MEETING OF THE BLACKMORE, HOOK END

& WYATTS  GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Thursday, 16th June 2016 in the committee room of Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.  

Commenced at 7.30pm.    

Members present:  Cllr McCarthy (Chairman), Cllr Watley, Cllr Bennett,  Cllr Town, Cllr Lennon, Cllr Dean, Cllr Frost, Cllr Lockhart, Cllr Thomas.   Susan Barnes (Parish Clerk) and Rosemarie Nelson (Responsible Financial Officer - RFO) present.
Also present: County Cllr Ann Naylor

Apologies for absence: Cllr Mason, Cllr Keeble and Borough Cllr Aimi Middlehurst.
0041
AMENDMENTS TO MINUTES
Nil amendments. The June 2016 minutes were signed as a correct record.
0042
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Nil.
0043   OPEN FORUM 

Cllr McCarthy welcomed the meeting.  There were four residents in attendance.  
A representative of the thrift Green Trotters running club wished to advise the meeting of their annual 10k fun run on Sunday 3rd July.  The meeting and race would be held between the hours 11am – 12.30noon and the runners would be passing through the village.  There were no road closures and the club had written to residents advising them.

The same lady also representing the Blackmore village fayre committee, discussed the power supply on the Green which they had previously used.  They asked if they could investigate the power supply further so they could ensure their electrician could safely plug into the power supplied there. The Council advised that it had never received a bill for any electricity at the Green and agreed that the Blackmore village fayre committee should ensure their qualified electrician looks into the power outlet to check safety regulations are met. She will report back to the Council.

0044
PROGRESS CHECK
To receive reports or updates on items or visits made since the previous ordinary Council meeting or Committee meetings.  The Clerk enquired if the PC was happy to approve the donation to Blackmore primary school towards its pool running costs.  The forms had been returned and a figure of £750.00 sought.  This was proposed by Cllr Bennett, and unanimously approved that the Clerk would also write confirming that a condition of the grant, and any future grants, is that the PC must received opening dates for parish use as early as possible for advertising in the Herald magazine.  The school however replied that this was always subject to the availability of a life guard who could not always be obtained until last minute. The Clerk would post the cheque to the school with a covering letter to this effect.


CORRESPONDENCE

The Clerk reported on the following correspondence received at the Parish Office since the last Ordinary meeting and subsequent committee meetings:-

0045
The Clerk read out an email request from the Essex Area Triumph stag road trip – Sunday 3rd July – requesting to park on the Green between 11.00am – 11.45am.  The PC gave permission subject to weather conditions.  If the ground was too wet then they could not be allowed to park there and would have to reinstate any damage if it occurred.  

BOROUGH & COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORTS
0046
County Cllr Ann Naylor commented that she had difficulty locating the damaged and loose kerb stones at Plovers Mead.  It was agreed that the Clerk would supply the exact location and supporting photographs.

0047 
Cllr Naylor also advised that all Highways money had been allocated for this year and it was very unlikely that the damaged bus shelter at Plovers Barron, Church Lane, Doddinghurst would be replaced or even repaired.  There was still some discrepancy over who owned this, ie: ECC or BBC, but it was advised that it was more likely to belong to ECC.  Cllr Naylor, with the help of the Clerk and Cllr Keeble, will continue to pursue this.


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE
0048
FINANCE 

ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT – The Clerk presented the following payment schedules and cheques requiring three Member signatures:

£

Addressee


Description

          -
S Barnes


April’s mileage expenses claimed (not p/cash) 

    
274.97

HM R & C


Tax and NI (June)

         17133.00

Hags SMP


Gym equipment payment

           1915.81

Zurich Insurance

P Council insurance premium

           1148.91

MDL



parish grass cutting – inv.466

               36.00

CPRE



annual membership renewal

               66.00

RCCE



Annual membership renewal

               24.98

Affinity water


water supply to B/More playing field

               19.54

Affinity water


Water supply to B/More war memorial

           1500.00

Kelhatch press


Herald magazine – inv. 3610

               -

Mrs R Nelson


book keeping

Direct bank transfer payments via Unity Trust:

£  -

Essex Pension Fund

June pension contributions
£-  

S Barnes


Clerk’s June salary

£    -

S Barnes


May’s mileage expenses

      
 It was RESOLVED that:

(i) The statutory basis for this item be noted as the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2011;

(ii) The List of Payments is approved as presented in the schedule.


Receipts: Nil
0049    FINANCIAL REPORTS:  Financial Reports to 31st May 2016
In accordance with the reports distributed prior to the meeting, Mrs Nelson (RFO) reported that finances were looking healthy at present and in accordance with budgets. Accruals had also been made at the year end.

It was RESOLVED that:

(i) the statutory basis for this item be noted as the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2011; and,

(ii)       The May 2016 Financial Report be noted with no other action necessary.
0050
FINANCIAL POWERS:
(a) Mrs Nelson advised that the internal audit had been carried out and the auditor was very happy with the systems the PC has in place. The Clerk and Chairman duly signed the audit report.  Mrs Nelson will address any small issues raised.  The auditor was very pleased with our risk assessment form produced in 2015.  The Clerk’s mileage expenses were now being claimed separately and not out of petty cash. 
(b) Mrs Nelson had produced the year end accounts which had been duly circulated.  Cllr McCarthy signed three copies as approved.  Cllr McCarthy thanked Mrs Nelson for doing such a great job.

( c ) Cllr McCarthy, in accordance with the Policy & Resources meeting minutes of 7th June, advised that the application to convert the existing squash court to a shop from the Blackmore Village Hall committee and Clare Corby had been rejected based on the application not meeting the conditions of the Deeds of Trust.  Also, applying for a PWLB loan of that size, in the region of £65,000, was not good practise and would potentially reduce any future loans the PC might wish to apply for relating to parish projects.  This had been put in writing to the village hall committee. 
0051
BRENTWOOD BOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL ASSOCIATION

  A meeting had been held on 8th June at 7pm in the committee room of the Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.  The Clerk, Cllr McCarthy and Cllr Watley had attended and Cllr McCarthy gave a brief report.

The BBPCA committee had agreed to stay formed as felt the collaboration was better able to deal with BBC issues as they arose than independantly.  There is currently a secretarial vacancy as of September, and recruitment was underway.  The next meeting is scheduled for 7th September – 7pm – at Doddinghurst. 
0052
BBC/PC LIAISON MEETING 

Held on 14/6/16 – 6.30-8.30PM – Town Hall.  Cllr McCarthy and the Clerk present.  Cllr McCarthy gave a report:

· LDP – Phil Drane, BBC gave an update presentation.  BBC still sifting through the consultation replies.  13,000 people responded and 4,000 individual comments received. BBC will be preparing a response this summer and drawing information for submission in Spring 2017. He confirmed that they were still keen to progress the Dunton village garden option with the necessary A12 and A127 development being favoured and more sustainable.  BBC was not proposing any development of its green belt.  However, this was all subject to the inspectorate and public inspection in summer 2017.

· Town Centre Action Plan – The Bay Tree shopping centre and William Hunter Way car park was still being looked at in terms of development and greatly improving the area and economy of Brentwood.

· Lower Thames crossing – Four routes were currently being investigated by Highways England.  Route 4 was not acceptable as would ruin the plans for the LDP as it would go through the Dunton Garden suburb.  Option 3 was the preferred route and most likely choice as it would go through Thurrock at the Junction of 29/30 of the M25.

· Community Safety Partnership was briefly touched on.

· Local listing register – this is being devised by Paulette McAllister, BBC.  Any buildings or features of cultural, historical interest could be registered to help protect them.  This history would be recorded and should any Councils/individuals have any items for consideration they are to contact her to discuss.

· Devolution of Essex - Potential to have a mayor of Essex being considered.  This could mean more funding to local councils as well as more devolved powers.

The next meeting is scheduled for 8th November, 6.30pm.  Items can be added for inclusion on the agenda by emailing the Clerk.          
0053
MAGAZINE COMMITTEE

Nothing to report in Terry Smith’s absence.  Cllr McCarthy wished to record that both Terry and Eileen were doing such a fantastic job at producing the parish magazine.

PLANNING COMMITTEE

0054
 PLANS

The following planning meetings were held since the last ordinary council meeting.  All in accordance with the planning reports made by the committee.  Cllr Lockhart advised that the committee had looked at 10 planning applications, 9 had no objections and only 1 was queried due to lack of suitable drawings. The reports were approved and accepted by the PC. Cllr McCarthy advised that the Clerk was investigating the BBC planning policy on consulting with parish councils on planning applications.

24th May 2016  – Applications discussed: 

16/00580/FUL – No objections. 

16/00657/TPO – No objections assuming nesting season would be allowed to finish first.


16/00553/FUL – Unable to comment until further site plan received showing rear garden development.


16/00541/LBC – No objection subject to consent of Listed Buildings Officer regarding new windows.


16/00643/FUL – No objections.


14th June 2016 – Applications discussed: 
                16/00673/FUL – No objection – subject to not setting an unwelcome precedent elsewhere in the Parish


16/00711/FUL – No objections.


16/00699/FUL – No objections


16/00769/FUL – No objections


16/00681/FUL – No objections.

0055
OUTSTANDING ENFORCEMENT ISSUES 
 
As per the reports. 

Cllr Bennett queried the BBC outcome relating to the driveway of the property ‘Oak fold’.  Cllr Lockhart and Cllr Mason will look into this further.
 
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE


There was a meeting of the Environment Committee on 6th June and copies of the minutes were distributed by the Clerk prior to the meeting.  

· The Council received and accepted the Committee meeting minutes and the following discussions took place relating to items:
0056
Loose kerb stones, Plovers Mead 

As per Ann Naylor’s report.  Clerk to provide her with exact location and photographs.

0057
Parish odd jobs

The Clerk confirmed that Total Landscapes would now be completing on a monthly basis the tidying and maintenance of the Blackmore war memorial and the village roundabout.  Quotes had been supplied and approved. 
0058
Bus shelter, Watsons corner
Cllr Lockhart advised that the damaged roof has since got much worse and is worried that someone could be hurt if the roof was to collapse.  This should be the responsibility of ECC Highways to maintain or remove the structure for safety reasons.  The Clerk has supplied several photos and emails in support of this to ECC and is chasing for an inspection by them.  Cllr Lockhart said that ECC had a duty of care to at least de-commission this dangerous shelter if a risk to public safety. Cllr Naylor will assist and chase ECC for an answer/resoultion.  
0059
Blackmore name sign
The name of the man who is to provide a quotation was corrected from the environment minutes.  It should be Mr Hinde and not Mr Heinz.
0060
Library Green (over grown)

A working party has been organised for 29th June at 10.00am to clear this.
0061
Hall Cottage - land




Helen Cannon is speaking with a local neighbour to enquire as to who might own this strip of land and if anyone was able to mow it.  She will report back to the Clerk with her findings.
0062
Vandalised bus shelter (Gunnells Corner)

Clerk had reported this to BBC and it had appeared they had come out and promptly cleaned it as it is OK now.

0063
Sight lines – visibility to driver’s at various junctions around the parish

The Clerk had reported various areas of concern to BBC.  They confirmed (Tracy Lynch) that all sight lines within the Borough were being tended to next week.  Monitor.

RECREATION COMMITTEE

There was a committee meeting held on 7th June 2016 and the minutes were circulated prior to the meeting.  

· The Council received and accepted the Committee meeting minutes and the following items of business discussed.
0064
Ted Marriage Field
As proposed by the recreation committee, approval was sought for expenditure to be incurred of £950 (plus VAT, plus installation costs) to purchase three picnic tables/with seats with NBB Recycled Furniture.  These are also subject to the costs of ground anchors totalling £213.  These would replace the damaged or rotten wooden picnic tables at the recreation areas.  Two replacements were required immediately and would cost £425 each if purchased individually (plus the additionals), or three could be ordered for £950.00.
 This was proposed by Cllr Lockhart and unanimously agreed.  The Clerk will place the order and liaise with the recreation committee for locations.
0065
Mill Lane Play Area
The work underneath the swings and cabin slide had been completed satisfactorily by Total Landscapes.
0066
Walter Hobbs Recreation Field and Play Area
In accordance with the June recreation minutes.
0067
Outdoor Gym Equipment 

The Clerk advised she had negotiated with HAGS SMP a discount to their invoice of £632.50, which was a 50% reduction on the site security and project management fees which she had queried.  The Clerk also confirmed she had managed to obtain an additional grant amount of £500 towards this plus an extra incentive discount of £500 from HAGS SMP when the order was placed which would reduce the PC’s outlay.  This invoice would now be paid and the job completed. 
0068
Blackmore Parochial Charities – Lease renewal

In hand with Cllr Bennett, the clerk and solicitors Wortley Byers.
0069 
Grass cutting contracts – general

The Clerk had noticed that some of the grass had appeared to be missed, possibly off the revised contracts placed with MDL.  Could all committees please monitor and report any un-cut areas to the Clerk for inclusion.

0070    CLERK’S REPORT

The Clerk will draw up new Councillor details lists and committee lists along with the notice board councillor information. Could all councillors please let her know they are happy to have their details shown on the notice boards.

0071
 COMMITTEE MEETINGS


Environment
  11/7/16
7.30 pm
Tipps X Remembrance Hall

Recreation 
  12/7/16
7.00pm
Tipps X Remembrance Hall

Planning
  4/7/17
4.45pm
Tipps X Remembrance Hall


Parish Council
 21/7/16
7.30 pm
Tipps X Remembrance Hall 
0072
Defibrillators   
· The Clerk is organising training with the Ambulance Service First Responders – Parish Council volunteers required as well as Village hall user groups (Blackmore and Tipps X) – Please register your interest with the Clerk as soon as possible.
· The funding with the British Heart Foundation has re-opened and the Clerk has applied for grant funding for a Blackmore defibrillator.  
0073
Finger posts

Cllr McCarthy enquired with Cllr Ann Naylor the situation and ECC policy regarding missing or damaged signage finger posts.  Ann Naylor is querying this with ECC as they previously said they would not prioritise their replacement but only highways directional signage, ie; the metal road signs.  This would be a huge shame for rural parishes/villages as it was all part of the rural look and feel and historically they had always been there.  Cllr Frost also suggested adding the duck pond crossing sign to the list too.
Cllr Frost suggested we list all our finger posts and signs so we can monitor this more closely as some were already missing.  Cllrs and committees to group this information together.  
INFORMATION EXCHANGE / NEXT AGENDA ITEMS – (for discussion only)   

0074
Standing Orders – Cllr McCarthy advised the meeting that it had been suggested by NALC and the EALC that Parish Councils adopt the standard and universal Standing Orders in their entirety.  It was suggested that the PC still use its own edited version for use in the conduct of PC meetings for ease of reference, but that the PC should formally adopt the full version in addition and as recommended.
END:
There being no further business, the Meeting was closed by the Chairman at 9.05 pm
Signed (Chairman):___________________________________   Date: __________________________ 
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