end of the tarmac path near
plot 1, it was believed that it was being used as a short cut to the pub
on Colman Road.

Rent

Norwich Corporation Allotment Committee Minutes 13th May 1924
“The rent of the Bluebell Allotments be provisionally fixed at 1/- (1
shilling) per rod.” ( ten pence in today’s money) which for a 20 rod
allotment would be £1.

Close records were kept by the Allotment Committee of all those who
defaulted on the payment of their rent.




Rules

Norwich Corporation Committee minutes October 1923

“No pigs shall be kept on the above allotments within 150 yards of a
house or a site of a house and then such pigs shall only be kept in a
sty, the specifications of which shall be approved by the corporation
and no more than two pigs”




Oth_er apples trees exist on other allotments but these were either
their fruit had already fatien or been picked

These are the results of a survey by Norfolk Apples & Orchards project volunteers of
the apple varieties present on September 7" 2001.

Other apples trees exist on other allotments but these were either inaccessible or
their fruit had already fallen or been picked.
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Trees

The corporation provided fruit trees for the tenants. Some were
purchased for £424, in June 1924 from Daniel Brothers who ran the
nursery at the junction of Mile End Road and Newmarket Road (now
Notcutts).

The roads were planted with apple trees, stone fruit were planted
within the rows of plots and pear and quinces were grown near t
sheds for protection.

In 2014 The East of England Apples and Orchards Project completed a
survey of the trees on our site. We hold a copy of the list in the trading
hut.

Have a look for your allotment number on the fruit tree list and see if
a tree is recorded on your plot.

The East.of England Project holds annual Apple Days around the region.
They are often in the autumn at Gressenhall Rural Life Museum, near
Dereham. They display a wonderful array of fruit for identification
purposes.

Look out for Apple Days in our region.
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Water

Laying on of water was included in the unemployment grant.

As described by Bluebell plotholders this was in the form of octagonal
water basins surrounding an automatic cistern in each of the fourteen
roadway intersections.

Unfortunately, no documentary evidence has been found for laying on
of water. Close examination of the road intersections today will show
the kerbstones forming a loose octagonal shape, with each plot having a
chamfered corner.

In 1956 the water basins were replaced by roadside tanks to allow
wider access for manure lorries.




