ANNUAL MEETING OF THE BLACKMORE, HOOK END

& WYATTS  GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Thursday, 21st MAY 2015 in the committee room of Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.  
Commenced at 7.30pm.    
Members present:  Cllr Watley, Cllr Keeble, Cllr Bennett,  Cllr McCarthy, Cllr Mason, Cllr Hall, Cllr Spiers, Cllr Town, Cllr Lennon.   Susan Barnes (Parish Clerk) and Rosemarie Nelson (Responsible Financial Officer - RFO) present.
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
The Clerk invited nominations for Chairman. Cllr Watley confirmed he would stand again.  There were no other representations made.  Cllr Keeble proposed Cllr Watley as Chairman, seconded by Cllr Mason and unanimously agreed.  Cllr Watley accepted the post and was duly elected as Chairman for the forthcoming year.  Cllr Watley signed the ‘Declaration of Acceptance of Office as Chairman’ register.

ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN
The Clerk called for nominations for Vice Chairman.  Cllr Bennett proposed Cllr Keeble, seconded by Cllr McCarthy and unanimously agreed.  Cllr Keeble accepted the post and was duly elected as Vice Chairman for the forthcoming year.

ELECTION OF COMMITTEES  
The Clerk called for nominations for committee chairmen and committee members.  The following committees were unanimously agreed and formed as follows:

Recreation Committee

Cllr’s Neil McCarthy (Chairman), Ken Bennett, Roger Keeble, Vic Dean, Peter Mason, Tom Lennon.
Environment Committee
Cllr’s Hazel Town (Chairman), Vic Dean, Mary Spiers, Peter Mason, Tom Lennon and Kathy Frost.

Planning Committee

Cllr’s Andrew Watley (Chairman), Hazel Town, Kathy Frost, Vic Dean, Peter Mason.

Blackmore Millennium Park Committee – This would form part of the Recreation Committee and a separate Fireworks Committee would be set up.  Mrs Nelson would not be on the Recreation Committee but would join the Fireworks Committee.

Policy and Resources Committee

Cllr’s Andrew Watley (Chairman), Ken Bennett, Roger Keeble, Hazel Town, Ted Hall, Madeline Henwood, Susan Barnes (Clerk and Deputy RFO), Rosemarie Nelson (RFO).

Blackmore Parochial Charity Committee

Cllr’s Ken Bennett and Hazel Town.

Parish Mini Bus Committee

Cllr’s Ken Bennett, Andrew Watley and Susan Barnes (Parish Clerk).

Brentwood Borough Parish Council Association (BBPCA)

Cllr’s Andrew Watley (Chairman), Roger Keeble and Susan Barnes (Parish Clerk)

Blackmore Village Hall Committee

Rosemarie Nelson

Parish Magazine Committee

Mr Terry Smith and Mrs Eileen Smith (Editors).

Blackmore Youth Centre Committee

Cllr Roger Keeble

Allotment Committee

Cllr Andrew Watley (Chairman), Rosemarie Nelson (Secretary), Tom Lennon (P Cllr), Keith Lodge, Tony Pavitt, John Webb.
̰
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from:  Councillors Henwood, Dean and Frost.

Also present:  Mr Terry Smith – Herald magazine editor and County Cllr Ann Naylor.

AMENDMENTS TO MINUTES
· The April 2015 minutes were amended as follows: Cheque list: Should have read £75.00 instead of £750.00 for Mr T Smith as this was an invoicing error which has since been amended.  The old cheque was cancelled and a new one raised for £75.00 ready for signing.
· Prior to item 3281 – ‘The meeting then resumed with the following items of business’ should have been after the open forum section and prior to the progress check.
· Item 3287 Blackmore Recycling centre should read Cllr Bennett reported that following the closure of the Crown Corner recycling site, a fast food van has based itself in the area (and not Cllr Spiers as minuted).

DECLARATION OF INTEREST

No Disclosable Pecuniary Interests, Other Pecuniary Interests, or Non-Pecuniary Interests relating to items on the agenda were presented.
OPEN FORUM 
Cllr Watley welcomed the meeting.  There were three residents in attendance.  Concern was expressed regarding the sound of a lot of motorbikes through the Blackmore village at the weekend but the Council had received no complaints or reports on this previously.
It was mentioned that there was also some disturbance to residents last weekend because of the number of people attending or participating in what was thought to be the ‘green belt relay’.  However Cllr Town reported that she lived there and could not report any disturbance at all. The Clerk will contact them and remind them that the area they run through is residential if they could be mindful of this in the future it would be appreciated.
PROGRESS CHECK
To receive reports or updates on items or visits made since the previous ordinary Council meeting or Committee meetings.  In response to a letter from the NHS entitled “Controlled locality determination in relation of H End and W Green” the Clerk had written to them and received a reply which was circulated too all members.  It referenced the services provided by the NHS locally which covered dispensing of medicines to patients promptly from a GP if a pharmacy wasn’t available.  County Cllr Ann Naylor would write to NHS England regarding the confusing content of the letters and the relevance to the Parish Council. 
Cllr Spiers had investigated the booking situation at the new Dr’s Surgery as requested last month.  The main point being that it wasn’t due to multiple bookings being made by patients that appointments were categorised as missed and there were other factors. Cllr Mason did feel that appointments were kept aside each day for urgent appointments and that all other general appointments had a long waiting time.

CORRESPONDENCE
The Clerk reported on the following correspondence received at the Parish Office since the last Ordinary meeting and subsequent committee meetings:-
3317
The Clerk advised that the next round of Parish Liaison Bus Transport meetings were to be held on Tuesday 9th June, 10.00am to 12.00noon. To be held in The Town Hall, Meeting Room No.1.  
3318
The Clerk read out the list of jobs completed by the Brentwood Neighbourhood Action Team (NAT’s) during their visit in May. The Clerk will provide a copy of the list to both the Recreation and Environment Committees. The NAT’s are next scheduled during the first week in September so all lists to be forwarded to either the Clerk or Cllr Keeble.

3319
The Clerk had been contacted by ‘Historic England’ regarding Blackmore War Memorial. They are in the process of compiling a list, subject to criteria from the Secretary of State, compiling a list registering buildings of special architectural or historic interest.  The Clerk read out the details in the letter and the Council asked her to proceed with this.
BOROUGH & COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORTS
3320
County Cllr Ann Naylor wished to congratulate Cllr Henwood’s re-election onto the Borough Council.  Cllr Naylor advised that she had been following up the jobs passed on from the PC but asked if the Clerk could send her another list outlining all outstanding jobs.  She advised that a key person, Kim Shenton, had left ECC and she would continue to follow these jobs up via her new colleague.  Cllr Naylor mentioned the recent PC enquiry to have marked out parking spaces at the site of the old Blackmore recycling centre and required more detailed information on the PC’s requirements. Cllr Keeble had sketched some plans for this and passed them on. Cllr McCarthy said that he would use this rough sketch and will try and produce some computer generated and annotated sketches which the Clerk would forward to Cllr Naylor.

Cllr Keeble reported a Conservative majority of 9 at the recent elections so there was no longer an accord at Brentwood Borough Council and Cllr Louise McKinlay was elected leader.  He advised that Mark Reed was elected Mayor and Noelle Hones was elected Vice Mayor.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE
3321
FINANCE 

ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT – The Clerk presented the following payment schedules and cheques requiring three Member signatures:

£

Addressee


Description

   75.00  
T Smith


Agreed fee (underpaid in 2014/15) in place of cancelled cheque                  

No. 202976 (April)
    -
Essex Pension Fund
Pension (May)

    -
H M Revenue & Customs
TAX & NI Contributions (May)

    75.00
Petty cash
May

    -
S Barnes
Clerk’s salary (May)

 2000.00
Unity Trust Bank
For monthly direct debit payments

   -
Mrs R Nelson
Book Keeping (May)

 406.56
Tower Leasing Ltd
Photocopier lease – first quarterly instalment

  555.11
EALC
EALC & NALC subscription renewal

1117.20
MDL (Anglia)Ltd
Grass cutting schedule – inv.no.60

  750.00
Blackmore Primary School
Pool fund donation – for approval

  148.32
J Oddy & Sons 
inv.128299 & 128181 – allotment/maintenance

  138.99
Studio Spares Ltd
inv. SI1022397 microphone (BVH)

  442.00
BBC
inv. 100150304 cemetery trade waste

1299.88
Arthur J Gallagher Ins.Brokers
Bus insurance renewal 2015/16 – for approval

  159.10
RAC
Bus breakdown cover renewal 2015/16

  398.25
Mr K Stanbridge
Inv.0010 maintenance as per his schedule

    36.00
CPRE
Membership renewal 1.6.15

  225.00
Tipps Cross R Hall
Office rent (quarterly fee)

 1240.00
John Bell
Posts (The Green) & extra invoice amount



      
 It was RESOLVED that:

(i) The statutory basis for this item be noted as the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2011;

(ii) The List of Payments is approved as presented in the schedule.

Receipts: As advised by the Clerk
· Notification from BBC for payment of the Parish Precept for 2015/16.  All correct.
Invoice raised for £1270.89 to Blackmore Village Hall for loan repayment – pending receipt of payment.

Resolution: The Council considered the donation of £750 towards the Blackmore Primary School swimming pool funds. It was proposed by Cllr Bennett, seconded by Cllr Mason and unanimously agreed that the Clerk would send the donation accompanied by a letter requesting dates of availability for Parishioners during the summer holidays to be received as soon as possible.

Parish Council Insurance Renewal: The Clerk advised that she had investigated alternative insurance quotes.  The most competitive like-for-like quotation received was from Zurich Insurance.  The existing Insurance supplier, AON, had set up parish insurance cover with Mavern Ltd who it appeared had restructured the policy and offered blanket cover only, which resulted in over-insuring, and it had been noticed that they had even insured for unwanted items such as freezer contents cover.  This was queried with them and the Clerk was advised that this was the new policy structure and they had dispensed with using the Parish Council’s own list of assets and providing a breakdown schedule as in previous years.  The revised quote including the mid-term additions was £3,037.46, which showed an increase of £332.19 on last year’s policy.  The Clerk advised that she had received a quotation from Zurich showing an annual saving of over £1,300 and the PC’s list of assets was clearly stated in the schedule as preferred. This was considered and it was proposed by Cllr Mason, seconded by Cllr Hall and unanimously agreed that the Clerk was asked to instruct Zurich to go ahead with the cover commencing 1st June 2015 and the renewal invitation would be declined in writing with AON. The Clerk would discuss with Zurich the inclusion of the allotment fencing as well as the new play ground equipment and to ensure that the policy included all mid-term additions etc. It was understood that there would be a slight increase to the premium as quoted but it would still show a significant saving based on the cover actually required.  Cover was not required for the Parish Christmas lights.
The Clerk obtained two further Councillor Signatures on the Tower leasing agreement for the new photocopier.

A cheque was raised for signing for the replacement microphone at Blackmore village hall for £138.99 as delivered to the Clerk’s office on 15.5.15. The microphone was passed to Tony Pavitt for testing prior to the Blackmore village fayre weekend.

3322    FINANCIAL REPORTS:  Financial Reports to 30th April 2015
In accordance with the reports distributed prior to the meeting, Mrs Nelson (RFO) reported that the allotment fencing had been allocated in the accounts although much of this had been funded by the grant received.  Payments had been made to BBC for litter collections. The Herald magazine bill had also been paid. The precept and LCTS grant of £32,000 had been received from BBC last month. Mrs Nelson also confirmed that Blackmore village hall would be paying the £1270.89 as soon as possible. The Blackmore Village Hall kitchen donation of £750 given by the PC had been gratefully received by them and they had since sent a copy of their annual accounts as requested. All in order.  A PC seal had been purchased to apply a seal on all future contracts and deeds, such as the allotment title deed documents.

Cllr Bennett advised that there had been a fair amount of allocated expenditure that had not gone through before the end of the financial year (March).  Therefore, reserves had been made such as the Walter Hobbs drainage and the allotment fencing invoice.
It was RESOLVED that:

(i) the statutory basis for this item be noted as the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2011; and,

(ii)       The April 2015 Financial Reports be noted with no other action necessary.
3323
Roadway Rents 2015

The Clerk has invoiced, pending payments.

3324
COMMUNITY POLICE MEETING

Nothing new to report.
3325
COMMUNITY BUS



The Clerk reported that she had taken care of the bus service, MOT and road Tax. All in order.  A cheque was raised for the annual insurance renewal of £1299.88 which included the Commercial legal expenses cover.  A cheque had also been raised for £159.10 for the annual RAC breakdown cover.  All approved.  
3326
BLACKMORE CENTRE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE

Cllr Keeble reported that the new kitchen had been completed and was being well used.
3327
BLACKMORE SPORTS ARENA – (formerly MUGA)

Cllr Keeble reported that the MUGA area had been cleaned and tidied up after reports of rubbish and it was now looking tidy.
3328
MOBILE LIBRARY
Mr Smith advised that reassessments were being made but presently there were no change to services.
3329
BRENTWOOD BOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL ASSOCIATION
  The next meeting, which was scheduled for 3rd June 2015 had been put back to 10th June and to be held in the committee room of the Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall at 7pm.  Cllr Watley would be chairing the meeting.  It was hoped that guest speakers would be there including Gordon Glenday, Head of BBC planning.
3330      Blackmore recycling area  


As covered under item 3320, Cllr McCarthy would supply the Clerk with drawings depicting the parking required at the old recycling site which she would forward to County Cllr Ann Naylor.  The Clerk will also seek quotes as necessary.  The Clerk will check with Roy Ormsby, BBC if the PC can take the metal railings down. 
BLACKMORE MILLENNIUM PARK

3331
 PROGRESS REPORT

Cllr McCarthy had received a complaint regarding the newly installed dog fouling posters as she felt that she was being watched even though she regularly cleans up after her dog. However, it was pointed out that these posters were aimed at those less conscientious dog walkers who didn’t pick up after their dogs.  The Clerk has enquired with BBC the dog fouling measures they have in place in Brentwood as new bye-law signs may have to be erected as old signage at the recreation areas are now obsolete.

Cllr Keeble advised that the old bonfire site needed clearing up again and the Clerk was asked to instruct Kevin to take care of this.


PLANNING COMMITTEE
3332
 PLANS

The following planning meetings were held since the last ordinary council meeting.  All in accordance with the planning reports made by the committee.

14th April  – Applications discussed: 

15/00226/S191 – The Bull, Church Street, Blackmore.CM4 0RN – Change of use from public house on ground floor and living accommodation on upper floor to residential use of whole building – The PC strongly objected to this application – In accordance with the committee report.  Cllr Keeble had been discussing this with BBC and he had been advised that the PC could register this building as a ‘Community Asset’ to protect it.  The Clerk was asked to contact BBC and enquire for more information on this. Cllr Keeble will liaise with BBC planning to organise a meeting with BBC and Cllr Watley to discuss this application and the PC’s views in more detail. 

21st April – Applications discussed:

15/00396/FUL – No objections


5th May – Applications discussed:

15/00428/FUL – No objections


15/00435/FUL – No objection to change of use of the garage or the bay window. A concern with the new garage that it may be a little over bearing on Pentlands.  The varying ground levels were noted as this could accentuate the height of the garage on the neighbour.


15/00159/FUL – Objections raised to the new garage.


15/00511/FUL – No objections


15/00483/FUL – No objections

15/00479/FUL & 15/00480/LBC – Foundations and steel supports to stabilise brick boundary wall – Jericho Priory, Church St, Blackmore. CM4 0RN. Objections raised, as before.  Refer to committee minutes.


18th May – Applications discussed:

15/00545/FUL – No objections


15/00551/FUL – No objections
3333
OUTSTANDING ENFORCEMENT ISSUES 
 
Cllr Watley reported that he had chased Gordon Glenday, Planning Department at BBC regarding outstanding enforcements as well as the ‘Jericho’ wall and Pixies Halt.  He was advised that another application had been submitted by Mr Brown regarding the wall which was in fact very similar to the previously rejected one.  Paulette at BBC was currently looking into this as the planning committee felt this to be totally unreasonable and time wasting.


Regarding Pixies Halt, Cllr Watley understood that the PC did not own that strip of land then it should be of interest to Highways who would probably still have ownership of this.  BBC confirmed with him that they had sent someone to look at it but still no further updates available from them.  Cllr Bennett advised that now the neighbour had taken to parking on the grass verge which is in fact owned by the PC as he obviously felt this was acceptable.  Cllr Keeble would put this over to Trevor Baker, ECC Highways Department for him to consider and in the meantime Cllr Watley will contact BBC to ask if permission was sought for the dropped kerb or who permitted vehicle access and parking over what is effectively Highways land.

 ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

There was a meeting of the Environment Committee on 11th May 2015 and copies of the 
minutes were distributed by the Clerk prior to the meeting.  

· The Council received and accepted the Committee meeting minutes and the following discussions took place relating to items:
3334
Parish Speed – In accordance with Committee minutes.
3335
Allotments

Cllr Watley is looking into prices for barred gates to act as a deterrent to gaining unlawful access or fly tipping on the new entrance hard standing.  Cllr Watley obtained two Cllr signatures on the Tenancy Agreement documents at the meeting.
3336
Ponds

Cllr Town is looking into grass seeding certain areas. In hand with committee.
3337
Posts – The Green, Blackmore

Cllr Town had received the invoice for £960 for the agreed work to install the posts on the Green.  There was however an additional invoice for £280 for unforeseen additional concrete removal from the old post holes.  Cllr Keeble proposed, seconded by Cllr Town and agreed that this be accepted and the cheque was raised for signing.
3338
Chelmsford Road – island at junction



The Clerk reported that she had met with Cllr Town and the ECC Highways Rangers on 13.5.15. It was advised by them that 4 tonnes of top soil would be required. The Clerk had subsequently obtained comparative quotations for supply, the most cost effective was from PW Keene of £30 plus VAT per tonne of loose top soil which included delivery to Blackmore. The Clerk had also contacted Tracy Lynch, BBC as advised by the Rangers who might be able to supply the top soil with their supplier at a cheaper rate. Although the Clerk had chased this, no reply was forthcoming. It was therefore agreed not to delay this and it was proposed by Cllr Hall, seconded by Cllr Mason and unanimously agreed that the Clerk would purchase this with PW Keene and progress the job with the Highway Rangers, weather and schedules permitting. 
3339
Christmas lights – Kiln Field, Wyatts Green
In hand with the Parish Clerk. Order being processed with Piggotts Ltd.
3340
Bins
In accordance with the committee minutes.
3341  
Deeds – Soap House Footpath fence (ownership)

In accordance with the committee minutes.
3342
Bench quotations supplied by Clerk
In hand with the Committee.  Evaluating options supplied by Clerk.
3343
(Other)- Missing Cats Eyes

Cllr Town reported that some had been marked in red paint and some were tar macced over. The Clerk was advised to contact Sonia Church at ECC regarding this. 
HERALD MAGAZINE

3344
NEXT EDITION

Terry Smith advised that the magazine was ready to be delivered shortly.
RECREATION COMMITTEE
There was a committee meeting held on 12th May 2015 and the minutes were circulated prior to the meeting.  

· The Council received and accepted the Committee meeting minutes and the following items of business discussed.
3345
Ted Marriage Field
In accordance with the committee minutes, Cllr McCarthy had visited the Essex Archives and the title deeds to see if ‘organised sports’, such as soccer coaching, could be permitted on this land.  Cllr McCarthy had provided an extensive report of is findings which was circulated prior to the meeting.  It appeared that games of this nature were NOT permitted.  New signage would need to reflect this as the old signs and the bye-laws mentioned were now obsolete. The Clerk had contacted BBC to ask what current bye-laws they used for their recreation areas and also guidance on dog control measures. However, to date there had been no response so she continues to chase.
3346
Mill Lane Play Area
Refer to recreation minutes (May).
3347
Walter Hobbs Recreation Field and Play Area
Refer to recreation minutes (May).
The Clerk advised that the missing bolts to the nest swing which had been removed/lost had been replaced and repaired by Playquip Leisure which they had kindly done free of charge.  Playquip felt that these had been deliberately removed as the bolts have thread adhesive in them making it extremely difficult to remove through general wear and tear.  They also inspected and repaired any other loose fittings to avoid any future problems. These spares are no longer available but they were able to carry out this small job from spares they had in stock. In future similar bolts would have to be used if the problem happened again.  The situation is to be monitored.

The Clerk is obtaining quotes for replacement benches and picnic tables where Kevin cannot repair the old ones. 

Cllr Keeble advised that the earth quaking job had been completed at the Walter Hobbs field and the recent re-seeding would need watering. He will use the water by the cricket square.

3348 
Outdoor Gym Equipment 

The Clerk had submitted grant applications to both ECC for the CIF funding and BBC for the Community funding, pending decisions in September (closing date).
3349
GRASS CUTTING CONTRACTS – ALL AREAS WITHIN THE PARISH
All going okay and being monitored.
3350    CLERK’S REPORT

The Clerk advised that she was progressing with the CILCA qualification, time permitting and she was in the final stages of completing the last few remaining modules for submission.  This was very involved and had taken up more time than at first anticipated.

3351
 COMMITTEE MEETINGS


Environment
  8/6/15
7.30 pm
Crosse House, Blackmore

Recreation 
  9/6/15
7.00pm
Tipps X Remembrance Hall


Parish Council
 18/6/15
7.30 pm
Tipps X Remembrance Hall 
3352
Brentwood Borough Council – Local Development Plan Consultation 

 
Cllr Keeble would speak with BBC regarding their LDP lead times and time frames as the Clerk reported that this was not evident on their website. 
3353
Superfast Essex, broadband 


No further updates at present

3354
The future of Blackmore Post Office

Cllr Keeble advised that options were still being investigated. The Co Op, Blackmore was not interested in having it in their building. The option of having it on the old squash court at BVH was still being considered.   


The future of the Tipps Cross Post Office 

Nothing further to report at present from Cllr Hall.
3355
Defibrillators   

The Clerk continues to chase for a response.
3356
Street Light – Nine Ashes Road, near the village hall - Cllr Keeble advised that the street light on Nine Ashes Road, by the village hall was being fixed.
3357
Light pollution at Cherry Trees on the corner of Poplar Close, Blackmore – Cllr Spiers had previously reported that the newly installed lighting on “Cherry Trees” was of an unnecessarily bright level and as a result, constituted light pollution in the local area.    The Clerk is contacting BBC to obtain the regulations covering lighting levels, especially as these affect local residents.   Similar problems are evident where residents have installed bright lights on their gate posts (especially in Hook End Road) which can create problems to drivers.    
INFORMATION EXCHANGE / NEXT AGENDA ITEMS – (for discussion only)   

3358
Tree outside the Co Op, Blackmore – Cllr Town reported that the wall surrounding the tree is in need of repair again.  The committee will look at the wall and consider this at the next Environment committee meeting.

3359
Notice board, village Green, Blackmore – Cllr Town mentioned this was in need of servicing. The Clerk advised that the padlock that had been recently fitted by Kevin had no key so she would have to discuss replacing the padlock for a new one with Kevin.
3360
In accordance with the ‘Declaration of Interest’ rules, Cllr Keeble advised that as he had been elected by BBC to join their planning committee he would not be in the position to comment on any PC planning application decisions in the future. This will be observed at all PC meetings.

 3361
County Cllr Naylor tendered her apologies for the June PC meeting as she will be on holiday.
END:
There being no further business, the Meeting was closed by the Chairman at 9.55 pm
Signed (Chairman):___________________________________   Date: __________________________ 
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