MEETING OF THE BLACKMORE, HOOK END

& WYATTS  GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Thursday, 21st July 2016 in the committee room of Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.  

Commenced at 7.30pm.    

Members present:  Cllr McCarthy (Chairman), Cllr Keeble (Vice Chairman), Cllr Watley, Cllr Bennett,  Cllr Lennon, Cllr Dean, Cllr Frost, Cllr Lockhart, Cllr Lennon, Cllr Thomas.   Susan Barnes (Parish Clerk) and Rosemarie Nelson (Responsible Financial Officer - RFO) present.
Also present: County Cllr Ann Naylor

Apologies for absence: Cllr Mason and Borough Cllr Aimi Middlehurst.
0075
AMENDMENTS TO MINUTES
Nil amendments. The June 2016 minutes were signed as a correct record.
0076
Co-option
Helen Cannon’s application had been successful and the Parish Council (PC) was therefore able to co-opt Helen Cannon at the meeting.  The declaration and acceptance of office was duly signed and witnessed by the Clerk.  The council welcomed Helen onto the PC.

0077
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Nil.
0078   OPEN FORUM 

Cllr McCarthy welcomed the meeting.  There were two residents in attendance listening to proceedings. No items were brought forward for discussion.  
0079
PROGRESS CHECK
To receive reports or updates on items or visits made since the previous ordinary Council meeting or Committee meetings.  No items declared.


CORRESPONDENCE

The Clerk reported on the following correspondence received at the Parish Office since the last Ordinary meeting and subsequent committee meetings:-


The Clerk advised there were no new items outside of the agenda.   

BOROUGH & COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORTS
0080
Borough Cllr Roger Keeble advised on the following items:
· Brentwood Borough Council (BBC) were in the process of cutting the hedges within the borough but unfortunately there were only two workmen instead of the usual four, so this was taking rather longer than normal. 

· The Blackmore Music Festival was very successful this year, with approximately 2,000 attendees. 

· Essex County Council (ECC) had written regarding flooding issues and Cllr Keeble was liaising with BBC and ECC to highlight localised flooding.

· There had been a recent power cut due to the delivery and installation of a transformer onto the illegal Traveller incursion on Chelmsford Road.  It was evident that their infrastructure was being reinforced with power, against the decision of the injunction.  In view of this, Cllr McCarthy and the Clerk, would write to both Cllr Louise McKinlay and Phil Ruck (Head of paid services) at BBC insisting the PC receives an update on the injunction and intention of enforcement action immediately.  After seven years of court hearings and the court ruling to enforce eviction which to date, had still not been actioned, plus the fact the PC and local residents had invested approximately £20,000 towards legal expenses in support of this, the PC demands an answer.   It was agreed that Eric Pickles would also be copied in on any correspondence.  The PC would request a meeting with BBC to discuss the way forward.  County Cllr Ann Naylor enquired whether it would be worthwhile the PC contacting the Local Government Ombudsman regarding BBC’s lack of attention but the PC felt this was best left if needed at a later date, if for example the initial meeting with BBC was not satisfactory.

· Mrs Pickering, the owner of the Bull public house, Church Street, Blackmore had been in contact with BBC requesting that the Community asset status be removed as she has an interested buyer.  

0081 
Cllr Naylor advised on the following items:
· Granary Meadow flooding – ECC has no record of agreeing to use CCTV to check inside the drains for blockages etc.  She asked if the PC had any supporting correspondence it would be welcomed.  However, the Clerk advised that there was nothing in writing to the PC to this effect and it was only discussed between the local resident at Granary Meadow and the ECC Engineer during his visit.

· Blackmore Road roundabout – ECC had advised that the lines were not eroded enough to warrant re-painting at this moment in time.

· Plovers Mead – loose kerb stones – ECC decided this was not priority.  The Clerk asked if we could meet with an engineer who could inspect the site, which had not been done to date as ECC had only viewed photographs supplied by the Clerk.  Cllr Naylor advised this wasn’t possible and this idea had already been rejected as it was felt to be of low priority.  The PC expressed disappointment with this decision and reported that several car tyres had been ripped due to this problem.

· Plovers Barron bus shelter – ECC advised that there was insufficient funding to provide a replacement bus shelter this financial year but as the Clerk had completed an LHP request, funding was hopeful for March 2017.
· Cllr Naylor advised that Stondon Massey PC was applying for a weight restriction through the village which would result in a re-direction of heavy goods vehicles through the parishes and questioned how the parishes would cope with this.      

· Parish finger posts (missing/broken) – This is a Country wide problem.  Cllr Lockhart stated that it is a shame that these are not top priority for ECC to replace as they are a part of the rural heritage and street scene. This is in view of ECC’s decision to prioritise the metal directional Highways/road signs first and with a lack of funding, wooden street signs are not the priority.  Grants were discussed by Cllr Lockhart - It was proposed by Cllr Lennon and unanimously agreed that the Clerk and Cllr Lockhart would  apply for an Essex heritage lottery grant to purchase new wooden signs/fingerposts to maintain the rural landscape.  Cllr Lockhart had produced an excellent report and assessment of all parish signs which would be very useful with the application process.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE
0082
FINANCE 

ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT – The Clerk presented the following payment schedules and cheques requiring three Member signatures:

£

Addressee


Description

· 
HM Revenue & Customs
July Tax & NI plus back-dated additional April, May








& June payments

  
525.00

B/More parochial charities
quarterly fee

   
238.95

Trevor Brown CPFA

Internal Audit fee

  
569.28

Deckanon Ltd


Inv. 702 – Ted Marriage maintenance

     
  -

S Barnes


June mileage expenses

   
-

R Nelson


Book Keeping

 
2000.00
Unity Trust PC A/C:20343161
BAC’s payments

   
632.00

Matthews plants

Planters – inv. 17385

     
  15.60

Mr T Lockhart


receipt – Finger post survey – binding fee

   
685.00

Total Landscapes

inv.parish maintenance (various)

   
182.80

Glasdon UK Ltd

inv.712427 – new bin (Red RoseLane)

   
284.62

Affinity water


allotment water (less sewage fees)

     
 23.28

Affinity water


war memorial water

   
412.50

T Smith


Herald magazine –June edition

    
 62.25

T Smith


Herald mag (receipts) expenses – reimbursables

 
1751.94
MD Landscapes

Inv.524 – grass cutting


Direct bank transfer payments via Unity Trust:
£  -

Essex Pension Fund

June pension contributions plus back-dated additional







April, May & June payments     

£-
  
S Barnes


Clerk’s June salary plus back-dated additional April








May & June payments (Nett)
      
 It was RESOLVED that:

(i) The statutory basis for this item be noted as the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2011;

(ii) The List of Payments is approved as presented in the schedule.


Receipts: Nil
0083    FINANCIAL REPORTS:  Financial Reports to 30th June 2016
In accordance with the reports distributed prior to the meeting, Mrs Nelson (RFO) reported that finances were looking healthy at present and in accordance with budgets. Accruals had also been made to include the adult gym equipment.
It was RESOLVED that:

(i) the statutory basis for this item be noted as the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2011; and,

(ii)       The June 2016 Financial Report be noted with no other action necessary.
0084
FINANCIAL POWERS:
(a) Mrs Nelson passed around copies of the signed end of year accounts.  
(b) In accordance with the extraordinary meeting minutes of 4th July 2016 distributed to all members, Cllr McCarthy confirmed that the PC had now adopted the National salary scales. After appraising the Clerk’s role, the scale awarded was LC2 36. Back-pay had also been awarded commencing from the new financial year, 1st April 2016.
(c ) The Clerk had received a quote from W Hart cars to repair the body work on the mini bus: £580.00 labour and £220.00 materials.  This was unanimously approved and the Clerk would organise.  The Clerk would also request they re-look at the brakes as she had noticed there still appeared to be some grinding, even after the work had been completed.

(d) Cllr Bennett would calculate the invoice amounts for the football and cricket rents and pass to the Clerk for typing.  This would then be forwarded to the Blackmore Village hall committee.  Mrs Nelson confirmed we had received the MUGA loan repayment from them.

0085
HERALD MAGAZINE  

Terry Smith advised that the next deadline is Sunday 24th July and urged for articles to be sent to him and Eileen ASAP.  He asked for the date of the Autumn parish clean and it was confirmed it was on 8th October.
0086
BRENTWOOD BOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL ASSOCIATION

  Next meeting: 14.9.16 – 7pm – Doddinghurst.  A new Secretary is being appointed imminently.


PLANNING COMMITTEE

0087
 PLANS

The following planning meetings were held since the last ordinary council meeting.  All in accordance with the planning reports made by the committee.  Cllr Lockhart advised that as he gets replies from BBC of decisions made, he would update the PC planning report spread sheets accordingly.


4th July 2016  – Applications discussed: 

16/00833/FUL & 16/00834/LBC – No objections subject to Listed Building consent. 

16/00722/FUL – No objections (1st fl. Bathroom to be obscure glazing).

16/00810/FUL & 16/00811/LBC– No objections subject to Listed Building consent.


16/00740/FUL – No objections. 


16/00773/FUL – No objections although it seemed rather academic as work had already started contrary to the statement on the form.


16/00821/CAT – No objection.  Recommend work to be carried out after nesting season.


16/00795/FUL – No objections.

0088
OUTSTANDING ENFORCEMENT ISSUES - As per the reports. 
 
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE


There was a meeting of the Environment Committee on 11th July and copies of the minutes were distributed by the Clerk prior to the meeting.  

· The Council received and accepted the Committee meeting minutes and the following discussions took place relating to items:
0089
Loose kerb stones, Plovers Mead 
The Clerk had provided Cllr Naylor/ECC with exact location and photographs.  Cllr Mason was happy to meet on site with an Engineer but Cllr Naylor advised that ECC had reported that this type of job wasn’t a priority at present unfortunately.  
0090
RCCE – Best kept village of the year competition

The Clerk advised that unfortunately the Parish was not placed this year and passed around the winners details for information purposes.
0091
Bus shelter, Watsons corner (Plovers Barron location)
The Clerk is in the process of completing an LHP request form with ECC for a replacement bus shelter.    
0092
Blackmore village sign
Cllr Keeble had received a quote to repair and repaint the sign which was £500 plus VAT.  This was generally felt to be too expensive.  Cllr Mason would seek an alternative quote.
0093
Library Green (over grown)

A working party was unable to clear the bigger brambles and deep hedging so Total Landscapes has been asked to provide a quotation to undertake this.
0094
Christmas lights 


Piggotts sending quotes to decorate two trees.
0095
Planters


Committee asked the Clerk to purchase 2 x £15 garden centre vouchers.  

0096
Allotment Garden

Cllr Watley advised that high grade weed killer had been purchased and asked if the payment (approximately £80) could be met by the PC.  Cllr Bennett said it would be good practise to now look at who was responsible for certain bills, ie: allotment committee and users or the PC.  It was agreed that this would be added to the P&R agenda in August so the formalities could be agreed. It was proposed by Cllr Bennett and agreed that the PC would contribute 50% of the cost at this moment in time. A further substantive motion agreed (by majority), that this was in no way setting a precedent.  It was until such time that the formalities and responsibilities could be agreed at the P&R meeting.  

RECREATION COMMITTEE

There was a committee meeting held on 12th July 2016 and the minutes were circulated prior to the meeting.  

· The Council received and accepted the Committee meeting minutes and the following items of business discussed.
0097
Ted Marriage Field
Cllr Thomas advised that the committee had decided that a roundabout was more suitable than purchasing a replacement rocker and quotes were being sought with suppliers.
0098
Mill Lane Play Area
In accordance with the July recreation minutes.
0099
Walter Hobbs Recreation Field and Play Area
In accordance with the July recreation minutes.
0100
New picnic benches (x3) 

Three picnic benches had been purchased for the price of two.  Both the recreation and environment committees to consider locations and inform the Clerk as soon as possible as storage is an issue as they are very large items and they are currently blocking the Tipps Cross Hall lobby area. 
0101
Millenium park cockleshell footpath


Cllr Frost asked whether the cockleshell footpath could be extended to the dog bin.  Committee will consider.  The Clerk and Roger Keeble will obtain quotes to supply 35CBM of cockleshells as 31CBM purchased last time (2013) was not quite enough.  
0102
ROSPA play area inspections

The Clerk has instructed ROSPA to carry out the inspections for the three play areas.  David Owen of ROSPA will confirm a date which will be sometime in August.  The fee for this of £358 plus VAT was approved. 
0103    CLERK’S REPORT

The Clerk had written to BBC’s planning department regarding BBC’s planning consultation protocol with Parish Council’s.  She had also forwarded this to EALC for further advice.  BBC advised it did not legally have to consult with PC’s on general planning applications although it chose to do so.  If  a PC wished to be consulted on planning applications, it must put this in writing to the authority. BBC advised that it welcomed the PC’s local knowledge and history and these would be taken into consideration along with material considerations on each application.  As a matter of formality, the Clerk had written to BBC’s planning department advising that it would like to continue receiving planning application documents for the PC’s input. 
0104
 COMMITTEE MEETINGS


Environment
  5.9.16
7.30 pm
Tipps X Remembrance Hall

Recreation 
  6.9.16
7.00pm
Tipps X Remembrance Hall

Planning
  25.7.16
4.45pm
Tipps X Remembrance Hall

P&R
  18.8.16  
7.00pm
Tipps X Remembrance Hall


Parish Council
 15.9.16
7.30 pm
Tipps X Remembrance Hall 
0105
Defibrillators   
· The Clerk is organising training with the Ambulance Service First Responders for 8th September at 10.00am.  Parish Council volunteers required as well as Village hall user groups (Blackmore and Tipps Cross) – Please register your interest with the Clerk as soon as possible.
· The funding with the British Heart Foundation has re-opened and the Clerk has applied for grant funding for a Blackmore defibrillator – pending outcome.  The PC would be required to contribute £400 towards the defibrillator, excluding any casing which is not funded.  
0106
Finger posts

As covered under item 0081.
0107
Standing orders

The Clerk and Cllr McCarthy had been looking into the standing orders with EALC and NALC.  Cllr McCarthy proposed, and it was unanimously agreed that the PC adopt the nationally recommended full standing orders, as supplied by the Clerk, in addition to the condensed version which was currently in use as these were a good reference guide at council meetings.

0108
Public Engagement (social media) 

Cllr McCarthy advised that he had attended various meetings and training courses on behalf of the PC where the use of social media to connect with residents was common practise.  The current method of the Herald magazine and the notice boards or website was somewhat limited in each case.  He felt that a Facebook presence would be a great way to connect with locals and raise the parish council’s profile. He suggested having 3-4 administrators, such as the Clerk, Cllr McCarthy, Cllr Thomas and Cllr Cannon who were all familiar with the use of facebook. Cllr McCarthy and the Clerk would investigate this further with the view to setting up a facebook page.  
0109
Parish Fireworks night 

The date of Saturday 5th November was proposed by Cllr Watley and unanimously agreed. A list of willing volunteers would be welcomed ASAP. 
INFORMATION EXCHANGE / NEXT AGENDA ITEMS – (for discussion only)   

0110
Terry Smith advised that the Blackmore post office should have opened at the end of September but still hadn’t due to a change of circumstances.  It was felt to be some months away before contracts could be signed with the Co-Op and an opening date was still pending at this stage.  
0111  
Cllr McCarthy asked whether the P&R committee might wish to include on the agenda the protocol for commercial applications and proposals, ie. If the village hall wished to make a further request to the PC relating to potential business development opportunities. The PC should establish procedures relating to this which it hadn’t had to do until the recent application from them.

0112
Cllr Bennett advised that he had since received a response from Wortley Byers relating to the Walter Hobbs and Parochial Charities lease.  He would liaise with the Clerk regarding this. 
0113
Terry Lockhart passed around information he had received relating to the Mountnessing roundabout and the Lower Thames crossing preferred options should anyone not have seen these and would like to see them. 
END:
There being no further business, the Meeting was closed by the Chairman at 9.10 pm
Signed (Chairman):___________________________________   Date: __________________________ 
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