ORDINARY MEETING OF THE BLACKMORE, HOOK END

& WYATTS  GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Thursday, 17th October 2019 in the committee room of Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.  
Commenced at 7.30pm.    
Members present:  Cllr T Bennett (Chairman), Cllr Keeble (Vice Chairman), Cllr K Bennett, Cllr McCarthy, Cllr Watley, Cllr Cannon, Cllr Dean, Cllr Thomas, and Cllr Lockhart. Susan Clapham (Parish Clerk) and Mrs Nelson (RFO). Also in attendance: Terry Smith (Herald Magazine Editor), County Cllr Lesley Wagland and Borough Cllr Peter Jakobsson and Roger McCheyne.
1100
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Cllr Clarke.
1101
AMENDMENTS/APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The minutes were signed as a correct record by the Chairman.
1102
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Allotment Members – Cllrs Tom Bennett, Watley and Keeble expressed an interest where discussions relating to the Blackmore Allotments were concerned (ongoing).
1103    OPEN FORUM 
Nil attendees.
1104
PROGRESS CHECK
To receive reports or updates on items or visits made since the previous ordinary Council meeting or Committee meetings.  Nil items.

CORRESPONDENCE
1105
The Clerk had no items to report.
1106
BOROUGH & COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORTS


  Borough Cllr Roger Keeble reported on the following:
· The attendance of Parish Cllr’s at the last speed watch was disappointing. More volunteers were needed to attend the training and carry out the voluntary speed watch sessions. 
· The Meadow Rise road re-surfacing had not been completed so he will take this up with Lesley Wagland. Cllr Cannon also said that some of the kerb stones had been done but not all.
· Flooding due to bad drainage continued to be a problem at Hay Green Lane. Cllr Wagland said she will take this up at ECC – The ECC Highways Fault Report No. is 263609. 
Cllr Lockhart enquired whether there was any progress on the disabled parking bay outside the Leather Bottle Pub (which had been removed during the Leather Bottle renovations). Cllr Keeble will take this up with Cllr Wagland. 

Borough Cllr Peter Jakobsson reported on the following:

· The new bollard at Blacksmiths Alley had been replaced.
County Cllr Lesley Wagland reported on the following:
· ECC have been dealing with various flooding issues and overgrown vegetation issues. There is a problem with local pipework systems in place which do not clear quickly enough during periods of heavy rain fall. If we experience any flooding issues this can be reported to her and she will look into it. Farmers are being asked to clear ditches to avoid flooding. Regarding Hay Green Lane, she stated that ECC had cleared the gulleys last year but she will ask them to look at this again. ECC is responsible for road surface water but not the water which runs off the farmers fields.
· Cllr Wagland reported that the vegetation cutting which is carried out annually isn’t enough. If anyone experiences problems with poor sight lines this is to be reported so that the NAT’s can come out and clear them. She reported that ECC is currently looking at the possibility of replacing grass verges with paving instead, but there is currently no policy in place for this so it will have to be looked into further. Cllr Wagland also said that ECC may stop with all grass cutting of verges, but again, this is being reviewed.

· Cllr Keeble queried with her the pot holes on Meadow Rise. Only two were repaired but there are others which have not been remedied. Cllr Wagland to re-investigate this as she was informed by Highways that it had been done.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE
1107
FINANCE 

ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT – The Clerk presented the following payment schedules and cheques requiring three Member signatures:

£


Addressee



Description
10,000.00

Unity Trust PC A/c.20343161

online transfer payments

    150.00

Laurels Plants & Flowers

Sept. planting of the Memorial
 1,422.00

E.C.C




inv.1011358200 -  Protected Lanes fee
 1,600.00

Kelhatch Press



inv. 4041 – Herald Mag. publication
    324.00

E.A.L.C



inv.11989, 11887, 11912 – 3 x cllr training days
Direct bank transfer payments via Unity Trust:

S Clapham (wages) October. £-
Mrs R Nelson £-
HMR&C– £-
Essex Pension Fund - £-
MDL (grass cutting): £766.76
It was RESOLVED that:

(i) The statutory basis for this item be noted as the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2015;

(ii) The List of Payments is approved as presented in the schedule.

Receipts: BAC’s remittance 1/10/19: £40,250.00 from BBC – Precept payment. 
1108   FINANCIAL REPORTS:  Financial Reports to 30th September 2019
In accordance with the reports distributed prior to the meeting which were approved and accepted, the following reports were given.  
· Mrs Nelson reported that it had been a quiet month. Payments had been issued for general maintenance items including the Playquip balance for the new play equipment at Walter Hobbs. The deposit for the USAAF commemorative plaque had also been paid, along with the June invoice to BBC for emptying of parish recreation bins. Mrs Nelson advised that the Herald Magazine advertiser payments had also been received (as queried last month). 
It was RESOLVED that:

(i) the statutory basis for this item be noted as the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2015; and,

The Financial Report be noted with no other action necessary.

1109
FINANCIAL POWERS:

Regarding the double taxation issue – Cllr T Bennett has again written to Cllr Hossack, BBC and a meeting is to be scheduled.
1110
MAGAZINE COMMITTEE

Mr Smith advised that the next deadline is Sunday 20th October.

PLANNING COMMITTEE

1111
 PLANS

The following planning meeting was held since the last ordinary council meeting.  All in accordance with the planning reports made by the committee which were approved and accepted. 

Meeting date: 9th October 2019


Planning applications considered: 


19/01370/TPO – 3 Deal Tree Close, Hook End, CM15 0DS - T1 Oak tree, crown reduce by 1.5M, crown reduce by 15% and remove deadwood – No objection providing the Council’s Arboricultural Officer approves.

19/01276/S191 – Trees, Wrights Lane, Wyatts Green, CM15 0QA – Application for Lawful Development Certificate for an existing use or operation for the conversion of existing 2 bedroom dwelling house from existing outbuilding/annexe (located on right had side of existing house) – No objections offered to a Lawful Development Cert. being issued as there is no increase in the footprint of the existing building and there is no adverse visual impact to neighbours or harm to the openness of the Green Belt.

19/01220/FUL – 1 St Lawrence Gardens, Blackmore, CM4 0QZ – Two storey side extension – No objection offered as the proposed extension is in keeping with the host property and it complies with CP1 (i) & (ii) in the Replacement Plan.

19/01203/FUL – The Hyde, Mountnessing Road, Blackmore, CM4 0NX – Change of use and alteration of existing barns to form two dwellings, construction of single storey glazed extension between barns ‘A’ and ‘B’, provision of new pitched roof to barn ‘C’, alterations to vehicular cross over and provision of internal boundary walls – No objection offered. The design has been modified from the original Planning Application Proposals submitted last year and has incorporated the responses received. The Grade II listed barns will be sensitively converted with a high standard of design and layout. The scheme complies with CP1 (i), (ii), (iii) 7 (iv) in the Replacement Plan and Policy GB2 in that there is no harm to the openness of the Green Belt. It complies with Policy C17 where it states that “changes of use of a part, or the whole of a listed building will only be permitted if it results in the character and features of special architectural or historical interest being preserved or enhanced…’.

 Cllr Lockhart read out his report summarising the planning reports above, as circulated prior to the meeting, which were accepted and approved. In addition, he reported the following:
“Since our last full council meeting, we held a planning committee meeting on 9th October. The minutes of that meeting and reports that I sent to BBC have been circulated, so may we take them as read?

Just a few additional comments on the AOB items:

Yesterday evening I attended the BBC planning meeting (now back in the Town Hall Council Chamber), and I spoke in support of the Walnut Tree House planning application which was recommended for refusal by their officers. There were 6 votes for approval and 6 votes for refusal and the Chairman had a casting vote for it to be approved.

At a previous meeting we objected to the 2 storey rear extension at 68 Nursery Road, and so did both neighbours either side, I was disappointed that BBC have now approved it which makes a mockery of the planning system when their planners ride roughshod over us as consultees with local knowledge. One neighbour emailed the BBC asking if they could change their decision, which of course they can’t once that decision has been published. I did suggest that they now appeal which is the only course of action now available.

The front garden wall at Cherry Trees is still standing despite the Enforcement Notice and that will now be heard at the local Magistrates court

I have since heard that the application to build 12 houses on Red Rose Farm has been approved by BBC which was not unexpected since it is a brownfield site.

At the last PC meeting I did report that an unauthorised mirror at Swallows Cross junction was a traffic hazard and I am pleased to say that Cllr. Lesley Wagland has followed this up with ECC Highways, so we can we look forward to having it removed soon and thereby make this junction safer”.

The next planning meeting will be held on 29th October at 4pm at Blackmore Village Hall.

1112
OUTSTANDING ENFORCEMENT ISSUES - As noted on the planning reports submitted to BBC. 
1113
BBC’s Local Development Plan (LDP) 
· Cllr T Bennett, Cllr Keeble and Cllr Watley had a briefing meeting with Bill Ratcliffe of the BVHA on 15th October.  The BVHA then held an open meeting with Cllr Hossack, BBC to discuss the LDP proposals on the same night of this PC meeting, and the PC was not aware of this open meeting until the last minute (Cllr Bennett read out an email from Cllr Hossack confirming this). The PC had been lobbying Cllr Hossack to attend a PC lead public meeting to discuss the LDP with members of the Parish and a date was still pending. Cllr Bennett will write back to Cllr Hossack and will continue to seek a public meeting date with him and officers of the Planning Department.
· Cllr T Bennett would be drafting a leaflet which is to be dropped through all letter boxes parish-wide. This would inform residents of the LDP Consultation as well as invite them to attend the Open Forum meeting with BBC and the PC once the date had been set. He called upon volunteers to help deliver the leaflets. 
· The PC will again contact Holmes and Hills Lawyers seeking guidance during the latest Consultation period. Will the PC need to submit further responses? He will also discuss the following points with them to establish if it can be added to the PC’s opposition case:

1. Red Rose Farm Planning Application (this will impact on the village and infrastructure).

2. Spriggs Lane development.
3. Data Protection issue – BBC failed to comply with the revised GDPR regulations during its last Consultation, meaning that if applicants did not respond again and give express permission for their previous Consultation response to be used, it would not be taken into account and would be removed from the Consultation altogether. This would count against the number of responses submitted. It would point to due processes not being met.
4. Is there further action which the PC should take at this stage?

Action: Cllr T Bennett to contact Michael Harman to discuss.


POS - (PARKS & OPEN SPACES) COMMITTEE

There was a meeting of the Committee on 8th October and copies of the minutes were distributed by the Clerk prior to the meeting.  

· The Council received and accepted the Committee meeting minutes and discussions took place relating to the following items:
1114
Play area projects – Kick Wall and zip wire (Ted Marriage and Walter Hobbs)


Playquip Leisure have resolved to manufacture two new panels for the Red Ant play equipment at Walter Hobbs. Approval had been given to the Clerk to release the cheque in payment of the balance.
1115
Ted Marriage – Maintenance and repairs

Cllr Lockhart had obtained quotes to undertake the repairs. Approval of the quote of £1,522 from Deckanon was proposed by Cllr Lockhart, seconded by Cllr Cannon and unanimously approved.

Cllr Lockhart will continue to seek quotes for the replacement cabin slide roof.
1116
Tree work – The Green, Blackmore
Town & Country Landscape Co would soon be carrying out the tree work (in November). Cllr T Bennett will draft a leaflet advising local residents and he and Cllr Watley will deliver these to residents on and around the Green.
1117
Parish Litter Pick
This had been poorly attended this year and it was hoped that more volunteers would come forward in the Spring.
1118
PC website migration 

Cllr McCarthy had been collating information and quotes from various suppliers. He was hoping to have the information available at the next PC meeting so a decision could be made before the end of the year.
CLERK’S REPORT 
1119
The Clerk advised that Cllr Keeble will attend the EPFA AGM on 24th October. The Best Kept Playing Fields Awards will be given out that evening.

The Clerk had registered Cllr Clarke and Cllr T Bennett to attend Cllr Training Days with EALC. The invoice had been circulated and a cheque raised for signing. 

1120
 COMMITTEE MEETING

Parks & Open Spaces 
  5.11.19
5.00pm
  Tipps X Remembrance Hall

Planning
  29.10.19
4.00pm
  Blackmore Village Hall

Parish Council:
21.11.19
7.30pm
   Tipps X Remembrance Hall

INFORMATION EXCHANGE / NEXT AGENDA ITEMS – (for discussion only)   

1121
Cllr Thomas had received a call from a resident complaining about the trees in the Ted Marriage field which were along the boundary with his garden. He felt they were large and overhanging his property. He asked if the PC could organise to have these lopped. The Clerk advised that the Oak trees along the boundary had TPO’s placed on them so permission must be sought with the BBC Planning Department before any work could be carried out. The PC’s policy is the same as BBC’s, in that unless a tree is in need of work due to disease or causing a public hazard, there is no requirement to carry out tree works. The trees in question were there before the houses were built. Action: The Clerk will organise a site visit with Alan Marsh, the BBC Arborculturist for a second opinion. The Clerk advised that it was usual for the resident to apply to the BBC Planning Department for any tree works in compliance with the TPO regulations. The PC’s Planning Committee would receive a copy of this request and it usually gave consent for the resident to undertake this work.  Cllr Thomas will inform the resident that the trees will be inspected shortly.
END:
There being no further business, the Meeting was closed by the Chairman at 9.00 pm
(Chairman):___________________________________   Date: __________________________ 
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