ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE BLACKMORE, HOOK END

& WYATTS  GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Thursday, 19th May 2011 in the Committee Room of Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.  Commenced at 7.30pm.  

Members present: Cllr Henwood (Chairman), Cllr Keeble (Vice Chairman), Cllr Bennett, Cllr Dean, Cllr Brown, Cllr Town and Cllr Frost.  Also Mrs S Barnes (Parish Clerk) and Mrs R Nelson (Treasurer).

Apologies for absence were received from: Cllr Watley, Cllr Spiers, Cllr Sue Wheeler, Cllr Steve Wheeler, Cllr Thomas and County Cllr Ann Naylor  

Also present: Terry Smith, Herald Magazine.

AMENDMENTS

The minutes were signed by Cllr Henwood as a correct record with nil amendments:

DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Nil

OPEN FORUM

Nil

ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

The Clerk invited nominations for Chairman.  Cllr Bennett proposed Cllr Henwood, seconded by Cllr Keeble.  There were no other nominations.  It was unanimously agreed that Cllr Henwood should remain as Chair.  Cllr Henwood accepted the post.

ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN

The Clerk called for nominations  for Vice Chairman.  Cllr Henwood proposed Cllr Keeble, seconded by Cllr Dean.  There were no other nominations.  It was unanimously agreed that Cllr Keeble should be Vice Chairman.  Cllr Keeble accepted the post.

ELECTION OF COMMITTEES

It was agreed that the 2011/12 Committees would form as per the following:

Recreation Committee:

Cllrs Bennett (Chairman), Dean, Keeble, Sue and Steve Wheeler.

Environment Committee:

Cllrs Town (Chairman), Dean, Brown, Thomas, Watley and Spiers.   

Planning Committee:

Cllrs Town (Chairman), Watley (Vice Chairman), Dean, Brown and Steve Wheeler. Cllr Frost would also join this Committee.

Millennium Park:

Cllrs Keeble (Chairman), Bennett, Mrs Nelson (Treasurer), Mr Daldry, Dr Jennings.

Policy and Resources:

Cllrs Henwood (Chairman), Bennett, Keeble, Town and Mrs Nelson.

Blackmore Parochial Charity:

Cllrs Bennett and Twon.

Blackmore Community Bus:

Mrs Barnes (Parish Clerk), Cllrs Bennett and Steve Wheeler.

BBPCA:

Cllr Henwood with Cllr Keeble as reserve.

Blackmore Village Hall Committees:

Mrs Nelson.

Parish Magazine:

Mr T Smith and Mrs E Smith (Editors).

Youth Centre:

Cllrs Henwood and Keeble

MUGA:

Clrs Keeble (Chairman), Bennett (Secretary), Mr Blackwell and Mr Barclay.

CORRESPONDENCE

1540
The Clerk had received the annual renewal subscription form from EPFA.  The fee for membership of £25 was approved and agreed that the Clerk would renew the membership.  A cheque was signed to this effect.

1541
The Clerk read out information received from Brentwood Borough Council (BBC), relating to the information for the new Council handbook.  The Clerk would check and forward the information.

1542
The Clerk had received a letter from BBC relating to the Brentwood Local Development Framework Consultation 7 May to 1 July 2011.  Copies were passed around to all Cllrs.

1543
The Clerk passed around the report by the EALC chairman which she had received.  

1544
The Clerk had received a letter from BBC, Planning Department advising of old planning Enforcement cases and an update.  However, none of these related to the Parish so the Clerk was asked to write to them reminding them of the Parish Council’s (PC’s) outstanding enforcement cases, requesting updates. 

BOROUGH & COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORTS

1545
Cllr Henwood was pleased to report that she had been re-elected in May’s Elections with a large majority and was thankful for everybody’s help during the past year.  Both Cllrs Henwood and Keeble had been elected onto the BBC planning and Town Twinning Committees.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE

1546
FINANCE

The following cheques were approved for payment and signed:

£


Addressee


Description

-


S Barnes


April salary

 -


Essex Pension fund

clerk’s pension

 -


HM Rev & Customs

Clerk’s Tax / NI

 -


S Barnes


reimbursement of tax for bus (1 yr)

 -


R Nelson


April salary

  75.00


petty cash

 786.41


M D Landscapes ltd

grass cutting

 169.50


Heatherland Ltd

skip hire

  25.00


Essex Playing Fields Assoc.
membership renewal

 529.58


E-On Ltd


electricity to Millennium Pk

  59.55


S Barnes


reimbursement for bus MOT at Allen 








Hall

 141.50


RAC 



mini bus breakdown renewal

  86.28


J Oddy & Sons


goods supplied

 196.50


Tipps X R Hall


rent

 450.00


B/More Parochial charities
-

 650.00


B/More primary school

swimming pool donation

3622.50

Bennetts


war memorial restoration

2231.66

BBC



inspect parish play area

 175.34


Tann Autos


wheelchair service and service

Receipts:

· Nil

Payments:


The Clerk had been notified that the PWLB loan repayment of £1462.91 would be due by direct 
debit on 17.5.11.  This was passed to Mrs Nelson for her records.

1547 
FINANCIAL POWERS


Mrs Nelson advised that this month showed moderately high expenditure figures mainly due to the affiliation fees and annual subscriptions due.  It was noted that the usual monthly dog waste bin emptying reports and recreation inspection reports carried out by BBC were missing backdated to 1st April.  The Clerk was asked to chase them for supply of these prior to paying their invoices so the figures could be double checked.  Mrs Nelson had prepared the Income and Expenditure accounts and balance sheets for the year ended 31.3.11 which she passed out to all present.


Cllr Bennett then proposed the budget of £10,000 be set aside for the work required at the Blackmore Village hall car park, this was sconded by Cllr Henwood and unanimously approved.  Cllr Bennett also proposed the approval of the year end accounts as set out by Mrs Nelson be approved, seconded by Cllr Henwood and unanimously approved.


Cllr Bennett reported it had been a good year with contributing factors such as the successful fireworks night and fund raising quiz night.  


Mrs Nelson advised that as previously approved, she had put £50,000 of the PC’s money into a bond account with an interest rate of 1.85%  

1548
COMMUNITY POLICE MEETING


Cllr Keeble said that he had reported to the Police the damaged CCTV cameras at the village Hall due to youths kicking their football at it, however noting has been progressed with it.  This had been reported twice previously to no avail which is very disappointing to say the least. 

1549
COMMUNITY BUS



The Clerk reported that the bus MOT, Tax, Insurance and RAC cover had all been put in place this month with nothing major to report.  The bus service is due May/June time which she will also organise when Cllr Watley returns from his holidays and is available to drive the bus. 


The Clerk also advised that the Cubs leader said that they were not in the position to clean the bus when she asked if they would be interested in doing this occasionally to go towards their badge awards and the PC asked her to write back to them advising it’s disappointment in view of the fact the PC have let them hire the bus with no hire fees other than the standard insurance cost of £8.00 per trip.  


In view of the fact that the bus is not making money to cover all of it’s costs and there are no volunteer groups willing to help with it’s upkeep, the PC had no choice than to consider increasing it’s discounted rate from £8.00 to £25.00 to the discounted user groups such as the Cubs, Scouts, Beavers and the Over 55’s club.  This is still £5 and £15 cheaper than the normal rate, respectively (part and full day hire fees) and she would inform them this would take effect from 1st July 2011 to give them time to budget for this increase accordingly.  Proposed by Cllr Henwood, Seconded by Cllr Keeble and unanimously agreed.

1550
BLACKMORE CENTRE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE


Cllr Henwood advised that the application form for a youth worker was being processed at present.  Nothing further to report.

1551
BLACKMORE SPORTS ARENA – (formerly MUGA)


Cllr Keeble advised that the lights on the courts were being looked at but noting further to report at present.  It is anticipated that the summer months will be quieter due to less hirers during holiday periods. 

1552
MOBILE LIBRARY

No changes to the Parish dates and times reported.

1553
BRENTWOOD BOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL ASSOCIATION


Nothing to report at present. 

1554
 ROADWAY RENTS (2010)


Invoiced for April 2011, pending payment.

BLACKMORE MILLENNIUM PARK

1555
 PROGRESS REPORT


Cllr Keeble reported that he had noticed a dog fouling problem at the Millennium Park which was probably also prevalent in the Mill Lane, Ted Marriage and Walter Hobbs recreation areas.  The Clerk is to make laminated signs to give to Ryan to place on the entrance gates advising we are aware of this problem and ask all dog walkers to respectfully pick up after them and dispose of in the proper manner.  

PLANNING COMMITTEE


The Planning Committee had not met due to nil planning applications being received for this period.  A date for a meeting is to be arranged.  The Clerk was asked to contact the ECC Heritage Department relating to the renovation works at the Bull Public House, Church St. as BBC had not responded after an initial inspection. 

1556
 PLANS


Nil

1557
OUTSTANDING ENFORCEMENT ISSUES


Bluebell Farm - Spriggs Lane, Blackmore (mobile home)  


Plot 3, Oak Tree farm, Chelmsford Road, Blackmore, CM4 0PZ 


Land adjacent to Oak Fold, Hook End Rd, Hook End 


Kiln Farm, Mountnessing Rd, Blackmore 


Cllr Watley is dealing with BBC for an update on the above items as have not heard back in some time


Action required: Clerk to write to BBC planning Department for updates on the above.

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

A Meeting of the Environment Committee had taken place on 9th May 2011 at 7.30pm at Crosse House, Blackmore. All was in accordance with the committee minutes distributed prior to the PC meeting.

1558
Drain Clearance and Road Sweeping


Roads swept on 9.5.11

1559
Village speed


Sppeds still in excess of 30MPH through Parish.  Clerk please keep chasing

1560
Allotments


Will progress again as soon as R Keeble has recovered from his operation

1561
Ponds & Posts by pond


Pond island is overgrown with cow parsley, will remove as soon as ducklings are mature.  Posts thrown into pond by children, parishioner replaced.  Will check to see if posts need concreting in.

1562
Road signs


Monitoring.  

1563
Blacksmiths Alley 


Still no second sign appeared.  Must be over a year this has been on agenda.  Clerk, please keep chasing  

1564
Gunnells Corner – pavement 


Due to be done May-June.  Clerk to contact Stuart Anderson requesting if they could cut back the trees and overgrown shrubs etc at this point prior to the works being completed. Also report that the Dines corner junction is also badly overgown and requires trimming as this junction is now very dangerous to pull out onto.   

1565
Planters 


Due to be done in May.  A Watley and H Town to arrange to remove plants on island as soon as we have some rain to soften the ground.  Matthews plants will re-plant all and the war memorial and the Clerk will contact him.

Correspondence : 

Action Essex Mag being read

Ryan’s invoice/schedule  - Queries as to some charges and still chains not replaced  on Horsefayre Green.  Generally not very happy with work and feel it needs discussing at main meeting. 

A.O.B – 


1.  Cars parking on Grass verges: No cars on Meadow Rise verges but still odd cars on 
Chelmsford 
Road verges but much better now.  Will monitor  


2. Posts missing – on Kiln Field and St Lawrence Garden Green


3.  Spring Clean – Suggested we have a second spring clean after vegetation has died down 
however this was not felt necessary by the PC due to people’s availability and forthcoming 
holiday commitments.  

Next Meeting : Monday 6th June 2011, at 7.30pm at Crosse House, Church Street, Blackmore 


enw2oHenwood

HERALD MAGAZINE

1566
NEXT EDITION

Terry Smith reported that all is going well.  Nothing further to report.

RECREATION COMMITTEE

1567
A Meeting of the Recreation Committee had taken place on 10th May 2011 at 7.00pm at 
Tipps 
Cross Remembrance Hall.  All was in accordance with the minutes distributed prior to the 
Parish Council meeting.


Ted Marriage Recreation Field

a)
Play area –Re-turfing under swings,  Ryan has in hand – Clerk has chased



         






         


b)
Play bark under swings – Requires topping up.  Ryan to quote – Clerk has 


chased











c)
Play area fence and slide – Holes in chain link fencing and one length of 
timber 
required on 
slide.  Ryan has in hand          

          



d)
Trees at boundary (Miss Wiggins garden) – Clerk is dealing with BBC and will organise 
quotes from contractors.






Mill Lane Play Area

a)
Moles – Being monitored.  








b)
Swing seat / holes – Being monitored




            

c)
Outside Fence – Three posts painted.  Ryan is re-checking remainder of fence











d) 
Slide – Needs new boards under it.  Ryan to repair.      

    
  

e)
Rubber matting – Coming up in a few places.  Ryan to quote for repair      

Walter Hobbs Recreation Field

a)
Football pitches/Goal mouths – RK has in hand





b) 
Notice boards – Two replacements needed for Millennium Park plus one golf sign and one play area 
sign.  Total cost £87 which was approved by the PC.  The Clerk to instruct the Contractor to go ahead. 


c)
Weed Growth – RK will organise spraying when weather conditions allow.    

d)
Wood chip – Top up needed in hexagonal swing area and under aerial runway.  Awaiting quote from 
Ryan – NOW URGENT! Clerk continues to chase Ryan.  

e)
Goal Posts – Football season finished.  Can now be painted by Ryan, Clerk top instruct him it can either 
be done now or before the start of the new season, approximately mid August.


f)
Dog Bin – Ryan has positioned, without authorisation, the dog waste bin in a different area.  Clerk to 
instruct Ryan to place it where it was asked after Cllr Keeble re-checks the old bin.











g)
Hexagonal swing – Wooden boards round to area need replacement.  Ryan is aware this needs dealing 
with urgently.






h)
Multi-play unit – Requires painting.  Clerk to ask Ryan to do.
      

i)
Fencing posts – play area – Some need replacing.  Clerk to ask Ryan to quote.

OTHER BUSINESS:

1.
Dog and litter bins   – There have been several complaints of overflowing and bad smelling bins at Ted 
Marriage and Walter Hobbs.  Clerk to check that all bin emptying confirmations from beginning of 
April to date have been received from BBC or chase prior to payment of their invoice as instructed.

Next meeting scheduled: Tuesday 7th June 2011, 7.00pm - Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall

CLERK’S REPORT

1568
 COMMITTEE MEETINGS


Planning
TBC    
7.30pm
Anvil House, Blacksmiths Alley, Blackmore


Recreation
7.6.11
7.00pm
Tipps Cross R Hall


Environment
6.6.11
7.30pm
Crosse house


Parish Council 
16.6.11
7.30pm
Blackmore V Hall


OTHER ITEMS

1569   
Royal Wedding Street Party


Cllr Henwood reported that the party was a huge success and lots of children attended from the 
Parish and fun was had by all.  Terry Smith had taken photos for inclusion in the Herald 
Magazine.  

ANY OTHER BUSINESS – (for discussion only)

1570
Cllr Town asked Clerk to contact BBC to trim the hedges on Nine Ashes Road at the side of the Millennium Park

1571
Cllr Town proposed the idea of a summer spring clean but this was not felt achievable by the PC due to peoples commitment during holiday periods.

1572     Cllr Bennett proposed the completion of the signs at Walter Hobbs as quoted by the contractor.  
Seconded by Cllr Henwood and unanimously agreed. The Clerk would instruct the contractor.

1573
Cllr Dean mentioned the enquiry he had been approached with relating to an additional bus 
service by Doddinghurst PC.  The Clerk would contact Roger Blake for further information.

1574
Cllr Frost reported that a hedge at a location on the Green Blackmore was overgrown and 
obstructing the footpath.  The Clerk is to locate the address from the Electoral Register and 
write to the residents to ask them to trim it after contacting Highways to enquire if it is their 
responsibility to trim this as on public highway. 

1575
Cllr Bennett had been contacted by a Parishioner requesting if they could let off helium 
balloons on the Green, Blackmore for a charity event.  This was approved by the PC.  Cllr 
Bennett will advise the Parishioner. 

1576
Cllr Keeble reported that the phone box outside the Post Office, Blackmore was in bad 
repair.  
The Clerk was asked to contact BT to request they come and maintain it as the 
PC were advised 
by them that this one could not be adopted.

There being no further business, the Meeting closed at  9.55 p.m.



