MEETING OF THE BLACKMORE, HOOK END

& WYATTS  GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Thursday, 17th March 2016 in the committee room of Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.  
Commenced at 7.30pm.    
Members present:  Cllr Watley (Chairman), Cllr Keeble (Vice Chairman), Cllr Bennett, Cllr McCarthy, Cllr Hall,  Cllr Lennon,  Cllr Spiers, Cllr Lockhart, Cllr Town and Cllr Frost.  Susan Barnes (Parish Clerk) and Rosemarie Nelson (RFO) present. Also present: Terry Smith (Herald magazine editor).
Mrs Tracy Thomas was also present as she was interested in joining the Parish Council. 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from:  County Cllr Ann Naylor, Councillors Mason and Dean.
AMENDMENTS TO MINUTES
The February 2016 minutes were signed as a correct record with one amendment page 1,item 3649 should read the 898 bus and not 398. 
DECLARATION OF INTEREST - Nil
OPEN FORUM 
Cllr Watley welcomed the three public attendees and asked if there were any particular topics they wished to discuss. Updates were sought on the LDP progress and feedback given relating to the BBC LDP drop in event at Tipps Cross and the open forum meeting at Blackmore village hall.  Cllr Watley read out the PC’s planning Committee’s letter which is to be submitted to Phil Drane, BBC in relation to the LDP consultation.  One resident advised that he had been visiting friends who are local residents within the Blackmore area to assist with filling in the consultation forms and asked if the PC would be leafleting the parish again.  The PC considered this but felt it was not necessary at this moment in time as it had just completed a leaflet drop to the whole parish prior to the two events mentioned above asking people to complete the consultation questionnaire and promoting the events.  It was also highlighted that should any residents need further assistance with the form or indeed computer access, they could contact the parish clerk who would be able to assist.  It was proposed by Cllr Keeble, seconded by Cllr Bennett and unanimously agreed that the letter as read out be approved and forwarded to BBC. Cllr Watley would organise. 
New Cllr candidate

Tracy Thomas introduced herself to the council and had an informal chat with members.  She moved to the area in 2015 and is very interested in becoming a local cllr.  She was previously an active member of the local council where she used to live as well as the local residents association.  She will be applying to become a parish councillor in the May elections and the members said they looked forward to working with her in the near future.
PROGRESS CHECK
To receive reports or updates on items or visits made since the previous ordinary Council meeting or Committee meetings. Nil items.
CORRESPONDENCE

The Clerk reported on correspondence received at the Parish Office since the last Ordinary meeting and subsequent committee meetings as follows:
3690     The Clerk was in receipt of a letter from Mr and Mrs Bannister of 7 Granary Meadow. They were enquiring if they could have permission to trim on a regular the basis the four bushes at the bottom of their garden in the Ted Marriage field.  The PC gave permission on this one occasion for them to trim the bushes by approximately one third but stressed that they must re-apply each time work is required for subsequent approval.  The Clerk was instructed to write to them relaying this.
3691   A donation request had been received from the Air Ambulance Service. However, the Council felt it was not in the position to make such donations with public funds and felt it should be a personal choice to donate money to charities and such organisations.

3692
The Clerk announced she had received her CiLCA certificate and had recently passed all 25 modules.          
 
BOROUGH & COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORTS
3693
Cllr Keeble reported the following:
· BBC would not be offering future ward budgets to parish councils via its borough councillors. These funds had been withdrawn for 2016/17.

· BBC is introducing a new policy relating to anti social behaviour, in particular to tenancy and neighbour nuisance situations.

· BBC has a new enforcement officer.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE
3694
FINANCE 

ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT – The Clerk presented the following payment schedules and cheques requiring three Member signatures:

£

Addressee


Description
985.20

Physio Control UK Sales Ltd
Inv.116008185 – I x defibrillator & case 
  
-

Mrs R Nelson


March – Book Keeping / RFO fees

  
 -

H M R & C


March – NIC/TAX contributions

  
 -

Essex Pension fund

March pension contribution

   
 75.00

Petty cash


March

2000.00
Unity Trust PC A/C:20343161
March direct debits/online payments

 558.00    
Framptons


legal fee balance – The Bull

1500.00
Kelhatch Press 


inv. 3591 – Herald mag 

   81.00
K Stanbridge


inv.3 – bus shelters

474.81
Mr T Smith


Herald – expenses £93.56, fee £381.25

  58.74

M Clark


bulb replacement – the Green street light 




Payments made by Bacs transfer: Clerk’s March salary.

      
 It was RESOLVED that:

(i) The statutory basis for this item be noted as the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2011;

(ii) The List of Payments is approved as presented in the schedule.


Receipts: 
1) Notification from BBC of Cllr Henwood’s ward budget to the PC: £540.54 towards the parish defibrillators.
2) Confirmation from ‘Stop the M12 Residual Association’ of the refund due in March: £1556.60 

3) BAC’s remittance advice from HMR&C for the VAT refund of £1,879.83
Grant Payments: Nil.   
            FINANCIAL REPORTS:  Financial Reports to 29th February 2016
In accordance with the reports distributed prior to the meeting, Mrs Nelson reported on the figures and answered any queries.  Mrs Nelson reported that expenditure was within budget but the committee’s slight previous overspend was mainly due to handyman/general maintenance costs.  The grass cutting costs had been reduced due to MDL taking on the work as opposed to a general handyman.  Mrs Nelson asked the committees to advise her of any expenditure they required her to carry forward or figures that could go into this year’s accounts.  A breakdown was required.
It was RESOLVED that:

(i) the statutory basis for this item be noted as the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2011; and,

(ii)       The Financial Reports be noted with no other action necessary with the following exception:

(iii)      A review of maintenance services and costs was still being reviewed for future budgeting.

Cllr Hall informed the PC that he had recently been investigating a transfer of trade waste contracts at Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall from BBC to an independent contractor as a result of the 9% increase advised by BBC.   The new contractor offered an annual saving of £213.00, therefore the hall committee had decided to switch to the new contractor. 

Cllr Hall outlined the details and advised that the PC could expect an annual saving of £65 per year for St Laurence Church, Blackmore.  This was based on an 1100 litre bin with a fortnightly emptying service. The last month is provided free of charge by the company ‘707 Ltd’.  The council considered Cllr Hall’s proposal and it was agreed by a majority vote that the PC would also switch to 707 Ltd.  The Clerk will organise the new contractor to take over the service when the old contracts expire from 1.4.16. She would inform BBC they would not be renewing their contract.
3695
FINACIAL POWERS
(a) To review and adopt the Standing Orders
 The Standing orders for Local Councils, as adopted in 2004 and updated in 2007, were reviewed by the


Council.  Cllr Keeble proposed, Cllr Lockhart seconded and it was unanimously agreed that these are         approved without amendment.     

(b)  To review and adopt the Financial Regulations

The Financial Regulations for Blackmore, Hook End and Wyatts Green Parish Council, as adopted by the Council in 2011 and revised in March 2016 were reviewed by the Council.  These detail the methods by which the Council’s financial matters are administered and regulated.  Cllr Hall proposed, Cllr Bennett seconded and it was voted by majority that the revised March 2016 regulations are approved with the recommended amendments from NALC, as included in the draft document distributed prior to the meeting.  
These include amendments to sections:  2,   3.1.  

New clauses/wording:  3.8,   5.5,   6.7,   6.8,    6.9,   11.1h,   16.
(c) To review and appoint the Internal Auditor 

The Treasurer and Cllr Bennett reported on the quality of service provided by the Internal Auditor, Heelis and Lodge.  The Council reviewed the effectiveness of the Internal Auditor and Cllr Spiers proposed, Cllr Frost seconded and it was unanimously agreed that they be reappointed as auditors for the financial year 2016/17.
(d)  To review salaries 2016/17
The Clerk and Financial Officer and members of the public left the meeting in order the salaries for 2016/17 could be reviewed. The meeting then resumed with the Clerk, Mrs Nelson and Mr Smith being present.  Mrs Nelson advised that she was currently drafting a revised assets list which would be circulated in due course.  

3696
Roadway Rents 2016/17

Clerk will re-invoice in April.

3697
COMMUNITY POLICE MEETING and POLICE MATTERS

No updates at present.
3698
COMMUNITY BUS



The Clerk advised that all was in order and bookings being received.
3699
BLACKMORE CENTRE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE


No updates.
3700
BLACKMORE SPORTS ARENA – (formerly MUGA)

Nothing new to report. All going okay
3701
MOBILE LIBRARY
Terry Smith advised that the service was currently being reviewed but all local services look okay up to August. 
3702
BRENTWOOD BOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL ASSOCIATION

  Meeting currently scheduled for 13th April 2016. Cllr Watley and the clerk will be attending.
3703      BLACKMORE RECYCLING AREA – fencing and revised pathway ideas 


In hand with ECC.  Likely to go ahead, pending decision.
3704
MAGAZINE COMMITTEE

Terry Smith advised that the magazine was going well.

PLANNING COMMITTEE
3705
 PLANS

In accordance with the planning committee reports distributed prior to the meeting, the following meetings had taken place to discuss the planning applications received:

22/2/16 – 15/01619/FUL – No objections but requires existing kerb to be dropped to facilitate parking.

It was resolved that the Parish Council approve the above planning committee minutes. 
3706
OUTSTANDING ENFORCEMENT ISSUES 
 All in accordance with the planning committee minutes distributed prior to the meeting which are being   dealt with by BBC. Cllr Watley advised that the property at 10 Wyatts Green Lane who wished to erect a 1.8m fence was in breach of the covenant placed on the land and this was being investigated. The Planning Committee would review the plans.

 ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE


There was a meeting of the Environment Committee on 7.3.16. 
· The Council received and accepted the Committee meeting minutes and the following items of business discussed.  
3707
General quote requests
Quotes being supplied from the following three contractors:
a)  Total Landscapes, Doddinghurst

b) RPR Property Services, Ongar

c) Kevin Stanbridge, maintenance man 
3708
Chelmsford Road island (bus turnaround)
The Clerk advised that any work such as posts and/or planters to be placed on hold whilst Cllr Ann Naylor investigates this enquiry through ECC members portal – this is Highways property and unilateral action not permitted.
3709
Bus shelter in need of repair – By Plovers Barron, Church Lane  

To be reported to Cllr Ann Naylor
3710
Parish Spring Clean

Volunteers to meet at 10.00am at Mill Lane play area or Horsefayre Green..
ALLOTMENT COMMITTEE

3711
Plot holders to be reinvoiced in April plus an additional £10 for sundries. In hand with Mrs Nelson and the Clerk.  The Clerk confirmed she had returned the end of grant report to the Big Lottery Fund on 17.3.16 in accordance with their grant funding regulations.
RECREATION COMMITTEE

There was a committee meeting held on 8.3.16 and the minutes were circulated prior to the meeting.  

· The Council received and accepted the Committee meeting minutes and the following items of business discussed.
3712
Ted Marriage Field
In accordance with the committee meeting minutes. 
3713
Mill Lane Play Area
In accordance with the committee meeting minutes.
3714
Walter Hobbs Recreation Field and Play Area
In accordance with the committee meeting minutes. 
Cllr Keeble advised that he had received a request for younger children’s equipment.  This would be reviewed by the committee in the future.

3715
Outdoor Gym Equipment 
The Clerk was providing the Essex Playing Fields Association the further information they required in support of the PC’s grant application. 
3716
Blackmore Millennium Park
The PC had previously approved the hire of the field for a wedding reception party on Saturday 14th May 2016.  It was felt by the PC that a sign should be posted at the entrance advising that a private function was being held and access not permitted for the day.
3717
GRASS CUTTING CONTRACTS – ALL AREAS WITHIN THE PARISH

Being monitored for now during the grass cutting season.
3718    CLERK’S REPORT
· Forthcoming Parish Elections on 5.5.16 – The Clerk will be attending an elections briefing at the Town Hall on 22.3.16 where she will collect the nomination papers and information packs for each ward (total of 13)
3719
 COMMITTEE MEETINGS


Planning
 21.3.16
5.00pm
Anvil House, Blackmore


Environment
 11.4.16
7.30 pm
Crosse House, Blackmore

Recreation   
12.4.16
7.00pm
Tipps X Remembrance Hall


Parish Council
 21.4.16
7.30 pm
Tipps X Remembrance Hall 
3720
Brentwood Borough Council – Local Development Plan Consultation 

 
The Tipps Cross open event was very well attended and Phil Drane advised that this was one of the best    attended events across the Borough. This could be mainly due to the Parish Council’s leaflet drop.
3721
Superfast Essex, broadband 


No ECC updates provided  
3722
The future of Blackmore Post Office

Pending outcome 
3723
Blackmore Community Shop

Cllr Keeble advised that a presentation would be made to the PC by the business applicants in due course.  
3724
Defibrillators   

The Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall defibrillator was being held at the Clerk’s office and she would be organising training for volunteers.
INFORMATION EXCHANGE / NEXT AGENDA ITEMS – (for discussion only)   


Nil Items.
END:
There being no further business, the Meeting was closed by the Chairman at 9.30 pm
Signed (Chairman):___________________________________   Date: __________________________ 
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