MEETING OF THE BLACKMORE, HOOK END

& WYATTS  GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Thursday, 16th July 2015 in the committee room of Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.  
Commenced at 7.30pm.    
Members present:  Cllr Watley (Chairman), Cllr Keeble, Cllr Bennett,  Cllr McCarthy, Cllr Mason, Cllr Hall, Cllr Town, Cllr Lennon and Cllr Spiers.   Susan Barnes (Parish Clerk) and Rosemarie Nelson (Responsible Financial Officer - RFO) present.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from:  Councillors Henwood, Dean and Frost. County Cllr Ann Naylor had also previously tendered her apologies.
Also present:  Mr Terry Smith – Herald magazine editor. 

AMENDMENTS TO MINUTES
· The June 2015 minutes were signed as a correct record with nil amendments.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

· Cllr Hall declared an interest – reference item 3416 – (Grant payments) and the decision of the grant application from Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall as he is Chairman of the Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall Management Committee.

· Cllr Bennett declared an interest to item 3416 – (Grant payments) as auditor for Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.

· Cllr Keeble advised that as a newly elected member of the Brentwood Borough Council’s planning committee he would be unable to comment or vote on any planning issues or applications at Parish Council meetings, ongoing. 

OPEN FORUM 
Cllr Watley welcomed the meeting.  There were four residents in attendance – updates were sought regarding BBC’s LDP.  Cllr Keeble advised that an update was due in September.
PRESENTATION BY LILLIE HAND
A local student gave a presentation regarding her idea to undertake a project on the village green, Blackmore as part of her University degree course work and she was seeking permission from the PC.  It would be an art installation based on Walt Disney and Salvador Dali.  The artwork would incorporate the use of washable paints, some painting would be incorporated into the trees and foliage and solar powered lights would be used.  Everything would be safe, non toxic and paints would be water based and washable and would therefore not pose a threat to local wildlife or trees.  Risk assessments would be professionally carried out and the project would involve local schools as well as the community and everything would be uninstalled and tidied up after a period of two weeks.  This is scheduled to take place in October.  The PC considered this and it was proposed by Cllr Mason, seconded by Cllr Spiers and unanimously agreed that permission be given for this project to go ahead and wished her every success with the project and her exams.           
PROGRESS CHECK
To receive reports or updates on items or visits made since the previous ordinary Council meeting or Committee meetings. 
· Historic England had contacted the Clerk confirming that the Blackmore War memorial had been awarded Listed Building Status.  The memorial is now listed at Grade II. 

· The Clerk was asked to contact ECC to opt out of this year’s salt partnership scheme as it was felt there were enough stocks remaining.

CORRESPONDENCE
The Clerk reported on the following correspondence received at the Parish Office since the last Ordinary meeting and subsequent committee meetings:-
3407
The Clerk had received the pool open dates for the summer holiday period.  A copy was given to Cllr McCarthy and Terry Smith.  The Clerk will ask the school if they can pre-advise dates in June next year in time for the Herald magazine publication. 
3408
The Clerk read out an email from Cllr Henwood advising that she would be stepping down from the Parish Council.  The Clerk would write to Madeline thanking her for her long standing services and send her a £30 gardening gift card as a small thank you.


3409
The Clerk had received an email from Mr Stradling regarding the trees at Ted Marriage playing field which backed on to his garden.  He asked if these could be cut to give a better TV signal.  The Clerk read out her response advising the procedure in that he is to contact BBC to obtain planning permission to undertake this work as most of the trees are subject to TPO’s in that area.  The Clerk also advised that they had been assessed in 2014 and any necessary works required to be carried out as advised by them had already been completed.
3410
The Clerk had been contacted by a resident of Wyatts green Lane relating to a possible boundary encroachment at no. 10 Wyatts Green Lane.  The Clerk contacted BBC’s planning department who was investigating this as the resident had been informed that the land had been sold to the resident by the Council in relation to the side boundary line of the property.    
3411
The Clerk had followed up an enquiry regarding a possible encroachment relating to 30 Meadow Rise which backs onto the Service Lane footpath in Blackmore.  It appeared that they had extended the bottom of their garden by approximately 10 feet which incorporates a ditch which copes with surface rain water which the resident had subsequently filled in which could cause flooding in the future.  BBC’s Planning Enforcement Officer, Richard Bates inspected the site and confirmed that the garden extension is a breach of planning control and is contrary to Brentwood Council’s Green Belt Policy (part GB8, Extensions to gardens) as contained in the Brentwood Replacement Local Plan.  He has taken photographic evidence and has written to the home owner requesting that the fence is removed within a period of one month and the original garden length is reinstated to avoid formal planning enforcement action.     
3412
The Clerk had contacted BBC regarding the missing or damaged parish road signs and finger posts and they advised that this is a matter for ECC but they could not give the Clerk any contact details there as they do not have any themselves. 

3413
The Clerk had written to the Police and Crime Commissioner as well as Traffic Management at Essex Police regarding the issue of parish speeding and the evident lack of roadside speed checks by the police.  There did not appear to be any updates for speed checks for the area since 2013.
3414
The Clerk had compiled a list of outstanding ECC items requiring attention and supporting photographs and information for Ann Naylor.  The Clerk gave a copy of the list and covering letter to all Cllr’s for their information purposes and she would organise the originals to go to Ann Naylor for following up with the relevant ECC Officers as the Clerk is no longer permitted to contact the Officers direct.        
BOROUGH & COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORTS
3415
Cllr Keeble advised that as BBC was seeking interest for parishes wishing to hold local markets maybe the PC could consider this, perhaps to sell allotment produce.  As licences will possibly be involved to do this Cllr Keeble would investigate this further with BBC first.

Cllr Keeble would also investigate possible volunteers for parish speed checks and get back to the Clerk with names of the interested parties.


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE
3416
FINANCE 

ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT – The Clerk presented the following payment schedules and cheques requiring three Member signatures:

£

Addressee


Description

   -
Essex Pension Fund

Pension (July)

   -

HM Revenue & Customs
Tax and NI contributions (July)

   -
Mrs R Nelson


Book Keeping (July)

     75.00
petty cash


July

2000.00

PC Unity Trust A/C:20343161
July direct debits

1215.42
M D L



Grass cutting – inv. 145

  518.75
B/M Parochial charities

Aug/Sept/Oct ’15 period

    54.99
Mr K Lodge


Allotment items purchased – two receipts

  108.00
K Stanbridge


Maintenance – inv. 15.7.15

    70.12             Martin Clark
Reimbursed – lighting parts and labour to repair light by B/More school 


    66.00
RCCE



Annual Membership renewal

  25.00
Mr T Smith


Reimbursed – garden voucher for Nan Addison (volunteer)
  50.00
BBPCA



Annual subscription


      
 It was RESOLVED that:

(i) The statutory basis for this item be noted as the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2011;

(ii) The List of Payments is approved as presented in the schedule.

Receipts: 

Payment received from Mr Brown for £25 roadway rent charge.
BAC’s remittance advice from HMR&C for VAT refund of £323.81 for period 1.1.15 to 31.3.15.

Grant Payments: The PC considered the application from Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall for £750.00 to go towards the disabled toilet refurbishment.  It was proposed by Cllr McCarthy, seconded by Cllr Mason and unanimously agreed that this be approved.  The Clerk will raise a cheque.   
            FINANCIAL REPORTS:  Financial Reports to 30th June 2015
In accordance with the reports distributed prior to the meeting, Mrs Nelson (RFO) reported on the figures and answered any queries.  The main grass cutting was slightly higher than budget but the general grass cutting covered under maintenance was lower.  The office expenses looked slightly high due to the old photocopier payment being collected by direct debit in error but the supplier had confirmed it would be refunded.  The allotment budget and finances were discussed and Cllr Watley was asked to produce via the allotment committee a schedule of expenditure for payments made to date.  
It was RESOLVED that:

(i) the statutory basis for this item be noted as the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2011; and,

(ii)       The June 2015 Financial Reports be noted with no other action necessary.
3417
FINACIAL POWERS
· Internal Parish Audit - Following the audit on 9th June, the Auditor’s recommendations were discussed in brief and Mrs Nelson distributed copies of the report to all Cllr’s.  The recommendations are being considered and dealt with by the Parish Clerk and RFO accordingly and it was reported that all was in good order. 
3418
Roadway Rents 2015

The Clerk had received the following payments: 25p from Mr & Mrs Hunter and £25 from Mr Brown, The Green.  

3419
COMMUNITY POLICE MEETING

Nothing new to report.
3420
COMMUNITY BUS



All going okay.  
3421
BLACKMORE CENTRE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE

Nothing new to report. 
3422
BLACKMORE SPORTS ARENA – (formerly MUGA)

Cllr Keeble advised that painting was being undertaken.
3423
MOBILE LIBRARY
Nothing new to report
3424
BRENTWOOD BOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL ASSOCIATION
  There was a meeting held on 10th June, pending minutes which would be circulated once received.  The cheque for the annual membership of £50 was raised to cover the secretarial fees. Cllr Hall suggested that it might be beneficial if the BBPCA could ask for a Borough Cllr to attend Parish Council meetings to discuss local issues and have a clearer understanding of the work of the Parishes.  Cllr Watley asked all Cllr’s to give him any topics to be discussed at the next BBPCA meeting.
3425      Blackmore recycling area – fencing and revised pathway ideas 


The Clerk would submit drawings and information to Cllr Ann Naylor within the outstanding works programme.

PLANNING COMMITTEE
3426
 PLANS

In accordance with the planning committee reports distributed prior to the meeting, the following meetings had taken place and plans discussed:

22/6/15 – 15/00643/FUL – No objections in principle but some reservations stated.


22/6/15 -  15/00604/FUL – No objections.

6/7/15  -   15/00727/FUL – No objections but some concern stated.         


6/7/15  -   15/00777/TPO – No objections if approved by BBC.
3427
OUTSTANDING ENFORCEMENT ISSUES 
 
The Bull Public House, Church Street, Blackmore and Jericho Priory Wall - Cllr Watley reported he had received no updates from BBC.  He would try to request the attendance of Gordon Glenday at the next PC meeting.  He would also contact Eric Pickles to seek his assistance with the matter of outstanding enforcements and the lack of assistance from BBC.

Cllr Keeble asked the PC to consider the option of registering the Bull Public House as a ‘Community Asset’ to protect the future of the public house.  The Clerk had previously handed out the information from BBC’s website to all Councillors for them to consider.  Cllr Keeble would ask Paulette McAllister if she might be available to attend the next PC meeting to discuss this in more detail.
 ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

There was a meeting of the Environment Committee on 6th July 2015 and copies of the 
minutes were distributed by the Clerk prior to the meeting.  

· The Council received and accepted the Committee meeting minutes and the following discussions took place relating to items:
3428
Chelmsford Road – island at junction by ponds 
The Clerk reported that BBC had now advised that contact must be made with ECC for the Highway Rangers to undertake the work although they could not give her a direct contact name or number.  This will now have to be added to Ann Naylor’s list of outstanding items for action in Autumn. 
3429
Soap House footpath fence repairs
Clerk has requested Kevin to provide a further quote. Clerk has also tried to make contact with John Bell on a few occasions but he was unavailable as his wife was poorly.  The Clerk has been unable to contact KD Fencing at this moment in time. 

3430
Parish Maintenance
Terry Smith is speaking with the maintenance man at the Baptist Church.  Kevin has now returned from his holiday and has started work within the parish.   
3431
New Parish Benches


Committee advised that Jerry Mount Stevens will put a bench outside his house.  The Committee, as proposed by Mrs Town would like to purchase three new parish benches each costing £392 from Glasdon UK.  This was seconded by Cllr Spiers and unanimously agreed.  The Clerk will place the purchase order and the Committee will inform her of locations.  
3432
Bull Alley and kerb reinstatement


MDL has been cutting the grass in this area to keep it tidy.  Reinstatement of the kerb line by weeding and tidying the overgrowth etc will be added to the NAT’s list of jobs in September.

3433
Bridge over footpath by Meadow Rise – missing handrail

The Clerk to report to ECC


In light of the Clerk’s report that officers at Brentwood do not respond to enquiries and emails submitted by the Clerk, Cllr Keeble will bring this up at Borough level to seek improvements.

ALLOTMENT COMMITTEE

3434
Cllr Watley reported on the following:

· An Allotment Association being formed as there are readily available people to fulfil the necessary roles and have experience in allotments already.

· A security gate to deter fly tipping was being investigated as the initial quotations were quite high. 

· Committee to obtain weed retardant to stop weeds growing on the unused plots and chemical weed spraying being looked into.

· An official opening of the allotments was being considered, possibly sometime in September.

HERALD MAGAZINE

3435
NEXT EDITION

Terry Smith advised that the next deadline is 26th July.  Autumn parish spring clean dates were discussed for publication and the date of Saturday 17th October was unanimously agreed.  The Clerk would place notices on the notice boards.
RECREATION COMMITTEE
There was a committee meeting held on 14th July 2015 and the minutes were circulated prior to the meeting.  

· The Council received and accepted the Committee meeting minutes and the following items of business discussed.
3436
Ted Marriage Field
In accordance with the committee minutes. 
3437
Mill Lane Play Area
In accordance with the Committee minutes.
3438
Walter Hobbs Recreation Field and Play Area
In accordance with the Committee minutes.
· Perimeter hedges – Cllr Keeble had received a quote to trim the perimeter hedges from Tim at the village hall at a cost of £760-£780.  This was to face the hedging only and not reduce the height.  This included the trimming of the hedging at the Millenium Park.  Work was agreed to go ahead in September as it was considerably cheaper than previous quotes obtained.   

3439 
Outdoor Gym Equipment 

Grant applications in hand with the Clerk
3440
GRASS CUTTING CONTRACTS – ALL AREAS WITHIN THE PARISH
Hook End Lane and Bull Alley added to the MDL schedule. 
3441    CLERK’S REPORT

The Clerk advised her summer holiday period away from the office: 30th July to 17th August.

Mrs Nelson’s holiday dates: 16th to 28th August.

There being no Parish Council meeting in August, a policy and resources meeting was scheduled for 13th August at 7.30pm at Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.  The Clerk also confirmed the September meeting dates as follows:

3442
 COMMITTEE MEETINGS


Environment
  7.9.15
7.30 pm
Crosse House, Blackmore

Recreation 
  8.9.15
7.00pm
Tipps X Remembrance Hall


Parish Council
 17.9.15
7.30 pm
Tipps X Remembrance Hall 
3443
Brentwood Borough Council – Local Development Plan Consultation 

 
The Clerk had received and circulated the latest LDP newsletter from BBC. 
3444
Superfast Essex, broadband 


No new updates received.
3445
The future of Blackmore Post Office

No new updates received.
3446
The future of the Tipps Cross Post Office 

Cllr Hall reported that the questionnaires regarding a public consultation for the Post Office hours to be reduced from 12hrs to just two hours per week were held at the Tipps Cross Hall post office.  He asked Cllrs and residents to respond in support of the post office staying open for slightly longer hours as it was felt that two hours per week was inadequate.  The Clerk would write on behalf of the PC suggesting that the following hours be considered – 2 hours on two weekdays, perhaps a Monday and a Thursday would be more adequate. 
3447
Defibrillators   

Cllr Keeble will supply the Clerk with the contact details used by the village hall for purposes of obtaining quotes for defibrillators. 
3448
Light pollution at Cherry Trees on the corner of Poplar Close, Blackmore 

No response received from BBC.
INFORMATION EXCHANGE / NEXT AGENDA ITEMS – (for discussion only)   

3449
Cllr Bennett advised that he had recently heard that as from October no green prescription leaflets would be given to the patient but they would be sent electronically by the Doctor to the pharmacy. 
3450
Cllr Mason asked the Clerk to chase Piggotts for a delivery date regarding the installation of the xmas lights for Kiln Field.
END:
There being no further business, the Meeting was closed by the Chairman at 9.45 pm
Signed (Chairman):___________________________________   Date: __________________________ 
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