ORDINARY MEETING OF THE BLACKMORE, HOOK END

& WYATTS  GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Thursday, 19th September 2019 in the committee room of Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.  
Commenced at 7.30pm.    
Members present:  Cllr T Bennett (Chairman), Cllr Keeble (Vice Chairman), Cllr K Bennett, Cllr Watley, Cllr Cannon, Cllr Dean, Cllr Thomas, Cllr Watley, Cllr Lockhart and Cllr Lennon. Susan Clapham (Parish Clerk) and Mrs Nelson (RFO). Also in attendance: County Cllr Lesley Wagland and Cllr Brent Smith from Stondon Massey PC. 
1074
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Cllr McCarthy, Cllr Clarke, Mr Terry Smith and Peter Jakobsson, Borough Councillor.
1075
AMENDMENTS/APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The minutes were signed as a correct record by the Chairman.
1076
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Allotment Members – Cllrs Tom Bennett, Watley and Keeble expressed an interest where discussions relating to the Blackmore Allotments were concerned (ongoing).
1077    OPEN FORUM 
Mr Brent Smith, Stondon Massey Parish Council Chairman was present. He advised that he will endeavour to attend as many of our Parish Council meetings as possible. 
There were four members of the public present, including Mr Ratcliffe (Chairman) and Mr Holbrook (Secretary) of the BVHA (Blackmore Village Heritage Association). Mr Ratcliffe had recently met with the BBC (Brentwood Borough Council) to discuss the LDP and the imminent Public Consultation. Of the 800 responses to the Reg.19 Consultation, 500 of those were from Blackmore. Mr Ratcliffe advised he continues to lobby Cllr Chris Hossack (the new Leader of BBC) and the BVHA will be responding to the latest Consultation which will show the housing numbers have been decreased for the Blackmore proposals. 
Cllr Wagland advised that she has queried the lack of infrastructure proposals. She had a cabinet meeting today and will be looking at the Consultation responses in more detail. She is happy to receive our response and concerns and she will get this looked at by ECC. She suggested looking at the Inspector’s interim findings to the Epping Forest Council’s Consultation as three sites were removed at that interim stage. The findings might prove useful for the PC’s own response. She will email that to the Clerk for circulation. 

Mr Ratcliffe continued that Andersons are a reputable company who want to work with the PC to come up with a mutually acceptable scheme if it was granted. However, he stressed that the BVHA will continue to strongly oppose the LDP Blackmore proposals until the end. Cllr Bennett also stressed that the PC is just as committed and will continue to oppose the proposals and will continue to seek advice and guidance from Lawyers Holmes & Hills.

Mr Ratcliffe advised that the next BVHA meeting is scheduled for 17th October and all welcome. However, it was duly noted that this also clashes with the full PC monthly meeting so that would not be possible. The BVHA will also be holding a fund raising Race Night at the Village Hall on 5th October to raise funds towards their legal fees. 
1078
PROGRESS CHECK
To receive reports or updates on items or visits made since the previous ordinary Council meeting or Committee meetings.  Nil items.

CORRESPONDENCE

The Clerk reported on the following items:

1079
A request had been made to the PC by the Blackmore Music Festival Committee, for their 2020 festival, to use the Millennium Field as an enclosed area. An extension of the Club Licence would have to be applied for by them and it would be an all ticket event. They are looking to an audience of between 2,500 to 3,000 people attending. The PC raised concerns over the sheer volume of potential attendees as the area was felt to be too small to accommodate this many people. Also, adequate Security and Marshalling was questioned. It was agreed that Cllr Keeble will speak with the Music Festival Chairman to ascertain answers and further consideration would be given to this request at that time. Action: Cllr Keeble.
1080
BOROUGH & COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORTS


  Borough Cllr Roger Keeble reported on the following:
· A new CEO had been employed by BBC, Mr Jonathon Stephenson (from Suffolk). Cllr Keeble had met him at a recent BBC meeting. Paula Harvey is currently the interim Head of Legal as Daniel Toohey had recently left. 
· Blackmore Village Hall was broken into again last week. Fortunately, only £10 cash and 2 bottles of wine were taken.
· The tree work, as agreed, had been booked in with Town and Country Landscape Co. Ltd. 
· A company called “Optimum Tree Surgery” had been fly posting its business details and Cllr Keeble called him and has asked him to take them down.
· Some of the trees at the Pond had been coppiced by the resident. He had attended a recent meeting with Alan Marsh, BBC Tree Surgeon, who promoted the employ of ‘Tree Wardens’. These could be a group of Volunteers who inspect the parish trees to ensure they were safe and not in need of attention. The POS (Parks and Open Spaces) Committee currently do this and organise any work required.
· A company called “Access” is undertaking BBC’s grounds maintenance works and seem to be very good.

· A recent speed watch had been carried out at the Blackmore School area. It was very successful. Nine drivers were cautioned. Cllr Keeble advised that we need more Volunteers to come forward.
County Cllr Lesley Wagland reported on the following:
· She has been deputising for Cllr Kevin Bentley and apologised for missing several PC meetings due to this. 
· The pavement work at Blackmore Road from Meadow Rise had been done as part of her ‘Footpath Initiative’. So has the Meadow Rise re-surfacing  as part of her ‘Carriageway Initiative’. 
· Mobile libraries are being reassessed. If we have any problems or concerns can we let her know.
· Local Plans are being vetted for infrastructure.
· Devolution is being progressed but more Parish Councils were required to opt in.


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE
1081
FINANCE 

ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT – The Clerk presented the following payment schedules and cheques requiring three Member signatures:

£


Addressee



Description
104.40


Mark Harrod Ltd (R Keeble reimbursed)
- Order placed for goal accessories (Blackmore)

244.78


Digital Graphics Ltd


inv.3443 – 8 new recreation signs

   4.95


Kedel Ltd



postage for play equip samples – inv.PO18716

12810.90

Playquip Leisure Ltd


Balance. Inv.8644 – (temp. on hold)

882.96


BBC




bin emptying fees – inv.100313033

4000.00


Unity Trust PC A/c.20343161

online transfer payments

Direct bank transfer payments via Unity Trust:

S Clapham (wages) September. £-
Mrs R Nelson £-
HMR&C– £-
Essex Pension Fund - £-
MDL (grass cutting): £1268.04

Terry & Eileen Smith £536.70

Stone writers (USAAF Commemorative plaque): £345.80 DEPOSIT AMOUNT

Defib Store: Defibrillator parts (TX and B/M): £309.60

It was RESOLVED that:

(i) The statutory basis for this item be noted as the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2015;

(ii) The List of Payments is approved as presented in the schedule.

Receipts: Nil. 
1082   FINANCIAL REPORTS:  Financial Reports to 31st August 2019
In accordance with the reports distributed prior to the meeting which were approved and accepted, the following reports were given.  
· As circulated ahead of the PC meeting, the Policy and Finances Committee meeting minutes were approved and accepted with no amendments.
· Cllr Bennett noticed that the Herald Magazine adverts seemed to be slowing up in terms of payments being received in. Mrs Nelson and the Clerk advised that payments would all even up by the year end. It was noted that some payers were a little late in remitting payment and Mrs Smith was often forced to chase them.  There were no reported problems so far. This would be discussed with Mr and Mrs Smith at a later date.
It was RESOLVED that:

(i) the statutory basis for this item be noted as the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2015; and,

The Financial Report be noted with no other action necessary.

1083
FINANCIAL POWERS:

Mrs Nelson reported that the External Audit had been carried out and all was OK with no queries or further actions. Mrs Nelson will pay their invoice online. Thanks were expressed by Cllr Bennett to Mrs Nelson and all those involved with the Internal and External Audits.
1084
MAGAZINE COMMITTEE

In Mr Smith’s absence, there was nothing to report.

PLANNING COMMITTEE

1085
 PLANS

The following planning meeting was held since the last ordinary council meeting.  All in accordance with the planning reports made by the committee which were approved and accepted. 

Meeting date: 6th August 2019


Planning applications considered: 


19/01025/FUL – First floor addition to include velux to front, single storey rear extension to include rooflights and two storey side extension to incorporate garage- Objections made. The voluminous extensions are in effect a conversion of a modest bungalow into a substantial four bedroom house thereby contravening Policy H7 in the Brentwood Replacement Local Plan.

19/00916/FUL – 3 St Lawrence Gardens, Blackmore, CM4 0QZ – Single storey side extension – No objections offered but Committee was disappointed at the poor quality of the drawings. There was no ground floor plan and no application form submitted.

19/01013/FUL – Red Rose Farm, Red Rose Lane, Blackmore, CM4 0SA – Demolition of existing buildings and erection of 12 dwellings (to include 4 affordable dwellings), associated infrastructure including landscaping, utilities and drainage infrastructure – The application was fully discussed at the meeting with members of the public present and the developers who gave a presentation. In isolation, the development was impressive, having many merits which were that it was a high quality design, well laid out and landscaped and with a proportion of affordable homes. It would be a visual improvement of the existing untidy collection of buildings and would not harm or be detrimental to the openness of the Green Belt. However, despite it being a brownfield site, it was decided to register an objection based purely on the basis of the cumulative effect that these properties will have together with the proposed 70 dwellings on the R25 and R26 LDP sites off Redrose Lane by way of additional pressures on the parish infrastructure and Blackmore in particular.

Meeting date: 27th August 2019


Planning applications considered: 

19/01058/FUL – Walnut Tree House, Blackmore Road, Blackmore, CM4 0QX – Although this application will be subject to the professional views of the Conservation Officer (due to the neighbouring property being listed), no objections were offered. The proposed front extension is a visual improvement to the existing roof line and in keeping with the host property. After a careful measured survey it was established that the proposed roof slope on the west elevation did not invade a 45 degree projected line from the neighbouring lounge window sill. (Appendix 5 in the Brentwood Replacement Local Plan). It was therefore felt that there would be no loss of light to the neighbour’s window as a result of this ancillary hipped roof projection. It complies with CP1 (i), (ii) & (iii) and s.127 in the NPPF (2018).

19/01119/FUL -  Cherith, Chelmsford Road, Blackmore, CM4 0SD – No objection offered. There would be no harm to the openness of the Green Belt or detriment to the existing street scene. It fully complies with CP1 (i), (ii) and (iii) and satisfies the criteria in GB1 & GB2.

19/01064/FUL – Portway, Wyatts Green Road, Wyatts Green. CM15 0PJ – No objection to the rear ground floor extension on its own, but the first floor extension and loft conversion are out scale and incongruous on a modest semi. The overbearing bulk would be visually detrimental to both neighbours and the rear dormer contravenes policy H17 in the Brentwood Replacement Local Plan.


Meeting date: 17th September 2019

19/01148/FUL – 68 Nursery Road, Hook End, CM15 0HE – Objections made. It does not comply with CP1 (ii) in that it would have an unacceptable detrimental impact on the general amenities of nearby occupiers. The design and bulk of the extension would create visual harm and overshadowing to neighbouring properties.

19/01187/FUL – Brentham, Wyatts Green Lane, Wyatts Green, CM15 0PY – No objections to the application.


19/01244/FUL – Elmbank, Blackmore Road, Blackmore, CM4 0JT – No objections offered.

 Cllr Lockhart read out his report summarising the planning reports above, as circulated prior to the meeting, which were accepted and approved. In addition, he reported the following:
“At the first meeting, the developers for the Red Rose Farm application (19/01013/FUL) attended and gave their 2nd presentation to about 25 residents present.  The proposal received favourable comments from the committee but we decided to object to it even though it is a Brownfield site and will probably be approved by BBC anyway. For the benefit of the resident’s present, Cllr. Lockhart read the committee’s report which was sent to BBC.

Regarding the application at Hawthorns in Nine Ashes Road (19/01025/FUL) which we objected to, this resulted in copious emails between Cllr. Keeble, Cllr. Lockhart, BBC officers and Members. It seems that the planning policy of H7 has now been revoked thus opening the floodgates for bungalows around the Parish to be converted into 2 storey houses, or demolished altogether and replaced with 4 or 5 bed houses.

At our meeting on 27th August we discussed the front extension to Walnut Tree House, Blackmore Road (19/01058/FUL). Mr Holbrook spoke in favour of his application and Mrs Godbee, the neighbour spoke as an objector.  Although we offered no objection it has been recommended for refusal based on the advice of the Conservation Officer. The applicant has asked for it be referred to BBC Planning & Licensing Committee and the appropriate form has been submitted. If it is agreed to be heard, Cllr. Lockhart will attend and speak on behalf of the applicant.

The extension at 68 Nursery Road, Hook End (19/01148/FUL) was deferred until our meeting on 17th September which gave us time to visit the site and ascertain the impact the rear 1st floor extension might have on the neighbouring properties. We objected to the application (on 17th) and so did both neighbours either side. The appeal has been dismissed for a new 3 bedroom bungalow on land adjacent to The Elms in Chelmsford Road, Blackmore (18/01754/FUL).”
Cllr Tom Bennett reminded all Committee members to tender their apologies in advance if they were unable to attend any meetings. It is important that Committees remain quorate.

Cllr Lockhart had reported to Cllr Lesley Wagland the dangerous positioning of a mirror which the nearby resident has erected on the Swallows Cross junction island. Not only is it a serious traffic hazard, it is also a breach of s.79 of the Highways Act 1980. 

The next planning meeting is on Tuesday 9th October at 5.00pm at Blackmore Village Hall.
1086
OUTSTANDING ENFORCEMENT ISSUES  - As noted on the planning reports submitted to BBC. 
1087
BBC’s Local Development Plan (LDP) 
· Protected Lanes Status Applications for Red Rose Lane and Spriggs Lane - The Clerk had reported that Place Services, ECC had submitted their response to the PC’s application. They advised that Spriggs Lane did meet the necessary criteria but unfortunately Red Rose Lane did not.
· Cllr Tom Bennett reported that Bill Ratcliffe had queried why support was not given by the PC/Planning Committee in favour of the development of 12 houses at Red Rose Farm. Cllr Tom Bennett advised that whilst it was a sound scheme, he felt that support could not be given to it as it would also impact on the village’s infrastructure and amenities in a similar way to sites R25 and R26 in the LDP which the PC is strongly opposing.

POS - (PARKS & OPEN SPACES) COMMITTEE

There was a meeting of the Committee on 3rd September and copies of the minutes were distributed by the Clerk prior to the meeting.  

· The Council received and accepted the Committee meeting minutes and discussions took place relating to the following items:
1088
Play area projects – Kick Wall and zip wire (Ted Marriage and Walter Hobbs)


Playquip Leisure have installed the new play equipment at Walter Hobbs. There was discussion about the old bark pits which needed filling and re-seeding. A quote had been received from MDL of between £132-£160 depending on the amount of top soil required. Approval was recommended by Cllr Watley of the POS Committee and it was unanimously approved. Action: Clerk to action with MDL.

The Clerk reported that Playquip had still not responded regarding a resolution for the incorrect panels on the Red Ant Play equipment. Action: It was proposed and unanimously agreed that the Clerk is to withhold the cheque for the balance to Playquip until such time that they offer a resolution.
1089
The trees on the Green, Blackmore

Quotes had been received from Town & Country Landscape (John Sharpe) for the necessary tree work. As recommended by the POS Committee, it was proposed by Cllr Cannon and unanimously agreed that the following expenditure be approved: Trees on the pond side: £1140. The main Green: £3450 (both subject to VAT). 

If combined with the Village Hall tree work of £1650 (plus VAT), a further reduction of 2.5% was offered. Action: Clerk to instruct John Sharpe to proceed with the above works. It was noted that work to be completed after the leaf fall in November.
1090
Hedge work required at the Millennium Park & Walter Hobbs
Quotes had been received from MDL as follows: Millennium Park hedging £100 for the PC side and £150 Village Hall side. Walter Hobbs hedging: £350. As proposed by Cllr Thomas and unanimously approved, the Clerk is to instruct MDL to undertake the above works.
1091
Installation of new play area signs
Tom of Total Landscapes had quoted £8 to install each sign which was unanimously approved. Action: Clerk to instruct Total Landscapes.
1092
PC website migration 

In Cllr McCarthy’s absence, this item was deferred to the next full meeting.

CLERK’S REPORT 
1093
The Clerk will be on annual leave from Tuesday 8th October, returning on Wednesday 16th October.
1094
 COMMITTEE MEETING

Parks & Open Spaces 
  8.10.19
5.00pm
  Tipps X Remembrance Hall

Planning
  9.10.19
5.00pm
  Blackmore Village Hall

Parish Council:
17.10.19
7.30pm
   Tipps X Remembrance Hall

INFORMATION EXCHANGE / NEXT AGENDA ITEMS – (for discussion only)   

1095
Cllr Lesley Wagland advised that Ingatestone would no longer be holding its Village evening due to road closures being too expensive. The Rotary Club will be doing the Xmas Market in the Community Centre this year and the Clerk agreed to display their posters on the Parish notice boards once supplied.
1096
 ECC will not be putting in any new lightbulbs in street lights as these are no longer stocked. Instead, an LED rollout is planned for the future.
1097
Cllr Keeble reported that the Shaftesbury Cycle Club had recently parked very inconsiderately on the verges and the Green, Blackmore and it was felt that this was becoming a habit as they met every Wednesday to carry out their time trial in the Blackmore area. Cllr Keeble will speak to the Club and ask them to be mindful in the future and not park so inconsiderately.
1098
Cllr Keeble advised that he had recently had a discussion with the Leather Bottle and the group wishing to hold an Xmas Market on Horsefayre Green on the day of the Parish Christmas lights turning on ceremony. They were under the impression they would be turning on the lights when this isn’t the case. It is a Parish Council event and the PC will switch on the lights and would hold the normal carol service with the Vicar of St Laurence Church at both Horsefayre Green and Kiln Field. Cllr Keeble will relay this to the organisers.
1099
Cllr Tom Bennett reported that he had attended a meeting with Cllr Chris Hossack, BBC and had been discussing the issue of ‘Double Taxation’. He had written to Cllr Hossack on 23rd August outlining the agreement made between the two parties (BBC and PC), as supported by the ‘Partnership Agreement’ drawn up on 1st April 2012 which had been duly signed by the then Mayor of BBC and the Chairman of the Parish Council (Madeline Henwood). Cllr Hossack had not seen this document before and was not aware of its contents so Cllr Tom Bennett furnished him with a copy. Cllr Hossack advised he would look into this further with BBC’s Finance Officers and revert back ASAP, with the view to meet at the end of the month. Action:  Being monitored and will be followed up by Cllr Tom Bennett and the Clerk.
END:
There being no further business, the Meeting was closed by the Chairman at 8.45 pm
(Chairman):___________________________________   Date: __________________________ 
5

