MEETING OF THE BLACKMORE, HOOK END

& WYATTS GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Thursday, 15th December 2011 in the Committee Room of Blackmore Village Hall.  Commenced at 7.30pm.  

Members present: Cllr Henwood (Chairman), Cllr Keeble (Vice Chairman), Cllr Bennett, Cllr Sue Wheeler, Cllr Steve Wheeler, Cllr Spiers, Cllr Frost, Cllr McCarthy, Cllr Watley, Cllr Thomas and Cllr Town.  Also Mrs R Nelson (Treasurer) and Susan Barnes (Parish Clerk).

Also present: County Cllr Ann Naylor and Mr Terry Smith, Herald Magazine.

Apologies for absence were received from: Cllr Dean. 

AMENDMENTS

The minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 17th November 2011 were signed by Cllr Henwood as a correct record with the following amendment: Item 1728 – Financial Powers – para.3, line 1 – should read ‘ Mrs Nelson presented the October figures……’ and not September as incorrectly stated.  

DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Nil.

OPEN FORUM

Nil

CORRESPONDENCE

1752
The Clerk had received the new mobile library timetables for January to June 2012 and these would be held on file.

1753
The Clerk had received the latest bus passenger news.  No alterations to Parish Services.

1754
The Clerk had received information from Piggotts, to be held on file.  They are suppliers of the Queens Diamond Jubilee memorabilia and decorative bunting etc. 

1755
The Clerk advised that she had received the Costco membership renewal and asked if it was still required.  It was unanimously agreed it had not been used for some time and therefore, at present, renewal will not be sought.

1756
The Clerk had received the local bus tender round for 2012.  She confirmed there are to be no changes to Parish services at present.

BOROUGH & COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORTS

1757
County Councillor’s report


Ann Naylor had nothing to report other than confirming that cuts are being made in all sectors.     


Borough Councillors’ reports


Cllr’s Henwood and Keeble advised that whilst the Parish Council’s grant recently advised 
remained almost the 
same as the last year’s, showing only a small increase of a few hundred 
pounds, it was 
questioned why Ingatestone’s awarded grant was much higher, an increase of 
approximately 
£11,000 in fact.  Cllr Watley proposed that Cllr Bennett and the Parish Clerk 
write to 
Brentwood Borough Council (BBC) asking how these figures were devised.  This was 
seconded by Cllr Henwood and unanimously agreed.   


Cllr Henwood, as a matter of protocol, reminded all Cllr’s that items discussed in closed Parish 
Council meetings were 
private and confidential and not to be discussed outside of the 
committee room.  Parishioners could review a copy of the minutes after the meeting by 
contacting the Parish Clerk.  

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE

1758
FINANCE

The following cheques were approved for payment and signed:


£
Addressee
Description

28.26


S Barnes


Reimbursement for xmas drinks/nibbles;

-


Essex Pension Fund

pension contribution

-


S Barnes


salary

-


HM Revenue & Customs
Tax/NI contributions  

 391.51


Mr T Smith


Magazine and expenses

 333.43


S Barnes


Reimbursement of bus service paid on 








credit card at Allen Fords  

 -


R Nelson


Book keeping 

  75.00


Petty cash


December petty cash

  54.79


J Oddy & Sons


Goods – inv. 112526,  112731,  112713

 282.00


BBC



inspection of play areas – inv. 2033871

 159.50


Heatherland Ltd

skip hire. Inv. 15961

1260.00

Kelhatch press


magazine. inv.3280

   54.04


Veolia water


water at Blackmore playing field

1493.75

Kevin Stanbridge

inv.0010 – Oct to Nov. (sent too late for 







November cheque run at meeting)

 912.50


Kevin Stanbridge

inv.0011. Nov to Dec invoice

 331.25


Kevin Stanbridge

inv.0012. remaining balance of 









December work’s invoice

 667.00


Matthews plants

planting. Inv. 12541

 528.00


Town & Country Landscapes
inv.559 – tree cutting services

 140.00


S.L.C.C Clerk’s Annual membership renewal











Receipts:

· Cheque from Blackmore Village Hall Committee for reimbursement of recent electricity usage at the Millennium Park.

Payments:

· Public Works Loan Board payment to be debited on 3rd January 2012 for £1,598.14

1759 
FINANCIAL POWERS



Mrs Nelson presented the November figures and all in accordance with the financial reports as distributed by the Clerk prior to the Council meeting.  Mrs Nelson reported that maintenance was still over budget in both environment and recreation and it was agreed that all works requested were considered more carefully for the time being.  


Mrs Nelson also tendered her apologies in advance of the February Parish Council meeting as she would not be able to attend. 


The Clerk advised the Parish Council it had to consider and agree to the new ‘grant partnership’ with BBC.  In conjunction with the letter sent by the Clerk to BBC recently, it was unanimously agreed and the document signed by the Chairman.  The Clerk would forward this to BBC accordingly.  The Clerk also read out BBC’s response relating to contributions or extra insurance cover being extended to Parish Councils under this new arrangement.  BBC advised it was not practicable under the separate insurance policies between the Borough and Parish Council’s as they are run independently of each other.  


The Clerk also read out a letter she had sent to BBC in relation to the recurring problem of the dog bins not being emptied in accordance with the SLA’s in place.  It was proposed by Cllr Keeble, seconded by Cllr Bennett and unanimously agreed that in future, when the yearly contract and invoice is received, instead of the Parish Council paying for the whole year in advance, it pro-rata’s the invoice and pay’s the invoice monthly in arrears whilst the non-compliance is being monitored and to be reviewed once service levels improve.   

1760
COMMUNITY POLICE MEETING


Nothing new to report.

1761
COMMUNITY BUS



The Clerk advised that on a couple of recent hiring’s, one to the Tipps Cross Bowls Club and secondly, Blackmore Cubs, the bus had been unable to start.  It was established the interior lights had been left on by a user for several days which had discharged the battery.  Malcolm Smith of the Blackmore Cubs kindly offered to assist by charging the battery and ensuring the bus would start, which it did.  The Clerk suggested he be offered a ‘free’ hiring next time because of his inconvenience and as a thank you for his help. This was unanimously agreed and   the Parish Council expressed it’s gratitude for his help.    The Clerk also advised the bus had just had its service and there was nothing of note flagged up.

1762
BLACKMORE CENTRE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE


Cllr Keeble reported that all is going well and the problem with the drains is currently being sorted out.  

1763
BLACKMORE SPORTS ARENA – (formerly MUGA)


Cllr Keeble reported that all is going well with regular bookings.

1764
MOBILE LIBRARY

Nothing new to report, all going OK.

1765
BRENTWOOD BOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL ASSOCIATION


Nothing to report at present. 

1766
 ROADWAY RENTS


All paid and up to date until April 2012.

BLACKMORE MILLENNIUM PARK

1767
 PROGRESS REPORT


Cllr Keeble reminded the PC of the jobs to be reviewed in Spring 2012:


Items to be reviewed in spring 2012 –

· Trees and Bund on new car park to be planted

· Cockleshell footpath requires topping up

PLANNING COMMITTEE


The Planning Committee had met at Anvil House, Blacksmiths Alley, Blackmore, on (a) 21st and 22nd November (on site) and also on (b) 5th December and the following plans discussed.  Copies of the minutes were distributed prior to the meeting and all was in accordance with the information supplied.

1768
 PLANS


  (a)  11/01055/FUL – Objections – It was felt that the building was virtually on public footpath/road and out of keeping with the rest of the street and was overdevelopment of a relatively small area – dwelling will be very small.  Dispute on boundary line as marked on plan with no 3.  A large Oak tree has been felled very recently and stood where the building is proposed (application states no trees to fell – already done). 

 
  (b)   11/10133/FUL –  Plot 3, Oak Tree farm, Chelmsford Road - Objections – Queried how the application could even be processed through the system considering that there are currently enforcement orders and an injunction on this land.  Cllr Watley then went on to read out the response received from Christopher Stathers, BBC planning Department in relation to this and retrospective planning procedures.   

1769
OUTSTANDING ENFORCEMENT ISSUES


Bluebell Farm - Spriggs Lane, Blackmore (mobile home)  - The Clerk had chased Christopher Stathers, BBC planning department.  He advised in his letter dated 22nd August 2011 that this item had been chased internally and a new case reference number issued against this case file which had been temporarily lost at BBC.  The outstanding Enforcement Notice dated back to 19th August 2002 and required the removal of the mobile home and he could not at this present time trace any subsequent planning permission for the retention of the mobile home.  He would therefore be investigating this matter further and would update us as soon as possible, and after he had made a further visit to the property.  – No update since this


Plot 3, Oak Tree farm, Chelmsford Road, Blackmore, CM4 0PZ – As above – in relation to retrospective planning application no. 11/10133/FUL.


Land adjacent to Oak Fold, Hook End Rd, Hook End  - Being looked into by BBC in relation to any enforcement action being taken by them as on green belt land – pending update/decision. 


Kiln Farm, Mountnessing Rd, Blackmore – No updates for some time.


Action required: Committee to monitor Oak Fold and further updates from BBC.  Cllr Keeble will monitor for updates on Chelmsford Road site.  Cllr Watley confirmed he will attend relevant BBC planning meetings.  The Clerk would also respond to Andrew Dutton’s request for an update/comments in relation to his proposal presented at the previous PC meeting concerning development of ‘affordable housing’ in Red Rose Lane, Blackmore.  The Clerk was asked to respond with the excerpt from those relevant minutes as follows: 


Plans had not yet been submitted to Brentwood Borough Council (BBC) and they wished 
to seek 
the views and support of the Parish Council in advance of this.  All proposal documents and 
tabled plans were not concrete or to scale and were only indicative of the 
type of housing layout 
and scheme they were proposing at this stage.  Within this, was shown to be, a selection of 
affordable housing in accordance with the information supplied and distributed by the Clerk to 
all Councillors prior to the meeting.

 


The general view from the Parish Council was that based on the information and scheme 
layout 
shown was that it was slightly overdeveloped with too many houses in such a concentrated area 
and general access and road safety aspect, especially so near to the Primary School was a 
concern.  The Parish Council would require further information based on the actual plans 
submitted to BBC in order it could properly formulate its comments with the possibility of a 
further ‘special’ meeting being called.        

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

A Meeting of the Environment Committee had been held on Monday 5th December 2011 at Crosshouse, Blackmore.   The items below were in accordance with the minutes with the following updates.

1770
Drain Clearance and Road Sweeping 


In accordance with committee minutes - All being done

1771
Village speed 

In accordance with committee minutes - VAS signs still not coming on at Hook End and St Lawrence Gardens until 39MPH reached despite continual reporting.

1772
Allotments


In accordance with committee minutes - Awaiting R Keeble to speak with Mr Drain

1773
Ponds & posts by pond


In accordance with committee minutes - Still 1 post loose and 1 post missing.  Three holes by bungalow side of pond

1774
Road signs 


In accordance with committee minutes - Monitoring.  

1775
Gunnells Corner – pavement (wheelchair access)

 
In accordance with committee minutes  - Putting on hold until January 2012

1776
Planters


In accordance with committee minutes  - All planters, island and war memorial planted now.  Gift vouchers to volunteers being distributed


AOB


In accordance with Committee meeting minutes, Cllr Town had received a complaint about overgrown weeds on both the Swallows Cross island and Wenlocks Lane island – could the Clerk ask BBC to deal with.


Cllr Town also mentioned that the xmas lights at Blackmore had started to cut out and new one’s may be required next year as these ones are now very old.


 DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  Monday 9th January 2012 – 7.30pm – Crosse House, Blackmore


enw2oHenwood

HERALD MAGAZINE

1777
NEXT EDITION

Terry Smith all is going well with the magazine and the next deadline is the last Friday in January 2012. 

RECREATION COMMITTEE

1778
A Meeting of the Recreation Committee had been held on 29th November 2011.  All was in accordance with the committee meeting minutes distributed prior to the Parish Council meeting.


Ted Marriage Recreation Field


a)  Play bark under swings – Compacted Top soil to be used to fill in ruts temporarily 
b)  Worn swing chains – in hand with Kevin
 


c)  Corroded leg of climbing frame – in hand with Kevin
 


d)  Fire damage to swing – in hand with Kevin



Items to monitor: 

· Emptying of dog waste bins (x2) – as per Clerk’s letter to BBC

· Repair of cracked paint on slide 

· Cabin slide needs wood put back in place

· Gate – Wyatts Green road side repair needed

· Fallen branch reported to Kevin in December – he will attend and securely remove as Ken did                               a temporary repair over xmas period – Kevin has in hand

Mill Lane Play area


a)  Moles – Work completed to date - being monitored 


b)  Swing seat / holes – Being monitored


c)  Outside fence – Some of the holes have been repaired, gaps in chain link fencing above 
middle cross section, needs monitoring 


d)  Slide – work completed but two timbers are completely loose, they could easily be pulled 
off – In hand with Kevin


e)  Kevin to ask Vic to cut back weeds at side entrance which are very overgrown – in hand.


f) Climbing frame - Reported leg corroded – In hand with Kevin 

g)  Matting under swings - As flagged by BBC inspection report – in hand with Kevin


Items to monitor/consider:

· Dog Proof fencing


Walter Hobbs Recreation Field


a)  Football pitches P.L.T./Goal mouths – In hand with RK


b)  Weed growth – In hand with RK – no update


c)  Wood chip – Monitor for now


d)  Goal posts – In hand with Kevin


e)  Hexagonal swings –There are some wooden boards around the area which need replacing.  Kevin to complete urgently – in hand.


f)  Aerial runway – In need of repair and attention – this is being monitored at present 



g) The fencing to the play area  - is now seriously dangerous and the equipment is now in a dire state of repair.  The Clerk informed the PC she had received the estimate from Kevin Stanbridge to complete the work which is in the region of £2,100.  It was proposed by Cllr Bennett, seconded by Cllr Watley and unanimously agreed that this quote be approved and Kevin instructed to undertake the work as soon as weather permits.  The Clerk would confirm this with him.


h) The Parish notice boards are in need of repair and are rotting and letting in water and insect infestations – to be monitored and reviewed in next 6 months.  Clerk advised that the Wyatts Green notice board is sealed shut due to water getting into it and expanding the wood.  The Clerk has instructed Kevin to see to this as soon as possible as this cannot currently be serviced or updated.    



Date of Next Meeting: Tuesday 3rd January 2012 – 7.00pm – Tipps Cross Remembrance 
Hall.

CLERK’S REPORT

1779
 COMMITTEE MEETINGS


Planning
TBC    
8.15 pm
Anvil House, Blacksmiths Alley, Blackmore


Recreation
3.1.12
7.00 pm
Tipps X R Hall


Environment
9.1.12
7.30pm
Crosse house


Parish Council 
19.1.12
7.30 pm
Tipps X R Hall

Tipps X Management 17.1.12
8.00pm
Tipps X R Hall


Tipps X Trustees
7.2.12
8.00pm
Tipps X R Hall



1780
Cllr training days with EALC – The Clerk advised the Parish Council she had spoken with 
the EALC regarding training days and had been advised of the following: Full day new Cllr 
courses cost approximately £65 per Cllr.  There are currently no grants or bursaries available 
for Cllr’s, only for Clerks training.  The other option is for Joy of EALC to attend an evening at 
our Parish meeting place (approximately 2 hours) and costs £255 for up to 7 Cllrs.  For 8 – 14 
Cllrs it will be an additional £85.  The PC advised individual training courses at EALC’s 
premises would be preferable and the Clerk will provide a list of 2012 training days.

OTHER ITEMS


Nil

 


ANY OTHER BUSINESS – (for discussion only)

1781
Red Rose Lane (Rural Housing development proposal) – Andrew Dutton required PC response to their proposal for affordable housing scheme.  Refer to above planning notes.

1782
PA system purchase – To be included in next month’s agenda for decision

1783
Overgrown tree trimming (Between MUGA and tennis courts and Millennium Field at top end of car park – It was proposed by Cllr Sue Wheeler, seconded by Cllr Thomas and unanimously approved that the cheapest quote received by Cllr Keeble of £500 would be split between the Parish Council and Blackmore Village Hall Committee, £250 being paid respectively.  

There being no further business, the Meeting closed at  9.45pm

And was followed with mince pies and refreshments.



