ANNUAL MEETING OF THE BLACKMORE, HOOK END

& WYATTS  GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Thursday, 17th MAY 2018 in the committee room of Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.  
Commenced at 7.30pm.    
Members present:  Cllr McCarthy, Cllr Keeble, Cllr Bennett, Cllr Mason, Cllr Lennon, Cllr Lockhart, Cllr Watley.  Susan Clapham (Parish Clerk) and Rosemarie Nelson (Responsible Financial Officer - RFO) present. 
0666
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
Cllr McCarthy invited nominations for Chairman. Cllr Mason proposed Cllr McCarthy as Chairman, which was unanimously agreed.  There were no other nominations. Cllr McCarthy accepted the post and was duly elected as Chairman for the forthcoming year.  
0667
ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN
Cllr McCarthy called for nominations for Vice Chairman.  Cllr Bennett proposed Cllr Keeble, which was unanimously agreed. There were no other nominations. Cllr Keeble accepted the post and was duly elected as Vice Chairman for the forthcoming year.
0668
ELECTION OF COMMITTEES  

Cllr McCarthy called for nominations for committee chairmen and committee members.  The following committees were unanimously agreed and formed as follows.  
Parks and Open Spaces Committee 
Cllr’s Peter Mason (Chairman), Tracey Thomas (Vice Chairman), Ken Bennett, Roger Keeble, Andrew Watley, Terry Lockhart, Vic Dean, Tom Lennon, Jackie Geary and Helen Cannon (Minutes Secretary).
Planning Committee

Cllr’s Terry Lockhart (Chairman), Vic Dean, Peter Mason, Tracey Thomas, Andrew Watley and Helen Cannon.
Policy and Resources Committee

Cllr’s Neil McCarthy (Chairman), Ken Bennett, Roger Keeble, Peter Mason, Andrew Watley, Tracey Thomas, Terry Lockhart, Susan Clapham (Parish Clerk), Rosemarie Nelson (RFO).

Blackmore Parochial Charity Committee

Cllr’s Ken Bennett and Helen Cannon. 
Parish Mini Bus Committee

Cllr’s Ken Bennett and Susan Clapham (Parish Clerk).

Brentwood Borough Parish Council Association (BBPCA)

Cllr’s Neil McCarthy (Chairman) and Susan Clapham (Parish Clerk).
Blackmore Village Hall Committee

Rosemarie Nelson.
Parish Magazine Committee

Mr Terry Smith and Mrs Eileen Smith (Editors).

Blackmore Youth Centre Committee

Cllr Roger Keeble

Allotment Committee Representatives
Cllr Andrew Watley, In addition to allotment plot holders- Keith Lodge, Tony Pavitt, John Webb

0669
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Cllr Geary, Cllr Dean, Cllr Cannon, Cllr Thomas, County Cllr Lesley Wagland and Terry Smith (Herald Magazine Editor).
0670
AMENDMENTS TO MINUTES
Nil amendments. The April PC 2018 minutes were signed as a correct record by the Chairman. The Extra 
Ordinary Minutes of 3.5.18 were also approved as a correct record.
0671
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Nil.
0672    OPEN FORUM 
There were four members of the public present. Cllr McCarthy welcomed those present and gave an update regarding the Local Development Plan (LDP) since the last PC meeting. Following the Extra Ordinary Meeting on 3.5.18, Professional legal planning advice had been sought by the PC. The Clerk read out the advice given by Planning Lawyers Holmes & Hills LLP of Braintree, as follows:

“From what I can see there will be another round of consultation on what is called the “Reg 19” draft Local Plan. That “Reg 19” will (or should) take into account your representations so the policies and allocations proposed could change. 
I therefore think that a meeting now would not yield as much value (or added value) as when a Reg 19 draft local plan has been circulated and I can review that. I suspect however that there will be some Green Belt release.

In terms of a fee proposal I explained that for these sorts of matters there is invariably a bit of reading and time to consider matters. As discussed I think an indicative time/cost quote of £1,200 - £2,400 + VAT would be appropriate which I would apportion as follows:

· 2-4 hours familiarisation (i.e. reading the papers etc)

· 2-4 hours preparing for a meeting and then holding that meeting (n.b. I am happy to come to you/the Parish at no additional cost).

· 2-4 hours drafting and settling a detailed letter of representation/objection.

The above is based on an hourly rate of £200 + VAT (n.b. as a Partner in the firm my time is ordinarily charged at £250 + VAT but I have applied a discount here having regard for your status).

If that is agreeable please let me know and I will open a file etc. What I would ask is that you let me know as soon as possible when the Reg 19 draft local plan is produced/the Reg 19 consultation opens with a view to avoiding an “11th hour rush”.

I hope that makes sense and I hope to hear from you in due course.”

· It was therefore proposed by Cllr Mason and unanimously agreed that the legal advice be sought as outlined above and an initial cap of £3,000 expenditure be put in place.

In addition, it was discussed and agreed that a meeting be held with the Brentwood Borough Council (BBC) Planners at 1-2 Seven Arches Road, Brentwood at 6pm on Tuesday 22nd May to discuss the LDP and the next stages. Based on the lack of information available at the previous Consultation Drop in Event held at Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall, a list of questions to be drafted and sent in advance of the meeting to the Planning Team to enable them to supply the relevant information/answers at the meeting. 
Action: The Clerk to organise this. 

The following list of attendees was approved: 

Cllr McCarthy (Chairman), Cllr Keeble (Vice Chairman), Cllr Lockhart (Planning Committee Chairman), Cllr Mason, Cllr Watley and Susan Clapham (Parish Clerk). Also, Mr Ted Hall representing the Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall Committee and Mr Bill Ratcliffe (Blackmore resident). 

Mr John Webb (public attendee) said that the Deal Tree Doctors Surgery has a Senior Partner moving from the Practise which would exacerbate the problem of trying to get an appointment which was already unsatisfactory, with a 2-3 week waiting time. Concerns were raised over the impact of the LDP.  Cllr McCarthy said that the relevant NHS Department was responsible for looking at this and any improvements to be made as a result of the LDP. This was not dealt with by BBC.

Cllr McCarthy advised that the Super Fast Broadband upgrades were being rolled out in Blackmore and the Contractors were currently siting new junction boxes in the area.  
0673
PROGRESS CHECK
To receive reports or updates on items or visits made since the previous ordinary Council meeting or Committee meetings.  No items declared.


0674
CORRESPONDENCE

To report on the following correspondence received at the Parish Office since the last Ordinary meeting and subsequent committee meetings: The Clerk confirmed all items were covered within the agenda.
Cllr McCarthy had received correspondence from The Campaigns Manager of ‘Fly the Red Ensign’ For Merchant Navy Day on 3rd September 2018. The cost for the 2.5 yard flag to commemorate the above occasion was £35. All funds go to the ‘Seafarers UK’s Merchant Navy Fund’ that exists to support British Merchant Navy seafarers in need, and their families. This was proposed by Cllr McCarthy and unanimously agreed. 
Action: The Clerk to order, as above.  
0675
BOROUGH & COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORTS


Borough Cllr Roger Keeble had been contacted by Doddinghurst Cllr, Debbie Dicker regarding the concerns over the Doctors Surgery (as outlined above). He would liaise with the Planners at BBC on this.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES


POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE
0676
FINANCE 

ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT – The Clerk presented the following payment schedules and cheques requiring three Member signatures:

£


Addressee


Description

4000.00

Unity Trust PC Account

Online bank payments

     
195.00


Di’s supplies


allotment – weed retention

 245.00


Tipps X R Hall


Office rent

 
441.98


Essex Hire and sales ltd

strimmer and shin guards

 372.61


GreenBarnes ltd

inv. 14260 – replacement notice board parts (Gunnells)

1431.96

Arthur J Gallagher Ins.

Inv.bus insurance renewal

834.26


M D Landscapes (Anglia) Ltd
inv.1144. Grass cutting


252.58

RAC



bus recovery renewal – Not approved- Clerk to obtain 
 







Cheaper price.

100.00


BBPCA


one off fee to subscriptions

1980.85

Zurich Municipal

PC insurance renewal

  
 75.00


Petty cash

Direct bank transfer payments via Unity Trust:

S Clapham (wages) May £-
Mrs R Nelson £-

HMR&C– £-
Essex Pension Fund - £-

Total Landscapes - £110 -  Dog bin (x 4) removal and tidying War Memorial and Blackmore roundabout

      
 It was RESOLVED that:

(i) The statutory basis for this item be noted as the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2015;

(ii) The List of Payments is approved as presented in the schedule.


Receipts: Nil
0677    FINANCIAL REPORTS:  Financial Reports to 30th April 2018
In accordance with the reports distributed prior to the meeting.  Mrs Nelson reported that it had been a quiet month. The EALC membership subscription had been paid. The grass cutting for March had been accrued against last year’s accounts. The £10,000 CIF grant awarded to the PC had been received and the fingerposts project was proceeding. The Environment and Recreation budgets had been merged in view of the Committee’s merger under the new ‘Parks and Open Spaces’ (POS) Committee regime. 
It was RESOLVED that:

(i) the statutory basis for this item be noted as the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2011; and,

(ii)       The April 2018 Financial Report be noted with no other action necessary.
0678
FINANCIAL POWERS:
· Mrs Nelson circulated a copy of the draft year end accounts ahead of the Internal Audit on 5th June. This would be added to the June agenda.

The Clerk reported on the following items for approval/payment:
· The Mini Bus service and MOT had been carried out – all okay.
· The Bus Insurance renewal of £1431.96 (an increase on last year of only £50, mainly due to the increase to the IPT (Insurance Premium Tax) had been set up.

· The ordered USA flag was slightly more expensive due to the printed version being out of stock. The Clerk therefore had to order the sewn version. Both the UK and USA flags are with the POS Committee for installation ahead of the Royal Wedding.
· The PC insurance renewal due on 1.6.18 at £1980.85 had been set up, an increase of £65.04 on last year’s premium. She advised that there had been once claim processed last year of almost £1,000. 

· The Clerk to forward to Blackmore Primary School the Grant application for the Swimming Pool grant of £750.00 stipulating the usual conditions, i.e. dates for general public use to be given as soon as possible. 

· The Mini Bus RAC breakdown renewal of £252.58 (an increase of approximately £30 on last year). This was not approved. The Clerk was asked to seek a cheaper quote. Action: The Clerk to obtain cheaper price. 

0679
MAGAZINE COMMITTEE

June edition - Cllr McCarthy, in Terry Smith’s absence, reported that the magazine was currently with the printers and would be ready for distribution shortly.

PLANNING COMMITTEE

0680
 PLANS

The following planning meetings were held since the last ordinary council meeting.  All in accordance with the planning reports made by the committee which were approved and accepted. 

15th May  – Applications discussed: 

18/00649/FUL – Land adjacent to 19 Orchard Piece, Blackmore, CM4 0RX – Remove oil storage tank and construct 1 bed detached dwelling– No objection.

18/0000632/FUL – 19 Orchard Piece, Blackmore, CM4 0RX – Demolish existing side extension and garage, construct single storey side and rear extension with canopy roof to front – No objections.

18/00608/FUL – Allstree (now Acorns), Chelmsford Road, Blackmore, CM4 0SD – Raise ridge and remove front gable, add chimney, single storey front extension and canopy porch with alterations to fenestration – No objections.


18/00607/S192 – Allstree (now Acorns), Chelmsford Road, Blackmore, CM4 0SD – Application for Lawful Development Certificate for a proposed use development for single storey side and rear extensions – No objections.

Cllr Lockhart (committee chairman) read out his report in respect of the above reports. 
“On 15th May, we held a planning meeting at which we considered 4 applications in respect of 2 sites. It seems that some residents are playing the system and submitting simultaneous applications – one for the preferred option and if that is refused, the other is a fall back 2nd choice. Our reports and deliberations at that meeting have been circulated. It was noted that at last we have been successful with a Referral Request. This is for an extension to the Toll House in Fingrith Hall Lane and it will be heard at BBC’s Planning and Licencing Committee on 12th June.”
0681
OUTSTANDING ENFORCEMENT ISSUES 
 
As noted on the planning reports submitted to BBC.


POS (Parks and Open Spaces  COMMITTEE


There was a meeting of the Committee on 14th May and copies of the minutes were distributed by the Clerk prior to the meeting.  

· The Council received and accepted the Committee meeting minutes and the following discussions took place relating to items:
0682
Mill Lane Play area 
Cllr Mason advised this area was being maintained, as previously agreed. Cllr McCarthy advised he had been contacted by a local resident who still used the play area which was very reassuring.
0683
The Church Commemorative plaque   
In hand with Cllr McCarthy and St Laurence Church.
0684
Parish Tree Survey
Completed by the Committee. Cllr Mason and the Clerk to obtain quotes for tree work.
0685
Fingerposts
Work commencing 25th June.
0686
Play area Annual RoSPA Inspections

£100 per site quoted and approved by Committee. Work scheduled for June. Date to be confirmed by Louisa Hill, Inspector.

0688 
Damaged Notice Board at Gunnells Corner location

Cllr McCarthy collected the replacement items from the Clerk’s Office. He will install these.

0689
Faulty Christmas tree lights

Electrician Joe Garcia will put together a quote for installing the lights and wire them into a single transformer. 

0690
New Parish Strimmer

Cllr Keeble advised this arrived today.

0691
New Police Constable


Cllr McCarthy advised that a new PC, Faye Matthams, introduced herself as Beat Officer. Details had been emailed to the Clerk.

0692
Speed surveys

Cllr Mason advised that he had seen three men carrying out speed survey checks on Wyatts Green Road recently which was very encouraging in view of the complaints received about speeding on this stretch of road. 

0693
RCCE’s Best Kept Village of the Year Competition

The Clerk had submitted the entry for Blackmore Village.

0694
 EPFA’s Best Kept Playing Fields Competition

The Clerk had submitted the entry – all areas, all categories.

0695
Total Landscapes maintenance works completed this month – 17/5/18 – 18/5/18

· Memorial and roundabout (Blackmore) tidied – Cost £60.

· Removal of 2 dog bins from Walter Hobbs and 2 from the Millennium Field – Cost £50.

· Cllr Lockhart kindly volunteered to tidy the bus shelters in the Parish – these jobs have been removed from Total Landscapes schedule. 

0696
Parish Fireworks Event 2018

An events Co-Ordinator still being sought. Cllr Cannon is liaising with the Village Hall and Sports and Social Club Committees for interested parties. Cllr McCarthy proposed that if a suitable person(s) could not be found then the 2018 event would have to be cancelled, unless a volunteer came forward.

0697
Over-weight vehicles

The Clerk has written to Jennifer Gudka, ECC – pending a response. She has asked Cllr Wagland to follow this up. 

0688    CLERK’S REPORT & GDPR
 GDPR – 
A Training course is being held as organised by the EALC, at Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall on Saturday 26th May – 9am to 12 noon. Delegates from Stondon Massey and West Horndon were also attending and the costs were on a pro rata basis to reduce costs.

The Clerk advised that a new Government ruling means that Parish and small Town Councils do NOT need to appoint a Data Protection Officer, which was very good news. 
The Clerk also advised that she had set up a new email domain for the Parish Council. In order to comply with the GDPR, she would no longer be using the free yahoo domain clerkofblackmorepc@yahoo.co.uk  All future emails are to be sent to her new email address, clerk@blackmorepc.co.uk. She will however continue to monitor the email traffic to this site for a further period after the GDPR implementation on 25th May. The Clerk is also in the process of setting up new email addresses for all Parish Councillors for the purposes of Parish Council business. 
As the Site Administrator, she would email all the relevant set up information, user names and passwords to all Cllr’s. Once set up, it was considered best practise for the Parish Councillors to start using this for all Parish Council business as opposed to Cllr’s private email addresses.                 Action: The Clerk

The Council operates on a ‘Legitimate Activity’ basis and therefore has a ‘Legitimate Right’ to hold information and addresses to transact its business.   
0689
 COMMITTEE MEETING

Parks & Open Spaces 
  11.6.18
6.00pm
Tipps X Remembrance Hall

Planning
  5.6.18
5.45pm
Blackmore Village Hall

Parish Council
 21.6.18
7.30 pm
Tipps X Remembrance Hall 

INFORMATION EXCHANGE / NEXT AGENDA ITEMS – (for discussion only)   

0690
NIL
END:
There being no further business, the Meeting was closed by the Chairman at 9.40 pm
Signed (Chairman):___________________________________   Date: __________________________ 
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