MEETING OF THE BLACKMORE, HOOK END

& WYATTS  GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Thursday, 18th November 2010 in the Committee Room of Blackmore Village Hall.  Commenced at 7.30pm.  

Members present: Cllrs Madeline Henwood (Chairman), Roger Keeble, Ken Bennett, Vic Dean, Wally Brown, Andrew Watley, Hazel Town.  Also Susan Barnes (Parish Clerk) and Rosemarie Nelson (Treasurer).

Apologies for absence were received from: Cllrs Ann Thomas, Mary Spiers, Sue and Steve Wheeler. 

Also present: Terry Smith (Herald Magazine) 

 AMENDMENTS

The minutes were signed by Cllr Henwood as a correct record with one amendment: Item 1314) Cllr Keeble was not present at that meeting to comment.

DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Nil

OPEN FORUM

There were no attendees.

The Parish Council held a minute’s silence as a mark of respect for Peter Hodgson who had sadly recently passed away.  He was a previous Chairman of both the Parish Council and Brentwood Borough Council (BBC) and will be sadly missed.

The meeting then proceeded with the following items of correspondence being read out by the Clerk:

CORRESPONDENCE

1316
The Clerk had received an email regarding a postal scam alert which she advised to the Parish 
Council (PC).  It was confirmed by the Royal Mail and the Trading Standards office that cards 
were being posted through doors from a company called PDS (Parcel Delivery Service) 
suggesting they were unable to deliver a parcel and a contact number given.  DO NOT call this 
number as it is a premium rate number and you would be billed £315 for the phone call.  This is 
especially important for the Christmas period when people may be expecting deliveries and 
parcels.

1317
The Clerk had received a questionnaire relating to a survey of services in Rural Essex from The 
Essex Rural Partnership/Rural community council of Essex.  Cllrs Town and Keeble kindly 
completed this form and the Clerk will forward to the appropriate body.

1318
The Clerk had received the latest Adult Community Learning courses brochure until June 2011.

BOROUGH & COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORTS

1319
Borough Cllr Madeline Henwood had attended a meeting at BBC recently, regarding budgets.  
She mentioned that 
the Parish Grants were an allocation of around 1% of BBC’s budget which 
is still being considered.  She also advised that they would not be increasing the Council Tax 
next year and that refuse services would not be cut and will remain the same.  However the 
proposed agreed works for Swallows Cross Junction would be placed on hold although this 
remains a dangerous junction resulting in many RTA’s.  There was another head on collision at 
this junction on Friday 12th November and the road was closed for some time whilst the 
accident was cleared.  


Cllr Keeble had attended a recent meeting regarding the recycling centre at Lunnon’s site, 
Stondon Massey.  It had been reported that there were lots of worrying health concerns  which 
could potentially be associated with this site affecting both humans and animals alike.  The 
Environment Officer at BBC would be writing to Essex County Council (ECC) to advise they 
felt their licence should not be renewed. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE

1320
FINANCE

The following cheques were approved for payment and signed:

£


Addressee


Description

-

Essex Pension fund


Clerks pension contributions

-


S Barnes



Clerks Nov salary.

  75.00


petty cash



petty cash (Nov)  

-


R Nelson



Book keeping (Nov) 

-


HM Revenue & Customs

Clerks contributions

  40.95


Alan’s DIY



Goods supplied to Vic Dean

 50.00


Poppy Appeal



Wreath Donation – 










Remembrance Sunday 14.11.10

619.80


T Lennon



Maintenance work – last inv.

187.50


Tipps X R Hall



¼ office rent

450.00


B/More parochial charity



 49.00


Mr V Dean



Bus shelter maintenance works

 50.00


Digital Design



Fireworks night roadside boards

669.75


Audit commission


Audit fee

1447.93

W Hart Cars



Bus bodywork repairs

 154.00


Heatherland Ltd


Parish skip hire

 102.81


Play inspection Co.


Play area bi-annual risk 










inspections

722.81


Glasdon UK Ltd


New bench for Horsefayre 









Green

770.03


M D Landscapes


Grass cutting – inv. 1327

517.00


Town & Country landscapes

Inv. 464 – strim B/More ditch 









and strim and cut junction with 









Outings Lane

164.50


W Hart Cars



Sign writing the bus

Receipts:  £1355.42 had been received from Blackmore Village Hall for repayment of the loan which 
   was due on 31 October 2010.   


Payments: The Public Works Loan Board amount of £1462.91 due out of the account on 19.11.10.

1321 
FINANCIAL POWERS


All matters in accordance with the minutes distributed prior to the meeting.  Mrs Nelson reported that it had been a fairly quiet month and that all was in accordance with the figures and budget set out.  Mrs Nelson also passed around the bank reconciliation details.  Mrs Nelson had been researching and obtaining quotes relating to the Parish Council’s Fidelity Insurance.  She will go ahead and increase the Council’s cover based on a quote of £60 premium. 

Cllr Henwood also raised the question of what the Parish Council would do should the discretionary grant from BBC be cut or revoked next year.  It was agreed that the PC would wait to see what happens nearer the time and then arrange a meeting to discuss this in greater detail when the facts have been obtained.

 

1322
COMMUNITY POLICE MEETING


No further updates.

1323 
COMMUNITY BUS



The Clerk reported that the bodywork repairs and new sign writing had been completed and paid 
for this month.


Cllr Keeble had obtained a quote from Oddy & Son’s to repair the garage roof of £3,950 plus 
VAT.  Whilst it was felt that Oddy’s are generally very competitive, it was agreed that a further 
quote should be received.  Cllr Keeble looking into this.

1324
BLACKMORE CENTRE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE


Cllr Henwood reported that a donation of £2,000 from a Parishioner had been gratefully received and would go to good use.  

1325
BLACKMORE SPORTS ARENA – (formerly MUGA)


Cllr Keeble reported that all was going well but there are some free slots available at the weekend.

1326
BLACKMORE WEBSITE


Nothing new to report.     

1327
RURAL HOUSING


Nothing new to report – item can be deleted from agenda at present.

1328
MOBILE LIBRARY

Nothing new to report other than times will be changing in the New Year.  

1329
BRENTWOOD BOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL ASSOCIATION


Nothing new to report at present

1330
 ROADWAY RENTS 


Nothing new to report

1331
BLACKMORE MILLENNIUM PARK - PROGRESS REPORT


Also recycling (Bring site) at Village Hall - (amalgamated Feb ‘10)


Cllr Keeble reported that the ground was still quite boggy and there was some bonfire debris left which he is in the process of sorting out.  He also suggested a Fireworks Night Committee to deal with the organising of the bonfire display/fireworks display which was favourable met by all.


The Clerk reported that the fireworks night was very successful.  The weather was good although it rained on the Friday and the following Monday, Saturday was fine and dry which was excellent.  The Clerk banked £4,500 giving a healthy profit.  There are a few remaining glow sticks and lanterns left but these can carry over to next year.

PLANNING COMMITTEE


Meetings of the Planning Committee had taken place on 17th November 2010 and the 
respective planning applications had been discussed as follows:    

1332
 PLANS


BRW/574/2010 – No objections            


BRW/692 – No objections


TPO/BRW/124 – No objections, subject to arboroculturist approval


BRW/701 – No objections


BRW/696 – No objections


BRW/709 – No objections


The question of a finding a new Chairman of this Committee was raised in the absence of Ann 
Smith who is relocating to a new area and has subsequently stepped down from the Parish 
Council.  Cllr Town is standing in short term until one is found.

1333
OUTSTANDING ENFORCEMENT ISSUES –


Bluebell Farm - Spriggs Lane, Blackmore (mobile home)  


It was noted that enforcement issues remain outstanding.                    


Plot 3, Oak Tree farm, Chelmsford Road, Blackmore, CM4 0PZ – Still outstanding – Existing mobile home plus traveller’s encampment – this has gone to judicial review – pending outcome.



Land adjacent to Oak Fold, Hook End Rd, Hook End – This is subject to the Borough Solicitor being satisfied with evidence issues 


Kiln Farm, Mountnessing Rd, Blackmore – non-complying fence – outstanding 


Planning Committee would chase – updates required.


Lilliput, Chelmsford Rd, Blackmore – Hard standing on public Highway – updates required. 

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

A Meeting of the Environment Committee had taken place on 8th November 2010 and all items were in accordance with the previous committee meeting minutes distributed by the Parish Clerk.  

1334
Drain Clearance and Road Sweeping

All clear – monitoring

1335
Village speed


Reported that St Lawrence Gardens VAS does not always come on when it should.  It is also 
noted that there are still a lot of large lorries going through the village which is a concern.

1336
Allotments

Pending update from Cllr Keeble.  A meeting was suggested with the interested parties to discuss this in greater detail nearer the time. 

1337
Ponds

Tree being planted by Cllr Sue Wheeler to replace the uprooted one caused by the RTA this summer.  The Clerk has ordered a new lifebuoy as the previous one has been stolen.

1338    Road signs

Clerk and Cllr Keeble continue to chase the missing sign at Red Rose crossroads. 

1339
Blacksmith’s Alley 


The Clerk has been informed by Roger Hulse, BBC that Adrian Tidbury is obtaining a quote and will forward for the second double sign addition as per last month’s minutes. 

 1340
Gunnells Corner – pavement (wheelchair access)

 Being monitored as BBC still declare no budget 

1341
War Memorial


Work completed and Ted Hall is getting grant finalisation.  Garden has been weeded and 
replanted.  The Clerk advised she had received a quote from Ryan who felt there were some trip 
hazards around the stones.  The quote was £180 labour plus £60 for materials to re-set the stones 
and make good.  This was too expensive at present and it was felt that the stones were safe 
enough at present but would be monitored. 

1342
Planters

Matthews Nursery have offered to supply and plant the planters for approximately £17 each.  The Clerk will organise a meeting with him to discuss this in greater detail and ensure a more accurate quotation is received by showing him around the Parish to look at what is required as the previous estimate was without seeing them, during a discussion with Cllr Spiers.

AOB:

1.
Exchange House (66 Meadow Rise) – Clerk to make BBC aware of the latest advert in 
the Journal magazine.  Residents are concerned about potential noise, parking, safety etc.  
This is a business venture and not just for friends and family as claimed.

2.
Street lamp on main Green is not coming on – the Clerk was requested to speak with JP 
Electrical who may be able to deal with this.

3.
Path on Hook End Lane is overgrown. It is felt this is the responsibility of BBC.

4.
Hedge at the end of Blacksmiths Alley needs trimming.  This is the piece that has just 
been re tar-macced by BBC again.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  Monday 6th December 2010 – 7.30pm – Crosse house, Blackmore

enw2oHenwood

HERALD MAGAZINE

1343
NEXT EDITION

Mr Terry Smith reported all going well and the magazine will be ready this week for distribution.  The Clerk has asked Mr Smith to place an advert in the magazine to ask wherever possible could Parishioners please get all advertising leaflets for the notice boards to her before the 1st of each month for advertising the following month’s notices. 

RECREATION COMMITTEE

1344
A Meeting of the Recreation Committee had taken place on 9th November 2010 and all items 
were in accordance with the sub committee meeting minutes as distributed by the Clerk prior to 
the PC meeting.  


Ted Marriage Recreation Field

a)  A.6.10 – Play area – Area to be filled in and re-turfed  under swings where children’s feet have gorged it out – in hand with Ryan. 

b)  A.10.10 – Elephant in play area -  Handle  has been removed and side hanging off at a dangerous angle.  Needs serious repair or removal – in hand with Ryan.   





Mill Lane Play area


a)  B.12.09 – Notice Board – Clerk dealing with the contractor, quote accepted.  Contractor 
cannot decipher some of the missing words on the board so the Clerk as asked the committee to 
take a look at this and give suggestions to the draft template given by the contractor – in hand 
with Cllr Bennett


b)  A.2.10 – Moles - Being monitored


c)   C.6.10 – Swing seat (holes) – Being monitored


d)   C.7.10 - Matting under swings -  One panel needs to be re-fitted (trip hazard).  In hand 

with Ryan. 


Walter Hobbs Recreation Field


a)  B.2.08 – Football Pitches – Nothing new to report


b)  F.11.09 – Report on play area -  Clerk has passed report to Ryan to assess and deal with 
the work as mentioned (in hand with Ryan).


c)  E.6.10 – Goal Mouths –Now too late to implement this season – leave until Spring.  In 
hand with Cllr Keeble. 


d)  F.6.10 - Notice Boards – Being monitored


e)  A.11.10 – Weed growth – bad in both pits.  Cllr Keeble will organise weed spraying.



f)  B.11.10 - Wood chip – Top up needed in Spring in hexagonal swing area


g)  C.11.10 – Goal posts – On both main pitches need repainting.  In hand with Ryan.

The Clerk reported that the PC had received awards from Essex Playing Fields.  It had been awarded the following certificates of merit :

Class 1 awarded to Walter Hobbs playing field (Gold award).

Class 1 awarded to Ted Marriage Playing field (Silver award).

Class 4 awarded to Walter Hobbs Playing Field.

Class 3 awarded to Mill Lane play area

Date of Next Meeting: Tuesday 7th December 2010 – 7.00pm – Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.  

CLERK’S REPORT

1345
Photocopier (office):


The Clerk reported an error in the previous month’s quote for the replacement photocopier.  All 
additional photocopies were at 0.06p/copy.  The Clerk is currently monitoring usage and will 
obtain further quotes to compare and report back. 

1346
New maintenance ‘contract’:


The Clerk had met with Ryan Barker, the newly appointed maintenance contractor.   They had 
gone over all outstanding items and the risk assessment/inspection reports and all is in hand 
with Ryan.  The Clerk had written to the unsuccessful tenders and advised them of the decision.

1347
 COMMITTEE MEETINGS


Planning
TBC    
7.00pm
TBC-pending selection of new chairman


Recreation
7.12.10
7.00pm
Tipps Cross R Hall


Environment     
6.12.10
7.30pm
Crosse house


Tipps X Mgmnt
30.11.10
8.00pm
Tipps Cross R Hall


Parish Council -
16.12.10
7.30pm
Blackmore Village Hall


Community Police
2.12.10
8-9pm
Tipps Cross R Hall

OTHER ITEMS

1348
Fly tipping at Wyatts Green Road –Cllr Keeble advised that a lot of this rubbish had now been removed – being monitored.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS – (for discussion only)

1349
Cllr Watley reported that he had noticed that  the footpaths seem to get ploughed up along with the fields by farmers etc but they do not seem to get trodden back down and could block the footpaths.  Monitor this.

There being no further business, the Meeting closed at 10.00pm.



