MEETING OF THE BLACKMORE, HOOK END

& WYATTS  GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Thursday, 17th September 2015 in the committee room of Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.  
Commenced at 7.30pm.    
Members present:  Cllr Watley (Chairman), Cllr Keeble, Cllr McCarthy, Cllr Mason, Cllr Hall, Cllr Town, Cllr Lennon and Cllr Spiers.   Susan Barnes (Parish Clerk) and Rosemarie Nelson (Responsible Financial Officer - RFO) present.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from:  Councillors Bennett, Dean and Frost.
Also present:  County Cllr Ann Naylor and Mr Terry Smith – Herald magazine editor. 

AMENDMENTS TO MINUTES
· The July 2015 minutes were signed as a correct record with nil amendments.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

· Cllr Keeble – ongoing – As a member of the BBC planning committee he is unable to comment on PC planning issues.

· OPEN FORUM 
Cllr Watley welcomed the meeting.  There were four residents in attendance – updates were sought regarding BBC’s LDP.  Cllr Keeble advised that an update was due in September.  It was asked if the PC responded to the consultation document which it confirmed it did.  A resident asked if there had been any news on the Rainbow Meadow planning application.  As it was not within this parish no updates would be received regarding this.  The Clerk advised that the PC dealing with it, Stondon Massey, had replied to the application but it was still pending a decision from the planning department at BBC.  A resident wished to thank ECC for the new bus shelter at Tipps Cross which had been installed recently to replace the old one.  
Co-Option candidate: Terence Lockhart (Hook End and Wyatts Green)

Mr Lockhart was present to meet with Councillors and listen to proceedings.  He has made an application to be co-opted onto the PC and BBC is dealing with the formalities.  
To meet guest attendees from BBC – Paulette McCallister (Historic Buildings Officer) and Kim Anderson (Community Assetts).  The guests did not arrive. Cllr Keeble to enquire why they did not attend or send their apologies.
PROGRESS CHECK
To receive reports or updates on items or visits made since the previous ordinary Council meeting or Committee meetings. 
· The Clerk will check the delivery and installation date with Piggotts for the Christmas lights
CORRESPONDENCE

The Clerk reported on the following correspondence received at the Parish Office since the last Ordinary meeting and subsequent committee meetings:-

3451
The Clerk had received a call from a resident who asked if the old and damaged bus shelter could be repaired or even replaced at Watsons Corner as the roof leaks.  The Clerk will ask ECC via Ann Naylor if this could be investigated further. 

3452
The Clerk had received an email from a resident of Meadow Rise, Blackmore concerning inconsiderate parking in the cul-de-sac by parents/carers doing the school run.  The Clerk read out the email and the Clerk was requested to write to Blackmore Primary School asking if a note could be included in the school newsletter asking people not to park across residents driveways or on the pavement and grass verges.  It was hoped they could be encouraged to use the Blackmore village hall car park as the linking footpath provides a much more suitable and safe option. 
BOROUGH & COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORTS
3453
Cllr Ann Naylor gave a report.  She advised that the ECC bus consultation commenced today, 17/9/15 until October.  She also advised that a new scheme of ‘Community Agents’ offering local people in need of help with the advice they might need but do not know where to turn for it.  Leaflets would be coming out promoting this shortly.


The Clerk handed over the complete list of outstanding jobs requiring action by ECC with the supporting documentation and photographs.  Cllr Naylor would take these up with the relevant departments and Cllr Keeble would discuss the recycling centre with her.  The poor state of the pavements at Meadow Rise was discussed and Cllr Naylor advised that ECC operated a priority system to undertake the pavement and road repairs but she would look into this particular area further.   

Cllr Keeble had attended a BBC planning committee meeting and advised that the planning application for the Bull public house had been referred to the full BBC council meeting in November. 

He advised that BBC was spending in the region of £150,000 towards barriers to be set up around play areas and open spaces to prevent traveller incursions.  This would also deter anti social behaviour such as quad bikes entering the grounds.  A complaint had been received regarding quad bikes on Spillbutters and it was hoped that as the field had now been ploughed this would stop the problem. 


He also advised that BBC had set up a new scheme – ‘mental health champions’ -  and if anyone heard of someone who might need help to get in contact with him for further information.


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE
3454
FINANCE 

ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT – The Clerk presented the following payment schedules and cheques requiring three Member signatures:

£

Addressee


Description

  -
HM Revenue & Customs
Tax/NIC – September

   -
Essex Pension Fund

Pension cont – September

     75.00
Petty cash


September withdrawal

   -
Mrs R Nelson


Book keeping – September

 2000.00
Unity Trust PC A/C no.20343161        September direct debits

   144.00
Playquip Leisure

Inv. 8159 – replacement toddler swing seat W/Hobbs

 1231.80
M D Landscapes

Inv. 227 – Parish grass cutting

 1296.00
Mr K Stanbridge

Inv. 15/9/15 – Parish maintenance works

   127.36
Mr K Stanbridge

Reimbursables – receipts provided

   750.00
T X R Hall trust Fund

PC Grant awarded – disabled toilet refurbishment

   308.43
Di’s supplies


Inv. 017362 – Gates for allotment

   225.00
T X R Hall trust Fund

Office rent – quarterly

   273.60
Playsafety Ltd


Inv. 018578 – RoSPA play area annual inspections

     20.40
Mark Harrod Ltd

Inv. 34603 – Goal post caps for W/Hobbs

 1500.00
Kelhatch Press


Inv. 3559 – Herald magazine publication

 3164.04
Piggotts Company Ltd

Inv. SIN150814PI-54476 – deposit for xmas lighting W/green

 1600.00
Starburst Displays

Inv. 14/09/2015 – deposit for fireworks

Payments made by Bacs transfer: Clerk’s salary 
      
 It was RESOLVED that:

(i) The statutory basis for this item be noted as the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2011;

(ii) The List of Payments is approved as presented in the schedule.


Receipts: 

BAC’s remittance advice from HMR&C for VAT refund of £3,666.17 for period 1.4.15 to 30.6.15.

Grant Payments: Nil.   
            FINANCIAL REPORTS:  Financial Reports to 31st August 2015
In accordance with the reports distributed prior to the meeting, Mrs Nelson (RFO) reported on the figures and answered any queries.  Recreation had a large overspend recently to complete necessary works to the children’s play equipment so was currently running over budget. There had also been a lot of recent expenditure on grass and hedge cutting to the recreation areas as well as Service Lane.  The allotment expenditure was higher than budgeted at present but the figures were not more than previously agreed.

Mrs Nelson also reported on the recent banking issues experienced by the Clerk at Barclays, Brentwood.  She had been refused by the cashier when she tried to bank the cheques for both the Parish Council and Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall because the names were not presented on the cheque in full, ie: Blackmore Parish Council instead of Blackmore, Hook End and Wyatts Green Parish Council and Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall and not Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall Trust Fund.  Mrs Nelson had spoken with the business account manager who confirmed that the mandate had now been changed to accept the shorter versions but she would give the details to the Clerk should it happen again.

Mrs Nelson advised that the allotment storage container and toilet had now been added to the insurance schedule and the provider had covered this free of charge for the first year.        
It was RESOLVED that:

(i) the statutory basis for this item be noted as the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2011; and,

(ii)       The Financial Reports be noted with no other action necessary.
3455
FINACIAL POWERS

· Financial Controls – Risk Assessment review:  Mrs Nelson had provided a draft version for approval which was based on a template as provided by the internal auditor which she had tweaked to better suit the PC.  This was proposed by Cllr Mason, Seconded by Cllr Hall and unanimously approved that this be adopted with the following amendment:

Play area inspections to read regularly checked and not weekly as stated.
3456
Roadway Rents 2015

In hand with the Clerk  

3457
COMMUNITY POLICE MEETING


Nothing new to report.
3458
COMMUNITY BUS



All going okay.  
3459
BLACKMORE CENTRE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE


Nothing new to report. 
3460
BLACKMORE SPORTS ARENA – (formerly MUGA)

Cllr Keeble advised that painting was being undertaken.
3461
MOBILE LIBRARY
Nothing new to report
3462
BRENTWOOD BOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL ASSOCIATION

  There was a meeting held on 9th September.  The Clerk circulated the last minutes relating to the June meeting to all Cllr’s and would do the same with the September minutes once received.  It was suggested that Eric Pickles be involved as well as the BBC CEO at some of the BBPCA meetings to assist with the relationship between Parish and Borough Councils as had happened in the past. It was felt that the relationship had deteriorated again between the borough and parish councils since the new administration. 
3463      Blackmore recycling area – fencing and revised pathway ideas 


The Clerk has submitted drawings and information to Cllr Ann Naylor within the outstanding works programme.  Cllr Keeble reported that the bins might be relocated to the far end of the car park and possibly one by the kitchen area – to be investigated.

PLANNING COMMITTEE

3464
 PLANS

In accordance with the planning committee reports distributed prior to the meeting, the following meetings had taken place and plans discussed:

12.8.15 – 15/00763/FUL – No objections

                15/00714/FUL – No objections
                                15/00874/FUL – No objections bar a slight concern over the effect on neighbour ‘Helen’
24.8.15  - 15/00820/FUL – No objections 


                15/00714/FUL – No objections 
                   15/00902/FUL – No objections

                   15/00998/FUL – No objections

7.9.15 -       15/00666/FUL – No objections providing Highways have no objections

Cllr Watley will contact the planning department at BBC to enquire if the renovations to ‘Pendennis’ 

conforms to the approved planning application.

3465
OUTSTANDING ENFORCEMENT ISSUES 
 
The Bull Public House, Church Street, Blackmore and Jericho Priory Wall - Cllr Watley reported he had received no updates from BBC and would try to request updates from Gordon Glenday.  He would also contact Eric Pickles to seek his assistance with the matter of outstanding enforcements and the lack of assistance from BBC as mentioned under item 3462.  The Council was hoping to hear from Kim Anderson, BBC this evening regarding the possibility of listing this as a community asset as per the information distributed prior to the meeting.
 ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE


There was no September meeting of the Environment Committee. The following discussions took place relating to items:
3466
Village speeding 

The Clerk read out the response to her letter from Trevor Stubbington, Traffic Management Officer at  Essex Police. He advised he would be putting together some of the enforcement activities carried out within our area and gave the following link – ‘Traffweb site’ – it is on ECC’s website and shows all injury collisions in Essex for a five year period and was recently updated at the end of June 2015.

http://www.essexworkstaffweb.org.uk/main   This link is available to view by all.

The Clerk had also received a response from Adam Pipe, Casualty Reduction Manager at Essex Police.  He advised that the enforcement of speed had continued within our parish during 2015 by officers from the Casualty Reduction team alongside a recent increase in speed enforcement activity on the A128 between Pilgrims Hatch and Herongate.  He advised that there would be a ‘No excuse’ campaign in Brentwood during September and mobile speed watch programmes would be in operation. 
3467
New parish seats 
The three new seats had been delivered - pending locations from the Environment Committee for Kevin to install them. The Clerk was asked to write and thank Jerry Mt Stevens for the new seat he had installed although sadly, this had been stolen as it was not concreted in.  The Committee would discuss replacing it with a new one.
3468
Request – Bernard Holmes – classic car rally 4th October 2015 
Approval was given to park 20 classic cars on the main Green, Blackmore between 11-12am for their car rally tea break in the tea rooms/antique shop.  This was agreed subject to suitably dry weather conditions.  
3469
Hole in car park, by co-op, Blackmore


Clerk to contact ECC to inspect and repair.
3470
Bridge over footpath by Meadow Rise – missing handrail
The committee felt the newly replaced metal handrail was unsuitable and wood would have been preferred. 

3471
Roundabout, Blackmore

Clerk to instruct Kevin to pull out the weeds instead of just using weed killer as this was not proving effective.

3472
Other items raised
· Complaints received regarding loose gravel left on roads and pavements after ECC had undertaken road repairs.  It was felt to be dangerous.  Cllr Ann Naylor explained that this was usually cleaned up after the roads were re-surfaced and she would look into it.  

· Complaints regarding dangerous parking by a lorry parking on the pavement opposite Spriggs Lane.  To be monitored.

· Committee to consider a one-off working party to clear Joan Hobbs grave at the church as it was terribly overgrown. 
ALLOTMENT COMMITTEE

3473
Cllr Watley reported on the following:

· An Allotment Association being formed as there are readily available people to fulfil the necessary roles and have experience in allotments already.  Meeting scheduled late October.
· A security gate to deter fly tipping had been purchased through Di’s supplies and Scott Norris would be installing this.
· An official opening of the allotments was being considered, possibly sometime in October.

HERALD MAGAZINE

3474
NEXT EDITION

Terry Smith advised that all was going well.
RECREATION COMMITTEE

There was a committee meeting held on 8th September 2015 and the minutes were circulated prior to the meeting.  

· The Council received and accepted the Committee meeting minutes and the following items of business discussed.
3475
Ted Marriage Field
The new picnic bench had been installed 16.9.15, on the left hand side of the field near the A-climbing
frame. The trimming of the hedging is scheduled to be completed shortly.
3476
Mill Lane Play Area
In accordance with the Committee minutes.
3477
Walter Hobbs Recreation Field and Play Area
Perimeter hedges – The work had been completed.
A new toddler cradle swing seat had been installed as the last one had been vandalised and had bolts

missing.

The Clerk had investigated prices to replace the aerial runway as it was reported in the ROSPA annual
inspection it required work.  After considering all options, it was agreed by the committee that the Clerk
would instruct Kevin to replenish the bark to a suitable level and undertake all repairs as identified and 

deemed necessary.  This was in hand as a priority.  In the meantime, the seat had been removed to stop it
being used until the work was completed.
3478 
Outdoor Gym Equipment 

The Clerk had received a letter from BBC regarding the community fund grant application which had been unsuccessful on this occasion.  There was some confusion over this as Cllr Keeble had received a call from the Gazette advising that they had heard the application had been granted which wasn’t the case. 
3479
Blackmore Millenium Park

The quotation from Starburst displays had been received for the purchase of this year’s fireworks which was £348 higher than the previous year.  It was proposed by Cllr Mason, seconded by Cllr Town and unanimously approved and a cheque raised for the initial 50% deposit for the order to proceed.
3480
GRASS CUTTING CONTRACTS – ALL AREAS WITHIN THE PARISH
Being monitored – all okay at present.
3481    CLERK’S REPORT – All items covered within the minutes
3482
 COMMITTEE MEETINGS


Environment
  5.10.15
7.30 pm
Crosse House, Blackmore

Recreation 
  6.10.15
7.00pm
Tipps X Remembrance Hall


Parish Council
 15.10.15
7.30 pm
Tipps X Remembrance Hall 
3483
Brentwood Borough Council – Local Development Plan Consultation 

 
A workshop was scheduled at the Town Hall for Parish Councils on Wednesday 30.9.15.  Three representatives were invited to attend from each Parish Council.  Cllr Mason, Watley and the Clerk would attend and Cllr Keeble would attend as a borough Cllr.
3484
Superfast Essex, broadband 


No new updates received.
3485
The future of Blackmore Post Office

Cllr Keeble advised that suitability of the Blackmore village hall as a venue was being considered by the Post Office as well as the Co-Op as an interest had been registered by them.
3486
The future of the Tipps Cross Post Office 

It was looking likely that the post office would only be open for two hours per week on a Monday and the commencement date for this was still to be decided by the post office.
3487
Defibrillators   

Terry Lockhart had given details of the contact regarding the purchase of defibrillators which the Clerk will investigate.
3488
Light pollution at Cherry Trees on the corner of Poplar Close, Blackmore 

No response received from BBC.  Clerk continues to chase. Clerk will contact Ashley Culverwell.
INFORMATION EXCHANGE / NEXT AGENDA ITEMS – (for discussion only)   

3489
Cllr Keeble advised that one of the goal posts at Walter Hobbs had a bent cross bar and the cost to replace this was in the region of £265 but he would liaise with the Clerk to organise this.
END:
There being no further business, the Meeting was closed by the Chairman at 10.25 pm
Signed (Chairman):___________________________________   Date: __________________________ 
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