ORDINARY MEETING OF THE BLACKMORE, HOOK END

& WYATTS  GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Thursday, 21st March 2019 in the committee room of Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.  
Commenced at 7.30pm.    
Members present:  Cllr McCarthy (Chairman), Cllr Keeble (Vice Chairman), Cllr K Bennett, Cllr T Bennett, Cllr Watley, Cllr Lockhart, Cllr Dean, Cllr Thomas and Cllr Clarke.  Susan Clapham (Parish Clerk) and Mrs Nelson (RFO). Also in attendance: Mr Terry Smith, Herald Magazine Editor.
0926
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Cllr Lennon, Cllr Mason, Cllr Cannon and Cllr Geary who had stepped down as Parish Councillor with immediate effect due to a change in circumstances. County Cllr Lesley Wagland and Borough Cllr Aimi Middlehurst had also tendered their apologies.
0927
AMENDMENTS TO MINUTES
Nil amendments. The February 2019 minutes were signed as a correct record by the Chairman. 
0928
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Nil.
0929    OPEN FORUM 
There was one resident in attendance, Peter Jakobsson, the Conservative Candidate for the 2nd May 2019 Borough Council elections. He introduced himself and handed to the Chairman his response to the Local Development Plan opposing the Green Belt development proposals.
0930
PROGRESS CHECK
To receive reports or updates on items or visits made since the previous ordinary Council meeting or Committee meetings.  
· Nothing to report.
0931
CORRESPONDENCE

The Clerk reported on the following items:

The Clerk had received information from a company offering external play area safety inspections. The Clerk will contact them for further information and pricing to compare with RoSPA.
0932
BOROUGH & COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORTS


  Borough Cllr Roger Keeble reported on the following:
· Brentwood Borough Council (BBC) is in partnership with a company to promote the Leisure Centre and William Hunter Way.
· His concern over the Highway’s repairs made to the road and pavements at St Lawrence Gardens and Meadow Rise. Temporary repairs and patching has been carried out and he has relayed his concerns to County Cllr Wagland. The tarmac outside the Co-op has also been repaired but is also a poor repair.
· He has an LDP meeting scheduled with BBC on 23rd April – he will report back.
· Jill Warren, BBC Planning Department, reported that she had only received 100 responses to the LDP Consultation, most of which were from Blackmore. Mr Ratcliffe had however advised previously that in excess of 500 responses had been collected in Blackmore and the surrounding areas and would be/had been lodged.
· The BBC Council Tax demands sent out were incorrect and BBC was in the process of sending out revised letters with the correct information.
In Cllr Middlehurst’s absence, the Clerk reported on the following on her behalf:
· Blackmore BT phone kiosk – Cllr Middlehurst had received an enquiry from a parishioner who was interested in the kiosk being turned into a project to better serve the Community, such as with the Wyatts Green Road kiosk which had been adopted and now housed books for loan. The Clerk had contacted BT to enquire if this was available for adoption should the Council wish to do so (previously it had not been permitted as BT had stipulated it was still in use as a public phone box). Whilst this was being investigated, BT said it would organise for the phone box to be cleaned and also the faulty line would be repaired so it was in working order again. The work was scheduled for the next two weeks. An individual can not adopt the phone kiosk, it would have to be the PC. Cllr Lockhart pointed out that it was listed as grade II and restoration would have to be in keeping with this.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE
0933
FINANCE 

ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT – The Clerk presented the following payment schedules and cheques requiring three Member signatures:

£

Addressee


Description    
     31.68
Digital Graphics Ltd

Inv. 3097 – I x fingerpost sign wording

    245.00
Tipps Cross R Hall

Office Rent

      34.80
Mr R Keeble


reimbursed – strimmer repair & dog fouling notices

    537.08
T Smith



Herald Mag. & Expenses reimbursed

    550.00
SJ & CM Norris


Allotment Rents 

    100.00
G Walker


inv.22.2.19 – rolling football pitches

      60.00
MDL



inv.1410 – grass cutting – Walter Hobbs field only

   1600.00
Kelhatch Press


inv. 4013 – Herald mag. Printing

   5000.00
Unity Trust PC A/C 20343161
Online bank payments

      -
S Clapham


reimbursed – fuel & expenses for period 18.1.19 to 21.3.19    

Direct bank transfer payments via Unity Trust:

S Clapham (wages) FEB. £-
Mrs R Nelson £-

HMR&C– £-
Essex Pension Fund - £-

      
 It was RESOLVED that:

(i) The statutory basis for this item be noted as the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2015;

(ii) The List of Payments is approved as presented in the schedule.


Receipts: Nil 
0934   FINANCIAL REPORTS:  Financial Reports to 28th February 2019
In accordance with the reports distributed prior to the meeting.  Mrs Nelson reported that the PC is currently under budget and it was hoped this would be the case at the year end. 
It was RESOLVED that:

(i) the statutory basis for this item be noted as the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2015; and,

The Financial Report be noted with no other action necessary.
Cllr K Bennett queried the financial position in regards to costs so far with the Lawyers, Holmes and Hills. Cllr McCarthy advised that the invoice of charges had been requested as so far only an estimate of hours had been given, amounting to approximately 11.5 hours at £200/hour. In addition there were charges expected for the last meeting with Michael Harman and David Whipps (Holmes & Hills) which Mr Ratcliffe had also attended plus work accrued for the Consultation submission. Action: It was agreed that the RFO would provide a letter to the Clerk requesting an invoice due to the Council’s financial year end, 31st March, which the Clerk would forward to the Lawyers. Cllr McCarthy also advised that the Clerk had received a call from Cllr Middlehurst with an offer from BBC’s lawyers to speak with Holmes and Hills and that a call between both lawyers had taken place. Whilst it had been hoped that instruction had been given by BBC to remove sites R25 and R26 from the LDP, this had not been given.

FINANCIAL POWERS:
0935
Bin Servicing (BBC)
· The Clerk had no updates to give regarding the FOI request submitted by her to BBC – pending.
· Still no response from Phil Ruck, CEO, BBC.
0936
Annual Review of salaries and costs.


The Clerk, Mrs Nelson and Mr Smith left the meeting for the purposes of Councillors discussing the annual review of salaries and charges. The Clerk would be given a copy of these after the meeting and subject to approval. 

After discussion and approval of the above, the Clerk, Mrs Nelson and Mr Smith re-joined the meeting and business resumed as follows.

0937
MAGAZINE COMMITTEE

Mr Smith advised that after 22 years as magazine Editor, he had decided to step down and retire from the role. He said that he would continue to assist with one more edition to give the PC time to find someone else to take it on. The PC would sorely miss Mr Smith’s input which had been invaluable over the many years and he would be sorely missed. Action: It was agreed that a separate meeting would be called with him to discuss this in greater detail after his imminent holiday.

PLANNING COMMITTEE

0938
 PLANS

The following planning meetings were held since the last ordinary council meeting.  All in accordance with the planning reports made by the committee which were approved and accepted. Cllr Lockhart read out his report:
“Since our last Parish Council meeting the planning committee has met twice.

On 26th February we discussed 2 applications:

One was for 9 new dwellings on the corner of Chelmsford Road and Spriggs Lane (18/01932/FUL) which we objected to. It created a lot of local interest as 28 or 30 residents attended. The architect spoke in support of his proposals and then Mrs Hurford spoke on behalf of the residents. We then gave our views individually which was unanimous. Cllr Roger Keeble gave his views but did not vote.

Many opinions were expressed by the committee including the merits of the application – which were:

· In isolation, it was well designed and laid out with landscaping

· It tidied up a scruffy piece of vacant land on this junction

· And it provided homes for 9 families – some allegedly, affordable

The views against were:

· Setting a dangerous precedent and opening the flood gates for more building on the Green Belt around the village

· Increased traffic along country lanes with no footpaths

· Overwhelming the fragile infrastructure of the village

· It did not satisfy the qualification of “limited infilling” of the village

· It could jeopardise our chances of objecting to the LDP development

Much of the argument hinged on whether it was a Brownfield site or not. There was no evidence to prove that it was and it did not satisfy the legal definition and therefore we dismissed the agent’s claim that is was a Brownfield site.

The 2nd application we considered was for a for a large extension to ‘Sundance’ in Wyatts Green Road (19/00205/FUL) to which we offered no objection.

At our meeting on 19th March, we looked at an application for a Lawful Development Certificate for an existing use at Redrose Farm (19/00243/S191). This was for information only.

We considered an application at 12 Jericho Place, Blackmore for conversion of a garage into a bedroom and adding extensions to front and rear. (19/00343/FUL). To that we offered no objection but raise a query regarding a Building Control matter.

Finally, we considered an application for a side extension at 60 Plovers Mead (19/00298/FUL). To that we offered no objection. 

Our next meeting has been arranged for 9th April 2019.”
0939
OUTSTANDING ENFORCEMENT ISSUES  - As noted on the planning reports submitted to BBC.
0940
BBC’s Local Development Plan (LDP) – (covered under Open Forum and finance 0934).

POS - (PARKS & OPEN SPACES) COMMITTEE

There was a meeting of the Committee on 11th March and copies of the minutes were distributed by the Clerk prior to the meeting.  

· The Council received and accepted the Committee meeting minutes and the following discussions took place relating to items:
0941
Parish Tree Survey 
The removal of the three conifers has been completed and the Committee had approved the work.
0942
Walter Hobbs Football pitches
Cllr Keeble advised that a youth football meeting is being held on Monday 25th, and he will revert back with the proposals made relating to the football pitch maintenance.
0943
NAT’s next scheduled visit

1st to 5th April – list of items to be forwarded to the Clerk and Cllr Keeble – Cllr Keeble is building a list of items to forward to BBC.
0944
RCCE’s Best Kept Village Competition 2019

The Clerk has submitted the application. 

0945
Play area projects – Kick Wall and zip wire (Ted Marriage and Walter Hobbs)


In Cllr Mason’s absence, Cllr Keeble read out the Committee’s proposal as follows:
Proposal
To by and install the following listed play equipment.

Walter Hobbs:
1 x kick wall (also known as a MUGA) @ £

7514.20



1 x zip wire





7345.80





Bonded mulch at tower ends


1522.50




1 x 2 seat junior swing




1913.00





Bonded mulch at base of swing


1218.00




Replacement top soil for the bark pit


  550.00
 








        £20,063.00

Mill Lane:
1 x sit-in Rocker




  786.00

Ted Marriage:
1 x sit-in Rocker




  786.00

Finance
Overall cost:






        £21,365.00

CIF Grant awarded and banked:




          10,000.00

Balance:






          11,365.00

Recommendation

It was recommended that the PC approve the above project and expenditure of £11,365.00.  This approval was proposed by Cllr T Bennett and unanimously agreed. Action: The Clerk is to confirm the order with the supplier, Playquip Leisure. The RAL colour ‘Middle Emerald Green’ for the Zip wire and kick wall was also approved. 
Further Action:

It was agreed that phase two of the project, to install a zip wire and kick wall at Ted Marriage would be considered after further grant funding is sought by the Clerk.
0946
Annual Parish Litter pick 23rd March

Litter pickers, hi-vis jackets and bags are to be collected from the Clerk’s office. She had registered the litter pick event with the ‘Keep Britain Tidy’ Campaign and free bags supplied. Cllr Keeble advised that the fly tipping at Wenlocks Lane had been removed by BBC on 20.3.19.
0947
Parish Christmas lights event
A request had been received from a resident enquiring whether she could hold a mini Christmas market and have stalls on Horsefayre Green to coincide with the PC’s turning on of the Christmas lights, during the hours of 4-8pm. She suggested the date of 30th November and all proceeds she would donate to charity. The PC thought this might be a nice idea to tie the events together and approval was proposed by Cllr Watley and unanimously agreed. Cllr Keeble would enquire if this date clashed with the Church’s Christmas Fayre. 
0948
  POS Committee meeting date
The date for the next meeting was discussed and it was agreed that the most suitable date for the members was the 8th April.  Mrs Nelson agreed to take the minutes as the Clerk was on annual leave that day. 

CLERK’S REPORT 
The Clerk is collating costs to clear Library Green and also costs for projectors and screens (in hand)
0949
 COMMITTEE MEETING

Parks & Open Spaces 
  8.4.19
6.00pm
Tipps X Remembrance Hall

Planning
  9.4.19
5.00pm
Blackmore Village Hall

Parish Council
18.4.19
7.30 pm
Tipps X Remembrance Hall 

INFORMATION EXCHANGE / NEXT AGENDA ITEMS – (for discussion only)   

0950
  ‘Parishioner of the Year’ Award – Cllr McCarthy proposed that it would be a nice idea for residents and volunteers within the parish, be recognised for their hard work and commitment for the services they undertake on behalf of the Community. The event date to coincide with the May Annual Assembly meeting. Candidates had been discussed and it was felt that this year recognition be given to John Hughes and Jenny Dodd for the hard work and effort they put in to producing the superb poppy displays and floral tributes at St Laurence Church. This was proposed by Cllr McCarthy and unanimously agreed. Action: The Clerk to write and invite John Hughes and Jenny Dodd and the POS Committee to discuss suitable award prizes. After this year’s trial, it was hoped that this would be an ongoing event at the Annual Assembly meetings.
0951
Cllr McCarthy advised that sadly, after his time as Chairman on the Parish Council, he would be stepping down from the role from May 2019 allowing for a replacement to take over during the next electoral cycle, May 2019-20.
0952
Cllr McCarthy advised that there was a BBPCA meeting next week so if anyone had any items to be discussed, in addition to the ongoing problems experienced with BBC, to let him know
0953
Cllr Keeble advised that the Village Hall insurance Surveyor visited 20.3.19 and said that two trees needed to be removed. The Village Hall queried this in view of the recent removal of trees there and agreed to get a second opinion. In hand with the Village Hall Committee.

0954
The proposed USA memorial plaque - Cllr McCarthy advised that the agreed wording had gone off to the Diocese for approval. In hand.
END:
There being no further business, the Meeting was closed by the Chairman at 8.55 pm
Signed (Chairman):___________________________________   Date: __________________________ 
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