ORDINARY MEETING OF THE BLACKMORE, HOOK END

& WYATTS  GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Thursday, 19th July 2018 in the committee room of Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.  
Commenced at 7.30pm.    
Members present:  Cllr McCarthy, Cllr Keeble, Cllr Bennett, Cllr Mason, Cllr Lockhart, Cllr Dean, Cllr Geary.  Susan Clapham (Parish Clerk) and Rosemarie Nelson (Responsible Financial Officer - RFO) present. Also present Mr Terry Smith, Herald Magazine Editor.
0721
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Cllr Watley, Cllr Cannon, Cllr Thomas, County Cllr Lesley Wagland and Borough Cllr Aimi Middlehurst.
0722
AMENDMENTS TO MINUTES
Nil amendments. The April PC 2018 minutes were signed as a correct record by the Chairman. 
0723
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Nil.
0724    OPEN FORUM 

Nil attendees, No representations made.
0725
PROGRESS CHECK
To receive reports or updates on items or visits made since the previous ordinary Council meeting or Committee meetings.  No items declared.


0726
CORRESPONDENCE

The Clerk reported on the following items:
· Cllr McCarthy reported that the Tipps Cross Post Office had tendered its resignation as from 6th October meaning another loss of postal services and a financial loss to the Hall of approximately £1300.00 per annum.

· The Clerk had received a letter from Mrs Caton requesting that the PC inspect the overgrown bull rushes and shrubs on the South East bank of village pond. The PC considered the points raised and it was agreed that Cllr Mason would meet with the Caton’s to discuss this in more detail with the view to this being inspected and any work required to be added to the survey drafted by the POS Committee. 



Action: Cllr Mason to report back.

· Due to complaints received regarding the overgrown footpath along Hook End Lane and Gunnells Corner, the POS Committee members met and carried out the necessary cutting back to remedy the problem on 13.7.18.
· Overgrown hedging obstructing the public footpath at no. 1 Meadow Rise and the overgrown hedging outside the Blackmore Mill House, Hay Green Lane which obstructs the Public Highway and obscures visibility to drivers and pedestrians. The Clerk had written to both residents and the work had been confirmed as scheduled by both residents. Action: The POS Committee will monitor its completion. If the residents had not completed the work or stated a start date within 14 days of the dated letter (23rd July deadline) then the Clerk would write again.
0727
BOROUGH & COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORTS


Borough Cllr Roger Keeble had met with County Cllr Lesley Wagland on 30th June to inspect the damaged roads and pavements at Meadow Rise and Blackmore Road. Cllr Wagland advised that the roads were not in a bad enough condition to warrant priority repairs. However, she did agree that the pavements should be looked at by ECC as were in need of repair. Cllr Keeble will continue to liaise with her.

Cllr Keeble suggested killing the moss at St Lawrence Gardens. This will be added to the POS Committee agenda for consideration/inspection.


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES


POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE
0728
FINANCE 

ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT – The Clerk presented the following payment schedules and cheques requiring three Member signatures:

£


Addressee


Description

-


S Clapham


Reimbursement – mileage expenses 20.4.18 to 19.7.18 
     
6000.00

Unity Trust PC Account

Online bank payments
 650.00


Matthews Plants

Inv. 19692
Direct bank transfer payments via Unity Trust:

S Clapham (wages) July £-
Mrs R Nelson £-

HMR&C– £-
Essex Pension Fund - £-

MDL (grass cutting) - £1228.20
      
 It was RESOLVED that:

(i) The statutory basis for this item be noted as the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2015;

(ii) The List of Payments is approved as presented in the schedule.


Receipts: Nil
0729    FINANCIAL REPORTS:  Financial Reports to 30th June 2018
In accordance with the reports distributed prior to the meeting.  Mrs Nelson reported that it had been a quiet month. Maintenance currently appeared high against budget, as reported last month, due to larger one-off payments such as the office computer equipment upgrade. The MUGA loan repayment is due out on 3rd August and Mrs Nelson had already emailed Chris Blackwell regarding payment.
It was RESOLVED that:

(i) the statutory basis for this item be noted as the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2015; and,

The June 2018 Financial Report be noted with no other action necessary.

Royal Merchant Navy Day Commemorative Service – Monday 3rd September – Cllr McCarthy suggested that the PC invite Mr Ron Quested, a Blackmore Royal Navy Veteran, to raise the  

Flag at the Blackmore War Memorial commemorative Service on Monday 3rd September at 11am. This was approved and the PC would consider it an honour if Mr Quested could attend. 

FINANCIAL POWERS:
0730
The Clerk advised that she was still awaiting a response to Cllr Bennett’s letter to BBC on 12.3.18 regarding reimbursement of service charges and double taxation issues since the loss of the BBC Discretionary Grants. Action: It was agreed that no BBC service invoices for dog and waste bins would be paid until such time that a reply covering the issues raised was received from Mr Ruck. The Clerk had provided the BBC debt recovery Team with a copy of all correspondence to Mr Ruck to advise them of this outstanding matter. The PC felt it was disgraceful that the CEO should take so long to respond especially where financial matters are concerned.
0731
MAGAZINE COMMITTEE

Next edition - Terry Smith advised that the deadline for the next issue was 22nd July.

PLANNING COMMITTEE

0732
 PLANS

The following planning meetings were held since the last ordinary council meeting.  All in accordance with the planning reports made by the committee which were approved and accepted. 

26th June  – Applications discussed: 

18/00847/FUL – 11 Tipps Cross Mead, Hook End. CM15 0HS – Demolition of existing conservatory and construct single storey rear extension– Permitted development and no objection.

18/00880/FUL – The Wayside, Hook End Lane, Hook End, CM15 0HG – Demolish existing dwelling and construction of a 2 storey dwelling – The Committee raised objections. It conflicted with the spirit of Policy H7 in Local Plan. The bungalow is approx. 100 years old and falls short of modern day standards. Objections raised to replace it with a 2 storey house, the design of which is incongruous and unsympathetic to the established street scene. To maintain the bungalow numbers in the parish, the Committee welcomed a revised application to replace it with a new bungalow of superior design and modern facilities. Either way, any new property should be set back from the road by approx.. 3 metres to conform to the building line of the adjacent dwellings. 

18/00533/FUL – Holmlea, First Avenue, Hook End, CM15 0HL – Raise ridge and create first floor accommodation with front and rear dormers and add part 2 storey and part single storey front and rear extensions – The Committee was conscious of recent inconsistencies with the application of Policy H7 in the Local Plan which aims to maintain bungalow numbers in the Parish, but every case must be considered on it’s individual merits, No objections as it was in keeping with the street scene and the character of the surrounding properties. They recommended however that the ridge height be lowered to be no higher than the property on the right hand side (NW).

16th July – Applications discussed:

18/01070/FUL – Pentlands, Blackmore Road, Blackmore, CM4 0QX – Garage conversion to include 2 rooflights, construction of front porch canopy, widen access and dropped kerb, alterations to fenestrations and change of exterior materials – No objection.


18/00965/FUL – Land South of Stubbers Farm, Mountnessing Road, Blackmore, CM4 0NX – Excavation and installation of biofertilizer lagoon with earth bank surround and 2.4M fence, new vehicular access onto Mountnessing Road – The Committee is aware of the benefits of agricultural recycling, but had concerns about the possibility of environmental hazards such as leakage, odours and noise pollution. Road safety issues will arise from frequent deliveries and subsequent onward distribution by HGV tanker lorries on surrounding country lanes. As the application raises a number of issues which also affect adjoining Parishes, the Committee wish to have it referred to a full Planning and Licencing Committee meeting where it can be scrutinized by Ward members and the wider public who will be affected by this proposal. Cllr Keeble advised that he had contacted Mike Ovendon, BBC Planning Officer, and it had been agreed to be brought forward at the net BBC Planning meeting in September. 

Cllr McCarthy reported that he had been contacted by a resident from Little Lampitts regarding the above application. She had in fact bought this application to his attention. He said that it did not correspond with the plans as seen and did not confirm key points such as whether it would have a lid or not.  The above concerns were reiterated by the resident and she was very concerned about this application. The PC did not support this application and awaits an update from the BBC planning referral in September. It was agreed that Cllr McCarthy would add details of this application on the PC Facebook page to raise local awareness.

Cllr Lockhart (committee chairman) read out his report in respect of the above reports. 
0733
OUTSTANDING ENFORCEMENT ISSUES 
 
As noted on the planning reports submitted to BBC.
0734
BBC’s Local Development Plan (LDP)

Public responses to the LDP consultation are now published online by BBC. The Clerk has a paper copy available at the office for viewing. The Clerk liaised with BBC to have the PC’s comments along with Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall’s included on the website as it had omitted them. BBC has since done so and apologised for the oversight. The release date for Regulation 19 was still not available. Cllr McCarthy hoped that prior to the September PC meeting we would be in the position to meet with the planning lawyers Holmes and Hills to discuss a way forward.

Cllr McCarthy reported that of the 4,000 representations made to BBC during the consultation, there was only a few responses in favour of development which were in the region of 100 for Blackmore and only 3 for Tipps Cross development. The remaining majority were all against the proposed development. 

POS (Parks and Open Spaces  COMMITTEE


There was a meeting of the Committee on 9th July and copies of the minutes were distributed by the Clerk prior to the meeting.  

· The Council received and accepted the Committee meeting minutes and the following discussions took place relating to items:
0735
Parish Tree Survey 
Copy supplied to the Clerk.   Action: She will arrange for her and Cllr Mason to meet with contractors able to inspect and carry out any necessary works in order of priority.
0736
RCCE’s Best Kept Village Competition 2018   
The nominations had been published.  The PC had again been awarded a ‘Merit’ award.
0737
Fingerposts
Cllr Lockhart confirmed the posts were looking very good and carried out to an exceptional standard. They should all be completed by 23rd July. 
0738
Play area Annual RoSPA Inspections

The annual external play area inspections had been completed and the reports received. The Clerk had acted in accordance with the POS Committee’s approval, and dealt with the most urgent items raised, as follows: 
· Total Landscapes removed the seat and chain to the aerial runway at the Walter Hobbs field as this was in need of attention which was considered by the RoSPA Inspector to be beyond economical repair.

· Total Landscapes repaired the damaged wood on the balance beam at Ted Marriage playing field.

0739 
Damaged wooden seat on the Green

The Clerk had received quotations to replace the damaged bench which were in the region of £410 to £490. It was proposed by Cllr McCarthy, seconded by Cllr Mason and approved by the PC that the Clerk would order two new seats and ask for the best discounted rate and proceed. One to be sited on the Green, Blackmore and the other to replace the old seat outside the Mill Lane Play Area. Action: The Clerk will organise. Total Landscapes to be instructed to install them with concrete bases.
0740
The sign at the Millennium Park

Cllr Keeble is instruction Stuart Allen to replace the existing sign. 

0741
Parish Planters

Cllr Mason advised he had found volunteers to water these. The Clerk will purchase garden centre vouchers as a thank you for them. Action: Cllr Mason will provide the Clerk with an updated list of volunteers and the number of vouchers required in order she can purchase these.
0742
Parish Fireworks Event 2018

Cancelled due to a lack of volunteers. To be reviewed in 2019.
0743
Speed surveys (Parish speeding) and overweight vehicles

Pending a further meeting with Cllr Lesley Wagland. The Clerk continues to collate complaints and photographic evidence of this problem.
0744
Broken kerb stones in Plovers Mead

Cllr Mason advised that his neighbour was pursuing a claim with ECC for damage to her vehicle tyres and wheels because of broken kerb stones. 
0745
 Parish Autumn Litter Pick

Scheduled for 20th October at 10am.

0746
MDL and grass cutting services

MDL had liaised with the Clerk to inform that grass cutting had not been necessary this week due to the extreme heat and damaged dry grass. 

0747
CIF fund (ECC)

The Clerk had been liaising with ECC to make an application on behalf of the PC. The two members of staff had left ECC and the Clerk had emailed Cllr Wagland for further clarification of when the fund would be open for appications. 

0748    CLERK’S REPORT & GDPR Privacy Notice for approval
The Clerk had previously circulated to all members a draft document. It was proposed by Cllr Dean and unanimously approved that this be adopted in line with the GDPR regulations with the following amendment:
· 1. The right to access personal data we hold on you -  point 2 (fees) – ‘There are no fees or charges for the first request but additional requests for the same personal data or requests which are manifestly unfounded or excessive may be subject to an administrative fee of £15.
0749
 COMMITTEE MEETING

Parks & Open Spaces 
  10.9.18
6.00pm
Tipps X Remembrance Hall

Planning
  14.8.18
5.45pm
Blackmore Village Hall

P&R
  16.8.18
7.30pm
Tipps X R Hall

Parish Council
 20.9.18
7.30 pm
Tipps X Remembrance Hall 

INFORMATION EXCHANGE / NEXT AGENDA ITEMS – (for discussion only)   

0750
Cllr McCarthy proposed an award for the best junior citizen and the best adult citizen. Nominations could be received and the awards ceremony could coincide with the Annual Assembly Meeting in May. This idea will be considered for the Herald Magazine.

0751
Cllr McCarthy also suggested a competition for a suitable Parish Council logo which encapsulates the Parish as a whole. This article will be placed in the Herald for suggestions/entries. 
0752
Cllr Keeble reported that a new frame for the banners at Mill Lane and Blackmore Village Hall were required – he will measure these and discuss this at the next POS Committee meeting.
END:
There being no further business, the Meeting was closed by the Chairman at 9.50 pm
Signed (Chairman):___________________________________   Date: __________________________ 
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