MEETING OF THE BLACKMORE, HOOK END

& WYATTS GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Thursday, 20th October 2011 in the Committee Room of Blackmore Village Hall.  Commenced at 7.30pm.  

Members present: Cllr Henwood (Chairman), Cllr Keeble, Cllr Bennett, Cllr Sue Wheeler, Cllr Steve Wheeler, Cllr Dean.  Also Mrs R Nelson (Treasurer) and Susan Barnes (Parish Clerk).

Apologies for absence were received from: 

Cllr Spiers, Cllr McCarthy, Cllr Thomas, Cllr Brown, Cllr Town, Cllr Watley, Cllr Frost and County Cllr Ann Naylor. 

Also present: Terry Smith, Herald Magazine.     

AMENDMENTS

The minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 21st July 2011 were signed by Cllr Henwood as a correct record with the following amendment:  item 1678) should read ‘…..as there were a lot of items…..’ and not ‘three’ as mis-typed. 

DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Nil.

OPEN FORUM

Three residents wished to seek an update relating to the gypsy/traveller site on plot 3, Chelmsford Road and the outcome of the judicial review.  Cllr Keeble advised that an injunction had been served on plot 3 as well as plots 1 and 2 on 17th October 2011 by Brentwood Borough Council (BBC).  This means that no further work, alterations or additions to numbers can be made and aerial photo’s have been taken to support this.  An appeal could be made at the eleventh hour by the gypsies/travellers in regards to the outcome of the judicial review which was rejected by the Secretary of States office and Cllr Keeble would inform the Council as soon as he receives any further updates.  

CORRESPONDENCE

1687
The Clerk had received details regarding the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee celebrations on 4th June 2012 and information regarding the lighting of beacons across the country.  The Clerk will raise this again at the November PC meeting when more Cllrs are present to discuss this. 

1688
The Clerk had received information regarding the works to the Millennium car park which was  undertaken during the first two weeks of October and the car park was able to remain open during that time.    The repair and preparatory work to the Village Hall car park will be carried out during the next few weeks.  The Village Hall car park will be re-surfaced and lined out during the period Monday 24th October to Friday 28th October during the school half term holiday period.  The car park will be able to be open both weekends either side of this fie day closure and all complex facilities will remain open for business as usual.

1689
The Clerk had received bus passenger news updates.

1690
The Clerk advised she had received details from Natwest relating to their ‘Community Force’ project.  This awards three community projects each £6,000 and it is the local residents and people who will decide the winner and who will benefit.

1691
The Clerk had received information on production of Parish Magazines should Terry Smith ever need this.  It was agreed at present that things should stay as they are and Terry as Eileen Smith do an excellent job working with their current printers.     

BOROUGH & COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORTS

1692
County Councillor’s report


Nil      


Borough Councillors’ reports


Cllr Henwood reported that Brentwood Community Transport was selling one of it’s 9 seater buses at a very reasonable rate, in the region of £1,000 for a bus that is around 10-11 years old should this be worth considering or a community group be interested. 


Cllr Henwood also reported that the Brentwood Community Transport’s new ‘Queens shopper’ bus had done exceedingly well. It had been funded for the past 6 month’s and it had doubled it’s passengers in that time and it is hoped it will be self-financing by February 2012.  It is being discussed that the new route will also incorporate Stondon Massey and Brentwood Community Hospital.


Cllr Henwood reported that Flagship Housing could not get funding this time round for Rural Housing so it is temporarily put on hold for now.


Cllr Keeble reported that the new structure for the Parish Grant system had been approved at the BBC council meeting on 19th October 2011.  Cllr Henwood believes we may get the same grant as last year but we should hear by February 2012 of the outcome.  

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE

1693
FINANCE

The following cheques were approved for payment and signed:


£
Addressee
Description

-


S Barnes


Oct salary

-


HM Revenue & Customs
July Tax/NI contributions  

-


Essex Pension Fund

July pension contribution

-


R Nelson


book keeping 

   75.00


Petty cash

 500.00


cash float


For Bonfire Night display

 355.20


S Barnes


Reimbursement for payment on credit 








card for firework crowd safety barriers


 159.00


Event Sound and Light

PA/sound system – bonfire night

 106.99


RAC



parts cost – new battery

  92.09


Alans DIY


Goods supplied

  29.70


Mr K Bennett


P.C. expenses May 2010 – Aug 2011 

  42.10


Mrs H Town


replacement cheque for lost one

  10.00


Essex Playing Fields ASSOC
Best kept playing field competition fee

 350.76


J Oddy & Sons


invoices 111974, 111757 – goods 

 460.01


P Tuckwell Ltd


new hedge trimmer

 169.50


Heatherland Ltd

skip hire

  49.20


A to Z Supplies


goods (Tipps X to reimburse nett 








amount)

 645.39


MD Landscapes

Grass cutting – inv. 1651

  51.95


Forrester sports


supply of corner flags (football pitch)

 809.37


Mr K Stanbridge

maintenance – as invoice and schedule


 164.27


E-On



Elect. At B/More Millennium Park

  52.10


H J Looker


goods supplied to Kevin – maintenance

  10.44
                            J Oddy & Sons                            goods supplied – inv. 111991

2700.00                          Starburst Fireworks
Parish Fireworks 

Receipts:

· £300 donation from Blackmore Village Fayre committee towards the PA system for the Fireworks night – gratefully received. 

Payments:


Nothing to report

1694 
FINANCIAL POWERS


Mrs Nelson presented the August figures as distributed prior to the Council meeting.  Mrs Nelson reported that it had been a fairly expensive month largely due to the repair of the Blackmore pavilion and the playing field maintenance.  The precept was received at the end of September.  Mrs Nelson had been researching the best interest rates offered on bonds and Santander offered 2.75% for a 1 year fixed rate.  It was unanimously agreed that Mrs Nelson would set up the account to transfer monies into.  All other items were in accordance with the financial minutes. 

1695
COMMUNITY POLICE MEETING


Nothing new to report.

1696
COMMUNITY BUS



The Clerk reported that a cheque was required for the RAC call out.  It was found to have a flat battery which could no longer be charged and resulted in a new battery having to be purchased at a cost of £106.99.


Cllr Steve Wheeler reported that, as requested, he had looked into the insurance cover offered in accordance with the Parish Community Mini bus.  Under the Parish Council’s non-commercial bus insurance cover, no persons hiring the bus can do so on a hire or reward basis as this invalidates the terms of the insurance.  It was proposed by Cllr Henwood, seconded by Cllr Keeble and was agreed by all present that the Clerk would write to any users this relates to and would have to enforce this by not allowing the bus to be hired when it is known or believed to be for anything other than the recovery of the bus hire fees and fuel usage in line with the bus insurance terms and conditions.   


In relation to the future of the bus, the Parish Clerk was asked not to take on any new bookings for 2012 whilst this is being considered.

1697
BLACKMORE CENTRE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE


Cllr Keeble reported that all was going well and Cllr Henwood advised she had decided to step down as Chairman. 

1698
BLACKMORE SPORTS ARENA – (formerly MUGA)


Cllr Keeple reported that all is going well and it is busy with regular bookings.  

1699
MOBILE LIBRARY

Nothing new to report, all going OK.

1700
BRENTWOOD BOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL ASSOCIATION


Nothing to report at present. 

1701
 ROADWAY RENTS (2011)


All paid and up to date until April 2012.

BLACKMORE MILLENNIUM PARK

1702
 PROGRESS REPORT


Cllr Keeble asked the Clerk to contact Cllrs and the usual volunteers to ask if they were available to help on the gates on the night of the fireworks display.  The Clerk had ordered new glow sticks and safety barriers as requested and did not require to provide Chinese lanterns this year.

PLANNING COMMITTEE


The Planning Committee had met at Anvil House, Blacksmiths Alley, Blackmore, on the following dates and the following plans discussed.  Copies of the minutes were distributed prior to the meeting and all was in accordance with the information supplied.

1703
 PLANS


28th September 2011 -  11/00777/NON – No objections

 
                                      11/00824/FUL – No objections

                                                     11/00846/FUL – Refusal on the grounds of over development and                                                                                                          increased vehicular movement close to a busy junction.  


1704
OUTSTANDING ENFORCEMENT ISSUES


Cllr Bennett gave the Clerk a copy of a letter to pass onto Cllr Watley in relation to Land adjacent to Oak Fold, Hook End Road.


Bluebell Farm - Spriggs Lane, Blackmore (mobile home)  - The Clerk had chased Christopher Stathers, BBC planning department.  He advised in his letter dated 22nd August 2011 that this item had been chased internally and a new case reference number issued against this case file which had been temporarily lost at BBC.  The outstanding Enforcement Notice dated back to 19th August 2002 and required the removal of the mobile home and he could not at this present time trace any subsequent planning permission for the retention of the mobile home.  He would therefore be investigating this matter further and would update us as soon as possible, and after he had made a further visit to the property.  


Plot 3, Oak Tree farm, Chelmsford Road, Blackmore, CM4 0PZ – The Clerk read out the update email from Christopher Stathers, BBC planning department dated 6th September 2011 advising the latest update.  The site was subject to an application for Judicial Review taken by the occupiers of the land against the Secretary of State including the Planning Inspectorate.  The Judicial Review hearing over the handling of the appeal took place in the High Court the week previous and this was won by the Secretary of State and the Judicial Review application was turned down.  The result means that the occupiers now have 21 days from 14th July 2011 in which to appeal that decision to the Court of Appeal.  If the decision is appealed then once again the matter will be held in abeyance to await the Court of Appeal hearing.  If however there is no appeal after 21 days the Ministry will, as understood by BBC, start the process of issuing the appeal decision.  This will need to be signed off by a Minister.  The latest information held is that a decision was hopeful for the end of September 2011.  This was being monitored by BBC and further updates would be supplied in due course.       


Land adjacent to Oak Fold, Hook End Rd, Hook End  - No update


Kiln Farm, Mountnessing Rd, Blackmore – No update


Action required: Committee to monitor Oak Fold and further updates from BBC

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

A Meeting of the Environment Committee had been held on Monday 10th October 2011 at Crosshouse, Blackmore.   The items below were in accordance with the minutes with the following updates.

1705
Drain Clearance and Road Sweeping 


Being monitored

1706
Village speed 

Cars and motorbikes still speeding. Concern that VAS signs not coming on until speeds in excess of 37MPH being reached although ECC reported back that all signs inspected and OK apart from the timing of the VAS on Hook End Road which will be looked into further.   

1707
Allotments

In hand with Cllr ATLEY AND Cllr Keeble – no further updates at present

1708
Ponds & posts by pond


Damage reported to dipping platform in accordance with minutes.  Clerk will inform Kevin that urgent maintenance required.

1709
Road signs 


Monitoring.  

1710
Gunnells Corner – pavement (wheelchair access)

 
The Clerk had received notification from ECC that this work was not actually going to be undertaken for the foreseeable future due to budget constraints.  Cllr Dean advised he had received further calls from disabled/wheelchair users struggling to safely manoeuvre around this narrow and dangerous bend.    

1711
Planters


In accordance with committee meeting minutes.  Clerk to purchase 6 x £15 garden centre vouchers for the people who volunteer to water the planters throughout the year.

1712
Seat on the main Village Green – Delete item as it has been established there is no beinch on the green.


AOB


In accordance with Committee meeting minutes.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  Monday 7th November 2011 – 7.30pm – Crosse House, Blackmore


enw2oHenwood

HERALD MAGAZINE

1713
NEXT EDITION

Terry Smith reported all was going well.  The next deadline is the last Friday in October, the 28th, for the December magazine edition.  

RECREATION COMMITTEE

1714
A Meeting of the Recreation Committee had been held on 11th October 2011.  All was in accordance with the committee meeting minutes distributed prior to the Parish Council meeting.


Ted Marriage Recreation Field

a)  Play area – still some attention required under the swings

b)  Play bark under swings – Committee decided no bark to be used – monitor and discuss at next PC meeting

c)  Play area fence and slide – Still requires attention – the 14th fence panel in particular

d)  Tress at boundary (Miss Wiggins garden) – Committee inspected all trees along the boundary and found the work to be completed – delete

Other items – The second dog bin has not been emptied for the second month.  This was also reported by a resident to the Clerk and she has reported this problem to BBC.

Mill Lane Play area


a)  Moles – being monitored 


b)  Swing seat / holes – Monitor


c)  Outside fence – Repair work in hand


d)  Slide – work completed - delete


e)  Urgent – new item – A.9.11 – The first swing requires urgent attention – the top bolt is half 
hanging out of the top of the frame, holding the chain to the frame.  Plus side entrance is totally 
overgrown and needs the weeds cutting back – believed to be completed now.  Also can Kevin 
ask Vic to cut back weeds at side entrance


Walter Hobbs Recreation Field


a)  Football pitches P.L.T./Goal mouths – In hand with RK


b)  Weed growth – In hand with RK – no update


c)  Wood chip – Clerk is in receipt of a supplier’s details who can supply a wet fill rubber solution instead of bark which is held on file for the future.  This is in both areas of the hexagonal swings and the aerial runway. The problem with the wood chip in the swing area is that it is too deep and will continue to be a problem. - Monitor


d)  Goal posts – Maintenance man is painting them and straightening them in situ


e)  Hexagonal swings – In addition to above notes, there are some wooden boards around the area which need replacing.  Kevin to complete urgently.


f)  Aerial runway – As above notes – this is being monitored at present    



Other Business – 


1)  In accordance with the committee meeting minutes – in hand.



Date of Next Meeting: Tuesday 8th November 2011 – 7.00pm – Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.

CLERK’S REPORT

1715      Hedge Trimmer – Delivered. Given to Kevin.  Invoice in hand for payment.

1716     Dog bin emptying – The Clerk reported that bins on Ted Marriage and at Soaphouse Corner 

footpath had not been emptied.  She had reported this to BBC and will monitor the situation.


1717
 COMMITTEE MEETINGS


Planning
TBC    
8.15 pm
Anvil House, Blacksmiths Alley, Blackmore


Recreation
8.11.11
7.00 pm
Tipps Cross R Hall


Environment
7.11.11
7.30 pm
Crosse house


Parish Council 
17.11.11
7.30 pm
Tipps X R Hall

Tipps X Trustees
8.11.11
8.00pm
Tipps X R Hall


Tipps X Management 29.11.11
8.00pm
Tipps X R Hall



OTHER ITEMS

Nil


ANY OTHER BUSINESS – (for discussion only)

Nil

There being no further business, the Meeting closed at  10.00 p.m.



