ANNUAL MEETING OF THE BLACKMORE, HOOK END

& WYATTS  GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Thursday, 19th MAY 2016 in the committee room of Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.  
Commenced at 7.30pm.    
Members present:  Cllr Watley, Cllr Keeble, Cllr Bennett,  Cllr McCarthy, Cllr Mason, Cllr Town, Cllr Lennon, Cllr Dean, Cllr Frost, Cllr Lockhart and newly elected Cllr Tracey Thomas.   Susan Barnes (Parish Clerk) and Rosemarie Nelson (Responsible Financial Officer - RFO) present.
0001
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
Cllr Watley invited nominations for Chairman. Cllr Watley confirmed that he had enjoyed his time as Chairman but he would be standing down this time. Cllr Frost proposed Cllr McCarthy as Chairman, seconded by Cllr Keeble and unanimously agreed.  Cllr McCarthy accepted the post and was duly elected as Chairman for the forthcoming year.  Cllr McCarthy duly signed the ‘Declaration of Acceptance of Office as Chairman’. 
0002
ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN
Cllr McCarthy called for nominations for Vice Chairman.  Cllr Bennett proposed Cllr Keeble, seconded by Cllr Mason and unanimously agreed.  Cllr Keeble accepted the post and was duly elected as Vice Chairman for the forthcoming year.
0003
ELECTION OF COMMITTEES  
Cllr McCarthy called for nominations for committee chairmen and committee members.  The following committees were unanimously agreed and formed as follows.  Cllr McCarthy reminded the meeting that in accordance with LGA 1972 – it is prohibited to hold meetings in homes and must be held in public places.  Therefore all future meetings must be held at either Blackmore village hall or Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.
Recreation Committee 
Cllr’s Tracey Thomas (Chairman), Ken Bennett, Roger Keeble, Vic Dean, Peter Mason, Tom Lennon. (Cllr McCarthy would stay on temporarily to assist Cllr Thomas).
Environment Committee
Cllr’s Hazel Town (Chairman), Vic Dean, Peter Mason, Tom Lennon and Kathy Frost.

Planning Committee

Cllr’s Terry Lockhart (Chairman), Hazel Town, Vic Dean, Peter Mason, Tracey Thomas.
Policy and Resources Committee

Cllr’s Neil McCarthy (Chairman), Ken Bennett, Roger Keeble, Hazel Town, Andrew Watley, Tracey Thomas, Susan Barnes (Clerk and Deputy RFO), Rosemarie Nelson (RFO).

Blackmore Parochial Charity Committee

Cllr’s Ken Bennett and Hazel Town.

Parish Mini Bus Committee

Cllr’s Ken Bennett, Andrew Watley, Neil McCarthy and Susan Barnes (Parish Clerk).

Brentwood Borough Parish Council Association (BBPCA)

Cllr’s Neil McCarthy (Chairman), Susan Barnes (Parish Clerk) and Roger Keeble.
Blackmore Village Hall Committee

Rosemarie Nelson

Parish Magazine Committee

Mr Terry Smith and Mrs Eileen Smith (Editors).

Blackmore Youth Centre Committee

Cllr Roger Keeble

Allotment Committee

Cllr Neil McCarthy (Chairman), Rosemarie Nelson (Secretary), Tom Lennon (P Cllr), Andrew Watley (P Cllr), Keith Lodge, Tony Pavitt, John Webb.
̰
0004
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

 
Nil Apologies for absence (all present). 
Also present:  Mr Terry Smith – Herald magazine editor. 
0005
AMENDMENTS TO MINUTES
Nil amendments. The April 2016 minutes were signed as a correct record.
0006
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

As chairman of the Blackmore Village Hall committee, Cllr Keeble declared an interest in the proposal for a shop in the Blackmore village hall. 
0007    OPEN FORUM 

Cllr McCarthy welcomed the meeting.  There were seven residents in attendance.  
Clare Corby and Chris Blackwell  (village hall committee member) presented to the meeting their proposal to have a shop within the village hall complex which would mean converting the squash court into a viable space in which to run a shop and tea room.  Clare Corby, independently of the village hall, would run the shop and tea room and this would be her business and she would rent the space from the village hall for the sum of £5,000 per year. The Parish Council was asked to consider a public works loan in the region of £57,000 to complete the renovations to turn the space into a shop with the necessary services which the village hall would pay back, as it had been doing with previous PWLB loans.  The PC was also asked if it could consider a grant towards the project. The village hall would also grant £5,000 from village hall funds to go towards the project.  The Parish Council asked Clare Corby and the village hall committee to supply detailed information and feasibility studies in order it could consider this.  The PC would also need to review the deeds and any covenants placed on the land in the meantime. It was agreed that a Policy and Resources committee meeting would be called to be held within the next two weeks to discuss this in more detail once the full proposal had been received.   
0008
PROGRESS CHECK
To receive reports or updates on items or visits made since the previous ordinary Council meeting or Committee meetings.  Nil items declared.

CORRESPONDENCE

The Clerk reported on the following correspondence received at the Parish Office since the last Ordinary meeting and subsequent committee meetings:-
0009
The Clerk had received details of a scheme run by ‘Fields in Trust’ (the operating name of the National Playing Fields Association) called ‘The Centenary Fields Programme – protecting valuable green space across the Country’.  The objective is to secure recreation spaces in perpetuity, in honour of the millions of people who lost their lives in conflict, in commemoration of  the 100th year anniversary of the Battle of the Somme this July.  Town and Parish Councils are being invited to nominate a recreational space to be dedicated as a Centenary field to commemorate this significant milestone in our history to create a tangible living legacy to be valued by the community for generations to come.  Once the site has been agreed, the council will be required to complete a Deed of Dedication and pay an annual membership fee of £95 to protect the green space(s) in perpetuity.  This would not require any change to the ownership and management of the site which remains entirely at local level.  The Clerk would pass this onto the recreation committee to consider.
0010
The Clerk read out an email from County Cllr Ann Naylor regarding the defective light on the south of the zebra crossing outside the Doctors surgery.  She has requested that ECC check this as soon as possible.
0011
The Clerk was in receipt of the new 898 bus route which commenced 1st April.
0012
The Clerk had received a letter from the Blackmore village hall committee seeking permission to convert the underused squash court into a commercial space and they advised that they had already submitted plans to BBC to this effect. (Refer to the open forum section).
BOROUGH & COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORTS
0013

Cllr Keeble thanked Tracey Thomas for canvassing so well and hopes that she would stand again next time.  He had attended the first BBC meeting on 18.6.16 and had been appointed to the planning and audit and scrutiny committees.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE
0014
FINANCE 

ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT – The Clerk presented the following payment schedules and cheques requiring three Member signatures:

£

Addressee


Description

      60.00
S Barnes


Reimbursement – 4 x £15 garden vouchers 

         152.00

B/More V. Hall


PC contribution towards CCTV maintenance

         225.00

TXR Hall


Office rent 

         750.00

B/More primary school

donation to pool – to be approved by PC  

           56.00

Mr V Dean


inv. Bus shelters cleaned and swept 

       1077.42

M D L



inv.426 – parish grass cutting

         108.00

Fresh Toilet Co.

(Allotments) loo emptying

         273.74

HM R & C


Tax and NI (May)

           75.00

petty cash


May

         -


Mrs R Nelson


May book keeping

       2000.00

Unity Trust PC A/C.no.20343161    Bank transfer payments   

Direct bank transfer payments via Unity Trust:

£  368.11

Essex Pension Fund
May pension contributions

-
  

S Barnes

Clerk’s May salary

      
 It was RESOLVED that:

(i) The statutory basis for this item be noted as the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2011;

(ii) The List of Payments is approved as presented in the schedule.

Receipts: As advised by the Clerk
· BACS remittance of £647.48 for the VAT refund.
· £500 grant received from the Essex Playing Fields Association towards the outdoor gym equipment.

Expenditure for approval
Parish Council Insurance Renewal due 1st June 2016: The Clerk had received the renewal premium of £1959.49 which is an increase of £43.68 on last year’s premium.  It was proposed by Cllr Watley and unanimously agreed that as the PC is very happy with the insurance supplier it will go ahead and renew for the forthcoming year.  Cllr Watley asked if the Clerk could have a look at the cover and advise if it covered public liability for the allotment.


School Pool Donation: The Clerk advised that she had still not received the list of times that the pool would be made available for general parish use. Terry Smith advised that he had not received it either in time for the Herald magazine.  The Clerk was asked to send the PC grant application form to the Blackmore primary school for them to complete advising that  all grants would have to follow this procedure in the future as was PC policy.  She was asked to remind them that a list of dates must accompany the application.

BT account:  The Clerk advised that she had negotiated a new contract with BT which would reduce the future office phone bills by around 40-50%. 

The St Laurence Church office photocopier: Cllr Keeble advised that the Church’s photocopier contract was due for renewal and he asked if the PC could allow use of the office photocopier if the church decided not to renew their contract.  The PC asked if the Church PCC could discuss this and bring their proposal to the parish council once known.  The PC would like to know the amount of copies and how often this service would be required as the Clerk is not always present in the office and the Trustees of the Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall do not usually give out keys to access the building.  It operates a caretaker system so security of the premises might be an issue for the hall.
0015    FINANCIAL REPORTS:  Financial Reports to 30th April 2016
In accordance with the reports distributed prior to the meeting, Mrs Nelson (RFO) reported that finances were looking healthy at present and in accordance with budgets. Accruals had also been made at the year end.

Mrs Nelson passed around draft copies of the year end accounts.  Cllr Bennett advised that as a result of additional income received in grants and the ‘stop the A12’ fees being reimbursed along with the magazine income, it meant that £5,000 had been added to the play area reserves, now making it £13,500.
Accruals had been made for the work required on the safety surface matting at Mill Lane and £5,000 had been accrued for the new Christmas lights, Blackmore.

It was RESOLVED that:

(i) the statutory basis for this item be noted as the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2011; and,

(ii)       The April 2016 Financial Report be noted with no other action necessary.
0016
FINANCIAL POWERS:

Mrs Nelson advised that the internal audit was being carried out on 2nd June in the Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall committee room.

0017
COMMUNITY BUS



Cllr Keeble commented that he had recently hired the mini bus and said what a wonderful and useful facility this is.  He had noticed that there was some rust on the body which needed attention. The Clerk was asked to get W Hart cars to look at this and quote or a suitable body works company.  
0018
BRENTWOOD BOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL ASSOCIATION
  The next meeting is scheduled for 8th June at 7pm in the committee room of the Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.  The Clerk, Cllr McCarthy and Cllr Watley will be attending.
0019    Blackmore recycling area  


The Clerk read out an email from ECC advising that this was not now looking likely to proceed.
0020
MAGAZINE COMMITTEE

Terry Smith advised that in light of their recent bereavement, they had done their best to meet the deadline and hoped that it was all in order.  The PC was sure that it was and thanked him for his hard work during this difficult time. Terry Smith thanked the PC for the lovely flowers they had received and both he and Eileen were very grateful for everyone’s kind thoughts.

PLANNING COMMITTEE
0021
 PLANS

The following planning meetings were held since the last ordinary council meeting.  All in accordance with the planning reports made by the committee.  These were approved and accepted by the PC.

26th April  – Applications discussed: 

15/01571/FUL – No main objections but did feel that the gated look would be detrimental to the street scene of this area in Blackmore.
0022
OUTSTANDING ENFORCEMENT ISSUES 
 
As per the reports 

0023
Disabled bay (outside the Leather Bottle public house)

Cllr Frost felt that this disabled bay had not been installed by ECC but by the pub owners or at their request.  The Clerk was asked to write to the pub owners to ask if they could re-instate the disabled parking space which had recently been covered up during their renovations.
 
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

There was a meeting of the Environment Committee on 9th May and copies of the 
minutes were distributed by the Clerk prior to the meeting.  

· The Council received and accepted the Committee meeting minutes and the following discussions took place relating to items:
0024
Outstanding items on Ann Naylor’s list – Clerk to chase again
0025
Overgown grass – Hall cottage by the Blackmore roundabout, left hand side

Cllr Town questioned who owned this land and who’s responsibility was it to cut it as it looked unsightly.  Clerk asked to see if this is shown on Land Registry.
0026
Plovers Mead – loose kerb stones
Cllr Town reported that some of the kerb stones, only replaced last year, had come loose again.  Cllr Mason will take photo’s and send to the Clerk for her to report to Ann Naylor. The Clerk would in the meantime report it to ECC.
0027
Parish ‘odd jobbs’

Cllr Town enquired how the smaller maintenance jobs would be undertaken.  The Clerk reminded the committees to send her a list of all jobs as they arise so she can ask Total Landscapes to quote and undertake all of the smaller jobs together.
0028
Vouchers for plant watering volunteers

The Clerk had purchased and handed over to the committee, 4 x £15 vouchers which the committee would distribute to the volunteers.  The Clerk is to be reimbursed.
0029
Bus shelter, Watson Corner



The Clerk querying with Ann Naylor the procedure in filling in an LHP request form as requested by her.  The PC has never had to do this before and the clerk could not find the necessary forms on the ECC website.

RECREATION COMMITTEE
There was a committee meeting held on 10th May and the minutes were circulated prior to the meeting.  

· The Council received and accepted the Committee meeting minutes and the following items of business discussed.
0030
Ted Marriage Field
As proposed by the recreation committee, approval was sought for expenditure to be incurred of £695.00 for Deckannon to undertake the remedial work at the Ted Marriage Field in line with the quotation received. This was the best quote of the three supplied.  Approval was proposed 
 by Cllr Mason and it was unanimously agreed.  The clerk would instruct Deckannon.
0031
Mill Lane Play Area
As proposed by the recreation committee, approval was sought for expenditure to be incurred of £1,150.00 for Total Landscapes to lift the safety tiles under the swings and cabin slide and level the ground before re-laying the tiles underneath the equipment and re-turfing the remaining area.  Approval was proposed by Cllr Mason and it was unanimously agreed.  The clerk would instruct Total Landscapes.
0032
Walter Hobbs Recreation Field and Play Area
In accordance with the May recreation minutes.
0033
Outdoor Gym Equipment 

The Clerk has received the invoice from Hags SMP.  The clerk has queried the £1265 fee in relation to the site security and project management as feels that a full service was not supplied.  Pending response. 
0034
Blackmore Parochial Charities – Lease renewal

In hand with Cllr Bennett, the clerk and solicitors Wortley Byers.
0035    CLERK’S REPORT

The Clerk had circulated the dates for the EALC training courses should any Councillors wish to attend.  Enquiries and bookings can be made via the clerk.
0036
 COMMITTEE MEETINGS


Environment
  7/6/16
7.30 pm
Blackmore village hall

Recreation 
  8/6/16
7.00pm
Tipps X Remembrance Hall

Planning
  TBA - The Clerk and Cllr Lockhart to organise set dates


Parish Council
 16/6/16
7.30 pm
Tipps X Remembrance Hall 
0037
The future of Blackmore Post Office

The Clerk distributed the consultation leaflet received from the Post Office company which would be running a consultation from 13th May to 24th June.  The proposed month of change is August/September 2016 when it will be re-locating to the Chelmsford star Co-Op, Blackmore.  It would have longer opening hours and would also sell stationery and gift cards etc.  Should anyone wish to complete the consultation form, these can be obtained from the Clerk or by telephoning 0347-223344 during the consultation period.  This could also be accessed via their website, www.postofficeviews.co.uk
0038
Defibrillators   
· The Clerk is organising training with the Ambulance Service First Responders.
· The funding with the British Heart Foundation has re-opened and the Clerk will apply.  

INFORMATION EXCHANGE / NEXT AGENDA ITEMS – (for discussion only)   

0039
Waste bin at Red Rose Lane – Cllr Keeble advised that this had been hit and damaged. Clerk to enquire with Kevin if we have any others in storage to replace it.
0040
Cow parsley – Cllr Town mentioned that the sight lines at road junctions were seriously obscured due to overgrown vegetation.  Cllr Keeble has reported this to BBC.

END:
There being no further business, the Meeting was closed by the Chairman at 9.30 pm
Signed (Chairman):___________________________________   Date: __________________________ 
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