MEETING OF THE BLACKMORE, HOOK END

& WYATTS  GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Thursday, 17th March 2011 in the Committee Room of Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.  Commenced at 7.30pm.  

Members present: Cllr Henwood (Chairman), Cllr Keeble (Vice Chairman), Cllr Bennett, Cllr Spiers, Cllr Town,   Cllr Sue Wheeler, Cllr Steve Wheeler, Cllr Frost.  Mrs S Barnes (Parish Clerk) and Mrs R Nelson (Treasurer).

Apologies for absence were received from: Cllr Thomas, Cllr Watley, Cllr Brown and County Cllr Ann Naylor.

Also present: Terry Smith, Herald Magazine.

AMENDMENTS

The minutes were signed by Cllr Henwood as a correct record with the following amendments:

· Item ‘Receipts’ on page 3 – paragraph 3, line 4 should read ‘ending 31.3.2011 …….’

· Item under Environment Committee – First paragraph, line 1 should read ‘had taken place on 7th February 2011…..’

DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Nil

OPEN FORUM

Nil

CO-OPTION OF NEW COUNCILLOR

Kathleen Frost had applied for the Parish Councillor vacancy (Blackmore ward) and her co-option was proposed by Cllr Keeble, seconded by Cllr Henwood and all in favour.  Cllr Frost was welcomed onto the Parish Council and she signed the acceptance of office register, witnessed by Mrs Barnes, Parish Clerk. 

CORRESPONDENCE

1464
The Clerk had received a request from the Blackmore Village Fayre committee to use the recreation areas of Blackmore village including HorseFayre Green and the village Green for the duration of the fayre, which will be held over the whitsun weekend from the 28th to 30th May 2011.  Also to use the upper part of the Millennium Field for parking.  The Parish Council (PC) approved this and the Clerk will confirm this with the committee asking that should there be adverse weather and the field should need reinstating, they must do so.  

1465
The Clerk read out the update on the New Queens Shopper service 898 – The service is still on tract to commence 3rd May 2011.  The service will provide three return journeys, Monday to Friday, from Blackmore, Wyatts green, Doddinghurst and Pilgrims Hatch to Brentwood Town Centre and then onto Romford Hospital and Town Centre for shopping etc.

1466
The Clerk had written, as requested by Cllr Keeble, to Brentwood Borough Council (BBC) relating to an overgrown conifer tree at a Council house (8 Jericho Place) on behalf of the resident.  The reply from BBC was read out confirming that BBC had asked contractors for prices to carry out the works and will, when they have received these, make arrangements for the works to be carried out.

1467
The Clerk had received a request from a private consultancy group, working on behalf of BBC, 


Advising the PC that they will be running neighbourhood consultation events relating to Brentwood’s preparation of it’s planning policies and they are seeking feedback from local residents.  They requested the use of Horsefayre Green, where they will erect a small gazebo  designed to be used in outdoor locations and the event is scheduled to take place during the morning of Saturday 4th June 2011.  The PC approved this and the Clerk will get back to them and advise this.  It was suggested, they might want to consider the main village Green should they need a larger area as perhaps Horsefayre Green is too small.   Also the consultancy company must reinstate the land due to adverse weather conditions, if necessary.

1468
The Clerk had received notification from Heatherland of a price increase to the monthly Parish skip hire charges.  The 6yd skip increase will be an additional £10.00/month. The PC will seek alternative quotations to ensure this price is in line with current market prices before making a decision.  Cllr Keeble will deal with.

1469
The Clerk had received an email from the Rural Community Council of Essex (RCCE), 
regarding the 2012  Essex Open Weekend Rural Activity Grant scheme in operation 
accompanied by an application form should it be of interest.  London 2012 and Essex are 
inviting organisations and venues across the UK to celebrate one year to go to the opening 
ceremony of the London 2012 Olympic Games by organising an event that the community can 
take part in to help celebrate, and show the best of your organisation and community.  This could 
include several activities, sport related or even from the world of culture and grants are available 
of up to £250 to help communities and organisations take part.  The open weekend must take 
place on 22nd – 24th June.  The Clerk will hold the information on file should anyone be 
interested.    

1470  
The Clerk had received a letter from Cllr Louise McKinlay, BBC requesting local groups and 
communities to come forward and play a more active role in shaping where they live to help 
improve local communities by giving ideas and feedback to the Council. Should anyone wish to 
give information to BBC, the Clerk will hold the contact/email details on file for future 
reference.

BOROUGH & COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORTS

1471
Cllr Keeble briefly reported on the future of the Town Hall and recent discussions.  The 
shortlist of two options are to keep the building and renovate/improve it or knock the building 
down and rebuild the site.   Cllr Keeble also reported on the situation with the numerous pot holes in the road.  He had reported several and has report numbers for them, pending completion of works. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE

1472
FINANCE

The following cheques were approved for payment and signed:

£


Addressee


Description

-


S Barnes


Jan Salary

-


E.C.C



Clerks pension contributions

-


HM Revenue & Customs
Clerks Tax/NI contributions

-


R Nelson


Book keeping  

  75.00


Petty cash

450.00


Blackmore Parochial Charities
Field Rent

320.00


T Smith


Herald mag £300 plus £20 voucher for 








Don Paton (for his mag. Delivery 








services over the years)

186.68


BBC



Inv.1954084 – play inspections for 








14.12.10 and 12.1.11

157.50


Heatherland Ltd

Parish skip hire

 13.20


J Oddy and Sons

Inv.108806 – goods supplied

 18.22


A to Z Supplies


Goods (as reimbursed by Tipps X inc. in 







chq. No. 102120)

240.00


R Barker


Inv.0086 – maintenance

Receipts:

The Clerk was in receipt of notification of a BACS payment received from HM Revenue and Customs of £1,578.54 for a VAT refund, issued on 25.2.11.

Payments:


Nothing to report


Mrs Nelson advised that everything was in budget so far and in accordance with the financial 
reports distributed to all Cllrs prior to the PC meeting.  The Clerk distributed information received from the EALC on promoting the precept and how to deal with an increase with residents should it be necessary in the future.  

1473 
FINANCIAL POWERS


Mrs Nelson reported on the following items:


In line with recommendations from both the Internal and External Auditors, the Treasurer had circulated relevant documents to Councillors and action was agreed as follows:-

· The Standing Orders for Local Councils, as adopted in 2004 and updated in 2007, were reviewd by the Council.  Cllr Bennett proposed, Cllr Spiers seconded and it was unanimously agreed that these are approved without amendment.

· New Financial Regulations for Blackmore, Hook End and Wyatts green Parish Council were presented to and reviewed by the Council.  These detail the methods by which the Council’s financial matters are administered and regulated.  Cllr Henwood proposed, Cllr Bennett seconded and it was unanimously agreed that these are approved and adopted.

· The Treasurer and Cllr Bennett reported on the quality of service provided by the Internal Auditor, Heelis & Lodge.  The Council reviewed the effectiveness of the Internal Auditor and Cllr Spiers proposed, Cllr  Steve Wheeler seconded and it was unanimously agreed that they would be reappointed as auditors for the financial year 2010/11.


The discussion of salary reviews, effective from 1st April 2011 took place with Cllr’s present 
and Mrs Barnes, Mrs Nelson and Mr Terry Smith left the room so this could be discussed.


Upon re-entering the room, the Clerk was advised all matters had been discussed and 
unanimously agreed and Cllr Bennett would supply her with a copy of all items and notification 
of such increases after the meeting.    

1474
COMMUNITY POLICE MEETING


Nothing new to report.

1475
COMMUNITY BUS



The Clerk was requested to contact the Scouts or Cubs and ask if they would like to clean the community bus once a month as part of their awards system in helping with jobs and tasks within the community, as per their last email.

1476 
BLACKMORE CENTRE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE


Cllr Henwood advised that they were still looking for a Youth worker for the youth club, however, an interview had been scheduled with one such applicant but they did not show up so the vacancy is still open for applicants.   

1477
BLACKMORE SPORTS ARENA – (formerly MUGA)


Nothing new to report other than Cllr Keeble advising that maintenance works are to be completed in the Spring.

1478
MOBILE LIBRARY

Nothing new to report.

1479
BRENTWOOD BOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL ASSOCIATION


Cllr Keeble advised that the next scheduled meeting on Monday 6th June at 7pm is scheduled to be held at Blackmore Village Hall.  Nothing further to report at present. 

1480
 ROADWAY RENTS (2010)


Nothing new to report, all up to date - Clerk to re-invoice April 2010.

BLACKMORE MILLENNIUM PARK

1481
 PROGRESS REPORT


Next meeting scheduled for 18th April 2011 at 8pm at Blackmore Village Hall.  Nothing further to report at present.  Cllr Keeble has asked contractor for quotation for notice board.

PLANNING COMMITTEE


The Planning Committee had not met as no new plans received at present.  The next scheduled meeting is to take place on 21.3.11 at 7.30pm at Anvil House, Blacksmiths Alley, Blackmore.

1482
 PLANS


Nil

1483
OUTSTANDING ENFORCEMENT ISSUES


Bluebell Farm - Spriggs Lane, Blackmore (mobile home)  


Plot 3, Oak Tree farm, Chelmsford Road, Blackmore, CM4 0PZ 


Land adjacent to Oak Fold, Hook End Rd, Hook End 


Kiln Farm, Mountnessing Rd, Blackmore 


Cllr Watley will ask BBC for an update on the above items as have not heard back in some time


The Clerk confirmed that she had written, as requested, to The Planning Inspectorate, Bristol, regarding the planning appeal relating to ‘Hitam Lagi, Nine Ashes Road, Blackmore – Reference: H1515/A/11/2144324/WF – Council Reference: 1015/3282 and BRW/437/2010.  The Council again, objected to this application and re-iterated it was considered to be overdevelopment of the site and detrimental to the street scene.


The Clerk advised that she had reported the erected hard-standing and concreting of the grass verge outside property Pixis Halt, and Essex County Council confirmed they would inspect it.  Reference number: 3047046 was given. 


Action required: Regarding current renovations to the Bull Public House, Church Street, Blackmore. The Clerk was asked to contact Chris Strathers, BBC as the PC has been made aware that potentially the renovations are not being carried out in accordance with the Listed Buildings Act.  She is to ask if an enforcement officer could visit the premises to investigate this further.

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

A Meeting of the Environment Committee had taken place on 7th March 2011 at 7.30pm at Crosse House, Blackmore. All was in accordance with the committee minutes distributed prior to the PC meeting.

1484
Drain Clearance and Road Sweeping

Being monitored

1485
Village speed

It was reported that VAS signs have been set at approximately 35-36 MPH by BBC to include a level of tolerance.  The Committee question why this is.  Clerk to contact BBC again as vehicles still speeding which causes concern.

1486
Allotments

Cllr Watley, after measuring the field at Red Rose Lane, has estimated approximately 21 plots or 42 half plots.  He is liaising with Cllr Keeble and Mr Drain who is the land owner to progress this further.  They are also considering costs involved and grants available. 

1487
Ponds & posts by pond


Tree planted to replace damaged willow.  Matthew from the plant nursery suggested a cotoneaster or similar to plant on the island which he can supply.  H Town organising purchase and a Parishioner has kindly offered to plant it on behalf of the PC.

1488
Road signs


Monitoring.  Noted, the Gunnells Corner sign is still crooked.

1489
Blacksmith’s Alley – poor condition


Still pending the arrival of the second sign as ordered with Adrian Tidbury in Jan 2011

1490
Gunnells Corner – pavement (wheelchair access)

 
Nothing new to report at present

1491
Planters


Matthews plants to plant in May.  Committee to clear plants from island and Matthews will also plant this in May.


AOB


1.  Grass verges – Clerk to write to owner of Exchange House, no. 66 Meadow Rise and No. 2 
Hillside Cottages to request they stop parking cars and vans on the grass verges.  


2.  Clerk to ask Ryan to clear the brambles on the green opposite the Old Library building after 
the daffodils have finished flowering.  

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  Monday 11th March 2011 – 7.30pm – Crosse house, Blackmore


enw2oHenwood

HERALD MAGAZINE

1492
NEXT EDITION

Terry Smith reported that the deadline for the next edition is 29th April and all is going well. 

RECREATION COMMITTEE

1493
A Meeting of the Recreation Committee had taken place on 8th March 2011 at 7.00pm at 
Tipps 
Cross Remembrance Hall.  All was in accordance with the minutes distributed prior to the 
Parish Council meeting.


Ted Marriage Recreation Field

a)  Play area – Ryan will be filling in and re-turfing area under swings shortly.  

Committee will wait to see how long this lasts before deciding whether to fully or partially rubber mat the area.

b)  Play bark under swings – Will need topping up in the Spring – Clerk to ask Ryan for a quote.

c)  Trim Trail – Stepping stones and chain link fencing seem OK.  Clerk to ask Ryan to re-inspect and report back.

d)  Play area fence and slide – Small hole in chain link fencing, needs attention and rail needs the nails hammered in.  A length of timber on the slide does need replacing.  Ryan to complete.

e)  Trees at boundary of playing field and Miss Wiggins garden – Clerk is organising quotations as BBC advise it is the responsibility of the Parish Council.

f)  Preservative – Wooden frames need a coat of preservative.  Clerk to ask Ryan to arrange for Vic to do this as usual.

g)  New waste bin at entrance – Clerk has ordered, pending delivery.



Mill Lane Play area


a)  Moles – field being monitored for holes – little activity at present


b)  Swing seat and holes – being monitored


c)  Fence – Cllr Sue Wheeler reports that fence looks OK.  Could Ryan please re-check


d)  Slide – Does need new boards under it.  Clerk to ask Ryan to repair


e)  Leaves/branches – There are leaves on the steps and branches lying in the area.  Clerk to ask Ryan 
to clean up.


Walter Hobbs Recreation Field


a)  Football pitches P.L.T./Goal mouths – Cllr Keeble has in hand, he had received a quotation 
for £2000.00 to spike, re-seed and fertilise and includes attention to spectator area.  Acceptance 
of the quote was proposed by Cllr Bennett, seconded by Cllr Dean and unanimously agreed.  
Cllr Keeble will organise when the weather improves.   


b)  Notice boards – Clerk obtaining quotes for replacement notice boards and recreation signs 
from contractor. 


c)  Weed growth – Cllr Keeble has in hand will organise spraying in the Spring.


d)  Wood chip – Top up needed in Spring in hexagonal swing area and under aerial runway.  
Clerk asking Ryan for quote


e) Goal posts – Ryan will paint them as soon as weather permits, probably best done at end of 
the season.


f)  Dog bin – Replacement needed by the play area.  Clerk has ordered.


g)  Hexagonal swing – Some wooden boards round to area need replacement before wood chip 
delivery.  Ryan to complete urgently.  


Other Business - Nil



Date of Next Meeting: Tuesday 12th April 2011 – 7.00pm – Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.

CLERK’S REPORT

1494     The Clerk reported that she had received a letter from Cllr Pardoe advising of his resignation from the Parish Council, which she read out.  There is now one vacancy for the Blackmore ward. 

1495  
The Clerk advised that the annual wheelchair servicing had been brought forward by approximately one month due to the fact that one had been returned with a puncture and another had a missing foot plate.  This would save time and money in the long run.  

1496
The Clerk had been asked to look into the Clerk’s CILCA qualification and what this would entail and mean to the PC.  A copy of this information was supplied to all Councillors but it was agreed that this is something to consider in the future but not at this moment in time.  To be reviewed.

1497
 COMMITTEE MEETINGS


Planning
TBC    
7.30pm
Anvil House, Blacksmiths Alley, Blackmore


Recreation
12.4.11
7.00pm
Tipps Cross R Hall


Environment
11.4.11
7.30pm
Crosse house


Millennium Park
18.4.11
8.00pm
Blackmore V Hall


Parish Council 
21.4.11
7.30pm    
Blackmore V Hall

OTHER ITEMS

1498   
Royal Wedding Street Party


Cllr Henwood reminded everyone of the fund raising quiz supper on Saturday 19th March. 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS – (for discussion only)

1499
Cllr Town confirmed the date for the Parish Spring Clean – Saturday 2nd April at 10am – meeting at Horsefayre Green and Mill Lane Play area.  The Clerk to confirm with the cubs/scouts.  Litter pickers to be collected from the Clerk prior.

1500
Cllr Dean advised that the new bus passes would be coming out soon.  He also noted that the improves to the junction at Swallows Cross had finally been done by BBC.

1501
Cllr Frost mentioned that there were brambles in the hedge at Jericho Place making access dangerous here.  Could Clerk ask Ryan to tend to.

1502
Cllr Henwood had a request from the organisers of the new ‘Queens shopper service’.  They asked if they could perhaps park their bus overnight at the Blackmore Village Hall car park as the service would start and finish at this point.  Cllr Keeble said that this should be OK apart from on the days when the farmers market is held (ie: every 3rd Sunday) and he will speak with the village hall committee to confirm this arrangement and revert with Cllr Henwood.

1503
Cllr Town raised the problem with residents and visitors parking on the grass verge outside No.s 1 and 2 Hillside Cottages, Chelmsford Road.  Could the Clerk please write to them asking them to avoid doing this in future.  She also noted that the driver of the bus also drives over the grass island to pull in opposite the pond and would like them to stop doing this. 

There being no further business, the Meeting closed at  9.50 p.m.



