MEETING OF THE BLACKMORE, HOOK END

& WYATTS GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Thursday, 26th January 2012 in the Committee Room of Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.  Commenced at 7.30pm.  This meeting was rescheduled from the 19th January due to the Clerk’s unexpected illness.

Members present: Cllr Henwood (Chairman), Cllr Bennett, Cllr Sue Wheeler, Cllr Steve Wheeler, Cllr Frost, Cllr McCarthy, Cllr Dean, Cllr Brown, Cllr Thomas and Cllr Town.  Also Mrs R Nelson (Treasurer) and Susan Barnes (Parish Clerk).

Also present: Mr Terry Smith, Herald Magazine.

Apologies for absence were received from: Cllr Keeble, Cllr Watley, Cllr Spiers and County Cllr Ann Naylor. 

AMENDMENTS

The minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 15th December 2011 were signed by Cllr Henwood as a correct record with the following amendment: Item 1759, paragraph 2) – should read ‘ Mrs Nelson also tendered her aplogies in advance of the January meeting……’ and not ‘February’ as incorrectly stated.  

DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Nil.

OPEN FORUM

Nil

CORRESPONDENCE

1784
The Clerk had received the renewal request for Essex Wildlife Trust for £40 (annual membership).  This was approved and the cheque raised.

1785
The Clerk had received the latest bus passenger news.  No alterations to Parish Services.

1786
The Clerk had received information from a company offering free site surveys for play area safety surfacing which she will hold on file for future use. 

1787
The Clerk advised that she had received details and the online application form website link for the Brentwood Share Fund of up to £5,000 per application.  The Clerk would liaise with Cllr Keeble for a quotation for the metal safety play area fencing at Walter Hobbs and would apply on the PC’s behalf before the deadline of Monday 13th February 2012.  

1788
The Clerk had received alterations to the Electoral register – to be held on file.

1789
The Clerk had received information from BBC regarding their first meeting for ‘Asset, Infrastructure and Localism panel’ – A Cllr was requested to attend from the PC on 28th February at 7pm – Town Hall.  Cllrs to consider and advise the Clerk who will attend and she will inform BBC. Cllrs Steve and Sue Wheeler will consider attending and the Clerk will also ask Cllr Watley when he returns from holiday.

1790 
The Clerk read out an email received via Cllr Henwood.  She had received a letter from a Charity Organisation for the Blind who need volunteer drivers for the blind.  Terry would put this in the Herald Magazine should anyone be able to assist in the hope this would help their cause.   

1791
The Clerk advised she had been emailed by a hardware company requesting information pertaining to office hardware and maintenance contracts in place and requested this under the ‘freedom of information act’.  The Clerk advised the company that it was indeed only a small Parish Council office with one PC and one member of staff and that no such contracts were in place or required because of this.   

BOROUGH & COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORTS

1792
Cllr Henwood had nothing new to report to the PC.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE

1793
FINANCE

The following cheques were approved for payment and signed:


£
Addressee
Description

-


Essex Pension Fund

pension contribution

-


S Barnes


salary

 -


HM Revenue & Customs
Tax/NI contributions  

   75.00


PETTY CASH 

-


R Nelson


Book keeping 

 293.75


Mr K Stanbridge

Maintenance inv. 0013

 305.88


E-On



Elect. To B/More Millen.Pk

  48.30


J Oddy & Sons


Inv’s: 112860 & 113092

 159.50


Heatherland Ltd

Skip hire – inv. 16019

  54.99


S Barnes


reimbursement – internet virus 









protection renewal (McAfee)

  40.00


Essex Wildlife Trust

membership renewal

250.00


J Davies


Tree trimming at the MUGA (50% contribution as 






previously approved)


Receipts:

· Cheque from Blackmore Village Hall Committee for payment of £2,250.00 for cricket and football rents.

Payments:

· Nil

1794 
FINANCIAL POWERS


All matters were in accordance with the financial reports distributed prior to the meeting.  Mrs Nelson reported that the figures were showing that Recreation was still over budget at present due to the ‘catch up’ work during 2011 although a lower bill for January had been received for payment as would normally be expected for this time of year. However, expenditure was to be considered only where absolutely necessary at present.  Mrs Nelson also reported that the car park for the village hall had been paid for along with the Town and Country payment for tree lopping which was received in December although the work had been carried out sometime earlier in the year along with the trimming of Service Lane.  


Cllr Bennett went on to discuss the budget as distributed prior to the meeting.  Income is OK and the magazine adverts are doing well as well as the healthy profits that the fireworks display produced in November.  Whilst this year’s discretionary grant from BBC had shown a very slight increase on last year’s grant, the PC would have to budget and spend wisely. Options considered was a) keep the precept the same as the previous year or b) Raise the precept as the grant from BBC still does not cover all of the PC’s expenditure.  Options were considered carefully and it was proposed that the Parish precept be set at £23.00 based on a band D property as per the previous year, showing no change, which the Parish Council feels is necessary to everyone who may also be feeling the ‘pinch’ at present. 
Cllr Bennett proposed, Cllr Henwood seconded and it was agreed by a majority vote in favour of this and the budget was signed off as a correct record which the Clerk will hold on file at the office.  

1795
COMMUNITY POLICE MEETING


Nothing new to report.

1796
COMMUNITY BUS



Nothing new to report other than the bookings were down and it was exceptionally quiet.

1797
BLACKMORE CENTRE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE


Cllr Henwood reported all OK and nothing of note to report  

1798
BLACKMORE SPORTS ARENA – (formerly MUGA)


Nothing new to report in Cllr Keeble’s absence.  All thought to be going OK at present.



1799
MOBILE LIBRARY

Nothing new to report, all going OK.

1800
BRENTWOOD BOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL ASSOCIATION


Nothing to report at present. 

1801
 ROADWAY RENTS


All paid and up to date until April 2012.

BLACKMORE MILLENNIUM PARK

1802
 PROGRESS REPORT


Nothing new to report in Cllr Keeble’s absence.  Cllr Bennett advised there had not been any 
further meetings since the Fireworks night committee meeting.   The question of safety was 
also raised as there were so many people attending the fireworks displayed, this voiced some 
concerns and will be looked into in more detail for the 2012 Fireworks display.

PLANNING COMMITTEE


The Planning Committee had met at Anvil House, Blacksmiths Alley, Blackmore, on (a) 15th December and (b) 16th January respectively and  the following plans discussed.  Copies of the minutes were distributed prior to the meeting and all was in accordance with the information supplied.

1803
 PLANS


  (a)  11/01036/FUL – Objections – ‘The Committee feel that the proposed garage is totally out of proportion to the rest of the plot and building.  There is no visible means of vehicular access to the garage on the drawings – thus calling into question what the building would actually be used for.  It has a totally overbearing presence on the neighbours – Windybridge, The Briars and Bramleigh.  We therefore object to this proposal in the strongest manner.’


(b)  11/01055/FUL – Objections – ‘The Committee still has a concern at the size of the area for this development – although moving back from the pavement is seen as an improvement.  There is however, a concern regarding the future access for no. 1 and the parking spaces that have to be passed.  It is suggested that the highways officer should visit the site (if not already done so) to ensure conformity and that enough room has been allocated.


(b)  11/01191/FUL – No objections


(b)  11/01263/FUL & 11/01264/FUL – No objections.  

1804
OUTSTANDING ENFORCEMENT ISSUES


Bluebell Farm - Spriggs Lane, Blackmore (mobile home)  - The Clerk had chased Christopher Stathers, BBC planning department.  He advised in his letter dated 22nd August 2011 that this item had been chased internally and a new case reference number issued against this case file which had been temporarily lost at BBC.  The outstanding Enforcement Notice dated back to 19th August 2002 and required the removal of the mobile home and he could not at this present time trace any subsequent planning permission for the retention of the mobile home.  He would therefore be investigating this matter further and would update us as soon as possible, and after he had made a further visit to the property.  – No update since this


Plot 3, Oak Tree farm, Chelmsford Road, Blackmore, CM4 0PZ – As above – in relation to retrospective planning application no. 11/10133/FUL.


Land adjacent to Oak Fold, Hook End Rd, Hook End  - Being looked into by BBC in relation to any enforcement action being taken by them as on green belt land – pending update/decision. 


Kiln Farm, Mountnessing Rd, Blackmore – No updates for some time.


Action required: Committee to monitor Oak Fold and further updates from BBC.  Cllr Keeble 
will monitor for updates on Chelmsford Road site.  Cllr Watley confirmed he will attend relevant 
BBC planning meetings.  


The Clerk read out an email from Cllr Watley in his absence.  He wanted to raise a point relating 
to 1 Orchard Piece.  He queried whether plans had been submitted to fell a large Oak tree prior to 
the plans being submitted (Ref: 11/01055/FUL) for the new house was legal or not.  If it was not 
legal he would like to 
know what steps are being taken against the offender for felling the tree 
without permission – if this was the case. The Clerk will email BBC, planning department and 
ask.

            
Cllr Ken Bennett also raised the question of planning application notifications not being received or forwarded by BBC to the PC, as appears to be happening on a more frequent basis.


He has noticed planning applications advertised in the local area when these have never been discussed at Parish Council level, and therefore never received.  The Clerk confirmed she holds a diary of ALL planning applications received at the office which can be used as a reference point and it appears that several applications have never been received and the PC is not aware until afterwards.  Cllr Bennett also questioned the lack of feedback and updates regarding the fenced in areas on green belt land at Tipps Cross along with the query over the hard landscaping erected at Pixies Halt which has been brought to the attention of BBC’s, planning Department several times.


Regarding the development proposal presented by Andrew Dutton previously, the Parish Council agreed to call an extra meeting to discuss this with full Council in further detail.  Cllr Henwood would liaise with the Clerk to arrange in February.  The Clerk could inform Andrew Dutton he could attend the March PC meeting if he wished to seek feedback on this. 

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

A Meeting of the Environment Committee had been held on Monday 9th January 2012 at Crosshouse, Blackmore.   The items below were in accordance with the minutes with the following updates.

1805
Drain Clearance and Road Sweeping 


Being monitored

1806
Village speed 

Could Clerk ask BBC to check St Lawrence Gardens sign as still not coming on until 37MPH reached.

1807
Allotments


The Clerk advised in Cllr Keeble’s absence that Cllr Keeble had spoken with Mr Drain regarding 
the future progress of this site and it was questionable if this would be able to go ahead.  He will 
deal with upon his return.

1808
Ponds & posts by pond


Committee reported there was one post loose near the Antique shop on the Green.

1809
Road signs 


Monitoring.  

1810
Gunnells Corner – pavement (wheelchair access)

 
The Committee asked if Cllrs Henwood and Keeble, on behalf of the Parish Council, could speak to the Borough and Essex Highways to push this forward as the Clerk is being told no budget to complete the previously promised works.

1811
Planters


Work completed.  Matthews Plants to put a small plaque on Blackmore Island.


AOB discussed during sub committee meeting 9.1.12:

· Swallows Cross island – looking unsightly – check responsibility ( BBC or PC)?

· Small tree fallen on pond green which John Sharpe removed and the PC wished to thank him for his assistance.

· Lights – John Sharpe has disconnected xmas lights from Leather Bottle.

· Spring Clean – Committee propose date of March 17th at 10 am – Clerk will supply black bags, litter pickers and hi-vis vests as before.

· Notice Board – Junction of Chelmsford Rd, the Green – who does this belong to?  Cllr Town will look into.

·  Working party – Committee feel a working party is needed to clear the reeds from the stream and the end of Blackmore Mead – will organise. 


 DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  Monday 6th February 2012 – 7.30pm – Crosse House, Blackmore


enw2oHenwood


Action Required:


The Committee asked the Clerk to copy in Ann Thomas via email  on all correspondence sent 
on behalf of the Environment Committee for their perusal.


Cllr Town will discuss with the Committee at the next Environment meeting the replacement of 
the Christmas lights for next year.


The Clerk was asked to order a new Union Jack for the village flagpole on the Green with 
Piggotts Ltd. 


The Clerk was also asked if she would speak with the Scouts and Cubs at Blackmore to 
establish if and what celebrations they intended for the forthcoming Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 
in June.  The Parish Council will also be looking at Parish celebrations in the near future.                                                                                                                                                                   

HERALD MAGAZINE

1812
NEXT EDITION

Terry Smith informed all is going well with the magazine and the next deadline is the last Friday in January 2012. 

RECREATION COMMITTEE

1813
A Meeting of the Recreation Committee had been held on 10th January 2012.  All was in accordance with the committee meeting minutes distributed prior to the Parish Council meeting.


Ted Marriage Recreation Field

A.1.11
 Play bark under swings  


Kevin reported that the ruts can be filled with compacted soil and seeded or turfed but 
recommends that the length of the chains on the swings should be reduced as feels the swings 
are too low to the ground resulting in the same recurring problem.  Pending committee’s 
decision. Not discussed in Vic Dean’s absence as pending his report.
 

A.11.11 Worn swing chains  


Kevin confirmed chains are corroded but cannot do anything about this unless replaced with 
new galvanised or stainless steel chains.

B.11.11 Corroded leg of climbing frame



Kevin confirmed this could be welded and he will do so when weather improves, however he 
stated that this will continue to be a problem as most of the equipment is old and in urgent need 
of repair or replacement in parts. 










C.11.11 Fire damage to swing


 Cllr Dean reported he had inspected and saw no traces of fire damage.  

Items to monitor:
Emptying of dog waste bins (x2)




Repair of cracked paint on slide – will inspect and monitor




Cabin slide needs wood put back in place – completed - delete




Gate – Wyatt’s Green road side, repair needed – completed - delete




Fallen branch at entrance of Ted Marriage field – removed - delete

Mill Lane Play area

A.2.10  Moles 

             Being monitored.  Have not reappeared.





C.6.10  Swing seat / holes 

             Being monitored. BBC inspection mentioned swing seats in report regarding corrosion on both

             cradle seats chain fixings.  Kevin confirmed he will inspect and report back – pending updates

 

C.2.11  Outside Fence 

             Kevin has invoiced for 2.5hrs to repair dog proof fencing which still has small holes in it upon

             REC inspection.  Feel this will get bigger too.  Sue Wheeler will speak with Kevin to establish if

             these have reappeared after he completed works.



                     



D.2.11  Slide

             Kevin repaired the two remaining broken wood panels but Kevin has reported that urgent

             attention required to the complete slide, ie. All beams and ply replaced as current ply on the

             slide that the panels fix onto is also severely corroded in addition to the beams themselves. 

             Pending Committee’s inspection/decision.

 
         

    


D.11.11 Barbed wire

             Neil McCarthy and Kevin have removed all.   Delete item 

E.11.11 Climbing frame 

             Reported leg corroded, this is now urgent.  Kevin to be instructed by Clerk to use filler and

             then re-paint where corroded.  Refer to attached colour photo with Kevin. Kevin has said he can 

             weld this and will do so when weather improves.


F.11.11 Matting under swings 

            As flagged in BBC inspection report – Kevin has reported that the matting was fixed into place 

            and he keeps attending to it as they keep moving.  Does Committee want to keep them or 

            remove them?  Pending inspection and report from committee. Kevin has recently repaired




Other items:
Committee reported that the side entrance has been cleared twice, once by Vic Dean and also by Kevin.  Sue Wheeler will speak to Kevin about this.



Walter Hobbs Recreation Field

B.2.08/E.6.10
Football pitches/Goal mouths 


 Monitoring






A.11.10  Weed Growth  (under swings)


Committee feel area needs wood bark to suppress weeds, matting is showing.  Leave until 
weeds start re-growing.  Monitoring




B.11.10 *Wood chip (Hex swing and aerial runway)– Refer to items below



C.11.10 Goal Posts 


Kevin has straightened two of them and will finish the remaining two when weather permits

D.4.11
*Hexagonal swing 


Some wooden boards round to area need replacement.  Pending Committee’s inspection report as 
to whether work has been completed yet











      

A.7.11
*Aerial runway 


Kevin was asked by RK in the summer to hold off with works as unsure if this equipment was to 
remain or to be re-sited.  Kevin has since reported that it would be a time consuming project with 
the amount of 
work required to bring this up to scratch but suggests the following:  Replace all 
gravel boards.  Remove all weed growth and re-instate weed membrane and wood chips.  Repair 
loading ramps and discharge 
ramps also.  Pending Committee’s report.





H.11.11 Fencing/gates to play area 


Kevin estimated cost for completion of work at £2,100 and is pending Council’s decision.  Roger 
Keeble will obtain second quote which is for metal railings instead before proceeding.  


Action Required: The Clerk was asked to apply for the Brentwood share fund grant (up to 
£5000) to go towards the new fencing and the Clerk would apply before the deadline of 13th 
February 2012.  She will liaise with Cllr Keeble for supply of the quotation from the supplier.











I.11.11
 Bins (need replacing) – Cllr Keeble looking into – Clerk provided a catalogue for Glasdon UK

OTHER BUSINESS discussed during Sub Committee meeting 10.1.12:

Grant Funding - The Committee discussed funding from Essex Environment Trust.  Roger Keeble has 
been dealing with Keith Derry from the Trust and is going to complete forms and get quotations 
so that hopefully some funding will be available for new play equipment and fencing.  The 
deadline date for funding was Saturday 7th January 2012 so Roger Keeble has applied just in 
time.  Essex Community Foundation is another organisation but the January application deadline 
has already been missed.  It was generally felt that everything needs some urgent attention and 
quotes obtained for external funding.  













Parish Notice Boards – Whilst not on recreation grounds, these were inspected by Sue and Steve Wheeler who agree that they are in need of urgent repair or replacement.  They are suffering with water leakage, rotting wooden door frames and insect infestation because of this.  The Clerk reported that the Wyatt’s Green Road notice board is completely jammed and doors cannot be opened due to water leaking and the wood swelling.  She has asked Kevin to attend to this as a matter of urgency when next working in the Parish.  The Clerk has also asked for a quote for all four notice boards to be repaired/re-built where necessary from someone and is awaiting the quote to be able to report back to the committee/Parish Council.





Date of Next Meeting: Tuesday 7th February 2012 – 7.00pm – Tipps Cross Remembrance 
Hall.


Action Required:  The Clerk was asked to go through all the dog bin emptying service 
schedules given by 
BBC upon completion of job.  Any missing documents and presumably 
missed services, the 
Clerk is to re-invoice BBC for these charges pre-paid by the Parish Council 
as this was a non-conformance of the SLA in place.

CLERK’S REPORT

1814
 COMMITTEE MEETINGS


Planning
TBC    
8.15 pm
Anvil House, Blacksmiths Alley, Blackmore


Recreation
7.2.12
7.00 pm
Tipps X R Hall


Environment
6.2.12
7.30pm
Crosse house


Parish Council 
16.212
7.30 pm
Blackmore V Hall

Tipps X Trustees
7.2.12
8.00pm
Tipps X R Hall



1815
Cllr training days with EALC – The Cllr’s wishing to attend the one day course are: Sue and 
Steve Wheeler, Neil McCarthy, Kathy Frost and Andrew Watley.  The Clerk gave them the 
application form for completion and she will pay the invoice of £60 per Cllr once received.  
The course is run by the EALC and is on Weds 7th March 2012 – 9.30am – 3.30pm.  Details in 
full will be provided upon application. 

OTHER ITEMS

1816
Winter salt bag scheme – The Clerk gave copies of the information pack supplied by BBC/ECC along with the risk assessment forms to be completed as necessary. 

1817
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee – The Clerk read out information in the Clerk’s monthly magazine regarding the ‘Big Jubilee Lunch Sunday’ celebrations on 3rd June to commemorate the Queens Diamond Jubilee and the  Celebratory Beacons proposed throughout the country for the actual Diamond Jubilee on 4th June 2012.  Parish Cllrs and Residents have expressed an interest to get involved to commemorate and celebrate this special occasion and the consideration for a separate committee will be discussed at each forthcoming sub committee. Clr Mary Spiers is also interested and will deal with this upon her return.  As mentioned previously, the Clerk will liaise with the scouts and cubs to establish what they intend to do.  

1818
Purchase of PA system – In hand with Cllr Keeble who will deal with this upon his return


ANY OTHER BUSINESS – (for discussion only)

1819
Red Rose Lane (Rural Housing development proposal) – Andrew Dutton required PC response to their proposal for affordable housing scheme.  Refer to above planning notes.

1820
Cllr Dean raised a concern to something he had recently witnessed.  He said that it appeared the food waste recycling collections were not being dealt with by the collectors in the appropriate manner.  They seemed to just be putting the food recycling in with the normal household waste which defeats the whole purpose of the exercise.  If Residents are requested to take the time and trouble to be part of this then it is BBC’s obligation to carry it through and recycle it.  This is a concern to the Parish Council who is in support of the recycling scheme and the Clerk was asked to inform BBC of this who may not be aware this is happening.

1821
Parked caravan – Cllr Steve Wheeler reported he had noticed a parked caravan on Wyatts Green Lane at the dip before Swallows Cross.  This was also reported to BBC by Cllr Bennett previously and Chris Stathers, BBC went to inspect and is dealing with it. 

1822
Edible Essex – Cllr Sue Wheeler mentioned that there is an ‘Edible Essex’ talk at Writtle College on the evening of 16th March and anyone interested can contact her for further details.

There being no further business, the Meeting closed at  10.00pm



