ORDINARY MEETING OF THE BLACKMORE, HOOK END

& WYATTS  GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Thursday, 18th July 2019 in the committee room of Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.  
Commenced at 7.30pm.    
Members present:  Cllr T Bennett (Chairman), Cllr Keeble (Vice Chairman), Cllr K Bennett, Cllr McCarthy, Cllr Watley, Cllr Cannon, Cllr Dean, Cllr Thomas, Cllr Clarke and Cllr Lennon. Susan Clapham (Parish Clerk) and Mrs Nelson (RFO). Also in attendance: Mr Terry Smith, Herald Magazine Editor. 
1045
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Cllr Lockhart, County Cllr Lesley Wagland and Peter Jakobsson, Borough Councillor.
1046
AMENDMENTS/APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The minutes were signed as a correct record by the Chairman.
1047
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Allotment Members – Cllrs Tom Bennett, Watley and Keeble expressed an interest where discussions relating to the Blackmore Allotments were concerned (ongoing).
1048    OPEN FORUM 
Mr Brent Smith, Stondon Massey Parish Council Chairman was present. He spoke of their Annual Village Day event and advised that they were in the process of setting up a separate Committee as the Parish Council would be organising and running the event now. He agreed to speak with Cllr Helen Cannon to check there wouldn’t be a date clash with the Blackmore Village Fayre or the Blackmore Music Festival. She welcomed him to contact her and said she would be happy to provide assistance in regards to information and contact details relating to street closure provisions etc. should they need it.
1049
PROGRESS CHECK
To receive reports or updates on items or visits made since the previous ordinary Council meeting or Committee meetings.  Nil items.

CORRESPONDENCE

The Clerk reported on the following items:

1050
A request had been made to the PC to hire the Blackmore Millennium Field for a wedding (date to be confirmed). They would like to erect a tee-pee style marquee and enquired if this would be permissible.


The PC had considered this request at the last POS Committee meeting and had agreed that pending further information from the applicant, the PC would agree the usual hire rate of £350.00 assuming it did not clash with any of the Blackmore Village Hall’s own events being held. Action: As the Clerk had already contacted the applicant and asked for further information, she would get back to Cllr Cannon and Cllr Keeble as soon as this was received.
1051
The Clerk read out a thank you letter received from Blackmore Primary School for the grant awarded of £750. They advised that they were currently looking to renew the pool building roof which would enable the pool to be used all year round. They enquired if the PC had, or knew of any additional funding to help towards these costs. Cllr Keeble suggested they contact BBC in relation to the Brentwood Community Fund which awarded up to £4,000 of match funding. Action: Clerk to advise them of this.
 
1052
BOROUGH & COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORTS


  Borough Cllr Roger Keeble reported on the following:
· He had attended a progress meeting regarding the LDP. The submission date was scheduled for 31st July but Phil Drane, BBC did not feel this would be met as only 200 of the 400 residents comments had currently been processed. There was an infrastructure meeting scheduled for 1st August so the submission would not be made until after then. It was now looking likely to be the end of September. He had enquired why the comments to the Consultation had not been processed yet and also queried the boundary planning applications made at Epping which would almost certainly impact on Blackmore village and its amenities.
· Cllr Keeble had met with the residents who had attended a recent PC meeting to discuss the sighting of what she thought could be Japanese knotweed encroaching her garden boundary. Upon investigation, this was found to be common brambles and weeds. It was agreed she would use a strong weed killer to eliminate these. 
· Still no news relating to the ‘Cherry Trees’ property wall from the Enforcements Team.
· Appeal upheld for property 51 The Willows, Hook End Road – planning permission granted.
· He had received approval for speed watch sites near Blackmore Village Hall and Blackmore Primary School. However, volunteers were required to carry these out. Doddinghurst will help with the speed gun and camera. 
· He reported three fly tipping instances – Hay Green Lane, Red Rose Lane and Swallows Cross. BBC are dealing with these.

· The NAT’s visit was due soon and he and the Clerk would collate a list of items.

· He is still dealing with various Highways issues such as heavy lorries along Red Rose Lane in addition to the faulty VAS signs and road signs generally – pending responses.
· Cllr McCarthy advised that there are currently speed strips positioned between the telephone kiosk, Wyatts Green Road and Swallows Cross.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE
1053
FINANCE 

ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT – The Clerk presented the following payment schedules and cheques requiring three Member signatures:

£


Addressee



Description____________________________    

10,000.00
Unity Trust Bank A/c


Online Bank payments


       18.00
Final Allotment Assoc. payment

       72.00
St George’s Pest Control

Removal of wasps nest at T/M



       72.60
RCCE  




Membership renewal


        40.00
Bits & Bytes



Computer work on Chairman’s PC

Direct bank transfer payments via Unity Trust:

S Clapham (wages) JULY. £-
Mrs R Nelson £-

HMR&C– £-
Essex Pension Fund - £-

      
 It was RESOLVED that:

(i) The statutory basis for this item be noted as the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2015;

(ii) The List of Payments is approved as presented in the schedule.

Receipts: Nil. 
1054   FINANCIAL REPORTS:  Financial Reports to 30th June 2019
In accordance with the reports distributed prior to the meeting.  Mrs Nelson reported on the following items:
· It was proposed by Cllr McCarthy and unanimously agreed that the Clerk would renew the RCCE Annual Membership costing £72.60.
· The £10,475 deposit for the new play equipment had been paid to Playquip Leisure.

· The invoice from Town and Country Landscapes was queried and the Clerk was to liaise with John Sharpe to ascertain what it covered. The Clerk said there were two areas within the Parish which historically John Sharpe had maintained for several years – Outings Lane and Back Lane (Blackmore ditch). Action: Clerk to ascertain how these jobs came about and what the invoices covered and report back.
· Clerk to ask BBC to cut back and tidy around the post box and bus shelter on Blackmore Road, diagonally opposite Dines Corner.

It was RESOLVED that:

(i) the statutory basis for this item be noted as the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2015; and,

The Financial Report be noted with no other action necessary.

1055
FINANCIAL POWERS:

Mrs Nelson had circulated copies of the audited and signed accounts to all Members. No further action required.
1056
MAGAZINE COMMITTEE

Mr Smith advised that the next deadline is Sunday 21st July. It was noted that the Autumn Parish Litter Pick was on Saturday 19th October at 10am. 

PLANNING COMMITTEE

1057
 PLANS

The following planning meeting was held since the last ordinary council meeting.  All in accordance with the planning reports made by the committee which were approved and accepted. 

Meeting date: 2nd July 2019


Planning Applications considered: 


19/00921/FUL – Land adjacent to Five Farthings, Nine Ashes Road, Blackmore. CM4 0QW – No objections as it constitutes ‘limited infilling in villages’, as defined in s.145 € in the NPPF (2018). However, objections were made to the proposed external materials on the roof and first floor elevations as out of keeping and incongruous with the prevailing character of the street scene and fail to comply with CP1 (i) & (iii) in the Brentwood Replacement Local Plan.


19/00877/FUL – The Leather Bottle P.H, The Green, Blackmore, CM4 0RL – No objections to the proposed scheme but Committee were unable to determine whether the disabled W.C. complies with Part M of the Building Regulations due to lack of dimensions on the plan.


19/00862/FUL – Land adjacent to Copperfields, Ingatestone Road, Blackmore, CM4 0NZ – This development constitutes ‘limited infilling in villages’ as defined in s.145 € in the NPPF (2018). The ridge and eaves heights both fall within the limitations of Permitted Development as defined in the Planning Portal issued by the Dept. of Communities & Local Government. No objections raised as there will be no harm or detrimental visual impact to the Green Belt. 

In Cllr Lockhart’s absence, the Chairman read out Cllr Lockhart’s report as follows. The reports above, as circulated prior to the meeting, were accepted and approved.
“Pursuant to Cllr Tom Bennett’s suggestion that I contact Cllr. Hossack at BBC to ask him if he was aware of the new permanent unit being erected at the Chelmsford Road Travellers’ site, I sent him an email on 3rd July and received a reply the same day stating “ Thank you Terry, I will check this with our Planning Enforcement team and revert”. To date, I have heard nothing further except that on 11th July I received notification of an application for “use of land for the stationing of caravans for residential purposes” at Oak Tree Farm Chelmsford Road, Blackmore, which although it appears unrelated to the above query, we will be considering it at our next planning meeting. 

Tom gave notice of an informal meeting between members of the Parish Council and the BVHA which was held on 10th July. The meeting was cordial and constructive.  The BVHA wanted to see if there was anything on the legal front that they could be exploring, ahead of the consultation process reaching its conclusion.  The PC agreed to look at any proposals they might have but were concerned that this did not come with any uncontrollable costs.  The PC will await the BVHA’s written proposals which will then be considered by the PC.
I met with Tom on 8th July to discuss how we would respond to the planning application submitted to EFDC regarding 9 new dwellings on a site at the top end of Fingrith Hall Lane just beyond our Parish boundary. We initially sent an email to EFDC questioning why we were not notified of this development but Stondon Massey Parish Council were - even though their Parish is further away and would be unaffected. This enquiry has resulted in a torrent of emails and I will read a summary of the contents at the next planning committee meeting”.

The next planning meeting is on Tuesday 23rd July at 5.00pm at Blackmore Village Hall.
1058
OUTSTANDING ENFORCEMENT ISSUES  - As noted on the planning reports submitted to BBC. 
1059
BBC’s Local Development Plan (LDP) 
· Protected Lanes Status Applications for Red Rose Lane and Spriggs Lane - The Clerk had chased Place Services, ECC as no updates had been received. They advised the surveys should be undertaken in July.
· Cllr Tom Bennett advised that he had been contacted by Bill Ratcliffe, BVHA for a meeting to discuss actions ahead of the submission of the LDP by BBC. There was a meeting held between Bill Ratcliffe and Cllr Tom Bennett, Cllr Keeble and Cllr Watley to hear proposals by Mr Ratcliffe. The BVHA enquired if the PC would contribute additional legal funding towards the BVHA if it was to liaise with its own Lawyer. Cllr Tom Bennett confirmed that no financial commitments had been made or any such assurances given on behalf of the PC. He advised that he would need to defer any decisions to the full Parish Council and possibly its own Lawyers first and Cllr Tom Bennett will put together a briefing note for all Members shortly. The PC’s initial view relating to this enquiry is that it has already instructed, and is paying for, professional planning legal advice with Holmes and Hills, which the BVHA has been permitted to make a joint submission to the LDP Consultation at no cost to their Organisation. Guidance must be sought first from its own Lawyers and the PC could not be responsible for instructions given to another independent Lawyer or any associated costs.

· Red Rose Farm – There is a probable planning application being made for development of the land at Red Rose Farm. Mrs Nelson had received a call from a developer to discuss the plans with the PC. It was agreed that the Company could attend the Planning Committee meeting on 23rd July if it wished to present the proposals although the PC would not be in the position to make any comments or recommendations. The Developer would send a copy of the outline plans to the PC in advance of this.  

POS - (PARKS & OPEN SPACES) COMMITTEE

There was a meeting of the Committee on 9th July and copies of the minutes were distributed by the Clerk prior to the meeting.  

· The Council received and accepted the Committee meeting minutes and discussions took place relating to the following items:
1060
Library Green (debris) 

· Foliage and debris along the boundary line – MDL have tidied the Green but some remaining pyracantha will have to be removed when they can bring a digger to site to scrape this up.
· MDL have repaired and re-stained the broken bench.

· Damaged tree limb – This has now been dealt with by Town & Country Landscapes.
1061
Play area projects – Kick Wall and zip wire (Ted Marriage and Walter Hobbs)


Playquip Leisure are scheduled to install this in July, pending confirmation of a date.
1062
Annual Play area inspections

The POS Committee are in receipt of the reports and are dealing with the items raised. It had agreed to organise a separate Sub-Committee to inspect all sites and report on works required in accordance with the reports. In accordance with the POS Committee minutes, Cllr Watley gave a brief summary of items flagged up in the report which the Committee will be considering. It was agreed that Cllr Thomas would be taking on the play area inspections at Mill Lane. The Clerk will provide her with the ROSPA approved inspection sheets.
1063
New Planters 
The Clerk advised that the three new recycled wood effect plastic planters had been installed at Watsons Corner, Wyatts Green junction, and re-planting had been undertaken by Matthews Plants on 1st July. A rolling programme to replace the older planters was being considered by the POS Committee and these would be replaced in order of priority.
1064
The trees on the Green, Blackmore
Cllr’s Tom Bennett and a small Committee of Members from the POS Committee inspected the trees on the Green. It was noted that some work was required as there appeared to be some diseased and damaged trees. There has been some damage caused by large vehicles clipping the branches and quotes are being sought for this work. The work will probably be undertaken after the leaf fall some time in November.
1065
Pond Notice Board 

The POS Committee had recommended a replacement notice board as the old one was looking very shabby. The Committee agreed a maintenance free replacement, matching the other Parish Notice boards, although this would be slightly smaller, bringing them all up to the same standard. Action: Clerk to order.

1066
Merchant Navy Day 2019 – 1st September- 11.00am (changed from 3rd September)

Cllr McCarthy advised that Mr Ron Quested would again be appearing as Guest of Honour and it was hoped that there would be a good attendance. Revd. Sam Brazier would be leading proceedings along with Cllr Keeble (in Cllr McCarthy’s absence).

1067
Commemorative USAAF plaque, St Laurence Church, Blackmore
The final wording still has to be finalised and agreed with the Diocese (in hand). A date will then need to be agreed for a Commemoration Service and unveiling of the plaque at St Laurence Church, Blackmore.
CLERK’S REPORT 
1068
All items covered within the agenda.
1069
 COMMITTEE MEETING

Parks & Open Spaces 
  3.9.19
5.00pm(amended)  Tipps X Remembrance Hall

Planning
  23.7.19
5.00pm(amended)  Blackmore Village Hall

Policy & Resources
15.8.19
7.30pm
   Tipps X Remembrance Hall


Parish Council:
19.9.19
7.30pm
   Tipps X Remembrance Hall

INFORMATION EXCHANGE / NEXT AGENDA ITEMS – (for discussion only)   

1070
Cllr Tom Bennett had received an email from Cllr Kevin Lorkins, Stondon Massey PC regarding a further 9 houses planned at the top end of Fingrith Hall Lane on the boundary with Blackmore. This was covered under Cllr Lockhart’s planning report (above) item 1057 and is being investigated with BBC. Stondon Massey PC will be submitting a formal objection with Epping Forest DC to the application.
1071
PC Website 

Cllr McCarthy advised that Essex info.net would be closing on March 2020 so the PC website hosting would need to be sought elsewhere. Cllr McCarthy is looking into options to present to the PC and this would be presented at the Policy and Resources Committee meeting in August.

1072
Cllr Clarke enquired if a resident leaflet was made available by BBC advising of bin and recycling collection dates. Cllr Keeble advised that it was not but Cllr Watley advised that you could go online and register to receive text updates from BBC. 

1073
Trees at Village Hall

It was still unclear who owned the trees along the boundary with the Village Hall at the entrance of Service Lane, on the other side of the fence. The Village Hall need to make an Insurance claim to deal with the subsidence effecting the Village Hall and the Snooker Club end of the building but the surveyor reported that first the trees would need to be properly trimmed and dealt with which he felt was causing the subsidence. Mrs Nelson advised that she had spoken with the PC’s own Insurance Company and they advised that proof of ownership of the trees in question would need to be supplied before they could proceed. They would also require a copy of an arboriculture report in support of any claim. The quotes received to carry out the tree work were in the region of £1850. Cllr Tom Bennett and the Clerk will visit the site and also go through the Parish Council archives to establish ownership of the land from the deeds. An enquiry will also be submitted with Land Registry. Action: Clerk and Chairman. 
END:
There being no further business, the Meeting was closed by the Chairman at 8.55 pm
(Chairman):___________________________________   Date: __________________________ 
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