ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE BLACKMORE, HOOK END

& WYATTS  GREEN PARISH COUNCIL
Held on Thursday, 16th May 2013 in the Committee Room of Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.  Commenced at 7.30pm.  

Members present: Cllr Watley (Chairman), Cllr Keeble (Vice Chairman), Cllr Bennett, Cllr McCarthy, Cllr Dean, Cllr Frost, Cllr Town, Cllr Mason, Cllr Spiers and Cllr Hall.  Also present, Susan Barnes (Parish Clerk) and Rosemarie Nelson (Treasurer).
Apologies for absence were received from: Rosemarie Nelson (Treasurer) and Cllr Henwood. 

Also present: Terry Smith, Herald Magazine and County Cllr Ann Naylor.

AMENDMENTS
The April 2013 minutes were signed by Cllr Watley as a correct record with the following amendments:

Cllr Frost was not present at the April meeting and the reference to ‘pendennis’ on page 7 should have been ‘Cherry Down’. 

DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Nil. 

ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

The Clerk invited nominations for Chairman.  Cllr Watley confirmed he would stand again. There were no other representations made.  Cllr Dean proposed Cllr Watley as Chairman, seconded by Cllr Frost and unanimously agreed.  Cllr Watley accepted the post and was duly elected as Chairman for the forthcoming year. 

ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN

The Clerk called for nominations for Vice Chairman.  Cllr Mason proposed Cllr Keeble which was seconded by Cllr Spiers.  This was unanimously agreed and Cllr Keeble accepted the post as Vice Chairman for the forthcoming year. 

OPEN FORUM

Cllr Watley welcomed the meeting.  There were two residents in attendance.  In view of the recent Brentwood Borough Councils (BBC) Neighbourhood Housing Needs Survey sent to an allocated number of residents within the Borough, One resident expressed an interest in assisting with any working party as the need arises in relation to working on a Neighbourhood plan should the Parish Council (PC) proceed with this at some stage in the future.  The resident would email the Clerk with her details. 

The open forum concluded at 7.40pm. The two Parishioners remained to listen to proceedings.

ELECTION OF COMMITTEES

The Clerk handed to all present an up to date list of all Cllrs details and committee details.  The Clerk asked if there were any alterations or additions to the Committees as outlined.  Cllr Hall was added to the P&R Committee and he confirmed he would attend ad-hoc committee meetings where he would be required or could benefit the meeting.  

Cllr’s Town and Bennett were included in the Blackmore Parochial Trust Committee.  All other Committees would remain the same.  The 2013/14 would form as per the following:

Recreation Committee
Cllrs Neil McCarthy (Chairman), Ken Bennett, Roger Keeble, Vic Dean, Peter Mason.

Environment Committee
Cllrs Hazel Town (Chairman), Vic Dean, Andrew Watley, Mary Spiers, Peter Mason.

Planning Committee
Cllrs Andrew Watley (Chairman), Hazel Town, Kathy Frost, Vic Dean, Peter Mason.

Millennium Park Committee 

Cllrs Roger Keeble (Chairman), Ken Bennett, Rosemarie Nelson (Treasurer).

Policy and Resources Committee
Cllrs Andrew Watley (Chairman), Ken Bennett, Roger Keeble, Hazel Town, Ted Hall, Rosemarie Nelson.

Blackmore Parochial Charity Committee
Cllrs Ken Bennett, Hazel Town.

Blackmore Community Bus Committee
Susan Barnes (Parish Clerk), Cllrs Ken Bennett, Andrew Watley.

BBPCA Committee
Cllrs Andrew Watley, Roger Keeble.

Blackmore Village Hall Committees
Rosemarie Nelson

Parish Magazine Committee
Terry and Eileen Smith (Editors)

Blackmore Youth Centre Committee
Cllr Roger Keeble

MUGA Committee
Cllrs Roger Keeble (Chairman), Ken Bennett (Secretary), Mr Blackwell and Mr Barclay.
PRESENTATION – AHMADIYYA MUSLIM ASSOCIATION

Mr Karim Hayat and Mr Tahir Ahmad of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Association gave a presentation to promote their Centenary Exhibitions which they were holding at various locations around the Country.  The Exhibitions were in support of their service to this Country and to promote peace and harmony and help put a stop to extremism.  The Members of the Council and members of the public were invited to attend the next exhibition which was to be held at Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall on Saturday 18th May 2013 at 10am – 3pm.  Dignitaries were invited which included the Mayor of Brentwood, Madeline Henwood and the Rt Hon. Eric Pickles.  The meeting was very informative and the Cllrs who would be available to attend would confirm with the Clerk.  The Clerk had advertised the exhibition on the Parish Notice Boards and confirmed the Mayor’s attendance.  She would also contact the Gazette to request their attendance as the Association had not received confirmation of this as well as give invitations to the local schools although this was deemed to be at too short notice.  After the presentation Mr Hayat and Mr Ahmad thanked the PC for its time and support and left the meeting.  The meeting then resumed with the following:
CORRESPONDENCE
The Clerk reported on the following correspondence received at the Parish Office:-
2380
The Clerk had received the May 2013 alteration to the register of Electors – filed.

2381
The Clerk had received the BBC notification of road closures during the Blackmore Village fayre during the weekend of 26th and 27th May 2013. 

2382
The Clerk had received notification from BBC that it would be carrying out a housing needs survey on 15th May 2013 and would therefore be posting survey forms to a percentage of households within the Borough on a random basis.  

2383
The Clerk had received both an email and telephone call from a company called Bidwells 
relating to housing development of the land between Red Rose Lane, Orchard Piece and 
Fingrith Hall Lane.  The company said that the land owner may be keen to sell but at present 
there were no plans.   The Clerk explained that as with recent discussions relating to green belt 
parcels within the Parish, without neighbourhood surveys and a need established for rural 
development the PC would not support any development of the green belt. 

2384  
The Clerk informed the PC that there was a planning training presentation being organised by 
Jennifer Candler, Head of Planning, BBC.  Date to be confirmed.  The Clerk, Andrew Watley 
and members of the planning committee would attend.

2385
The Clerk had received an email from BBC regarding their ‘Neighbourhood Action Plan’.  
These were dates that BBC would carry out any recommended Parish Works on set scheduled 
dates.  Cllr Keeble will hold a list of works along with the Clerk of any works the PC feel need 
actioning first.

2386
The Clerk read out details of an email received from BBC regarding the ‘Community Initiatives 
Funding’ pot.  They have a surplus £72,000 of un-spent money from the LSP which no longer 
meets.  This money will be spread over a three year period equating to £24,000 per annum up to 
2016 towards the ‘Brentwood Community Fund’. 

BOROUGH & COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORTS
2387
County Cllr Ann Naylor reported that the pot holes and broken kerb stones as constantly reported in the Borough are finally in the process of being repaired.  Cllr Naylor had continued to chase for the improvement of the bad conditions of the roads and the Clerk had also reported several problems within the Parish to ECC.  The Clerk confirmed that she had noticed that the pot holes along Wyatts Green Road were in the process of being filled and there had been a lot of recent activity by ECC Highways contractors over the past few days.  Being monitored.


Cllr Roger Keeble advised that Cllr Madeline Henwood had been elected Mayor of Brentwood at BBC’s AGM on 15.5.13.  The PC wished her every success in her new role.  

 REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE
2388
FINANCE

The following cheques were approved for payment and signed:
£


Addressee


Description
306.97


W Hart Cars


Bus annual service

  10.00


EPFA



Playing field competition entry fee 








(RCCE cheque no. 202770 cancelled)

  -


Essex Pension Fund

May ’13 

  -


S Barnes


May Salary

  -


HM Revenue & Customs
May NI/Tax

  -


R Nelson


May - Book keeping

   75.00


Petty Cash


May

 201.00


RAC



Bus – breakdown cover renewal

   38.00


Digital Design


Parish Spring clean banners

 786.41


MD Landscapes

Inv.2185 – grass cutting

 487.50


B/More Parochial Charities
May/June/July

 750.00


B/More Primary School

Pool Donation

1262.50

K Stanbridge


Inv. 06/13 – Maintenance

   87.12


J Oddy & Sons


Inv. 118406 – maintenance supplies

Receipts:
· Nothing to report. 
Payments:
· In accordance with the cheque run.

2389
FINANCIAL POWERS

The Clerk raised the matter of cheque signing and availability.  She had experienced on various occasions, difficulty in obtaining three signatures on last minute urgent cheques which had had to be raised.  It was proposed by Cllr Mason, Seconded by Cllr Keeble and unanimously agreed that four cheques would be raised in advance at the PC monthly meeting which two Cllrs would sign at the meeting.  The third signature could then be sought at the time the cheque was required.  This would avoid future problems of this nature.  The PC was still awaiting the business credit card and the Clerk confirmed that this was in hand with Mrs Nelson who continually chased for an update from Barclays Bank.

In Rosemarie Nelson’s absence, Cllr Bennett reported on the financial matters.  Cllr Bennett reported that the PC had received the first half of the compensation grant and precept from BBC of £28,950.  Cllr Keeble advised that the Blackmore Village Hall Committee had decided it was now in the position to start repaying the loan to the PC commencing April 2013.  

2390
COMMUNITY POLICE MEETING

Nothing new to report.
2391
COMMUNITY BUS



Nothing new to report. 
2392
BLACKMORE CENTRE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE

Nothing new to report
2393
BLACKMORE SPORTS ARENA – (formerly MUGA)

Cllr Keeble confirmed all running OK at present.


2394
MOBILE LIBRARY

The Clerk reported the mobile library had been at Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall today.  All services running OK.

2395
BRENTWOOD BOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL ASSOCIATION

Nothing new to report.  Cllr Keeble would attend the next meeting scheduled in May 2013.

2396
ROADWAY RENTS (2013)

The Clerk confirmed these had been invoiced in April – pending payments.

BLACKMORE MILLENNIUM PARK
2397
 PROGRESS REPORT


Cllr Keeble advised that he was in the process of obtaining quotations for the replenishment of the cockleshell footpath. Cllr Keeble also reported that the unofficial bonfire pile had been greatly reduced and he was monitoring the situation.  The children were no longer able to use articles from the pile of wood to make bicycle ramps etc.   


PLANNING COMMITTEE
2398
 PLANS
The Clerk had distributed the planning committee meeting minutes prior to the meeting.  The following plans were discussed at the sub committee meeting:
Meeting: 29thth April 2013    


12/00974/FUL – No objections.

Meeting 15th May 2013 
13/00260/FUL – Objection based on infringing green belt land and the openness of green belt area.


Cllr Watley reported that in relation to the Bull Public House, Blackmore and the planning 
applications made for two dwellings in the beer garden, he had written to Rt. Hon. Eric Pickles 
regarding this and had received a  letter back from Mr Nick Bowles, MP for the Department for 
communities and Local Government.  He read the letter to the meeting.  Cllr Watley also 
confirmed that he had written to the Rt Hon. Eric Pickles and included the PC’s report given to 
BBC and had received a reply from his office stating that as Mr Pickles is Minister for Planning 
anything he says about planning matters is considered to be quasi judicial. He is therefore 
advised not to make comment on any planning issues.


The Clerk was asked to send her previous letter she sent to English Heritage, to the CEO of 
English Heritage.  
2399
OUTSTANDING ENFORCEMENT ISSUES – 

Bluebell Farm - Spriggs Lane, Blackmore (mobile home)  - (History):  The Clerk had previously chased Christopher Stathers, BBC planning department.  He advised in his letter dated 22nd August 2011 that this item had been chased internally and a new case reference number issued against this case file which had been temporarily lost at BBC.  The outstanding Enforcement Notice dated back to 19th August 2002 and required the removal of the mobile home and he could not at this present time trace any subsequent planning permission for the retention of the mobile home.  He would therefore be investigating this matter further and would update us as soon as possible, and after he had made a further visit to the property.  – Still awaiting update.

Plot 2, Oak Tree Farm, Chelmsford Road, Blackmore  –

The Clerk advised the appeal hearing was scheduled for 10am on 21st May 2013 at BBBC, Town Hall Chambers.


Plot 3, Oak Tree farm, Chelmsford Road, Blackmore, CM4 0PZ –

Cllr Keeble advised that the appeal hearing in the High Court had been deferred to 7th June 2013



Land adjacent to Oak Fold, Hook End Rd, Hook End  - (History): Being looked into by BBC in relation to any enforcement action being taken by them as on green belt land –  Still pending update/decision. 


Kiln Farm, Mountnessing Rd, Blackmore – No updates for some time.


Pixies Halt – To be added back onto the outstanding enforcements list – grass frontage been 
removed and replaced with driveway or hard standing.  This belongs to the Highways.



Action required: The new parking space which had been created at Elmfield, Near Twites Farm.  Cllr Watley to raise with BBC and ask they look into this.
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE
There had been a meeting of the Environment Committee on 8th May 2013.  All was in accordance with those minutes with the following exceptions.

2400
Drain clearance and road sweeping 
All OK.

2401
Village speed
Cllr Town raised the problem of continued speed through the villages.  The Clerk advised that 
the Police had advised they would be prepared to train Parish Volunteers in the use of speed guns 
or village speed checks to be carried out.  This was not considered to be a solution or a 
responsibility of the Parishioners by the Parish Council.  The Clerk was asked to write to the 
Chief Executive, Nick Olston, of the Essex Police (Chelmsford) and ask what is being done in 
regards to speeding traffic and measures which can be put in place to deter this.   

2402
Allotments
Still looking for suitable site.

2403
Village pond - flooding
The triangle island adjacent to the pond at Chelmsford Road could not be reinstated by ECC until such time that the flooding concerns had been resolved.  Cameras could only be used to investigate the problem once the water levels had dropped with an improvement in the wet weather conditions.  This is being dealt with by both Cllr Keeble and John Caton.  
2404
Gunnells Corner – pavement (wheelchair access)

Nothing new to report regarding wheelchair access.  The Clerk reported that the tidying work had been carried out in relation to the felled branches and debris and the bus stop had also been repaired and re-painted.
2405
Replacement tree on the pond
In hand with Cllr Town.

2406
Notice Boards
In hand with Cllr Town.  Cllr Town, Cllr Dean and Cllr Mason had visited the All Saints Church at Springfield, Chelmsford to look at their notice boards which were of a plastic composite material and one being considered by the Committee.  Cllr Town had provided measurements to the supplier and was awaiting quotes.

2407
Bicycle Rack – Blackmore

Cllr Town reported this is being well used.

2408
Christmas lights

Cllr Mason is obtaining quotations.

2409
Parish Spring Clean – 4th May

Cllrs reported that this was a successful event and lots of rubbish had been collected with a good 
turn out from Parishioners.
2410
Parish Planters

In hand with Cllr Town.  

2411
Loose kerb stones – Plovers Mead

The Clerk had reported and this work was scheduled to be completed by ECC.  Being monitored.

2412
Ditches – Loose felled debris

The Clerk had reported this and work was being undertaken by BBC.  Any outstanding items 
would be added to the Parish two day taster days which BBC was organising 

 DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  10th June 2013 – 7.30pm at Crosse House, Church St, Blackmore.


enw2oHenwo
HERALD MAGAZINE
2413
NEXT EDITION
Terry Smith advised that all was going OK at present.  The June edition was currently at the printers.

RECREATION COMMITTEE
2414
A Meeting of members of the Recreation Committee had taken place on Tuesday 11th April 
2013 at Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.  All was in accordance with those minutes distributed 
by the Clerk previously.  
Ted Marriage Recreation Field
B.11.11 Corroded climbing frame. No longer an issue (remove from Agenda)

Cllr Dean presented a written report on the facilities. This showed that the grounds and equipment are in good order but the two dog waste bins were already at capacity at the start of the Bank Holiday weekend. One litter bin was almost full and the other by the play area was damaged and separated from its base. This was to be reported to the Clerk. Cllr Mason will take over the monthly inspections from June.  The Clerk will ask Kevin to inspect and repair where possible.

Mill Lane Recreation Field
E.11.11 Climbing frame. No longer an issue (remove from Agenda)

Written inspection report submitted. No items of concern

Walter Hobbs Recreation Field
Written inspection report submitted.

Cllr Keeble noted the continuing poor state of the dog-proof fencing and the need for weed treatment in the area plus grass top-dressing and seeding of the sport fields. Metal shackles fitted by the council's contractor to shorten the lengths of swing chains had proved inadequate for the task. Cllr Keeble produced an example of the fitment which had split in two when a teenage boy sat on a swing. He would research the matter and advise accordingly.  The Clerk was subsequently asked to speak with Kevin regarding suitable fitments.  The Clerk would order the appropriate components.

Dog waste: The Committee compiled a colour coded map locating the dog and ordinary waste bins in and around the recreation areas. This is to assist in the plan to decommission all dog bins where suitable alternatives already exist or provide a dual-purpose replacement and to replace or remove the few litter bins that at present cannot receive dog waste. Cllrs Dean and Mason will liaise with the Environment Committee on the issue.
Grant progress Report (Walter Hobbs Play area incorporating surrounding fence)

a)  Grant with Essex Environment Trust – (Deeds) – The Clerk and Cllr Watley had signed the deed and the Clerk had processed this with Essex Environment Trust (EET).  All on schedule.  


b) Other Grant applications sought – The Clerk had submitted a preliminary application for the remaining £16,000 to the Big Lottery Fund ‘Reaching Communities’ award and reported that this application did not meet the criteria required and had therefore been rejected.  The Committee were very disappointed with this result.  The Clerk was asked to contact the three play equipment suppliers and ask them to generate an overview outlining their proposals and possible assistance they could offer in obtaining grant funding on the PC’s behalf.  An idea of expected associated costs, results and time frames could then be considered by the Committee in order they could make an informed decision in choosing the best supplier to work with.    

c)  Suppliers – The Clerk was asked to liaise with the three companies involved in the tender process as specified above.

Items to monitor – all recreation areas:  Inspection reports (BBC) for both play area inspections and dog waste services.  The Clerk continues to experience problems with BBC’s contractor supplying the inspection/service sheets which should be supplied monthly.

Date of next meeting:  Tuesday 11th June 2013 at 7pm – Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.
 




         .    
CLERK’S REPORT
2415
Real Time PAYE reporting with HM Revenue and Customs – The Clerk had reported that all teething problems were now resolved and both the PC and Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall were both online. 
2416
 COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Environment
  10.6.13
7.30 pm
Crosse House, Blackmore


Planning

TBC
Anvil House, Blackmore


Recreation
11.6.13
7.00 pm
Tipps X R Hall   


Parish Council: 
20.6.13
7.30pm
Tipps X R Hall


ANY OTHER BUSINESS – (for discussion only)-    

2417
Cllr Dean raised the ongoing concerns relating to the very unreliable service of the 261 bus.  In 
addition to this he reported the buses had rubbish obstructing the entrance which was deemed 
to be potentially hazardous and the bus drivers did not feel it was concern enough for them to 
move the items of debris.  The Clerk would provide him with the name of the Managing 
Director whom she had spoken with so he could make contact.

2418 
Cllr Spiers raised the idea of bee keeping within the Parish.  With the diminishing bee 
population she questioned if it was something the PC could get involved with or local 
Parishioners, farmers and land owners to site bee hives on suitable pockets of land and where 
wild meadows could be planted to promote this eco environment.  Cllr Mason will pass a 
leaflet to the vicar at St Laurence’s Church, Blackmore and discuss. 

2419
Cllr Keeble re-confirmed that he wished to step down from the responsibility of organising the 
Parish fireworks display and suggested the idea of a separate committee to work on this.  He 
has put in place alternatives with suitable replacements and was working on this before 
stepping down from the role.
2420
Cllr Keeble had spoken with the person responsible for the cricket ground at Walter Hobbs, Blackmore who had asked Kevin to carry out works to the over-hanging shrubs and trees.  He reported that as Kevin was working in this area he was asked to quickly remedy the problem of overhanging trees and the job only took a few minutes.  The meeting was reminded that all future requests must come via the Parish Clerk. 
 


There being no further business, the Meeting closed at 9.50pm



