MEETING OF THE BLACKMORE, HOOK END

& WYATTS  GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Thursday, 21st October 2010 in the Committee Room of Blackmore Village Hall.  Commenced at 7.30pm.  

Members present: Cllrs Madeline Henwood (Chairman), Ken Bennett, Vic Dean, Sue Wheeler, Stephen Wheeler, Andrew Watley, Ann Thomas and Susan Barnes (Parish Clerk) and Rosemarie Nelson (Treasurer).

Apologies for absence were received from: Cllrs Wally Brown, Mary Spiers, Hazel Town, Roger Keeble.

Also present: County Cllr Ann Naylor and Terry Smith (Herald Magazine) 

 AMENDMENTS

The minutes were signed by Cllr Henwood as a correct record with nil amendments:

DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Cllr Vic Dean declared an interest in the impending conversation regarding maintenance contracts.

OPEN FORUM

Attendees: 


Two parishioners (Mike and Tim) who had tendered for the Parish Council (PC) maintenance contracts attended the meeting to introduce themselves to the PC and answer any questions.  They then left the meeting so the PC could discuss this and their pricing in more detail and make a decision.  The Parish Clerk would let them know the outcome.

Alison Bacon of the CAB attended to promote and remind the Parish of the outreach services they offer to those who may need them, particularly the elderly, in order to keep the service operational.  They have received funding until March 2011 to run the surgeries. The CAB surgery dates will be advertised once the Clerk has received them from Alison.  

CORRESPONDENCE

The meeting went on to discuss the following items of correspondence received by the Clerk:-

1276
The Clerk had received a letter from Glen Dryhurst, Cllr for Ashingdon Parish.  He wanted to 
know if anyone on our Council, or other body, could supply information about the second world 
war USAAF air crash which occurred in our Parish on 24th September 1944.  The PC suggested 
the Clerk contact him with Andrew Smith’s details, the local historian who may have details on 
this.

1277
The Clerk read out a letter received from the Parishioner of Martinique, Hay Green Lane 
regarding an outstanding enforcement.  Because of the nature of the enforcement, the Clerk was 
requested she contact the Parishioner who wrote advising he should contact BBC as it is a matter 
for them. 

1278
The Clerk had received a call from CPA Horticulture asking if the PC needed any further 
supplies of wood chip or cockle shells.

1279
The Clerk had received a letter from ECC reminding us of the deadline for the CIF applications 
on the 29th October with the final decision being made in February 2011.  

1280
The Clerk had received the bus passenger news leaflet 

1281
The Clerk read out an invitation from RCCE for their ‘Essex Village Shops and Pubs day on 4th 
November at 10am.  This is a day designed for communities who want to protect their remaining 
services (shops and pubs) and facilitate any community wanting to develop their own community 
shop and pub.  Should anyone be interested this is free but names and numbers must be given in 
advance so should contact the Clerk to advise.

1282
The Clerk passed around information received from NALC relating to the ‘future of the 
standards framework for members of local authorities in England’.  This was passed to all Cllrs.

1283
The Clerk read out a letter from MD Landscapes advising of their additional services.  They had 
recently purchased a New Holland compact tractor with a hedge and verge cutting flail 
attachment.  It is fitted with oversized turf tyres so can access most land without damage.  

1284
The Clerk read out an email from Adrian Tidbury, BBC advising that ECC are intending to trial 
the use of 1 tonne salt bags as an alternative to the use of salt bins.  In this respect ECC have 
indicated that they will not be installing additional salt bins in the foreseeable future to allow the 
trial to be evaluated.

BOROUGH & COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORTS


County Cllr Ann Naylor had received some calls from Parishioners concerning the application 
made by Lunnons for greenwaste composting which is causing some concern.  This is currently 
being dealt with by BBC planning and Environment Departments.  She had also received calls 
from Parishioners regarding the much advertised music events being offered by the residents of 
Exchange House, Blackmore.  The Parish Council ahd monitored this and have reported it 
several times to BBC’s planning department who advise they are also monitoring this.  The 
next music event is scheduled for November and this will be monitored.  Cllr Ann Naylor also 
mentioned that she had been contacted after a child had been knocked down near Blackmore 
Primary school during school hours.  It was suggested that double yellow lines might help and 
Cllr Naylor had passed a copy of this letter to ECC to look at the possibility of traffic calming 
measures and further parking restrictions being implemented.  The Clerk would look into the 
arrangement given between the school and Blackmore Village Hall for parents to use the 
village hall car park for this reason as this does not seem to be happening.  A grant was given in 
order the path could be built between the two for this purpose and should be used more 
frequently than it currently is.


Borough Cllr Madeline Henwood mentioned the fact that no news had been received regarding 
the gypsy/traveller hearing which was due on 28/9/10 but she would update just as soon as she 
could.  Cllr Henwood also advised she will be attending the scheduled meeting with BBC on 
1/11/10 to discuss the budgets for the Borough and will update thereafter.    

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE

1285
FINANCE

The following cheques were approved for payment and signed:

£


Addressee


Description

-


S Barnes


Clerks Oct salary.

 246.84


S Barnes


Reimbursement : glow sticks 









and floating lanterns – Firework 








night display (as per paypal 









receipts).

 -


HM Revenue & Customs
Clerks contributions

-


Essex Pension fund

Clerks pension contributions

 -


R Nelson


Book keeping (Oct)

  75.00


petty cash


petty cash (Oct)

  19.95


H Town


reimbursement for flowers for 









horsefayre green planting – as 









per receipt 

1260.00

Kelhatch press


invoice 3187 – Magazine

 852.64


M D Landscapes Ltd

Inv 1286 – grass cutting

 154.00


Heatherland ltd


Parish skip hire

  19.80


A to Z Supplies


to be reimbursed by Tipps X R 









Hall – supply of sweeper heads

 157.20


B.B.C.



Invoice 1934938 – play 










inspections on 12/9 & 17/9/10.

   6.44


Essex Pension fund

Clerks pension contributions

 722.81


Glasdon Ltd


new bench for horsefayre green.

  85.00


B.B.C.



to be reimbursed by Blackmore 









pre school/village hall for 









planning application submitted 









on their behalf

 158.73


E-On Electricity

Electricity supply to 










Millennium Park

Receipts:  Nothing new to report 


Payments: Nil

1286 
FINANCIAL POWERS


All matters in accordance with the minutes distributed prior to the meeting.  Mrs Nelson reported that it had been a fairly quiet month and that all was in accordance with the figures and budget set out.  She advised that the VAT returns had been received and MUGA electricity useage had been reimbursed to the PC.   

Cllr Bennett passed to the Clerk the invoice to type for the MUGA loan repayment due 31st October 2010.  Could she also remind the Village Hall Committee of the £1600 MUGA repayment they owe for June 2010 as still not received. 

 

1287
COMMUNITY POLICE MEETING


No further updates.

1288 
COMMUNITY BUS



The Clerk had received the quotation for the bodywork repairs from W Hart Cars.  It was 
approve by all that they would do the work in line with the quotation received, (£1232.28 plus 
VAT).  Plus the signwriting required thereafter to read ‘Blackmore Community Bus’ on both 
side panels.  The Clerk would organise this.

1289
BLACKMORE CENTRE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE


Cllr Henwood said all was going well with nothing new to report  

1290
BLACKMORE SPORTS ARENA – (formerly MUGA)


Nothing new to report

1291
BLACKMORE WEBSITE


The Clerk had received an email from Dave Smith which she read out.  He said that he had been looking after the Parish web site for some ten years now, donating his time to developing the site and the historical side had grown in that time.  However, times have changed in the internet world and there are associated charges with hosting the website pages, ie: the calendar items which he decided not to take up.  Also due to other factors in his life the village website has had to take a definite back seat and is currently considering it’s future.  It has therefore been static for some time and may continue to do so.  If the Parish Council source another avenue for this he will happily assist in passing information over to them to help get it off the ground.      

1292
RURAL HOUSING


Cllr’s Sue Wheeler and Mary Spiers had been to visit Joe Latham to discuss this in further detail.  Mr Latham had received contact from Moira Groborz and the builders but had chosen not to deal with them.  This may not be a viable option and will have to consider withdrawing this as a recommended site.  He would prefer to deal with people he has some association with


1293
MOBILE LIBRARY

Nothing new to report.  All OK.

1294
BRENTWOOD BOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL ASSOCIATION


Nothing new to report at present

1295
 ROADWAY RENTS 


Invoices to be sent out in 2011 – Clerk will oversee 

1296
BLACKMORE MILLENNIUM PARK - PROGRESS REPORT


Also recycling (Bring site) at Village Hall - (amalgamated Feb ‘10)


Cllr Keeble to report once he has updates – nothing new to report

PLANNING COMMITTEE

Meetings of the Planning Committee had taken place on the following dates and the respective planning applications had been discussed as follows:    

1297
 PLANS

28/9/10 - Application(s) discussed:  BRW/574/2010 – No objections to proposed first floor extension

18/10/10 – Application(s) discussed: BRW/638/2010 – No objections to proposed part 2 storey and part                            
    1 storey first floor rear extension


    Application BRW/574/2010 – No objections to first floor rear extension

The above items were in accordance with the planning sub committee meeting minutes distributed by the Clerk prior to the meetings.

1298
OUTSTANDING ENFORCEMENT ISSUES –


Bluebell Farm - Spriggs Lane, Blackmore (mobile home)  


It was noted that enforcement issues remain outstanding.                    


Plot 3, Oak Tree farm, Chelmsford Road, Blackmore, CM4 0PZ – Still outstanding – Existing mobile home plus traveller’s encampment – The Clerk read out an email forwarded from Cllr Henwood advising that the appeal had been recovered from PINS (Planning Inspectorate) for determination by the Secretary of State (Eric Pickles) and the letter in question indicated that he will determine the appeal as quickly as he can whilst giving proper consideration to all issues and we are expecting a date by which he intends issuing the decision.



Land adjacent to Oak Fold, Hook End Rd, Hook End – This is subject to the Borough Solicitor being satisfied with evidence issues 


Kiln Farm, Mountnessing Rd, Blackmore – non-complying fence – outstanding 


Planning Committee would chase – updates required.


Lilliput, Chelmsford Rd, Blackmore – Hard standing on public Highway – updates required. 

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

A Meeting of the Environment Committee had not taken place in October and all items were in accordance with the previous committee meeting minutes distributed by the Parish Clerk.  

1299
Drain Clearance and Road Sweeping

All clear – monitoring

1300
Village speed


All clear – monitoring

1301
Allotments

Pending update from Cllr Keeble

1302
Ponds

The planting had been done except for the tree on order with Cllr Sue Wheeler to replace the tree hit and knocked down by the RTA.

1303    Road signs

All clear – monitoring

1304
Blacksmith’s Alley 


The Clerk had been in contact with Roger Hulse, BBC regarding the name plates to be ordered as required by the Parish Council.  However, Mr Hulse had advised that they had already ordered the name 2 plates in accordance with the information they hold on file which is to read ‘Blacksmiths Alley’ and not incorporating the wording ‘Blacksmiths Lane’ as suggested by the PC.  He said that he did not want to re-order new signs making these ones obsolete as would cost too much money.  The Parish Council asked the Clerk to request the price to do so in order it can consider the purchase of the new sign to incorporate this wording.  The Clerk will report back. 

 1305
Gunnells Corner – pavement (wheelchair access)

 Being monitored as BBC still declare no budget – The Clerk had previously asked Peter McKenzie to look into this at a meeting she had with him recently.   

1306
War Memorial


Pending amendments and work completion approved by the Parish Council.  To coincide with 
the remembrance service on 14th November 2010. 

1307
Planters

Cllr Town had purchased and installed the flowers at Horsefayre Green.  The Clerk would reimburse her for the cost of the plants. 

Cllr Spiers had obtained an estimate for the cost of the flowers for replanting the Parish planters from Matthews plants at around £15 each plus planting/labour costs which was a favourable price and accepted by the Parish Council.  The Clerk would deal with the nursery and the environment committee when planting is required.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  Monday 8th November 2010 – 7.30pm – Crosse house, Blackmore

enw2oHenwood

HERALD MAGAZINE

1308
NEXT EDITION

Mr Terry Smith reported all going well and the advertising was unusually slightly down this month. The next deadline is the last weekend in October, around Friday 29th. 

RECREATION COMMITTEE

1309
A Meeting of the Recreation Committee had taken place on 12th October 2010 and all items 
were in accordance with the sub committee meeting minutes as distributed by the Clerk prior to 
the PC meeting.  


Ted Marriage Recreation Field

a)  A.6.10 – Play area – Area to be filled in and re-turfed  under swings where children’s feet have gorged it out. 

b)  A.10.10 – Elephant in play area -  Handle  has been removed and side hanging off at a dangerous angle.  Needs serious repair or removal.   





Mill Lane Play area


a)  B.12.09 – Notice Board – Clerk dealing with the contractor.


b)  A.2.10 – Moles - Being monitored


c)   C.6.10 – Swing seat (holes) – Being monitored


d)   C.7.10 - Matting under swings -  Grass is growing through matting and needs further 
attention soon


Walter Hobbs Recreation Field


a)  B.2.08 – Football Pitches – Nothing new to report


b)  E.6.10 – Goal Mouths –Contractor given go ahead, in hand with Cllr Keeble 

 
Other business: 


Risk Reports – Pending receipt of report as all inspections have now been completed.  Clerk 
dealing with contractor and will report to both the Environment and Recreation committees 
accordingly.


Maintenance Work – Refer to the October committee meeting minutes for their report relating 
to this.

Date of Next Meeting: Tuesday 9th November 2010 – 7.00pm – Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.  

CLERK’S REPORT

1310
The Clerk advised she was on a week’s holiday during half term, commencing Monday 
25/10/10 to Friday 29/10/10.

1311
Canon photocopier (office):


The Clerk was pleased to announce that after months of liaising with Canon, they had finally 
confirmed they would reimburse the £658 taken from the PC’s account and had closed the 
account.  No further debits will be made by them and an alternative contract/machine must be 
sourced.


The Clerk had received a quotation for various machine options based on printing requirements 
as required by the PC.  The Council requested the Clerk monitor the copy useage for the 
forthcoming month and receive quotations based on this information.  The Clerk will update 
thereafter.   

1312 
Parish Council maintenance works:


The Clerk had received a quotation from R J B Garden Management based on £10/hour.  He 
used to assist Ray Potter when he dealt with this on behalf of the Parish Council and the Parish 
Council therefore agreed to accept this quotation.  The Clerk would contact the other company 
to advise they had not been successful on this occasion.  It was also confirmed that all future 
work requirements must come through the Parish Clerk to instruct the contractor accordingly.  

1313
 COMMITTEE MEETINGS


Planning
TBC    
7.00pm
TBC-pending selection of new chairman


Recreation
9.11.10
7.00pm
Tipps Cross R Hall


Environment     
8.11.10
7.30pm
Crosse house


Tipps X Trustees
2.11.10
7.30pm
Tipps Cross R Hall


Tipps X Mgmnt
30.11.10
8.00pm
Tipps Cross R Hall


Parish Council -
18.11.10
7.30pm
Tipps Cross R Hall


Community Police
2.12.10
8-9pm
Tipps Cross R Hall

OTHER ITEMS

1314
Fly tipping at Wyatts Green Road –Cllr Keeble advised that a lot of this rubbish had now been removed – being monitored.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS – (for discussion only)

1315
Cllr Vic Dean reported that there was a broken fence by the Millennium Field and the ditch had been filled with dumped rubbish – Action:  The Clerk is to notify Cllr Keeble of this.

There being no further business, the Meeting closed at 10.30pm.



