MEETING OF THE BLACKMORE, HOOK END

& WYATTS  GREEN PARISH COUNCIL
Held on Thursday, 20th June 2013 in the Committee Room of Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.  Commenced at 7.30pm.  

Members present: Cllr Watley (Chairman), Cllr Keeble (Vice Chairman), Cllr Bennett, Cllr McCarthy, Cllr Dean, Cllr Frost, Cllr Mason, Cllr Town and Cllr Hall.  Also present, Susan Barnes (Parish Clerk) and Rosemarie Nelson (Treasurer).
Apologies for absence were received from: Cllr Henwood 

Also present: Terry Smith, Herald Magazine 

AMENDMENTS
The May AGM minutes were signed by Cllr Watley as a correct record with the following amendments:

Item 2406)  Cllr Vic Dean also attended the visit to the notice boards with Cllr’s Town and Mason. 

List of Committees:  Dr Jennings and John Daldry are no longer on the Millennium Park Committee – remove their details.

DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Nil. 

OPEN FORUM

Cllr Watley welcomed the meeting.  Mr Peter Kennedy of the Green Belt Relay Team spoke first to introduce himself and discuss a future event which will be happening within the Parish, the ‘Green Belt Relay 2014’.  One of the 22 staged races will finish at Blackmore at approximately 7.30pm on Saturday 17th May 2014.  The team will be utilising the Blackmore Village Hall that evening for barbecues and refreshments.  Cllr Keeble advised that the Village Hall barbecues could be made available to him.  The race would then resume on Sunday 18th May from Blackmore for the final leg.  There was expected to be 40 runners in each stage plus spectators.  Mr Kennedy handed out leaflets and the Parish Council wished him every success with the event.

There were also a number of Blackmore residents attending in relation to the Bull Public House updates and the situation with Green belt development in general and in particular to the field at the end of Woollard Way.  The Council advised that it had been approached via the Clerk relating to this but the Clerk had advised the developer of the present situation and that until Housing needs survey or a need established for rural housing within the Parish, the Council would not support any applications for development of green belt land.  The developer mentioned that the land owner may be looking to sell but to date, no plans or agreements had been met and that it was only a tentative enquiry.  Cllr Keeble confirmed that a Housing needs survey form had been sent to a small percentage of the households within the Borough as Brentwood Borough Council (BBC) are formulating a Neighbourhood plan which is still in the consultation process.    It was discussed to set up a group mailing list in the future if a number of residents would like to be placed on the database and the Clerk would be able to update and inform them of developments or items of interest.  This was proposed by Cllr Mason, seconded by Cllr Spiers and unanimously agreed.  

PRESENTATION – Play and Leisure Ltd, James Baldry

Mr Baldry firstly apologised for the absence of the grant funding agent who would not be able to attend the meeting as he was caught in bad traffic.  He went on to give a brief presentation about his company and products in relation to the Walter Hobbs Play area project.  The Council received a copy of his product brochure and thanked him for his time in attending.  A meeting would be held to discuss the three Manufacturers and the Clerk would inform him of the outcome in due course.  

CORRESPONDENCE
The Clerk reported on the following correspondence received at the Parish Office:-
2421
The Clerk had received information from the SLCC regarding the latest version of the Charles Arnold Baker book on Local Council Administration.  The member’s price was reduced from £75 to £60.  The Council approved this and asked the Clerk to order the book at the discounted price.

2422
The Clerk advised that the BBC Neighbourhood Action Team would be in the Parish on 26th and 27th June 2013 to carry out any works within that period on behalf of the PC.  Could Cllr’s give a list of the most urgent items to either the Clerk or Roger Keeble as soon as possible. 

2423
The Clerk had received an email from ECC regarding the 2013 salt partnership scheme (closing 21st July for applications).  The Clerk was asked to partake on behalf of the PC and re-order the same amount of stock as the previous year. 
  

2424
The Clerk had received an email from Roger Blake on behalf of the BBPCA.  A list was being 
compiled along with assistance from the EALC regarding the poor relationship and lack of 
respect shown to the Parishes by BBC.  He has asked for a list of concerns from all PC’s which 
he will include and forward to MP Eric Pickles with the view to calling a meeting between the 
Parish Councils, BBC and Eric Pickles to discuss the areas of concern.  The Clerk will draft a 
list and forward to Roger Blake for inclusion.  Any suggestions from Cllr’s should be submitted 
as soon as possible.  

2425 
The Clerk had received an email update in relation to the Superfast Broadband project.  It stated 
that the invitation to tender documents had been submitted to BT on 10th May 2013 and the 
return of bids is expected on 19th July 2013 with an award of contract expected by mid-August.  
The target remains at 90% of all premises having access to superfast broadband (min 24Mbs) 
by the end of 2015.  Further updates would be provided after the tender process had been 
completed.

2426
The Clerk had received the list of alteration to the register of Electors from BBC which would 
be held on file.

2427
The Clerk briefly read out the dates and details of the Green Belt relay information which had 
already been covered under the open forum section.
BOROUGH & COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORTS
2428

Cllr Keeble mentioned the recent Parish/BBC planning meeting which he had attended with members of the PC planning Committee and the Clerk on Monday 17th June at 7pm.  It should have been presented by Jennifer Candler, Head of planning. BBC but she had made other last minute arrangements and did not attend the meeting.  Disappointment was raised by Parish Cllrs at the meeting which was presented by Jennifer’s colleague who was not equipped to answer the questions and topics covered at the meeting as was expected.  Roger Blake and the BBPCA would be writing a strong letter to both Jennifer Candler and Eric Pickles highlighting her last minute absence as disrespectful and indicative of the treatment afforded to the Parish Councils by BBC.  A meeting would be arranged to discuss this and other items in more detail.  The Council asked the Clerk to also write to Jennifer Candler confirming the PC’s disappointment, copying in Alison Crowe and Louise McKinlay.


Cllr Keeble advised that he and Cllr Madeline Henwood had been awarded another ward grant of £2,000 collectively which is to be divided between Blackmore, Hook End and Wyatts Green and Stondon Massey PC.  Cllr Hall proposed the donation going towards the purchase and installation of the 2013 Parish Christmas lights.  This was seconded by Cllr Dean and unanimously agreed.  Cllr Keeble advised that he was happy to put forward his contribution of £750 towards the PC’s Christmas lights for 2013 which Cllr Peter Mason is looking into and suggested asking Cllr Henwood to do the same.  This would give a total contribution of £1500.00.  The PC thanked Cllr Keeble for his contribution. 

 REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE
2429
FINANCE

The following cheques were approved for payment and signed:
£


Addressee


Description
-


S Barnes


June Salary

  -


Essex Pension Fund

June  

    75.00

Petty Cash


June

  -


R Nelson


June - Book keeping  

  -


HM Revenue & Customs
June NI/Tax

    33.38

Affinity water


water supply to B/More playing field

  162.48

A to Z Supplies


Inv. 5175822-042 – (TX Hall 









reimbursed £102.30)

    49.32

Essex Hire & Sales Ltd

Equipment hire no. 57532 (R.K)

   350.00

T Smith


Inv. 19.6.13 – Herald magazine

    64.40

T Smith


Reimbursement of supplies / postage

 1331.25

K Stanbridge


Inv dated 13.6.13 – maintenance

  233.20

BBC



Inv. 100014060 – trade waste (B/More 








cemetery)

     8.00


RCCE



Annual membership – VAT element 








which was omitted from last cheque 








raised in May

   29.00


CPRE



Annual membership renewal

 1300.00

Kelhatch Press


Herald – Inv. 3395

  935.09

M.D.L



Grass cutting – inv. 2221

    25.00

EPFA



Annual membership renewal

 2143.00
 
Premier sports turf

inv. 01350 – grass seeding football 








pitches (RK)

 227.00


TX R Hall


¼ rent for Parish Office + £17 









outstanding from previous year

Receipts:
Nothing to report

Payments:
· The Clerk advised she had received notification that the PWLB grant amount of £1,598.14 would be debited from the account on 1st July 2013.

2430
FINANCIAL POWERS

Mrs Nelson (Treasurer) reported that all was in accordance with the May finance reports as    distributed prior to the meeting.   Mrs Nelson reported that she was still experiencing problems with Barclays Bank in the processing of the PC’s credit card application form.  It seemed to be dragging on without further updates being available to her as she was not shown as a signatory on the account.  This continued to be an ongoing problem.  Mrs Nelson will ask the Bank if the PC can authorise her to speak to them about such matters on behalf of the PC. A letter may be required with three authorised signatures from Council members.  

Mrs Nelson reported that May had been a relatively quiet month and had included the payments of the community bus service, insurance and MOT.  The first grass cut was also made in April.  She confirmed that the BBC invoice for trade waste for Blackmore Cemetery was the same fee as the previous year with no increase.  

2431
COMMUNITY POLICE MEETING

Nothing new to report.
2432
COMMUNITY BUS



Nothing new to report.  All running well. 
2433
BLACKMORE CENTRE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE

Cllr Keeble reported that the drains at the premises were starting to smell again due to the poor system in place.  He was looking into a solution.  He confirmed that the Friday club was running monthly and the cricket club would be coaching children also on a monthly basis. 
2434
BLACKMORE SPORTS ARENA – (formerly MUGA)

Cllr Keeble confirmed all running OK.  He also advised that the temporary bonfire pile and debris in the car park had been removed and all OK at present.


2435
MOBILE LIBRARY

The Clerk reported the mobile library had been at Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall today.  All services running OK.

2436
BRENTWOOD BOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL ASSOCIATION

Nothing new to report

2437
ROADWAY RENTS (2013)

Invoiced in April pending receipt of all payments.

BLACKMORE MILLENNIUM PARK
2438
 PROGRESS REPORT


Cllr Keeble again discussed with the PC that he would be stepping down from the organising of the Parish Fireworks night and called for volunteers from the Parish Council.  He had found volunteers who were prepared to be trained in the lighting of the fireworks and bonfire but there was a need for volunteers to assist with such things as car park marshalling and positioning of cones in the village.


PLANNING COMMITTEE
2439
 PLANS
No plans had been received from BBC this month therefore no planning committee meetings had taken place.


  Cllr Watley advised that he had contacted Catherine Matthews, BBC for an update on the Bull 
Public House planning application.  She confirmed that ongoing investigations were taking place 
regarding heritage and the works completed to date.  A decision on the application was not 
expected until the end of the month.   

2440
OUTSTANDING ENFORCEMENT ISSUES – Nothing new to report


Bluebell Farm - Spriggs Lane, Blackmore (mobile home)  - (History):  The Clerk had previously chased Christopher Stathers, BBC planning department.  He advised in his letter dated 22nd August 2011 that this item had been chased internally and a new case reference number issued against this case file which had been temporarily lost at BBC.  The outstanding Enforcement Notice dated back to 19th August 2002 and required the removal of the mobile home and he could not at this present time trace any subsequent planning permission for the retention of the mobile home.  He would therefore be investigating this matter further and would update us as soon as possible, and after he had made a further visit to the property.  – Still awaiting update.

Plot 3, Oak Tree farm, Chelmsford Road, Blackmore, CM4 0PZ – (History)

Cllr Keeble advised that the appeal had been heard on 23rd November 2012 and the Secretary of State had won the case.  This is now pending Eric Pickles decision. 



Land adjacent to Oak Fold, Hook End Rd, Hook End  - (History): Being looked into by BBC in relation to any enforcement action being taken by them as on green belt land –  Still pending update/decision. 


Kiln Farm, Mountnessing Rd, Blackmore – No updates for some time.


Pixies Halt – (History) - To be added back onto the outstanding enforcements list – grass 
frontage been 
removed and replaced with driveway or hard standing.  This belongs to the 
Highways.



Action required: Items being monitored and chased with BBC by Cllr Watley and the Clerk.  
Cllr Watley asked to investigate item relating to parking space at Elmfield, near Twites Farm 
with BBC. 
2441
Cllr Watley raised the subject of the temporary unofficial sign ‘Save the Bull’ which was at first 
positioned on the Green, had since been relocated to a local private property which did not 
infringe the green belt policy. 

2442
Cllr Watley advised that he was in receipt of three new planning applications which he would 
call a meeting for to discuss with the planning committee.
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE
A meeting of the Environment Committee had taken place on Monday 19th June 2013 at 7.30pm.  All was in accordance with the items on the minutes previously distributed by the Clerk.

2443
Drain clearance and road sweeping 
All ok.  In accordance with committee meeting minutes.

2444
Village speed
Cllr Town reported that there was still a problem with traffic speeding through the village.  A 
Parishioner had passed on her congratulations that the new speed signs had been installed  
through the Blackmore road confirming that the speed had been reduced to 40MPH in this area 
and hoped that this would bring improvements.. 

2445
Allotments
Still looking for suitable site.

2446
Village pond - flooding

Cllr Keeble had been dealing with Ray Searle at ECC chasing for updates as to the dates investigations could commence.  Cllr Keeble continued to chase for ECC’s involvement as water levels were dropping to the appropriate requirements to enable the works to be carried out as suggested by them.
2447
Gunnells Corner – pavement (wheelchair access)

Nothing new to report.
2448
Replacement tree on the pond
In hand with Cllr Town.

2449
Notice Boards
Cllr Town passed to the meeting copies of ‘Green Barnes’ brochure high lighting the notice boards suggested by the Committee.  They had been to visit notice boards samples and quotations had been provided for notice boards in composite materials at a cost of £3,833.44 plus Vat for four new notice boards.  These were for Blackmore, Horsefayre Green, Blackmore Road, Hook End (outside Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall), Hay Green Lane/Blackmore Road (at Gunnells Corner) and one for Wyatts Green Road.  Funds previously donated from Borough Councillors Roger Keeble and Madeline Henwood of £2,050.00 to the PC would be used to contribute towards the cost.  It was proposed by Cllr Town, seconded by Cllr Keeble and unanimously approved.  The Clerk was instructed to purchase according to the quotation supplied by Cllr Town.      

2450
Bicycle Rack (Blackmore)

Nothing new to report

2451
Christmas lights

(Refer to item 2428).  Cllr Mason had received a quotation and information from the supplier he 
had met with for £2393.00 which incorporated LED lights for the fir tree on Horsefayre Green.  
Cllr Mason will liaise with the Clerk when he is ready to schedule the ordering of the lights. 

2452
Parish Planters

Cllr Town advised the planters had been emptied and were ready for planting shortly by 
Matthews Plants.   It had been noticed that the planter on Horsefayre Green had collapsed and in 
need of repair.  Clerk to instruct Kevin to repair and reinstate.  A new one is to be made if it is 
beyond repair.  Also, there were missing planks of wood on one of the planters on the Wyatts 
Green road island in need of repair.  Clerk to instruct Kevin.

2453
Loose kerb stones (Plovers Mead)

The Clerk had received further complaints and had reported this on the telephone and via the 
ECC online faults service.  This is being monitored.

2454
Ditches – Loose felled debris

This would be tidied by the BBC Neighbourhood Action Team (it had been added to the list of 
items). 

Other items: 

Cllr Town reported that she had received a complaint about the amount of dog waste being left 
by dog walkers in the St Laurence Church grounds at Blackmore.  It was discussed how dog 
owners could be made to be more responsible but unfortunately with the removal of Borough 
dog wardens it was difficult to enforce.  The Council supplies waste and dog waste bins in the 
hope it will encourage use of them.  


Cllr Town also reported that there still seemed to be a number of outstanding repair works 
required for pot holes in the area, including Meadow Rise.  
Cllr Town will advise location for 
reporting.  


Cllr Keeble would report the Japanese knot weed outside ‘Netherinch’ on Blackmore Road.


Cllr Dean reported that the 261 bus service which ceases on 19th July is being replaced and is 
undergoing a tender contract process with bus operators.


Cllr Town asked if the Clerk could supply a copy of Kevin’s grass cutting schedule to her as 
well as to Cllr McCarthy and Kevin for reference purposes.   

 DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  8th July 2013 – 7.30pm at Crosse House, Church St, Blackmore.


enw2oHenwo
HERALD MAGAZINE
2455
NEXT EDITION
Terry Smith advised that all was going OK at present.  He also advised that the two debtors he recently reported had since paid up.  He confirmed that the next deadline is the last weekend in July.

RECREATION COMMITTEE
2456
A Meeting of members of the Recreation Committee had taken place on Tuesday 11th June 
2013 at Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.  All was in accordance with those minutes distributed 
by the Clerk previously.  

Ted Marriage Recreation Field
*Dog waste bins – being monitored and audited – Committee suggests removing the dog bins where a waste bin is supplied now that BBC remove bagged dog waste from general waste bins. 

Mill Lane Recreation Field
*Dog waste bins – being monitored and audited – as above.

Walter Hobbs Recreation Field
*Dog waste bins – being monitored and audited – as above.

B.2.08/E.6.10 - Football pitches - All in hand with Cllr Keeble

C.11.10 – Goal posts – All OK



Walter Hobbs Play area project – (incorporating surrounding fence)

a)  Grant with Essex Environment Trust – (Deeds) – Cllr Keeble to ask Keith Derry of EET for an extension to the deadline of 30th September 2013 to install the play equipment whilst further grant funding being sourced.


b) Other Grant applications sought – The Clerk to submit applications for the Brentwood Share fund scheme (closing 16th August 2013) and the C.I.F (closing 30th August 2013).

c)  Suppliers – A supplier to be selected based on the the three supplier quotations and services received.

The Clerk and Cllr Mc Carthy (Chair of the Recreation Committee) had discussed and raised the option of a sub committee being formed to discuss the above in greater detail.  Cllr Hall proposed that the motion be passed, seconded by Cllr Mason and unanimously agreed.  The Parish Council agreed that the ‘Walter Hobbs play area project committee’ be formed and included the following committee members:

Cllr’s Neil McCarthy, Andrew Watley, Roger Keeble, peter Mason, Vic Dean, Ken Bennett and the Parish Clerk.  

The Committee would set its own meetings and steer the project in purchasing, implementation and completion of the project and would report as necessary back to the Parish Council with regular updates. It would also seek any additional financial decisions (above the agreed budget) with the Parish Council at all times.  The first meeting will be held on Monday 24th June 2013 at 8pm in the Blackmore Village Hall committee room.  The Clerk will liaise with the three suppliers for final quotations to assist the committee meeting.  

Items to monitor – all recreation areas:  Inspection reports (BBC) for both play area inspections and dog waste services.  






         .    
CLERK’S REPORT
2458
 COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Environment
    8.7.13
7.30 pm
Crosse House, Blackmore


Planning
  24.6.13
5.00 pm
Anvil House, Blackmore


Recreation (W/H)
  24.6.13
8.00 pm
B/More village hall comm.room   


TX Management 
    9.7.13
8.00pm
Tipps X R Hall 
 


Parish Council: 
  18.7.13
7.30pm
Tipps X R Hall 




ANY OTHER BUSINESS – (for discussion only)-    

2459
Cllr Keeble proposed an up-to-date aerial photograph being taken of Blackmore at a cost of £90.00.  This was discussed and agreed and Cllr Keeble will organise – all were in favour of the proposal. 

There being no further business, the Meeting closed at 10.30pm


