MEETING OF THE BLACKMORE, HOOK END

& WYATTS  GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Thursday, 15th September 2016 in the committee room of Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.  

Commenced at 7.30pm.    

Members present:  Cllr Keeble (Acting Chairman), Cllr Watley, Cllr Bennett,  Cllr Dean, Cllr Thomas, Cllr Town, Cllr Mason.   Susan Barnes (Parish Clerk) and Rosemarie Nelson (Responsible Financial Officer - RFO) present.
Also present: Cllr Louise McKinlay (Leader of Brentwood Borough Council) and Mr Terry Smith (Herald Magazine Editor).
Apologies for absence: Cllr Lockhart, Cllr Frost, Cllr Lennon, Cllr McCarthy (Chairman) and Borough Cllr Aimi Middlehurst. Cllr Keeble wished Cllr McCarthy get well wishes on behalf of the PC due to his recent accident and hospitalisation and announced he would be chairing the meeting in his absence.
0114
AMENDMENTS TO MINUTES
Nil amendments. The July 2016 minutes were signed as a correct record.
0115
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Nil.
0116
Cllr Louise McKinlay (Leader of Brentwood Borough Council) - presentation

As this was opened out to a Q&A session this was merged with item 0117 (open forum).
0117   OPEN FORUM 
Cllr Keeble thanked Cllr McKinlay for attending the meeting for the purpose of updating the PC on various matters and the meeting was opened to her.  Cllr McKinlay advised she had contacted all parish councils within the borough as this would be a chance to cover more personal items relative to each council which the BBC/PC liaison meetings might not have done. Updates were given as follows:

· The Town Hall is being shaped into a ‘community hub’ as two thirds of the building is currently empty and unused.  The registration office is now incorporated in the main building for registering births, deaths and weddings etc.  The Citizens Advice Bureau and Job Centre Plus is also being considered as well as Essex Police.  This will provide a more joined up service with other Essex County Council services.  Also, there might be an opportunity for small start up businesses having short term leases for rental space, dependant on space remaining.
· The William Hunter Way and Bay Tree shopping Centre along with the High Street are all being regenerated. Further parking would be made available.  Contracts are currently being negotiated with contractors and quotations sought.
· Devolution – BBC discussing with Government a devolution package and for this purpose a Mayor of Essex is being considered.  This devolution process could also be filtered down to parish councils giving them more powers at some point in the future.

· Traveller encampment at Chelmsford Road, Blackmore – Residents present asked if updates were available. Cllr McKinlay confirmed that a meeting had been held at the Town Hall with members of the PC who had been involved with the legal proceedings in the past.  Several options had been discussed but it had been agreed that until BBC had received further legal advice on the options available to BBC, there was nothing concrete to report at this moment in time.  As soon as advice had been received from their legal team the PC would like to organise a public meeting with BBC to inform residents.  Cllr McKinlay confirmed she would keep the channels of communication open and liaise with the PC as soon as further information was made available.
· Local Development Plan (LDP) – Cllr McKinlay advised that the last round of consultation results had been received which could be viewed online.  She advised that of the 6,500 homes required, only 50% of that could be met by available brown field sites. Therefore, the Dunton Village Garden option was key to supply a high quota of homes required.  Even if all of the LDP sites were to go through this would still mean that approximately 89% of Brentwood would still remain as green belt which was a good result.  A statement would be made available shortly and the final draft is to be ready at the end of the year, with submission to the Secretary of State being February/March 2017.  The plan, which also includes sustainable business, will then be in place for the next 15 years.

The Council asked what Plan B might be if the Dunton village suburb was not to be adopted.  Cllr McKinlay advised that BBC was now pursuing this scheme independently of Basildon Council as it was doing in the early days. Discussions had been held with ECC, as the A127 would inevitably be impacted, and discussions with the NHS, favourable responses had been received.  New schools and services were being considered for the Dunton proposal which is a positive outcome.  She went on to say that Plan B might mean smaller density sites and certain sites might be expanded giving two options.  The numbers would certainly have to be reviewed and further consultations would then be undertaken.

The residents were invited to ask questions and the various concerns were raised in terms of enforcement, or rather the lack of.  It was questioned why this legislation couldn’t be looked at further as Eric Pickles had written a policy on eviction of illegal traveller encampments which did not seem to be the case within this Borough.  This led on to the topic of general enforcement

· Outstanding Enforcement issues – Cllr McKinlay confirmed that enforcement of late had been a bit hit and miss. This was predominantly due to a lack of resources at BBC offices. Staff was either being made redundant or they were leaving of their own accord and it was very hard to keep and maintain the staff quota at the moment. Therefore, BBC was in the process of talking with Thurrock Council for additional resources due to a lack of recruitment success at BBC.  She also confirmed that this wasn’t just a local problem, enforcement and a lack of budget and resources was a National problem. Cllr McKinlay invited the council to send her any outstanding enforcement items and she would have this looked into.  The Council advised that these reports were given twice monthly at the bottom of each planning meeting report to the BBC planning department and yet no feedback was forthcoming from BBC. She would look into this. Cllr McKinlay confirmed there was currently no head of planning in place at BBC and restructuring was being undertaken.  Presently, Philip Ruck, Head of Paid Services was covering that post until further notice.
· Homelessness – A resident enquired what was happening with the homeless people recently seen on Brentwood High Street. Cllr McKinlay advised that BBC had offered assistance to these people but they could not make them come into the offices for help. Also, as they were sleeping on private land and not actually on highways land, BBC was in contact with the shop owner responsible for liaising with the person or indeed moving them on.

The meeting with Cllr McKinlay was concluded and Cllr Keeble thanked her for her time and for answering all questions. He asked that as discussed, communication could be kept open and updates supplied as soon as they became available regarding the traveller encampment.

0118
PROGRESS CHECK
To receive reports or updates on items or visits made since the previous ordinary Council meeting or Committee meetings.  No items declared.


0119
CORRESPONDENCE

The Clerk reported on the following correspondence received at the Parish Office since the last Ordinary meeting and subsequent committee meetings:-


The Clerk had received a letter from Blackmore primary school regarding the pool opening times and availability for resident use during the summer holidays.  The head teacher thanked the PC for its kind donation.  She explained that this information only became available once a lifeguard had been secured as the pool could not be open if un-manned.  She advised that the dates would be published as soon as this could be done and explained that the dates did go out to all parents but would endeavour, where possible, to provide this in time for publication in the summer edition of the Herald magazine.
BOROUGH & COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORTS
0120
Borough Cllr Roger Keeble advised on the following items:
· Quince Hall, Chelmsford Road is now registered as a Grade II listed building.  
· ECC is looking at localised flooding – Cllr Keeble reported that Hope Cottage was flooded due to the heavy rains in June.
· The churchyard (Jericho wall) had fallen down recently which meant that a new wall was being built.
The Clerk reported, in County Cllr Ann Naylor’s absence, the necessity for Parish Cllr’s to attend the ECC Local Highways panel meetings to promote the parish items as provided to Ann Naylor for attention.  The application forms were passed around to everyone by the Clerk and the process was duly explained by the Clerk.  


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE
0121
FINANCE 

ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT – The Clerk presented the following payment schedules and cheques requiring three Member signatures:

£

Addressee


Description

455.00


Total Landscapes

install bin @ Red Rose Lane & 3 picnic benches  

  
-   


S Barnes


July & August mileage expenses

 -


R Nelson


Book Keeping

 
-


HM Revenue & Customs
Tax & NI contributions

  
 75.00


petty cash


September cash 

2000.00

Unity Trust PC A/C:20343161
BAC’s payments

 
412.50


T Smith


Herald magazine (Sept)

   58.54


T Smith


Herald magazine reimbursable expenses

400.00


British Heart Foundation
Defibrillator contribution (part funded)

234.00


S H Goss & Co Ltd

inv.13076 – weed kill cockleshell path

175.00


EALC



inv.7222 & 7157 – training courses

734.09


MD Landscapes

inv.594 – parish grass cutting

429.60


Playsafety Ltd


inv.024983 – annual ROSPA inspections

1500.00

Kelhatch Press


inv.3625 – Herald magazine production

 180.00


Mr P Hinde


inv.29.7.16 – repair Blackmore village Green sign



Direct bank transfer payments via Unity Trust:
£  -
 
Essex Pension Fund

 pension contribution

£-
  

S Barnes


Clerk’s salary 
      
 It was RESOLVED that:

(i) The statutory basis for this item be noted as the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2011;

(ii) The List of Payments is approved as presented in the schedule.


Receipts: Nil
0122    FINANCIAL REPORTS:  Financial Reports to 31st August 2016
In accordance with the reports distributed prior to the meeting, Mrs Nelson (RFO) reported that finances were looking healthy at present and in accordance with budgets. The roller door shutter payment had been made along with the three new picnic benches and the work to the Millennium park electricity box. 
Cllr Bennett advised that there was quite a lot of recreation budget required to undertake the list of works as outlined in the RoSPA inspection reports so savings might have to be made elsewhere as this work was vital.

It was RESOLVED that:

(i) the statutory basis for this item be noted as the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2011; and,

(ii)       The August 2016 Financial Report be noted with no other action necessary.
0123
FINANCIAL POWERS:
Mrs Nelson advised she had been liaising with Ted Hall of the Tipps Cross Hall Trustees regarding the admin fee paid for the use of the Clerk – this had been increased. The office rental fee would be looked at during the next process of budget setting.
0124
HERALD MAGAZINE  

Terry Smith advised that sadly he and Eileen had been considering retiring from producing the Herald magazine after doing it for some 18 years now. The PC hoped that they would continue a bit longer as they would be sadly missed and the quality of the magazine they produced was excellent. He confirmed that they would stay committed to producing the magazine for the time being until such time that a suitable replacement could be found. 
0125
BRENTWOOD BOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL ASSOCIATION

  The Clerk had attended the last meeting on 14th September 2016.  The new secretary had been appointed and she was a qualified clerk familiar with this type of role.

 Next meeting: 14.12.16 – 7pm – Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.  


PLANNING COMMITTEE

0126
 PLANS

The following planning meetings were held since the last ordinary council meeting.  All in accordance with the planning reports made by the committee.  

25th July 2016  – Applications discussed: 

16/00852/FUL– No objections 

16/00864/FUL – No objections but mindful that 7.29 (GB5) in the Brentwood Replacement Plan was complied with as it is in the Green Belt.

16/00995/TPO– No objections.

15th August 2016  – Applications discussed:

16/00942/FUL – Queried contravention of section 7.29 (GB5) of the Brentwood Local Replacement Plan and CP1 (i) & (ii) of the BLRP.


16/00910/FUL – No objections but concerned at the potential loss of this facility to the village.

5th September 2016 – Applications discussed: 


16/01076/TPO – Queries raised in relation to the request and nature of works.

16/01060/FUL- No objections.

Updates:

Blackmore post office – BBC planning approval was granted on 7th September for ‘change of use from part residential and part retail to full residential’.


Post office update letter 24.816 received by the Clerk – Key points – Will be moving to Co-Op as a new local style P.O.  Relocation date to be confirmed. Opening hours will be: Mon-Sun: 06.30 -20.00hrs.

Cllr Lockhart had also supplied a list of Planning Application Results from BBC.


Cllr Lockhart will be attending the next BBC Planning meeting for updates on Tuesday 13th September


Cllr Lockhart scheduled the next PC planning committee meeting for Monday 5th October at 5pm at Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.

0127
OUTSTANDING ENFORCEMENT ISSUES - As per the reports. 
 
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE


There was no meeting of the Environment Committee on 5th September as the meeting was not quorate with only two members in attendance. 
0128
Bus shelter, Watsons corner (Plovers Barron location)
The Clerk has completed an LHP request form with ECC for a replacement bus shelter and is hopeful that funding will be available in 2017.  The replacement style called ‘Surrey’ had been provided and approved with ECC.    
0129
Library Green (over grown) – Action – expenditure to be approved

The quote for £1500 to trim and clear the overgrowth and brambles will be assessed by the Environment committee.
0130
Christmas lights 


Proposal: To dress two trees on Horsefayre Green with strung Festoon Christmas lights for £5790 plus VAT as quoted by Piggots.  These would be water tight and the old lights would be removed by Piggotts.  Power to be supplied by the Leather Bottle public house as agreed with them.  Proposed by Cllr Mason, Seconded by Cllr Watley and unanimously agreed.  The Clerk will process the purchase order with Piggotts. 
0131
Planters


The planters were looking very dry due to the hot weather and the committee will check who is watering them.
0132
Poor pavement condition 

The Clerk to report to ECC/Ann Naylor the following path which requires attention:


Outside the old school, Blackmore Road (on the corner of Blacksmiths Alley) – there is a large hole and badly cracked paving which needs repairing.  
Other
Cllr Town will take Total Landscapes to assess and quote for various parish posts:


Outside the Barn garage on the corner of the Green at Blackmore and Chelmsford Road as well as Library Green.


The sign on the Green has now been repaired to a satisfactory condition.


Cllr Town to attend the next recreation committee meeting to discuss the possible re-location of the two picnic benches currently on the main Green. 

RECREATION COMMITTEE

There was a committee meeting held on 14th September 2016 and the minutes were circulated prior to the meeting.  

· The Council received and accepted the Committee meeting minutes and the following items of business discussed.
0133
Ted Marriage Field
Cllr Thomas advised that the committee had decided to shelve the prospect of a new spring rocker or roundabout as expenditure will be required to update and repair items of concern as flagged in the recent annual RoSPA inspection reports.  She advised these reports were being evaluated.

Cllr Mason had been approached by the resident living in the bungalow next to the field as he said he would paint the fence at the entrance and permission was sought.  Permission was proposed by cllr Mason and this was approved by a majority vote.  Therefore, cllr Mason would inform the resident it was OK for him to use suitable wood stain when undertaking the work.

0134
Mill Lane Play Area
In accordance with the September recreation minutes.
0135
Walter Hobbs Recreation Field and Play Area
In accordance with the September recreation minutes.
The Clerk was asked to chase the solicitor for a response to the PC’s last letter sent.
0136
New picnic benches (x3) 

Cllr Cannon advised that she had noticed that these benches were very well used. The Clerk was asked to look into the guarantee of these due to the recent bowing of the table tops during hot weather.
0137
Millenium park cockleshell footpath


The best quote received by the Clerk was from Ipave for £1600 plus VAT for 35CBM of cockleshells.  The Clerk would instruct Ipave to continue the path up to the dual purpose bin as discussed previously.


The Clerk would instruct them to undertake the work.  
0138
CLERK’S REPORT

BT Payphone – Wyatts Green Road (near Wyatts Green Lane) tel: 01277-821421.
The Clerk had completed and signed the purchase agreement from BT The £1 transfer fee had been waived by BT.  The residents had contacted the PC after being notified that BT would be de-commissioning the phone from the kiosk, and they expressed that they would like to look after the upkeep of the kiosk as it was not only a good landmark but also a part of the village street scene and history. The Clerk advised that in accordance with the terms and conditions of the contract, the residents must seek the express permission of the PC before commencing any installations/maintenance of the kiosk as it remains the full responsibility of the PC and is owned by the PC.
0139
 COMMITTEE MEETINGS


Environment
  10.10.16
7.30 pm
Tipps X Remembrance Hall

Recreation 
  13.10.16
7.00pm
Tipps X Remembrance Hall

Planning
  5.10.16
4.45pm
Tipps X Remembrance Hall


Parish Council
 20.10.16
7.30 pm
Tipps X Remembrance Hall 
0140
Defibrillators   
· The first training course had been held on 8.9.16 at Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall which had been attended by the Clerk, some members of the council and user/volunteer groups.  It was a very good course and the defibrillator is now available for use at Tipps Cross Hall.
· The PC was making its contribution of £400 towards the defibrillator for Blackmore as part-funded by the British Heart Foundation.  The Clerk felt it would be good practise to hold a meeting with the Blackmore village Hall committee once received to discuss a suitable location

Whilst maintaining the conditions of the grant.  Also, the Clerk had various options available regarding a suitable case for the defibrillator which was dependant on its location and other factors.  
0141
Finger posts

Cllr Lockhart and the Clerk would be applying for a Heritage Lottery Grant towards replacing the   parish wooden finger posts and signs.
0142 
Public Engagement (social media) 

The Clerk was investigating the various procedures in regards to setting up a facebook page.  The Clerk and Cllr McCarthy were booked in with EALC to attend their social media training course on Tuesday 11th October – cost per delegate £50.
0143
Parish Fireworks night 5.11.16

The proposal of a new display banner for outside Mill Lane play area for £75 was made by Cllr Bennett and unanimously agreed. 
INFORMATION EXCHANGE / NEXT AGENDA ITEMS – (for discussion only)   

0144
Cllr Town had heard that blood tests were no longer going to be carried out at the Brentwood community Hospital.  Cllr Thomas said she would attend the next meeting at the Deal Tree Surgery and enquire.   
0145
Cllr Keeble advised that the Sports and Social Club, Blackmore wanted to put in new bi-fold doors and extend the patio area at the back over-looking the playing field.  It was agreed that Cllr’s Watley and Keeble would visit and assess this and report back to the PC.
0146
Cllr Keeble reported that he had received complaints regarding dog fouling in the cemetery, Blackmore and enquired if a dog bin could be installed.  This would be discussed with the PCC to establish if one was needed or even wanted in the cemetery and reported back to the PC if it was deemed necessary.
0147
Cllr Watley asked if the trade waste collection times at the Church could be monitored as it appeared that services were random.  Cllr Keeble however thought that the collection had only been missed once due to access problems but this hadn’t happened since.  This would be monitored.
0148
The Clerk read out, on behalf of Cllr Lockhart, an email he had supplied.  He had been liaising with Trevor Stubbington, Traffic Management Officer at Essex Police, regarding the speeding problem along Wyatts Green Road. Trevor Stubbington had agreed to undertake a traffic speeding survey in the area using machinery which monitors and records the various speeds in that particular area in both directions for as long as it is installed.  This could then be useful for the PC in support of any proposals it would wish to raise to the Local Highways panel.  This will be followed up by Cllr Lockhart when he returns from his holiday.
END:
There being no further business, the Meeting was closed by the Chairman at 9.40 pm
Signed (Chairman):___________________________________   Date: __________________________ 
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