MEETING OF THE BLACKMORE, HOOK END

& WYATTS GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Thursday, 15th September 2011 in the Committee Room of Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.  Commenced at 7.30pm.  

Members present: Cllr Keeble (acting Chairman in Cllr Henwood’s absence), Cllr Bennett, Cllr Sue Wheeler, Cllr Steve Wheeler, Cllr Watley, Cllr Thomas, Cllr Town, Cllr Frost and Cllr Dean.  Also Mrs R Nelson (Treasurer) 
Apologies for absence were received from: 
Cllr Henwood, Cllr Spiers; Cllr Brown, County Cllr Ann Naylor.
Also present: Terry Smith, Herald Magazine.  Mr Neil Mc Carthy for co-option onto the Parish Council.

AMENDMENTS

The minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 21st July 2011 were signed by Cllr Henwood as a correct record with the following amendment:  item 1613) para.4 – The Parish Clerk will be attending the meeting on 23rd August 2011 with Cllr Bennett, and not Madeline Henwood as previously stated. 
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Cllr Frost declared an interest in item 1683) AOB as she lives nearby – Red Rose Lane development proposals provided by Developers and information circulated to all Cllrs prior to the meeting for feedback.
OPEN FORUM

Nil.
CO-OPTION

The Council was in the position to co-opt Mr Neil McCarthy.  The Council welcomed Mr McCarthy on board and he was asked to sign the acceptance of office register.  Cllr McCarthy was also selected to join the Recreation Committee which he accepted.  
CORRESPONDENCE

1646
The Clerk had received details from a supplier of ‘wet pour’ safety surfacing should we consider replacing our safety matting and bark currently used in our play areas.  This will be held on file.

1647
The Clerk had received an email from Cllr Naylor for information purposes regarding the planned Essex series of events entitled ‘Sparks will fly’ to celebrate the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games.  This will be held from March – July 2012.  Details on file.
1648
The Clerk had received an email from Cllr Naylor for information purposes regarding the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee beacons which are to be lit throughout the Country on 4 June 2012.  Details on file for response nearer the time.

1649
The Clerk advised she had received the application form for the Essex County Council winter salt bag scheme for 2011.  The Clerk will confirm the Parish Council’s participation.  The bag, when delivery is to be effected, is to be to the right of the bus garage building at Blackmore Village Hall. 

1650
The Clerk read out the letter from Brentwood Borough Council (BBC) advising of Brian Kean’s, Head of Governance, retirement at the end of August.  Steve Boyle will be taking on his duties.   

1651
 The Clerk asked the Council if it wished to renew membership to the CPRE at a cost of £29.00. This was agreed d approved.  The Clerk will organise payment.  
1652
The Clerk had received a letter from BBC’s Elections office regarding the ‘Review of Polling District and Polling Places (Parliamentary Elections) Regulations 2006. The Clerk confirmed there was no change to the Parish.   
BOROUGH & COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORTS

1653
County Councillor’s report

Ni      

Borough Councillors’ reports

Cllr Keeble advised that the new cinema project at Brentwood was approved and going ahead.  He had no further updates as to the future of the Town Hall however.    

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE
1654
FINANCE
The following cheques were approved for payment and signed:


£
Addressee
Description

-


Essex Pension Fund

Sept pension contribution

-


S Barnes


Sept salary

-


HM Revenue & Customs
Sept Tax/NI contributions

  75.00


Petty cash

-


R Nelson


book keeping 

4062.00

1st Response


Repair works to B/More pavilion

1261.20

NJ Hollingsworth Turfcare
Inv.16 – playing field renovation

  406.25

K Stanbridge


inv.dated 12/9/11 – maintenance and 








grass cutting as listed on invoice

1221.19

M D Landscapes

inv.1608 – grass cutting

    31.73

K Stanbridge 


reimbursed for materials supplied

    10.80

J Oddy & Sons


inv.111239 – 2 bags post mix

  169.50

Heatherland Ltd

inv. 15671 – skip hire

  565.92

BBC



inv.2018641 – play inspections

    87.00

Digital Image production
inv.643.Blackmore signs at W/Hobbs

  374.79

Mr T Smith


Herald £325 plus £49.79 expenses

    17.62

Old Forge Garden Machinery
good supplied

  190.00 

C Gigg



Hang door on net store room – RK

    29.00

CPRE



Annual membership

    51.95
MBNA
reimbursement (for RK’s credit card) 




for 2 x corner flags and posts


Receipts:
· HMC VAT refund £1662.97 for period April to June 2011

· Cheque from village hall - £1600.00 for MUGA service charge – 6 months up to 30 June 2011.  
Payments:

Nothing to report
1655 
FINANCIAL POWERS

Mrs Nelson presented the August figures in addition to the minutes of the Policy and Resources meeting on 18th August 2011, as forwarded prior to the meeting.  She mentioned that August had been a relatively quiet month. However, the figures for maintenance was higher than usual which is largely because of an amount of ‘catch up’ work previously overlooked and should start to even out nearer the Autumn period.  Mrs Nelson also reported that it may be that the recreation budget is increased and perhaps services such as grass cutting be shown separately.  She will look at this.


Cllr Bennett went on to discuss the recent meeting he attended with the Parish Clerk at the Town Hall on 23rd August to discuss the new Grant Funding system.  He queried BBC’s understanding and description in their letter of ‘double taxation’ and would ask the Clerk to do another letter in due course.  BBC require the Parish Council’s 2012/13 budget by October 2011 and Cllr Bennett would be working on this with both the Parish Clerk and Mrs Nelson to supply. 

1656
COMMUNITY POLICE MEETING

Nothing new to report.
1657
COMMUNITY BUS



The Parish Clerk advised that the bus was due it’s annual service and asked if Cllr Watley, the nominated driver, could advise her when he is free to accompany her to the Ford Garage in Romford to carry this out.  Cllr Watley would revert with dates of his availability.


The Parish Clerk reported the recent problem of mis-use of the bus and some hirers not cleaning the bus after two incidents of vomit being found by following users hiring the bus.  She suggested the implementation of a ‘damages deposit’ being paid in advance of each hiring which could be refunded in full, assuming no damage or bad reports from subsequent hirers.  

The Council discussed this in greater detail and it was proposed by Cllr Keeble, seconded by Cllr Watley and unanimously agreed that the Clerk would request a damages deposit as above of £50 for each hiring effective from 1st September 2011.  The Clerk would implement this and monitor the situation.

Cllr Frost also proposed an advert be placed in the Herald magazine highlighting this problem and the Clerk would organise with Terry Smith prior to the next deadline at the end of October.  


The Council would also like to see a copy of the bus insurance details, hiring form and inspection certificates and Cllr Wheeler agreed to seek independent insurance advice regarding the terms of hire.

1658
BLACKMORE CENTRE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE


Cllr Keeble reported that the Friday club is now going ahead on a weekly basis instead of bi-weekly and the 11-13 age group is operating bi-weekly.  Uptake is very good.  There is also a Youth Worker attending on a weekly basis to work with the 13-16 year olds.  Also, Guides, Brownies and Rainbows is full to capacity.  All going well.
1659
BLACKMORE SPORTS ARENA – (formerly MUGA)

Cllr Keeple reported that all is going well and it is busy with regular bookings.  
1660
MOBILE LIBRARY

Nothing new to report, all going OK.
1661
BRENTWOOD BOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL ASSOCIATION


Nothing to report at present. 
1662
 ROADWAY RENTS (2011)

All paid and up to date.
BLACKMORE MILLENNIUM PARK

1663
 PROGRESS REPORT


Cllr Keeble reported the fireworks fund raising quiz night  on Friday 9th September was unusually very poorly attended and funds raised were at a low.  There were only 6 tables sold and therefore a profit was barely made.  He also advised that the Fireworks Committee meeting would shortly be arranged to plan and prepare the Fireworks Display on Saturday 5th November. 
PLANNING COMMITTEE


The Planning Committee had met at Anvil House, Blacksmiths Alley, Blackmore, on the following dates and the following plans discussed.  Copies of the minutes were distributed prior to the meeting and all are in accordance with the information supplied.

1664
 PLANS

21st July 2011 -  BRW/459/2011 – strong objection


26th August 2011 -  11/00698/FUL – No objections

                                               11/00684/FUL – To follow 5th Sept.

                                               11/00685/FUL – To follow 5th Sept.


2nd September 2011 – 11/00698 (From above) – No objections

                                                  11/00684 (From above) – No objections

                                                  11/00685 (From above) – No objections 

1665
OUTSTANDING ENFORCEMENT ISSUES

Bluebell Farm - Spriggs Lane, Blackmore (mobile home)  - The Clerk had chased Christopher Stathers, BBC planning department.  He advised in his letter dated 22nd August 2011 that this item had been chased internally and a new case reference number issued against this case file which had been temporarily lost at BBC.  The outstanding Enforcement Notice dated back to 19th August 2002 and required the removal of the mobile home and he could not at this present time trace any subsequent planning permission for the retention of the mobile home.  He would therefore be investigating this matter further and would update us as soon as possible, and after he had made a further visit to the property.  

Plot 3, Oak Tree farm, Chelmsford Road, Blackmore, CM4 0PZ – The Clerk read out the update email from Christopher Stathers, BBC planning department dated 6th September 2011 advising the latest update.  The site was subject to an application for Judicial Review taken by the occupiers of the land against the Secretary of State including the Planning Inspectorate.  The Judicial Review hearing over the handling of the appeal took place in the High Court the week previous and this was won by the Secretary of State and the Judicial Review application was turned down.  The result means that the occupiers now have 21 days from 14th July 2011 in which to appeal that decision to the Court of Appeal.  If the decision is appealed then once again the matter will be held in abeyance to await the Court of Appeal hearing.  If however there is no appeal after 21 days the Ministry will, as understood by BBC, start the process of issuing the appeal decision.  This will need to be signed off by a Minister.  The latest information held is that a decision was hopeful for the end of September 2011.  This was being monitored by BBC and further updates would be supplied in due course.       

Land adjacent to Oak Fold, Hook End Rd, Hook End  - No update

Kiln Farm, Mountnessing Rd, Blackmore – No update

Action required: Nil
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

A Meeting of the Environment Committee had been held on Monday 11th July 2011 at Crosshouse, Blackmore.   The items below were in accordance with the minutes with the following updates.
1666
Drain Clearance and Road Sweeping 

Mill Lane drains blocked in heavy rain conditions - monitor.
1667
Village speed 
The Clerk reported that she had written to BBC as requested and they had inspected all four VAS signs and reported that all appeared to be in good working order apart from the sign in Hook End Road which they would get the necessary timing adjustments made to. 
1668
Allotments
Cllr Watley to give a report as soon as he can.  The Clerk advised she had been contacted by a resident who had read about the rabbit problem in the Herald magazine and offered his services free of charge to help eliminate this problem.  The Council agreed to contact him nearer to that point in time and thanked him for his kind offer.
1669
Ponds & posts by pond

In accordance with September committee meeting minutes 
1670
Road signs 

Monitoring.  
1671
Blacksmith’s Alley 

Work completed – item can now be deleted from agenda
1672
Gunnells Corner – pavement (wheelchair access)

 
The Parish Clerk had chased for date of commencement of work.  She had received an email in response from ECC dated 1st August 2011.  ECC advised that unfortunately there are no further plans to widen the footway at Gunnells Corner due to funding.  They said they would instead, arrange for the vegetation to be cut back as far as possible by the Rangers which would give more width to the existing footway at present.  The Rangers would also address the road sign on the island which had been hit by a car and was bent.  The Parish Council expressed their disappointment and exasperation at this recent turnaround.   This had been previously agreed during a site meeting with an ECC Highways Official and the Parish Clerk and was due to commence around May/June 2011 to stop this area being dangerous for wheelchair users.   
1673
Planters

In accordance with September committee meeting minutes.
1674
Duck sign – Completed – can now be deleted from agenda
1675
Seat on the main Village Green – Has been broken;  Maintenance man repairing

AOB

In accordance with September meeting minutes.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  Monday 10th October 2011 – 7.30pm – Crosse House, Blackmore

enw2oHenwood
HERALD MAGAZINE

1676
NEXT EDITION

Terry Smith reported all was going well.  The next deadline is the last Friday in October, the 28th, for the December magazine edition.  
RECREATION COMMITTEE
1677
A Meeting of the Recreation Committee had been held on 6th September 2011.  All was in accordance with the committee meeting minutes distributed prior to the Parish Council meeting.

Ted Marriage Recreation Field

a)  Play area – still some attention required under the swings
b)  Play bark under swings – Committee decided no bark to be used – monitor

c)  Play area fence and slide – Still requires attention – the 14th fence panel in particular

d)  Tress at boundary (Miss Wiggins garden) – Clerk is under the impression the resident has completed this work herself overhanging her boundary – requires inspection at tree line along boundary

Mill Lane Play area

a)  Moles – being monitored 

b)  Swing seat / holes – Monitor


c)  Outside fence – Repair work in hand


d)  Slide – Kevin to replace with new boards under slide


e)  Urgent – new item – A.9.11 – The first swing requires urgent attention – the top bolt is half 
hanging out of the top of the frame, holding the chain to the frame.  Plus side entrance is totally 
overgrown and needs the weeds cutting back – in hand with maintenance man.


Walter Hobbs Recreation Field

a)  Football pitches P.L.T./Goal mouths – In hand with RK

b)  Notice boards – Completed – can be deleted

c)  Weed growth – In hand with RK


d)  Wood chip – Clerk is in receipt of a supplier’s details who can supply a wet fill rubber solution instead of bark which is held on file for the future.  This is in both areas of the hexagonal swings and the aerial runway. The problem with the wood chip in the swing area is that it is too deep and will continue to be a problem.


e)  Goal posts – Maintenance man is painting them and straightening them in situ


f)  Dog bin – completed – can be deleted

g)  Hexagonal swings – In addition to above notes, there are some wooden boards around the area which need replacing.  Kevin to complete urgently.


h)  Aerial runway – As above notes – this is being monitored at present    


Other Business – 

1)  In accordance with the committee meeting minutes – in hand.


Date of Next Meeting: Tuesday 11th October 2011 – 7.00pm – Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.

CLERK’S REPORT

1678      Hedge Trimmer – The Clerk had had a request from the Maintenance man advising that a 
                                                                                     
Parish hedge trimmer would be most beneficial as three were a lot of items on the agenda                                                                                                                                                                               requiring this type of equipment.  It was approved that the Clerk would order the hedge trimmer and the budget approved was in the region of £383 plus VAT.  This would then belong to the Parish Council.

1679     Access to the sit-on lawn mower – The maintenance man had requested the Clerk organise 

access to the Parish Council’s sit-on lawn mower so he could cut such larger areas as Service Lane, Blackmore.  Cllr Keeble would speak to the resident who currently provided free storage so this could be accessed by him.

1680
 COMMITTEE MEETINGS


Planning
10.10.11    
8.15 pm
Anvil House, Blacksmiths Alley, Blackmore

Recreation
11.10.11
7.00 pm
Tipps Cross R Hall


Environment
10.10.11
7.30 pm
Crosse house


Parish Council 
20.10.11
7.30 pm
Blackmore V Hall


OTHER ITEMS

1681   
Maintenance equipment – The Clerk and the new maintenance contractor had met with 
Ray 
Potter to discuss the outstanding materials and equipment still to be returned to the Parish 
Council.  Mr Potter returned the damaged strimmer which has a hole in the petrol tank and is 
currently unusable.  There is the question of some outstanding materials such as timber and 
wood preservatives which Mr Potter said he would look into.  The maintenance man reported 
that he has bought several pieces of equipment as in his opinion, there was not enough 
equipment to go around the people doing the current list of jobs.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS – (for discussion only)

1682
The Clerk had handed out prior to the meeting, information supplied by a developer in relation to Red Rose Lane and housing development proposals.  This was briefly looked at and discussed and it was felt that a subsequent meeting would need to be held in the event of such plans being submitted or progressed.  Cllr Frost declared an interest as she lived near to the site in question and this would be taken into account for any future meetings. 
1683
Cllr Frost advised that the hedge infront of the Harrington’s house still encroaches the footpath and requires further trimming.  Could the Clerk contact them.
1684
Cllr Dean reported that he had been approached by a Parishioner who felt a bus stop in Beehive Chase, Mill Lane would be beneficial.  However, until such time there was a greater need for this, this could not go ahead.
1685
Mrs Nelson asked if the maintenance man could inspect the wire meshing at the dipping platform as a hole had appeared.
1686
Cllr Frost reported that the the hedge at the Jericho place alleyway at the bottom of Woollard Way requires some attention as well as the alleyway between Nine Ashes Road and Jericho place and the alleyway linking Fingrith Hall Road and Orchard Piece.  Could the Clerk ask the Highway Rangers.
There being no further business, the Meeting closed at  10.00 p.m.
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