MEETING OF THE BLACKMORE, HOOK END

& WYATTS  GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Thursday, 16th January 2014  in the committee room of Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.  
Commenced at 7.30pm.  

Members present: Cllr Watley (Chairman), Cllr Keeble (Vice Chairman), Cllr McCarthy, Cllr Mason, Cllr Town, Cllr Dean and Cllr Frost.  Also present, Susan Barnes (Parish Clerk) and Rosemarie Nelson (Treasurer).
Apologies for absence were received from: Cllr Henwood, Cllr Bennett and Cllr Hall. 
Also present: Terry Smith, Herald Magazine and County Councillor Ann Naylor.
AMENDMENTS

The December minutes were signed by Cllr Watley as a correct record with nil amendments.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Nil. 
OPEN FORUM
There was one member of the Public in attendance.  Nil representations were made.
 The open forum was brought to a conclusion and the following matters dealt with.  

MATTERS ARISING / PROGRESS REPORT
Nil.
CORRESPONDENCE
The Clerk reported on the following correspondence received at the Parish Office:-
2670
The Clerk confirmed Brentwood Borough Council (BBC) had completed and approved Mr 
Thomas Lennon (Hook End) as a member candidate.  The Clerk confirmed he will be in 
attendance at the February Parish Council (PC) meeting to be co-opted onto the Parish Council.  
2671
The Clerk had reported the following highways problems to Essex County Council (ECC) fault reporting service and had received acknowledgement of their receipt:
1. Two hazardous trees near to Blackmore Primary School – one by the pavement on the school side and the other leaning on the lamp post on the opposite side of the road.

2.  Pot hole – location: Blackmore Road level with Green Lane.

3. Pot hole – location: Top of Wyatts Green Road near to the junction island (with planters)

2672
The Clerk had received and read out, notification of the following scam which is to be reported to RCCE or Essex Police if anyone is contacted by the company ‘Forum Business Media’ requesting money for important and relevant documentation. This is not necessary and can be obtained free of charge from RCCE or the Charity Commission website. 
2673
The Clerk read out an email from BBC requesting PC’s list of works required to be undertaken by the Neighbourhood Action Team (NAT’s), commencing 17th February onwards.  Councillors to put requests over to the Clerk or Cllr Keeble as soon as possible for inclusion.  The Clerk read out works which could not be included in the programme.
2674
The Clerk read out the following information from RCCE relating to VAT information:

“Based on a briefing note from RCCE’s umbrella body, ACRE (Action with communities in rural England) about a consultation entitled ‘Review of existing VAT legislation on public bodies and tax exemption in the public interest’.  There are 2 options being considered which will affect both charitable trusts and the Parish Councils:


Option 1 – The full taxation model


In simple terms this would mean the abolition of all exemptions so that activities carried out by public bodies and charities would be taxable.  If the proposal were to be taken forward the VAT zero rate on new build would be lost, together with the ability for parish councils to reclaim VAT on goods and services donated to village halls.


Option 2 – Refund system


The introduction of a refund system would be very welcome.  It could, for example, enable refunds on extensions and alteration work on village halls.  There are examples of refund schemes that have operated in the UK (the Listed Places of Worship Grant Scheme and the Memorials Grant Scheme) and in other Member States, but this option proposes a uniform solution.  The consultation document states that refund schemes do not automatically require EU legislation as they can be implemented by Member States outside the VAT system”.  END.


Comments about the proposals are to be directed to Deborah Clarke of ACRE: d.clarke@acre.org.uk by the deadline of 14th February 2014. 

2675
The Clerk read out the ECC ‘public notice’ Amendment No.12, Order 2013 – double yellow lines proposed in Blackmore.  A copy will be provided to the committees for their reference.


Action:  Cllr Keeble to discuss with BBC if double yellow lines are intended for the recycling area at Blackmore Village Hall as this was not deemed practical.   

BOROUGH & COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORTS
2676

County Cllr Ann Naylor gave a report on Essex Youth Services and re-modelling of some local children’s centres.  Cllr Naylor also touched on the Tour De France (7 July 2014) and advised that road closures would be published imminently. 

Cllr Keeble reported on the community speed watch training session at BBC which he had attended prior to the meeting.  Volunteers would be trained in the use of the hand held speed gun and required to work in teams of three.  Trials could be undertaken initially with the loan of a speed gun and if the Parishes wished to partake in regular speed checks, it could purchase the speed guns for approximately £1,000.  Cllr Keeble suggested coupling with a neighbouring parish to purchase it based on the response and feedback from the initial trials.  The Clerk will put forward to BBC any Councillors interested in trialling this initiative.  Action: Names given which the Clerk will put to BBC.    
 REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE
2677
FINANCE 

ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT – 
The Clerk presented the above payment schedules and cheques requiring signatures for December 2013 / January 2014.

It was RESOLVED that:

(i) the statutory basis for this item be noted as the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2011;

(ii) the List of Payments for December 2013/January 2014 be approved as presented in the schedule.

Receipts:

Nothing new to report

Payments:

Nothing additional

FINANCIAL REPORTS: 


Financial Reports to 31st December 2013
Mrs Nelson (Treasurer), reported that all was in accordance with the December 2013 Financial Report distributed prior to the meeting.
It was RESOLVED that:

(i) the statutory basis for this item be noted as the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2011; and,

(ii)       
the December 2013 Financial Report be noted with no other action necessary, other than    
          the following: to separate the expenditure for the Christmas lights and the notice boards.  

2678
FINANCIAL POWERS


DRAFT BUDGET 2014/2015 
The draft budget was presented to Council by Mrs Nelson (Treasurer) and all was in accordance with the budget distributed prior to the meeting.
It was RESOLVED that the Council accepted and approved the budget, and:

(i) the statutory basis for this item be noted as the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2011 and the Audit Commission Act 1998, Section 44.
     (ii)  
The MD Landscapes grass cutting contract is due for renewal April 2015 and the Clerk will ask 
MDL if an increase is likely.  There is an over-spend on casual grass cutting and maintenance 
contracts and the forthcoming budget for 2014/15 has been brought more in line with this.    A 
reserve of £1,000.00 had been allocated towards allotments and an additional £1,000.00 towards 
recreation as per the draft.
     (iii) Mrs Nelson confirmed the P&R Committee meeting had discussed the Clerk’s training budget 
proposals.  It had approved the Clerk’s training for 2014 as requested and it had been included in 
the budget as per the draft.  

The precept for 2014/15 was discussed as follows:  
It was RESOLVED that:


(i)  
The statutory basis for this item be noted as the Local Government Finance Act 1992, s.41 -                                                      
     ‘Issue of precepts by local precepting Authorities’. 


(ii)
   In accordance with the above, Cllr Bennett, a key member of the Policy and Resources 
      
Committee, had proposed an increase from £27.00 to £29.00 per band D property as     
      reported on his behalf by Mrs Nelson.  This was seconded by Cllr Town and unanimously 
      agreed.  The Clerk will inform the Borough Council.

2679
COMMUNITY POLICE MEETING

Nothing new to report.  
2680
COMMUNITY BUS



The Clerk reported that all was in order with nothing further to report.  
2681
BLACKMORE CENTRE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE


Cllr Keeble advised that all was going well.  The cricket club is currently utilising it on the 4th Friday of each month.  New storage cupboards have been installed and a larger kitchen facility is being discussed.  
2682
BLACKMORE SPORTS ARENA – (formerly MUGA)

Cllr Keeble advised that the possible installation of a 3G (synthetic) pitch is being considered and grants would need to be sought.  The option of rotating the pitches would also be considered during any consultations.       


2683
MOBILE LIBRARY
The Clerk reported that the mobile library had been at Tipps Cross Hall that day. 
2684
BRENTWOOD BOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL ASSOCIATION

Nothing new to report, pending receipt of last minutes from the BBPCA secretary.
2685
ROADWAY RENTS (2014)

To be re-invoiced April 2014.
BLACKMORE MILLENNIUM PARK

2686
 PROGRESS REPORT

Cllr Keeble reported that he had visited the site to inspect the overflow car park, particularly the mound of earth which had been used by Playquip Leisure to fill the play area bark pit as part of the refurbishment project.  He was pleased to report that the ‘mound’ had been drastically reduced and the area was looking very good.

PLANNING COMMITTEE

2687
 PLANS


The following planning committee meeting(s) had taken place and plans discussed and the reports distributed prior to the PC meeting:
13th January 2014 – 
Application No. 13/01364/FUL –  Re: 44 Meadow Rise, Blackmore, Essex.  CM4 0QY – Comments: No real objections (refer to planning committee minutes as attached).
Application No. 13/01315/FUL – Re: Cherry trees, Poplar Close, Blackmore. CM4 0QJ – Comments: Objections raised by committee – access would be in close proximity of Blackmore roundabout.  The close proximity of the proposed garage to its neighbours. 

· The PC received and approved the planning committee meeting minutes.

The Chairman, Cllr Watley, advised that the planning application for ‘Pendennis’ which had been refused planning applications three times had gone through on appeal and plans approved. 

Cllr Keeble advised he had received a phone call from the Borough’s Solicitors asking if the PC had a recent aerial photograph of the Traveller site on Chelmsford Road, Blackmore.  The PC would consider an updated aerial photograph as this might assist with the six monthly review of the site as carried out by BBC.     

 2688
OUTSTANDING ENFORCEMENT ISSUES – (refer attached appendix 2):

Nothing new to report.
 ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE
There was a meeting of the Environment Committee on 6th January 2014 and copies of the minutes were distributed prior to the PC meeting.  

· The Council received and accepted the minutes and the following discussions took place, relating to items:
2690
 Village speed
The Clerk had received a recent email update from Essex Police, (Office of the Police and Crime 
Commissioner for Essex), dated 15 January 2014.  This was in response to the Clerk’s email 
dated 16 September 2013.   The Clerk read out the email to the meeting and the following 
comments were noted by the PC:
· Apologies given on behalf of the Commissioner’s office for a late response

· A web link given to show all local speed checks undertaken and published: http://www.essex.police.uk/be_safe/speeding.aspx
· The map does not reflect any additional checks as carried out by the local Neighbourhood Officers

· The Police and Crime Commissioner and Essex Police are committed to change the behaviour of drivers and any activity at the roadside enforcing speed has a benefit to the whole community and improving road safety is a priority in the Police and Crime Commissioners Police and Crime Plan.

· Over the last year, a drop in the number of people killed and seriously injured as a result of a road traffic collision has been witnessed by Brentwood as a local authority area.

2692
Village pond (also covering flooding)

Cllr Town advised she is looking at two options of small boats which can be utilised to clear the pond island and will report back with her findings.
2693
Gunnells Corner – pavement (wheelchair access)


Nothing new to report. 


Action: The Clerk was asked to call out the Essex County Council (ECC) Highways Inspector again for a review of these needed works which had been put on hold due to ECC budget cuts. 
2694
Replacement tree on the pond

In hand with Cllr Town and Matthews Plants.  
2697
Parish Planters

Cllr Town and the Clerk confirmed this was in hand with the maintenance man and quotes were 
pending.  To be reviewed at the next Environment Committee meeting in February.
2698
Loose kerb stones (Plovers Mead)

The Clerk had written a letter to the resident of Plovers Mead who chooses to park his car in 
close proximity to the fallen kerbstones exacerbating the problem as buses on that route have 
difficulty manoeuvring the bus down the road around the parked cars.  He was asked if he could 
avoid parking there in the short term whilst this problem was looked into with ECC and 
hopefully repaired, thus avoiding any further damage. 
2699
Ditches –flooding at 6 Granary Meadow, Wyatts Green

The Clerk reported that she had again contacted Danny Jennings of ECC (flood management) for 
an update and had been referred back to Lucy Dean (Highways Technical Advisor) who was 
absent that day but would contact the Clerk upon her return.  The Clerk followed this up with an 
email to ECC (Lucy Dean and the Fault Reporting Line) to request a meeting with her or an 
Engineer and members of the Parish Council to discuss this problem in more detail.  The Parish 
Council had inspected the area and ditch referred to in ECC’s last email dated 10 December 
2013, and fail to see how the ditch is causing the flooding problem to the above mentioned 
property.  Upon inspection the ditch 
was dry and barely visible making it hard to determine its 
exact passage and this will need to be discussed with an ECC Inspector to establish before 
any such work could be considered and undertaken by the Parish Council.  It was felt that 
more 
works were needed to the pipes and gullies entering the road to the front of the property where 
the flooding occurred as the recent remedial works 
undertaken by ECC were not sufficient to 
cope with the unusually heavy rainfall experienced of late. 

enw2oHenwo
HERALD MAGAZINE

2703
NEXT EDITION

Terry Smith advised that all was going OK at present. The next deadline is Friday 31 January 2014.
RECREATION COMMITTEE
2704
There was a meeting of the Recreation Committee on 7 January 2014 and copies of the 
minutes 
were distributed prior to the PC meeting.  

· The Council received and accepted the minutes and the following discussions took place, relating to items:

Walter Hobbs Recreation Field
F.09.13 – Wear to hexagonal swing chains and fitments 
Wear and tear had been reported on the BBC play area inspection and the Committee had inspected this equipment.  The Clerk was subsequently asked to contact the contractor (Playquip Leisure) installing the new play equipment at the nearby play area for their second opinion.  They had confirmed that wear and tear was present and would supply a quotation for replacement, showing a cost saving if completed whilst on site.

It was RESOLVED that:

(i) The statutory basis for this item be noted as the Local Government Act 1972, s.137


(ii)
In accordance with the above, it was proposed by Cllr McCarthy that the above reasonable 

expenditure be incurred for purposes of replacing the worn equipment as necessary to 

maintain a safe environment and that equipment is safe and fit for purpose.  This was 


seconded by Cllr Dean and unanimously agreed.  Cllr McCarthy and the Clerk will organise.
2705
Annual Play Inspections 2014/Risk assessments – Ted Marriage, Mill Lane and Walter Hobbs.

The Clerk presented the 2014 quotation from ROSPA to carry out the Parish’s annual play area 
inspection and risk assessment as £65.00 per site (plus VAT).  The Recreation Committee are to 
consider a ROSPA inspection being undertaken after completion of the Walter Hobbs play area 
installation.  This would support the ROSPA inspection training recently undertaken by Cllr 
McCarthy and the Clerk to aid the training of other members who will be inspecting the parish 
play areas in place of BBC’s contracted inspections (pending receipt of the training certificates 
from ROSPA).


It was RESOLVED that:  ROSPA would be contracted to undertake the annual inspection as 
outlined above.  This was proposed by Cllr Frost, Seconded by Cllr Mason and unanimously 
agreed.
CLERK’S REPORT

2706
 COMMITTEE MEETINGS


Environment
  10.2.14
7.30 pm
Crosse House, Blackmore


Planning
   TBC
TBC
Anvil House, Blackmore


Recreation 
   11.2.14
7.00 pm
Tipps X R Hall

Parish Council: 
   20.2.14
7.30pm
Tipps X Remembrance Hall 
2707
COMPLAINTS PROCEDURE (draft)– For Adoption

The Clerk had circulated prior to the meeting, a draft document entitled ‘Complaints procedure for use in complaints against the Council – Code of Practice’, for the Council’s consideration to adopt it.  

It was RESOLVED to defer the motion to the Ordinary Council meeting on 20th February 2014 after further time had been given to consider the document.  The Clerk will include this in the February agenda items.
2708
Website / Communications information

Cllr McCarthy reported all was up to date with Parish Council minutes and information on the website with minimal traffic.

2709
BT phone box, Blackmore

In hand with the Clerk who is liaising with BT whether or not the Parish Council could purchase it or BT could maintain it as it is currently an eye sore. 
2710
Library Green (back half) – Ownership checks


The Clerk is undertaking checks to establish if the Parish Council own the back half section of ‘Library Green’ and will consider the option of registering this as part of its village green and open spaces if not already registered.
2711
Unauthorised Parking on paths and grass verges

The Clerk reported that in accordance with the Essex Act 1987, Pt III, Highways and streets – sect.6, unauthorised parking of vehicles on such highways land is prohibited and so long as the consent be sought and given in writing from its Highways Authority at the County Council, the Parish Council could exercise powers of this section in relation to any land forming part of a highway in the protection and preservation of that land.  The problem in question raised by the Council was that of enforcement.  

It was RESOLVED that the Parish Council does not have the resources to enforce this and it would continue to report any incidences to the County Council.   

ANY OTHER BUSINESS – (for discussion only)-    
2712
Community Orchard – Cllr McCarthy discussed the possibility of planting a small orchard under the ‘Community Orchards Scheme’.  This could be near the site of the overflow car park at the Millennium field to re-plant the old waste ‘mound’ which has since been reduced (refer to item 2686).  Ted Marriage field would also be considered which has plenty of open and unused space.  Grants are available and he will delve further into this with discussions to be held between Environment and Recreation Committees
2713
Hay Green Lane (ford signage) -  Cllr McCarthy wished to advise of the problem with poor signage at this area.  It was not visible until it was too late and vehicles stranded in the water, which had happened recently on a couple of occasions.  He will provide the Clerk with photographic evidence and the Clerk will contact ECC, Danny Jennings (flood management) to inspect the signage and make improvements.
2714
It was noted that the pavement at Meadow Rise, Blackmore was in need of repairs.  It had  areas of broken and un-even tarmac.  To monitor.

2715
It was noted that the safety tyres and chains at the pond, Blackmore was in need of tidying.  Cllr Town (Environment Committee would look into this and report back).


Diary Date:

2716
Cllr Town of the Environment Committee wished to remind Council of the forthcoming diary date for the next Parish Spring Clean as follows:  29th March 2014.
END:
There being no further business, the Meeting was closed by the Chairman at 9.35pm
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