ORDINARY MEETING OF THE BLACKMORE, HOOK END

& WYATTS  GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Thursday, 21st November 2019 in the committee room of Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.  
Commenced at 7.30pm.    
Members present:  Cllr McCarthy (Acting Chairman), Cllr K Bennett, Cllr Watley, Cllr Cannon, Cllr Lockhart, Cllr Dean and Cllr Clarke. Susan Clapham (Parish Clerk) and Mrs Nelson (RFO). Also in attendance: Terry Smith (Herald Magazine Editor) and County Cllr Lesley Wagland.
1122
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Cllr Tom Bennett, Cllr Keeble and Cllr Thomas.
1123
AMENDMENTS/APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The minutes were signed as a correct record by the Chairman.
1124
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Nil
1125    OPEN FORUM 
Nil attendees.
1126
PROGRESS CHECK
· Trees at Ted Marriage – The Clerk, Cllr T Bennett and Cllr Watley met with Alan Marsh, the BBC Arboriculturist on 20.11.19 at Ted Marriage. He inspected the trees along the residential boundary. The mature trees, some of which have TPO’s, were found to be of sound nature and required no immediate work. He advised that if a resident wished to undertake any ‘pruning’ of the trees for their own benefit then they would need to submit a TPO request with BBC’s Planning Department before any works could be carried out by their own Tree Surgeon. Action: The Clerk would write to the resident who had contacted Cllr Thomas to inform them of this decision. Resolution: It was proposed by Cllr Cannon and unanimously agreed that the PC would adopt BBC’s policy in relation to tree works.

CORRESPONDENCE
1127
The Clerk had no outstanding items to report.
1128
BOROUGH & COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORTS

County Cllr Lesley Wagland reported on the following:
· ECC are looking into the mirror which has been erected on the island at the Swallows Cross junction.
· ECC are trialling new surfaces for re-surfacing roads. The ‘Paddocks’ at Ingatestone have had the new surface installed should the PC wish to investigate this. The new surfacing was found beneficial as the way the materials joined did not allow water to permeate and therefore, vegetation could not grow around the edges. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE
1129
FINANCE 

ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT – The Clerk presented the following payment schedules and cheques requiring three Member signatures:

£


Addressee



Description
5,000.00

Unity Trust PC A/C 20343161

Online payments

   250.00

Tipps X R Hall



Office Rent  - quarter

     40.00

Bits & Bytes Essex Ltd


T Lockhart Cllr email setup

1,022.69

Greenbarnes Ltd


Pond notice board & legs, inv. 15167

   700.00

Stonewriters



USAFF plaque – balance

   498.00

Cannon Access



Cherry Picker – Xmas lights

   tbc


J G Electrics



Xmas lights (electrics)

  -


S Clapham



Mileage/expenses reimbursed 21.6.19 - 27.11.19

Direct bank transfer payments via Unity Trust:

S Clapham (wages) Nov. £-
Mrs R Nelson £-
HMR&C– £-
Essex Pension Fund - £-
MDL (grass cutting): £2258.09

R Keeble - £- reimbursement

Mrs R Nelson - £- reimbursement for stationery

It was RESOLVED that:

(i) The statutory basis for this item be noted as the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2015;

(ii) The List of Payments is approved as presented in the schedule.

1130   FINANCIAL REPORTS:  Financial Reports to 31st October 2019
In accordance with the reports distributed prior to the meeting which were approved and accepted, the following reports were given.  
· Mrs Nelson reported that the following payments had been made:

Plants/planters - £758 which included £150 for re-planting the war memorial

The Protected Lanes Status fee is shown under ‘General Maintenance’. This budget sits at £1185 of £2,000 at present.

Allotment reimbursements of £175.

Chairman’s Allowance - It was proposed and unanimously agreed that the donation to the Royal British Legion for the Parish Council’s memorial wreath be increased from £50 to £75. A cheque was raised and will be posted by Mrs Nelson. 

Receipts: The Blackmore Village Fayre Committee had donated £200 from the Fayre proceeds to the PC – Action: Clerk to send them a letter of thanks.
It was RESOLVED that:

(i) the statutory basis for this item be noted as the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2015; and,

The Financial Report be noted with no other action necessary.

1131
FINANCIAL POWERS:

Review of Risk Assessment Policy – Mrs Nelson reported that there was one amendment to the list of assets – the Parish notice boards had increased from four to five, with the purchase of the new recycled plastic notice board by the Pond. There were no other changes. The Parish Council reviewed this and it was proposed by Cllr Cannon and unanimously agreed that the Risk Assessment Policy be approved and re-adopted.
1132
MAGAZINE COMMITTEE

Mr Smith advised that the published ECC mobile library dates were incorrect. ECC had issued him with the wrong dates and he was investigating the revisions with them. The correct dates will be published on ECC’s website.

PLANNING COMMITTEE

1133
 PLANS

The following planning meeting was held since the last ordinary council meeting.  All in accordance with the planning reports made by the committee which were approved and accepted. 

Meeting date: 29th October 2019


Planning applications considered: 


19/01485/TPO – 7 Granary Meadow, Wyatts Green, CM15 0QD – Ash tree crown reduce back to previous pruning points approx.2M. Crown lift and crown thin to maintain size and shape (subject to TPO133/1992)  – No objection providing the Council’s Arboricultural Officer approves.

19/01438/FUL – Construction of 1/no.3 bedroom dwelling and 1/no.4 bedroom dwelling – No objections offered. The development is situated on previously developed land. It complies with NPPF s.11 and s.12. There were concerns regarding the increase in traffic along a narrow lane and possible street parking even though on site facilities were provided. The Committee did however seek guarantees via a planning condition imposed that the vehicular access will be restricted to the exclusive use of the two dwellings contained within the site.

19/01448/TPO– The Gables, Wyatts Green Road, Wyatts Green. CM15 0PT – Ash tree – cut back by approx. 30% subject to TPO 28 of 2006– No objection offered as long as BBC’s Arboricultural Officer approved.

19/01393/FUL – Copperfields, Ingatestone Road, Blackmore, CM4 0NZ - Construction of stable block-  No objection offered. It overcomes objections raised with the previous application in that the stables have been re-designed with a smaller footprint. The choice of external materials is in keeping with the rural area and it complies with CP1 (ii) and (iii) and s.145 (b) in the NPPF.

19/01339/FUL – Land off Wyatts Green Road, Wyatts Green – Agricultural building for the production of medical hemp and parking provision – Objections made. It is inappropriate use of Green Belt land when other more suitable sites can be found.

19/01423/FUL – Welford House, Ingatestone Road, Blackmore, CM4 0NZ – Demolition of existing utility room and construction of single storey side extension – No objection which is situated on a brownfield site. The external materials match the host property and the increase in floor area of 15% complies with NPPF s.145 (c).


A full list of Planning Applications and their results (2019) was circulated to all members.

Meeting date: 19th November 2019

19/01529/TPO – Wychwood, Wyatts Green Lane, Wyatts Green, CM15 0PY – Prune to reduce Crown of large Hornbeam T1, Large Oak T2 and large Ash T3 – reduce by 1.5m – 2.00m to improve visual amenity and to maintain shape and structure of crowns – No objections offered subject to the advice of the Arboiculturist. 
19/01538/FUL – Walnut Tree Lodge, Outings Lane, Doddinghurst, CM15 0LS – Demolition of existing conservatory, proposed single storey rear extension and Orangery – No objections offered. The proposed development is in keeping with the host property and complies with CP (i) and (ii).
19/01563/FUL – 3 Meadow Rise, Blackmore, CM4 0QP – Single storey rear extension – No objections offered. The proposed development is in keeping with the host property and complies with CP (i) & (ii).

Cllr Lockhart read out his report summarising the planning reports: 
“Since our last full council meeting, we held 2 planning committee meetings, one on 29th October and one on 19th November. As you know, there was a public meeting at Blackmore on 14th November to discuss the revised LDP proposals which reduces the total number of dwellings on both sites from 70 to 50. I asked Cllr Hossack if these applications would go through the normal planning process in that our planning committee would discuss them first in our capacity as ‘consultees’. He answered in the affirmative so I await validation of them with great anticipation – even though the outcome will be a foregone conclusion.

BBCs current policy, or absence of it, on planning enforcement is the latest problem area and one which Cllr Hossack has promised to reform. As there are a number of current issues in our parish, I have requested the BBC Enforcement Officer to provide me with a list of all the current or outstanding enforcement notices in the borough and what action is being taken with them. I am still waiting”.

The next planning meeting will be held on 17th December at 4.30pm at Blackmore Village Hall.

1134
OUTSTANDING ENFORCEMENT ISSUES - As noted on the planning reports submitted to BBC. 
1135
BBC’s Local Development Plan (LDP) 
· The Clerk will circulate the notes from the Open Forum meeting at Blackmore on 14.11.19 ahead of the next PC meeting.
· Cllr T Bennett is in contact with Lawyers, Holmes and Hills regarding the Consultation (Cllr McCarthy read out an email from Cllr T Bennett in respect of this).  The Consultation submission is in the hands of the Lawyers.
· Protected Lanes Status rejection for Redrose Lane – The Clerk had enquired with ECC Place Services what criteria the Redrose Lane application had fallen short on. They had responded and the response was circulated to PC Members as follows:
“While Red Rose lane is an historic route that is visible on the Chapman & Andre map of 1777, the lane did not score well for its overall diversity (the lane is relatively straight along its length and does not change width, alignment or depth). The aesthetic value of the lane was considered to be low as there were no significant views and few aesthetic features (for example listed buildings). The historic hedgerow loss in several areas along the length of the lane and a lack of veteran trees, roadside ponds and associations with designated wildlife sites (such as ancient woodland) lowered the Biodiversity score. Unfortunately, these factors are not something that can be altered and so it is unlikely that the assessment of the lane would change”.                                  No further action to be taken.
Additional Planning matters raised
· Landons, Church Street, Blackmore – The driveway at the front of the property had been concreted over, raising concerns of flooding due to unsuitable drainage during heavy rainfall. Cllr Keeble had queried with BBC Planners whether a planning application had been submitted for the works currently being undertaken. This is being investigated by Cllr Keeble and BBC. The Clerk read out an email from Cllr Keeble in this respect. This is being monitored and an update to follow.

· Cherry Trees (wall), Blackmore (enforcement) – This is due to go before the Magistrates Court shortly. Cllr Wagland will enquire with Cllr Hossack whether they have adopted a Policy for enforcement. Action: Cllr Watley asked Cllr Lockhart to add the details of any outstanding enforcements to his planning reports submitted to BBC. Cllr Wagland asked to be copied in and she would also take these up with Cllr Hossack.

POS - (PARKS & OPEN SPACES) COMMITTEE

There was a meeting of the Committee on 5th November and copies of the minutes were distributed by the Clerk prior to the meeting.  

· The Council received and accepted the Committee meeting minutes and discussions took place relating to the following items:
1136
Play area projects

Pending installation of the red ant panels at Walter Hobbs.
1137
Pond – clearance work

Cllr Watley reported that the POS Committee were considering holding off on this project for another year.
1138
General waste bin at Ted Marriage (near to the play area fence)
An amendment to the motion passed at the POS Committee meeting was made, as follows:
· It was agreed that the general waste bin would be re-sited, from the play area gated entrance to further along the fence line and away from the entrance into the play area. This will be monitored to ensure it is still used.
1139
Christmas lights
Cllr Keeble had been liaising with J G Electrics as he had managed to source a much cheaper Cherry Picker from a company in Tiptree. This would show a saving of at least 50% on the plant hire cost included in the quote submitted by J G Electrics, totalling £2,429.23. Cllr Keeble had received approval to proceed from Joe Garcia of J G Electrics and this would be arriving on Monday 25th November. Action: The Clerk has requested a revised price from Joe Garcia removing the plant hire fee quoted in estimate no. 089 on 7th November. 

Confirmation was given that the lights would be turned on with a short service from the vicar and carols thereafter, as follows: 

30th November - 5pm at Kiln Field, Wyatts Green and 6pm on Horsefayre Green, Blackmore (outside the Leather Bottle). The Festive fayre at Horsefayre Green would coincide with this.
1140
USAAF Commemorative plaque


Cllr McCarthy will be collecting the plaque from the Stone Masons next week. The Clerk had raised the £700 cheque (balance amount) and will post the cheque this evening. Still no firm date for the Commemoration Service but this is in hand with Cllr McCarthy.
1141
PC website migration 

Cllr McCarthy had been collating information and quotes from various suppliers. The Clerk had been investigating the option to have a .gov domain name. Cllr McCarthy reported that the PC could opt for a similar ‘free’ service as essexinfo.net, however, he felt that this may not be the best option long term. It was awkward to navigate, not particularly user friendly for administrators taking over from him and it may not be upgraded as regularly as a paid for service.

Based on the average transfer fees from Hosting Companies which Cllr McCarthy had investigated, a ‘set up’ budget of £1,000 was proposed by him, which was unanimously agreed. This would be a one-off fee with further annual renewal fees in the region of £300-£350 per annum for the platform. Cllr McCarthy also recommended a domain name change to: blackmore.gov.uk  A registrar would deal with this application on behalf of the PC and the bi-annual renewal costs would be in the region of £150. Approval was proposed by Cllr Watley and it was unanimously agreed. Cllr McCarthy will proceed with instructing a suitable supplier.

1142
Litter Pick
The POS Committee is considering bringing forward future Autumn litter picks during better weather as the last one was poorly attended.

CLERK’S REPORT 
1143
The Clerk will be away from the office on one day’s leave on Friday 22nd November. 

1144
 COMMITTEE MEETING

Parks & Open Spaces 
  10.12.19
5.00pm
  Tipps X Remembrance Hall

Planning
  17.12.19
4.30pm
  Blackmore Village Hall

Parish Council:
19.12.19
7.30pm
   Tipps X Remembrance Hall

INFORMATION EXCHANGE / NEXT AGENDA ITEMS – (for discussion only)   

1145
Cllr Cannon reported that she had recently attended volunteer training in the use of a speed gun. Doddinghurst’s speed gun had been taken on for speed surveillance checks. However, she advised that there was the option to upgrade to a more technical speed gun which took photographs and dates and times which could be used by Police in the event of prosecution. Currently the gun used does not have that function.  The cost of this is in the region of £1500 and Cllr Cannon wondered if any other PC’s would be interested in splitting the cost and sharing the use. The Clerk will enquire at the forthcoming BBPCA meeting on 27th November and report back. Cllr Wagland advised that if we wished to purchase it, she would enquire with ‘Safer Essex Roads Partnership’ if any funding was available.
END:
There being no further business, the Meeting was closed by the Chairman at 9.00 pm
(Chairman):___________________________________   Date: __________________________ 
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