MEETING OF THE BLACKMORE, HOOK END

& WYATTS  GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Thursday, 20th October 2016 in the committee room of Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.  

Commenced at 7.30pm.    

Members present:  Cllr McCarthy (Chairman), Cllr Keeble(Vice Chairman), Cllr Bennett,  Cllr Dean, Cllr Thomas, Cllr Town, Cllr Mason, Cllr Lockhart, Cllr Cannon, Cllr Frost, CllrLennon.   Susan Barnes (Parish Clerk) and Rosemarie Nelson (Responsible Financial Officer - RFO) present.
Also present: Mr Terry Smith (Herald Magazine Editor) and Borough Cllr Aimi Middlehurst. Madeline Henwood was also present for co-option.
Apologies for absence: Cllr Watley and County Cllr Ann Naylor.
0149
AMENDMENTS TO MINUTES
Nil amendments. The September 2016 minutes were signed as a correct record.
0150
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Nil.
0151
Co-option of Cllr Madeline Henwood
The PC and BBC had carried out the necessary procedures and the PC duly co-opted Madeline Henwood and she was welcomed back onto the PC. Cllr Henwood accepted the post by signing the ‘Acceptance of Office Register’ and witnessed by the Clerk.
0152   OPEN FORUM 

There were two members of the public in attendance. No representations were made.  
0153
PROGRESS CHECK
To receive reports or updates on items or visits made since the previous ordinary Council meeting or Committee meetings.  No items declared.


0154
CORRESPONDENCE

The Clerk reported on the following correspondence received at the Parish Office since the last Ordinary meeting and subsequent committee meetings:-

· The Clerk had received and circulated an email from the EALC regarding the current consultation on whether to cap the Parish Sector where precept is concerned.  The Clerk had responded on behalf of the PC and urged all members to respond to the consultation as outlined by EALC (a template was attached).  It would mean that if this bill went through, Parish Councils would only be able to raise the precept by 2% for every £2000 precept, without referendum – which is costly and the community would need to pay.  Parish Councils should therefore have the freedom to precept as it deemed necessary.
· The Clerk had replied to Cllr Louise McKinlay’s letter regarding the Traveller Meeting at the Town Hall.  This had been circulated to all members.

BOROUGH & COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORTS
0155
Borough Cllr Aimi Middlehurst advised on the following items:
· Her apologies were given for not attending prior PC meetings. This was due to a clash of other commitments for the Parish Council she Clerks for.  She urged the PC to attend the ECC Highways surgeries as promoted by the Clerk. She also urged members to respond to the ECC consultation as outlined above (item 0154). 

Borough Cllr Roger Keeble advised on the following items:

· He had attended a BBC meeting regarding the future of the Town Hall facilities.  There were plans for 19 top floor apartments to give BBC an income. There was also the possibility that the library service would move into the building.  He questioned whether PC’s would receive any of the CIL (Community Infrastructure Levy) – which is a development tax – if development was to take place within its parish. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE
0156
FINANCE 

ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT – The Clerk presented the following payment schedules and cheques requiring three Member signatures:

£

Addressee


Description

 -

HMR & C


Tax and NI contributions

 
 -

Mrs R Nelson


Book Keeping

2000.00
Unity Trust PC ac.20343161
Direct debits

   
   14.37

Tipps Cross R Hall

Reimbursed (A-Z supplies) A3 paper – planning

   
   35.00

The information commissioner
Data protection registration renewal

 
 162.00

Heatherland Ltd

skip hire – pond clean 15.10.16

 
 530.00

Blackmore parochial charities


 
 480.00

PKF Littlejohn LLP

audit fee 2016

   16.78

S Clapham


Sue – reimbursed for domain name renewal of  -  blackmoreparishcouncil.co.uk (for two years) 

    -

S Clapham


Sue – mileage expenses from 31.8.16 to 20.10.16

    75.00
EALC



training course – chairman’s day

1091.82
MDL



invoice.633 – grass cutting

      30.00
SDS Carpentry


Net store door repair – Blackmore

3474.00
Piggotts Co Ltd


inv. SIN1610014 PI-69483. Xmas lights

  600.00
Cash



Bonfire night float

Direct bank transfer payments via Unity Trust:

£  - 

Essex Pension Fund

 pension contribution

£-
  
S Barnes


Clerk’s salary 
      
 It was RESOLVED that:

(i) The statutory basis for this item be noted as the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2011;

(ii) The List of Payments is approved as presented in the schedule.


Receipts: 

(1) HMR&C VAT refund via BAC’s - £3659.84
(2) Cheque from EALC for £150.00 refunded for CILCA registration – a new cheque to be                                             issued to the PC and not S Barnes by EALC.
0157    FINANCIAL REPORTS:  Financial Reports to 30th September 2016
In accordance with the reports distributed prior to the meeting, Mrs Nelson (RFO) reported that finances were looking healthy at present and in accordance with budgets. The play inspections were carried out along with weed killing to the Millenium Park. 
It was RESOLVED that:

(i) the statutory basis for this item be noted as the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2011; and,

(ii)       The Financial Report be noted with no other action necessary.
0158
FINANCIAL POWERS:
Mrs Nelson advised that the Bank had advised that as of December 2016, there would be no interest paid in future on the Business Premium account.  Mrs Nelson would investigate options for 2017.  
She had received the results of the external audit and no problems were found.  The Clerk would display the report on the notice boards as required.
0159
HERALD MAGAZINE  

Terry Smith advised that there was still a problem with people not meeting the deadline and urged people for their cooperation.  He advised that the mobile library driver had recently won the ‘Library Driver of the Year’ award. 
0160
BRENTWOOD BOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL ASSOCIATION

  The Clerk circulated copies of the previous minutes.
  Next meeting: 14.12.16 – 7pm – Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall. This will be the last meeting to be chaired by Blackmore PC.  Next in turn is Navestock PC although they have opted out.  


PLANNING COMMITTEE

0161
 PLANS

The following planning meetings were held since the last ordinary council meeting.  All in accordance with the planning reports made by the committee.  

5th October 2016  – Applications discussed: 

16/01292/FUL– No objections 

16/01240/FUL – No objections but no drawings received showing proposed west or rear elevations

16/01253/TPO– No objections, subject to approval of the Council’s Arboriculturist.

Updates:

Cllr Lockhart (Planning Committee Chairman) read out his report and key points noted:

BBC’s new policy – as of October 2016, no hard copies of plans will be sent to Parish Councils as part of the consultation process due to budget cuts. It was acknowledged that this would create further work for the Clerk in having to photocopy plans from the BBC planning portal plus this would mean further expense to the PC in purchasing A3 paper etc.

Results of Planning decisions by PC and BBC tabled

Cllr Lockhart had also supplied a list of Planning Application Results from BBC.


Cllr Lockhart had attended a couple of BBC Planning meetings at the Town Hall on behalf of the PC.


The Clerk had circulated copies of the correspondence with Cllr Louise McKinlay regarding the Traveller encampment at Chelmsford Road.
0162
OUTSTANDING ENFORCEMENT ISSUES - As per the reports. 
 
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE


There was a meeting of the Environment Committee held on 10th October. All was in accordance with the minutes. 
· 
The Council received and accepted the Committee meeting minutes and the following items of business discussed.

0163 
Christmas lights
Cllr Town advised one tree on Horsefayre Green had been lit, pending the second to be lit.  The switch on date is 1st December – Kiln Field, Wyatts Green is at 6.30pm and Horsefayre Green, Blackmore is at 7.00pm.
0164
Bins - Blackmore

Clerk to supply brochures for bins as supplied by Glasdon UK.
0165
Picnic tables, The Green, Blackmore


Environment and Recreation committee to meet and discuss whether the tables are to remain on the Green. 

0166
Posts – The Green

John Drain to re-install the three posts which have been hit and dislodged by vehicles.
0167
Tree suckers – The Green, Blackmore 

Cllr Lennon volunteered to remove the tree suckers from the trees by the pond as identified by the committee.
0168
Tree outside the Co-Op

Cllr Mason will look at this as outlined by the committee.

0169
Possibility of planting Oak Trees, Blackmore – being investigated

(1) Bus turning point triangle, Chelmsford Road, Blackmore - Clerk to enquire with ECC if permission could be granted to the PC to plant an Oak tree.


(2) One by the Garage on the grass by the pond, Blackmore – Being investigated.

0170
Kiln field benches


Cllr McCarthy had been in correspondence with the resident who had raised this (as per the September minutes).  It was discussed in further detail and proposed by Cllr Mason, Seconded by Cllr Lennon and unanimously agreed that three new benches would be ordered. Two would replace the old seats at Kiln Field and one to replace the old seat outside Mill Lane, also in a state of disrepair.  The Committee would again review the three styles as provided by the Clerk so she could place the order.

RECREATION COMMITTEE

There was a committee meeting held on 13th October 2016 and the minutes were circulated prior to the meeting.  

· The Council received and accepted the Committee meeting minutes and the following items of business discussed.
0171
Ted Marriage Field
In accordance with the recreation minutes – no amendments.
0172
Mill Lane Play Area
In accordance with the recreation minutes – no amendments.
0173
Walter Hobbs Recreation Field and Play Area
In accordance with the recreation minutes – no amendments.
0174
Millennium Park: 
cockleshell footpath


It was proposed by Cllr Keeble and agreed that this work would be placed on hold until the spring when the cockleshells are back in season. Clerk will advise IPave of this decision.  

Cllr Keeble obtaining quotation for the hedge trimming.
Work required before the fireworks night event
The Clerk will organise: the four bars to be temporarily removed from the small gated entrance and the trimming of the bushes at both entrances into the Millennium field.

The Clerk was instructed to purchase the usual glow sticks with the Glow Company. Quantity required: 200 at £74.00 plus VAT.

After considering Mrs Nelson’s recommendation, it was proposed by Cllr Bennett and unanimously agreed that instead of chocolates being given for the Best Guy competition prize, £5 prize money would be given.

The fireworks cost of £3,500.00 was noted and payment would be made in advance.

The Clerk obtained the three signatories required for the letter to Barclays bank to withdraw the £600 cash float required for the fireworks event.  The Clerk would organise this.

0175
ROSPA reports – urgent action required – all recreation areas


The Clerk is meeting next week with the contractors to obtain quotes for all work required as outlined by the committee.


The Clerk is to query with ROSPA the inconsistency and inaccuracy of some of the comments in the report.  A meeting would be desirable and all future inspections will have a member of the recreation committee present to oversee the inspections.

0176
Phone kiosk, Wyatts Green Road


A working party had been organised to discuss the potential refurbishment and future use of the phone kiosk which the PC had recently adopted.  The Working party would consist of the following members:


The Parish Clerk, Cllr McCarthy, Cllr Lennon, Cllr Lockhart and Mrs Jane Gay (on behalf of the local residents).  The first meeting is to be held on Monday 14th November at 11.30am (outside the kiosk).
0177
CLERK’S REPORT

BT Payphone – Wyatts Green Road (near Wyatts Green Lane) tel: 01277-821421.
In accordance with the BT and PC contract, the Clerk had posted inside the phone kiosk, the poster showing the Parish Council as the owner of the kiosk and full contact details were given.
0178
 COMMITTEE MEETINGS


Environment
  7.11.16
7.30 pm
Tipps X Remembrance Hall

Recreation 
  8.11.16
7.00pm
Tipps X Remembrance Hall

Planning
  24.10.16
4.45pm
Tipps X Remembrance Hall


  14.11.16
4.45pm
    “        “              “           “

Parish Council
 17.11.16
7.30 pm
Tipps X Remembrance Hall 
0179
Defibrillators   
· The Clerk had received the defibrillator from the British Heart Foundation and had contacted the ambulance trainer, Ron Ridge, for further training for the Blackmore representatives.
0180
Finger posts
Cllr Lockhart and the Clerk had applied for a Heritage Lottery Grant towards replacing the parish   wooden finger posts and signs, pending a decision.
0181
Public Engagement (social media) - FACEBOOK

The Clerk had attended the Social Media Training Course with the EALC on 11th October covering the use of Facebook and Twitter. The Clerk discussed this and advised she is in the process of setting up a Facebook page on behalf of the PC. Committees to send any updates and/or photo’s they would like included on a regular basis if possible.
0182
Parish Fireworks night 5.11.16

The need for parish Cllr’s to volunteer with the event was called for and a list of names to be given to Cllr Keeble so jobs could be appointed. 
INFORMATION EXCHANGE / NEXT AGENDA ITEMS – (for discussion only)   

0183
Cllr Dean advised that the 898 bus had been re-routed.  This would now run 3 times per day and not the 4 as previously in service.   
0184

Cllr McCarthy, Cllr Cannon, Cllr Keeble and the Clerk had investigated the power supply box on the Green, Blackmore.  As no utility bills had been sent for payment to the PC at all for this, it remained questionable who had responsibility over this.  It would need further investigation before the Blackmore Village Fayre could connect to it for their event in the summer.
0185

Cllr Lockhart enquired if Cllr Keeble could speak with Paulette McAllister, BBC if she would attend a Parish Council meeting to discuss the listings project as promoted by her.
0186
Cllr Town advised that ‘Matthews Plants’ would be re-planting the War memorial before the Remembrance Sunday service on 13.11.16 at Blackmore.
0187

Cllr Dean had been monitoring the amount of heavy vehicles travelling through the parish, exceeding the 7.5 tonne weight restriction in place in several areas, in particular to Wyatts Green Road.  The Police did not appear to have the resources to enforce this.  It was agreed that Cllr McCarthy and the Clerk would send a letter to Roger Hirst, the Police and Crime Commissioner, raising this problem.
END:
There being no further business, the Meeting was closed by the Chairman at 9.05 pm
Signed (Chairman):___________________________________   Date: __________________________ 
1

