MEETING OF THE BLACKMORE, HOOK END

& WYATTS  GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Thursday, 18th June 2015 in the committee room of Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.  
Commenced at 7.30pm.    
Members present:  Cllr Keeble (acting Chairman), Cllr Bennett,  Cllr McCarthy, Cllr Mason, Cllr Hall, Cllr Town and Cllr Frost.   Susan Barnes (Parish Clerk) and Rosemarie Nelson (Responsible Financial Officer - RFO) present.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from:  Councillors Watley, Henwood, Dean, Spiers, and Lennon.  County Cllr Ann Naylor had also previously tendered her apologies.
Also present:  Mr Terry Smith – Herald magazine editor. 

AMENDMENTS TO MINUTES
· The May 2015 annual minutes were signed as a correct record with the following amendment: Cllr’s Lennon and Frost to be added to the Environment Committee.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

· Cllr Hall declared an interest – reference item 3321) submission of grant application form from Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall as he is Chairman of the Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall Management Committee.

· Cllr Bennett declared an interest to item 3321) as auditor for Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.

· Cllr Keeble advised that as a newly elected member of the Brentwood Borough Council’s planning committee he would be unable to comment or vote on any planning issues or applications at Parish Council meetings. 

OPEN FORUM 
Cllr Keeble welcomed the meeting.  There were two residents in attendance – no representations were made.
PROGRESS CHECK
To receive reports or updates on items or visits made since the previous ordinary Council meeting or Committee meetings.  
· The Clerk advised that as reported last month, ‘Historic England’ had contacted her regarding Blackmore War Memorial. They are in the process of compiling a list, subject to criteria from the Secretary of State, to register buildings of special architectural or historic interest.  The War memorial application has been included for consideration.

CORRESPONDENCE
The Clerk reported on the following correspondence received at the Parish Office since the last Ordinary meeting and subsequent committee meetings:-
3362
The Clerk read out a letter from a resident of First Avenue concerning speeding traffic and querying the road speed signage in place.  The resident requested whether the speed of the road in the residential area of Hook End Lane and First Avenue could be reduced from the current 40mph to 30mph as she felt this was too fast for the location and the road conditions.  The Council considered this and the Clerk was requested to make enquiries with Essex County Council regarding this.  The Clerk had viewed the Essex Police website to check the last speed checks carried out within the Parish but no recent dates could be found.  It appeared that the last police speed checks were carried out in 2014.
3363
The Clerk read out a letter from Brentwood Borough Council (BBC) reminding the PC that it still has a vacancy to co opt a councillor.  The Clerk will advertise this on the notice boards.


3364
The Clerk had received a letter from Affinity water regarding the water meter at the Walter Hobbs playing field.  The Clerk was asked to contact Affinity and confirm this was only used during the cricket season and not all year.

3365
The Clerk read out an email received from the Thrift Green Trotters Club.  They advised that they would be holding their next annual 10k run through the village of Blackmore on Sunday 5th July.  

3366
The Clerk advised that she had recently applied to the ECC 2015 winter salt scheme. The Council advised they had enough stocks for this year and the Clerk would cancel further supplies.    
BOROUGH & COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORTS
3367
Cllr Keeble reported that with the change of administration at Brentwood Council, the ward budgets allocated to him and Cllr Henwood have been reduced from £1300 to £685.  He also advised that as he is now on the planning committee at Brentwood he could therefore not comment on any planning applications discussed at Parish Council meetings. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE
3368
FINANCE 

ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT – The Clerk presented the following payment schedules and cheques requiring three Member signatures:

£

Addressee


Description

   -
Essex Pension Fund

Pension (June)

     75.00
Petty cash


(June) petty cash  

  -
Mrs R Nelson


Book –keeping (June)

   -

HM Revenue & Customs
Tax and NI contributions (June)

2000.00

PC Unity Trust A/C:20343161
June direct debits

  182.40
Blackmore V Hall

annual CCTV maintenance – PC’s share

    20.98
Mrs R Nelson


reimbursement – Parish seal

4092.00
Essex Field Fencing Ltd

Inv.1998, allotment fencing – balance

1257.42
M D Landscapes Ltd

Inv.128, grass cutting

1959.49
Zurich Insurance

PC insurance renewal . Inv.18216956

    60.01
Join-IT



Inv.37059 – photocopier staples

 120.00
Bits & Bytes


Inv.30293 – New PC monitor

   24.60
J Oddy & Sons Ltd

Inv. 129107 – post mix etc

   24.62
Affinity water


For Blackmore playing field

 381.25
Mr T Smith


Inv.15/6/15 – Herald Magazine

   61.56
Mr T Smith


Reimbursables – receipt – postage

1460.00
Kelhatch Press


Inv. 3544 – Herald Mag production

 769.50
Mr K Stanbridge

Inv.06/15 – PC maintenance

   19.98

Mr K Stanbridge

reimbursables – weed killer – receipt

      
 It was RESOLVED that:

(i) The statutory basis for this item be noted as the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2011;

(ii) The List of Payments is approved as presented in the schedule.

Receipts: Nil
Parish Council Insurance Renewal: The Clerk confirmed that the Parish Council insurance renewal had been set up with Zurich Insurance.  The total cost for the annual premium was £1959.49 which included all assets and mid-term inclusions plus additional cover for the allotment fencing (all risks including theft and vandalism as well as impact).  This also includes cover for the increased value of the new photocopier as required by the leasing company, giving a final annual premium saving of £1077.97.  The cheque was approved and signed. 
Cllr Hall presented to the Council on behalf of the Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall trustees, a grant application form for the refurbishment of the hall’s disabled toilets – request made £750.00.  The Parish Council received the application for consideration and this will be discussed at the July PC meeting. 

            FINANCIAL REPORTS:  Financial Reports to 31st May 2015
In accordance with the reports distributed prior to the meeting, Mrs Nelson (RFO) reported that regarding the allotments, 18 out of the 24 plots were currently let out.    
It was RESOLVED that:

(i) the statutory basis for this item be noted as the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2011; and,

(ii)       The May 2015 Financial Reports be noted with no other action necessary.
3369
FINACIAL POWERS
· Approval of 2014-15 Accounts and approval/signing of the Annual Return.  Copies of the accounts for 2014-15 were distributed to Cllr’s and it was proposed by Cllr Mason, seconded by Cllr Hall and unanimously agreed that the 2014-15 annual accounts be approved.  These were duly signed by Cllr Keeble.  The Annual Return form was duly signed by Cllr Keeble and the Clerk and this will be submitted to the External Auditor by the RFO.

· Internal Parish Audit.  Following the audit on 9th June, the Auditor’s recommendations were discussed in brief and Mrs Nelson will distribute copies of the report to all Cllr’s next month.  The recommendations are being considered and dealt with by the Parish Clerk and RFO accordingly. 
3370
Roadway Rents 2015

The Clerk has invoiced, pending payments.

3371
COMMUNITY POLICE MEETING

Nothing new to report.
3372
COMMUNITY BUS



Nothing new to report.  
3373
BLACKMORE CENTRE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE

Cllr Keeble reported that the new kitchen had been completed and was being well used.
3374
BLACKMORE SPORTS ARENA – (formerly MUGA)

Nothing new to report
3375
MOBILE LIBRARY
Nothing new to report
3376
BRENTWOOD BOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL ASSOCIATION
  Pending meeting minutes for the last meeting held on10th June.  It was noted that Gordon Glenday, Head of BBC planning did not attend as guest speaker as originally planned.
3377      Blackmore recycling area – fencing and revised pathway ideas 


The Clerk had received drawings/photos and would submit these to County Cllr Ann Naylor when she returned from her holiday. The Clerk had emailed BBC asking if they could remove the wrought iron fencing, pending a reply.  Cllr Keeble advised the site had been subject to a small amount of fly tipping since the removal of the site but it was hoped that if parking spaces could be mapped out in the area and the fencing removed, this would deter this. 
BLACKMORE MILLENNIUM PARK

3378
 PROGRESS REPORT

It was reported that there had been a little litter present but no visible dog fouling of late.  Cllr McCarthy would make some new laminated signs as it had been noted that someone had removed the old dog fouling signs. This would be added to the Recreation committee’s agenda from June.

PLANNING COMMITTEE
3379
 PLANS

There had been no planning meetings held since the last ordinary council meeting as no planning applications had been received for this period .  
3380
OUTSTANDING ENFORCEMENT ISSUES 
 
The Bull Public House, Church Street, Blackmore - Cllr Keeble reported that a large bough of the willow tree in the garden had come off and obstructed the road.  As it was a Sunday evening Cllr Keeble worked with some local residents to move the obstruction from the road making the area safe.  Both Cllr Keeble and the Clerk had since emailed Alan Marsh, BBC reporting this and asking that a survey is carried out on the other tree limbs to ensure the same thing didn’t happen again.


Cllr Keeble asked the PC to consider the option of registering the Bull Public House as a ‘Community Asset’ to protect the future of the public house.  The Clerk handed out the information form BBC’s website to all Councillors for them to consider.  This would be added to the July PC meeting agenda.         
 ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

There was a meeting of the Environment Committee on 8th June 2015 and copies of the 
minutes were distributed by the Clerk prior to the meeting.  

· The Council received and accepted the Committee meeting minutes and the following discussions took place relating to items:
The Clerk advised that the maintenance man (Kevin) will be away on holiday for three weeks on 19th June and will not return until approximately 10th July for maintenance work to resume.  

3381
Allotments

This would move to the Parish Council meeting agenda and be removed from the Environment Committee agenda from July.

The Clerk reported that with the change of administration at BBC it had become apparent during her recent meeting with Laurie Gibbings, Legal Department, BBC that the privilege of free legal assistance and advice to the PC as with the allotments had been removed.  
3382
Ponds
Cllr McCarthy reported that he had recently changed the padlock on the door of the pond notice board so it was accessible again and he felt that a new door was not necessary.  The Clerk would advise Kevin that he did not need to make a new door as previously requested. 
3383
Chelmsford Road – island at junction



The Clerk reported that she had contacted Tracy Lynch, BBC as advised by the Rangers to book in the ground levelling and re-seeding and was awaiting a date for the work to proceed.  Clerk continues to chase.
3384
Soap House footpath fence repairs
Clerk has requested Kevin to provide a further quote. Clerk also to request a quote with KD Fencing and John Bell.

Other items:

3385 
Japanese knot weed 
This had been reported to BBC.  They confirmed they had signed up to a three year contract with a specialist to deal with this problem within the borough.

3386
Planters
The Clerk was requested to contact Matthews Plants and organise the re-planting. 
3387  
Tree on Horsefayre Green
The Clerk was requested to instruct Kevin to trim the two low hanging tree limbs – Cllr Town will show him. 
3388
Ponds - mallards
It was reported that there are too many mallards on the ponds.  The Council considered whether action was required to re-balance this.  It was proposed by Cllr Mason, seconded by Cllr Hall and agreed that no further action was required and that nature should take its course. There were four votes for and two votes against this proposal.
Cllr Town advised that Bluebell farm had offered to donate a floating duck platform or house for the pond and it was agreed that the Committee would consider this.

3389 
Parish Maintenance


The Clerk reported on a recent situation concerning the grass cutting contractor and the maintenance man and a conflict over responsibilities and work practices.  The Council discussed the current issues and the Clerk was asked to investigate other sources for maintenance work to be undertaken as it had been noted that the list for outstanding works was increasing. 

HERALD MAGAZINE

3390
NEXT EDITION

Terry Smith advised that one of the long standing volunteers who has been delivering the Parish magazine for over 20 years has to step down due to health problems and it would be nice to send her some flowers or a garden voucher.  It was agreed by the Chairman that Terry Smith would purchase the voucher up to the value of £25 and the Council would reimburse him as a thank you for her long standing services.   
RECREATION COMMITTEE
There was a committee meeting held on 9th June 2015 and the minutes were circulated prior to the meeting.  

· The Council received and accepted the Committee meeting minutes and the following items of business discussed.
3391
New signs for all recreation areas
 
Cllr McCarthy had evaluated the old play area signage in situ and the information was found to be old and outdated.  He therefore proposed that new updated signs be purchased which was seconded by Cllr Keeble and unanimously agreed.  The wording was given to the Clerk and she was asked to obtain prices for this.  The wording would cover conditions of use for each of the fields as well as dog bye laws.  Two notice boards would be required for the Ted Marriage field and Millennium field as there are two entrances.   

3392
Ted Marriage Field
In accordance with the committee minutes. 
3393
Mill Lane Play Area
In accordance with the Committee minutes.
· New picnic bench – The old picnic bench was beyond economical repair and in need of replacement.  The Following proposal was made by Cllr McCarthy:

To purchase a maintenance free synthetic picnic bench would cost £480 including fittings.  The supplier offered a discounted price of £950 including fittings, if three sets were ordered.  Other benches and picnic sets were also in need of replacement at the other recreation areas so this in the long term would be the most economical way to replace them.  This was seconded by Cllr Mason and unanimously agreed and the Clerk was asked to purchase the three benches accordingly. 

3394
Walter Hobbs Recreation Field and Play Area
In accordance with the Committee minutes.
· Bark replacement – aerial runway and hexagonal swings – The Clerk ordered the bark to be delivered on site for Kevin to meet on Wednesday 17th June, a.m.  Kevin was instructed to take the delivery and complete the work on the same day.  The cost for materials was £227.80.  The supplier was Hallstone who provided play grade bark.  Kevin has since advised that more bark would be needed as it wasn’t quite enough.  The Clerk would look at an additional loose supply.  

3395 
Outdoor Gym Equipment 

Grant applications in hand with the Clerk
3396
GRASS CUTTING CONTRACTS – ALL AREAS WITHIN THE PARISH
All going okay and being monitored. Missed locations have been added to the schedule as reported. Hook End Lane would be added if not already on the schedule. 
3397    CLERK’S REPORT

The Clerk was asked by County Cllr Ann Naylor to provide her with a summary of all outstanding jobs which require ECC’s attention so she could use this one concise list to discuss with them.  The Environment Committee will provide any jobs requiring attention to the Clerk for compiling.  The Clerk has a list of certain jobs which can be expanded upon.
3398
 COMMITTEE MEETINGS


Environment
  6.7.15
7.30 pm
Crosse House, Blackmore

Recreation 
  14.7.15
7.00pm
Tipps X Remembrance Hall


Parish Council
 16.7.15
7.30 pm
Tipps X Remembrance Hall 
3399
Brentwood Borough Council – Local Development Plan Consultation 

 
Cllr Keeble would speak with BBC regarding a meeting with Gordon Glenday, Head of Planning
3400
Superfast Essex, broadband 


Cllr McCarthy gave an update to the Council.  He had also investigated a further provider called ‘County Broadband’ who could offer faster broadband services to the Parish Council which could also be made available to interested residents.  Cllr McCarthy had provided further information and details on this on the Parish Council website.    
3401
The future of Blackmore Post Office

Cllr Keeble advised that options were still being investigated. The Co Op, Blackmore was not interested in having it in their building. The option of having it on the old squash court with a small shop or even a community library at BVH was still being considered.   


The future of the Tipps Cross Post Office 

Cllr Hall reported that subject to a public consultation, the Post Office would be reducing their services from the current 12 hours per week to just two.  This was pending further information.
3402
Defibrillators   

The Clerk advised that the contact she had been corresponding with for free defibrillators had been unsuccessful.  She would refer back to her previous contact with a company who could provide these at reduced rates and report back to the Council.  Cllr Keeble advised that a defibrillator had recently been purchased for the sports and social club for approximately £1156
3403
Light pollution at Cherry Trees on the corner of Poplar Close, Blackmore 

The Clerk is chasing BBC for the following information- Cllr Spiers had previously reported that the newly installed lighting on “Cherry Trees” was of an unnecessarily bright level and as a result, constituted light pollution in the local area.    The Clerk is contacting BBC to obtain the regulations covering lighting levels, especially as these affect local residents.   Similar problems are evident where residents have installed bright lights on their gate posts (especially in Hook End Road) which can create problems to drivers.    
INFORMATION EXCHANGE / NEXT AGENDA ITEMS – (for discussion only)   

3404
Hole outside the CoOp and Hairdressers, Blackmore – Cllr Town reported that there is a hole in the pavement and asked the Clerk to report this to Highways.
3405
Volunteers - jobs – Cllr Town mentioned that she had been contacted by someone who could put the Council in contact with a group of community volunteers who would be prepared to offer assistance with any small general maintenance jobs within the Parish.  Ideas to be given to Cllr Town.
3406
Container outside Ashfields, Nine Ashes Road, Blackmore – The Clerk was asked to contact BBC to ask if the residents still required this as it had been noted that it had been there for a considerable time now. 
END:
There being no further business, the Meeting was closed by the Chairman at 9.40 pm
Signed (Chairman):___________________________________   Date: __________________________ 
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