MEETING OF THE BLACKMORE, HOOK END

& WYATTS  GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Thursday, 15th March 2018 in the committee room of Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.
Commenced at 7.30pm.

Members present:  Cllr McCarthy (Chairman), Cllr Keeble (Vice Chairman), Cllr Mason, Cllr Dean, Cllr Bennett, Cllr Lockhart, Cllr Cannon, Cllr Gearey, Cllr Lennon and Cllr G Town.  Susan Clapham (Parish Clerk).
Also present: Herald Magazine Editor, Terry Smith. 
0626 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

ACTION


Cllr Watley, Cllr Thomas, Mrs Nelson (RFO), County Cllr Lesley Wagland and Borough Cllr Aimi Middlehurst.
0627
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The February minutes were approved without amendment.
0628
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

None.
0629    OPEN FORUM 

Two members of the public were present.  No representations were made. Cllr McCarthy advised that 
the PC and its members had requested an open question and answers session with Phil Drane regarding the LDP consultation. This had so far been denied but a written list was being drafted by the PC and would be sent to Phil Drane so he could prepare some answers.




BBC/RK
 0630
PROGRESS CHECK 
nil
0631
CORRESPONDENCE


The Clerk reported on the following items:
· The Clerk was in receipt of Cllr James Hughes resignation notice dated 26.2.18. Due to Cllr Hughes work and family commitments he was no longer able to dedicate the time to the PC.  The members thanked him for his services and time given and wished him all the best in his future endeavours and James then left the meeting. Cllr Town asked if he could transfer from Hook End & Wyatts Green to Blackmore – the Clerk will enquire with BBC.









Clerk

· BBC NAT’s next visiting the Parish Monday 25th to Friday 29th June – List of jobs to be passed to Cllr Keeble.










POS/RK
· The RCCE Village of the Year Competition 2018 – deadline 4th May.  Clerk to provide a copy of last year’s entry letter to Cllr Cannon and the POS Committee for updating. The Clerk will then submit it with the RCCE.






         


Clerk/POS
· The EPFA Best Kept Playing Fields competition 2018 – deadline 15th April. Clerk to submit the usual entries for all areas.








Clerk

· The Clerk received information from a company offering tracked door to door leaflets/newsletters. The Clerk will hold this on file for future use.

· The 37 bus will be re-running from May.  The 61 bus consultation was cancelled – no changes to services.


BOROUGH & COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORTS

0632
Cllr Keeble reported the following:
· Complaints had been made to Phil Drane regarding the LDP Consultation event held at Tipps Cross. There was a lack of information and answers available when BBC Officers were questioned about the document and the proposals. As mentioned previously, a total of 21 questions had been compiled and sent to Phil Drane, pending a reply. Subjects covered issues with flooding, access and amenities.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE

0633
FINANCE 

ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT – The Clerk presented the following payment schedule. Cheques were circulated for signing.
   
CHEQUES:

   
£

Addressee


Description

  720.00
M D Landscapes (Anglia) Ltd
inv.1099 reinstate the hex.swing ground, W.Hobbs

            
    60.00
RCCE



Annual membership renewal

 
 1600.00
Kelhatch Press


inv.3721. Herald magazine publication

 
 4000.00
Unity Trust PC Account

Online bank payments

  237.50
Tipps X R Hall


Quarterly Office Rent

    
  100.00
SJ & CM Norris

Allotment Head Rent

      
       -

S Clapham


Expenses/mileage reimbursed for period 19.1.18 to 5.3.18

      
   10.00

EPFA



Best kept playing field competition entry fee 


Direct bank transfer payments via Unity Trust:

S Clapham (wages) £-
HMR&C £-
Essex Pension Fund £-
Mrs R Nelson £-

 

BACS payment to be made Pending receipt of invoice for quotations approved by the POS Committee:

Total Landscapes: £225 to remove the damaged fencing at Soap House Corner

Total Landscapes: £400 to repair the damaged external fencing at Mill Lane play area

      
It was RESOLVED that:

(i) The statutory basis for this item be noted as the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2015;

(ii) The List of Payments is approved as presented in the schedule.

Receipts: The Clerk reported that she had received notification of a BACs payment from HMR&C for the VAT refund of £7618.57 for the period 1/10/17 to 31/12/17.

Flag quotations (for approval): The Clerk provided a quotation for the purchase of new flags for the memorial, Blackmore. These would be used to commemorate the forthcoming Royal wedding and the US Airmen memorial service at the Church. The PC considered the purchase of both a Union Jack flag and a USA flag. 

Union Jack: £49.50 plus VAT and delivery – sewn, 2 yard flag.


USA flag:£68.00 plus VAT and delivery – sewn, 2 yard flag.


It was proposed by Cllr Mason and agreed that the Clerk would proceed with the purchase of the Union Jack flag and the POS Committee could investigate the protocol to fly the USA flag alongside the Union Jack before the Clerk would purchase the USA flag. POS to discuss and advise the Clerk.
POS  


0634    FINANCIAL REPORTS:  Financial Reports to 28th February 2018

Reports were distributed prior to the meeting.  All was in accordance with the reports with no amendments or queries.  Cllr Bennett reported that there was a £7,000 expenditure saving against budget which was likely to continue to the end of the year. This would help act as a buffer for the £13,000 precept shortfall.   

It was RESOLVED that:

(i)
The statutory basis for this item be noted as the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2015; and,

(ii)        The February 2018 Financial Report be noted with no other action necessary.
0635
FINANCIAL POWERS 

The members considered the annual salary and costs review for the following:

The Clerk’s salary – Clerk to remain on the NALC salary scales. Subject to her annual appraisal (date to be set), this would increase in line with the salary scales from 1st April.



Mrs Nelson’s pay

Terry Smith’s pay (Herald Magazine)

Blackmore Parochial Trust rents

Village hall cricket and football rents

Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall Admin fee


As proposed by Cllr Bennett, the meeting agreed the increases discussed and the Clerk would receive a copy from Cllr Bennett for file purposes.
KB

The Clerk had received the invoice from BBC for the dog and waste bin services totalling £932.88. Cllr Bennett read to the meeting the letter which he and the Clerk had sent to BBC in relation to those services provided by the PC which are provided by BBC to the residents in the non parished areas within the rates collected. There is a question of double taxation to the residents of the parishes who not only pay the same rates but they then pay an additional precept to cover similar services, i.e. dog and litter bin servicing, grass cutting, planters and play area inspections/upgrades/maintenance. Pending BBC’s response, it was proposed by Cllr Bennett and unanimously agreed that payment of the above invoice would be withheld until a response had been received.


Cllr McCarthy outlined the 6 pieces of legislation covering the handover of Brentwood and Ongar to Brentwood District Council when the agreement was made to offer the parish councils a Grant (later called Discretionary Grants) to reimburse the parish Councils for such costs as outlined above. These documents can be viewed at the Records Archive Office in Kew should they be required. 

As BBC had now ceased all Discretionary Grant payments to the parish council, it was felt that the double taxation issues needed addressing.

BBC
0636
MAGAZINE COMMITTEE

Terry Smith advised all was going OK. The next deadline: 22nd April.


 He would be attending the forthcoming ‘Your Community Libraries and You’ meeting to be held at Brentwood Library on 20th March – 7-9pm. He will report back.

Mr Smith reported that the new mobile library service timetable starts on 3rd April but the dates scheduled were not helpful to the residents or the preschool at Tipps Cross. The service would be reduced, even though it was one of the most used services, to a weekend slot when either residents would be out mid afternoon and the preschool is not open. This would be a loss to all users and it was hoped that it would not be so underused that ECC would remove the service at some stage in the future altogether. The PC would email ECC stating its concerns. Cllr McCarthy thanked Mr Smith for his efforts and input re the LDP consultation.
Clerk
 


PLANNING COMMITTEE

0637
 PLANS

The Planning Committee had not met since the last PC meeting as no applications had been received. The next meeting is scheduled for 27th March at Blackmore Village Hall committee room – 5.45pm. 

Cllr Lockhart reported that he had attended an EALC planning training course at Great Dunmow on 10th March which he found every useful. Cllr McCarthy reported that the Bull Public House would be open for business from December 2019. 

0638
OUTSTANDING ENFORCEMENT ISSUES 
 
No new updates received from BBC.  Cllr Lockhart and Cllr Keeble are dealing with outstanding enforcements with BBC as not all items were on the last list issued by BBC.

0639 
PARKS AND OPENS SPACES COMMITTEE

There was a meeting of the Committee on 5th March 2018 and copies of the minutes were distributed prior to the meeting.  

The Council received and accepted the Committee meeting minutes.   The following items were discussed, as reported by Cllr Mason : 
· Fingerpost project – Cllr Lockhart prepared a spread sheet of all costs involved. The two contractors, Deckanon and Stuart Allen, had been asked to produce proforma invoices covering the costs as required by EALC so that they could process the payment to the PC in advance of the works being undertaken.





 


Parish Clerk
· Parish Tree Survey – Ongoing. POS Committee has visited various sites around the parish and are in the process of drafting a list of trees. The Clerk will then liaise with surveyors for quotations.  POS
· ECC outstanding items – A further meeting is to be scheduled with Cllr Wagland upon her return.
· Soap House Corner footpath – Cllr Mason reported that due to complaints received, he had inspected the fencing and reported that it was broken and hazardous to pedestrians. He had made safe until works could be properly completed by the contractor. The Clerk had obtained a quote to remove the fencing from Total Landscapes totalling £225. The farmer has no objections to its removal so it was proposed by Cllr Mason and approved that the Clerk would instruct Total Landscapes to undertake the work as soon as possible – scheduled date 15th/16th March.



Clerk
· MDL had completed the removal of the bark and weeds from the old hexagonal swing area, Blackmore playing field. It had been levelled off and re-seeded and the boundary cordoned off. 
· Parish Spring Clean Litter Pick 24th March (10am-12noon) - The Clerk had received quotations for the purchase and printing of hi-vis waistcoats for the Parish Litter picks. Wording on the back to read ‘Parish Council Volunteer’. The price of £160 plus VAT for 40 waistcoats from a local Brentwood Company was proposed by Cllr Bennett and approved. The Clerk was instructed to purchase them.










Clerk
The Clerk had registered the litter pick event with the ‘Keep Britain Tidy’ campaign and they had provided her with 80 refuse sacks free of charge. 
· MDL had advised that the first scheduled grass cut was for 22nd March, weather permitting.

· The Clerk reported that Total Landscapes had re-sited the waste bin outside Barneys store room, Blackmore VH which continues to be pulled out of the ground. It had been re-cemented to double the depth (approximately 8-10”) and it was hoped that this would secure it.  
0640

Parish Firework event 2018

Cllr Keeble advised that he had made a provisional order placement for the fireworks should the event proceed. This can be adjusted/cancelled later if need be. Cllr’s Keeble and Cannon are looking for a suitable event co-ordinator and would report back.
0641
Over-weight vehicles


Reports had been received of large HGV’s in the parish, in particular to the Wyatts Green Road and Pettits Lane and Mountnessing areas, even though these roads are subject to 7.5 ton weight restrictions. The Clerk had collated the information and supporting photographs and would report these to Trading Standards, as advised by Cllr Wagland.  A further meeting with her is anticipated. 
CLERK’S REPORT
0642
The Clerk reported on the following items:

· GDPR implementation – The new General Data Protection Regulations come into effect 25th May 2018. Training is being organised by the Clerk with EALC (details to be confirmed).  The Clerk handed out a summary of the Act and information supplied by EALC/NALC (appendices attached). 
· The Clerk is investigating policy and Procedural requirements with the ICO, SLCC, EALC and NALC associations. She is currently undertaking a Data mapping and audit exercise and will provide regular updates. 

0643
Meeting dates:

Planning
27 March 18 - 5.45 pm
Blackmore Village Hall  


Parks & Open Spaces 
9 April 18 - 6.00 pm        
Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall

Parish Council
19 April 18 – 7.30pm             
Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall 


INFORMATION EXCHANGE / NEXT AGENDA ITEMS – (for discussion only) 
0644
Cllr Bennett had received some information advising that the Stapleford Abbotts private aerodrome was applying to have commercial airport status. The Clerk was asked to investigate this further via the web site link provided and report back with further information on the consultation.                                       
Clerk

0645
Cllr Lennon reported that he had attended the last local bus meeting but had nothing to report for this parish.  
0646
Cllr  Keeble reported that the Half Marathon will again be coming through the Parish on Sunday 18th March. 
END:
There being no further business, the Meeting was closed by the Chairman at 9.20 pm
Signed (Chairman):___________________________________   Date: __________________________ 
4

