MEETING OF THE BLACKMORE, HOOK END

& WYATTS  GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Thursday, 20th January 2011 in the Committee Room of Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.  Commenced at 7.30pm.  

Members present: Cllrs Madeline Henwood (Chairman), Roger Keeble, Ken Bennett, Vic Dean,  Hazel Town, Mary Spiers, Ann Thomas, Steven and Sue Wheeler.  Also present: Susan Barnes (Parish Clerk). 

Apologies for absence were received from: Cllrs Wally Brown, Andrew Watley and Treasurer, Rosemarie Nelson. 

Also present: Mr Terry Smith, Herald Magazine. 

 AMENDMENTS

The minutes were signed by Cllr Henwood as a correct record with nil amendments. 

DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Nil

OPEN FORUM

Kate Gordon of Brentwood Borough Council (BBC) attended the meeting to give Cllrs information relating to the Localism Bill and the Vanguard Scheme.  As the Parish Council (PC) is aware, the Government is proposing reforms to enable Parish Councils to produce neighbourhood development plans.  BBC recognise that producing plans requires resources and their ability to proceed will depend on whether they apply, successfully, to the Department for Community and Local Government’s Neighbourhood Vanguard Scheme as well as on BBC’s and the PC’s ability to identify the necessary resources.  In order to be eligible for the scheme, BBC needs to demonstrate it is working with a community group or Parish Council to prepare a neighbourhood plan.  Successful applicants to the scheme receive up to £20,000 funding towards the cost of this.

It was explained that what might be expected from us a Parish Council, this is likely to require a sustained commitment over a period of at least two years, the setting up of a steering /working group to oversee the process, who would meet on a regular basis, and volunteers willing to contribute time and skills organising events (if held), consultation exercises, survey analysis and drafting the plan.  Estimated costs could be similar, or slightly more than to prepare a Parish plan and overall costs may not be met by the funding available and may require alternative funding sources through the PC.  

At this moment in time BBC are looking to work with one just Parish partner so if there was more interest from PC’s, they could look at working with BBC sometime in the future if the application was not successful this time.  

After careful consideration the PC voted unanimously to not apply at this moment in time and felt that maybe a larger PC with more resources would better suit for the initial partnership scheme.  The PC thanked Kate Gordon for coming in and discussing this in detail and found it very useful. 

The meeting then proceeded with the following items of correspondence being read out by the Clerk:

CORRESPONDENCE

1388
The Clerk read out the information received from the BBC TV Co. regarding the ‘Switchover 
Help Scheme’.  This is to help older and disabled people with switching their TV over to digital 
which is to take effect from 30 March 2011.  There is a small cost of approximately £40 to do 
this and residents can contact the BBC to organise.  The Clerk will advertise this on the 
noticeboards for resident information.

1389
The Clerk had received information regarding the ‘Poppy party weekend’ 10th, 11th and 12th June 
2011.  

1390
The Clerk had received information from RCCE on the course ‘Your Hall your future’ to be held 
on Thursday 27th January should Cllr Keeble be interested.  

BOROUGH & COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORTS

1391
Borough Cllrs Madeline Henwood and Roger Keeble had attended a recent meeting at the 
Town Hall to discuss the Town Hall’s future.  It is still under consultation and options for the 
building being utilised more fully as well as re-development and re-location options are all 
being considered.  The 
Councillors will keep the PC informed as soon as information is 
received.   

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE

1392
FINANCE

The following cheques were approved for payment and signed:

£


Addressee


Description

-


Essex Pension Fund

Clerks pension contribution

 -


S Barnes


Clerks salary

 -


H M Revenue & Customs
Clerks Tax/NI contributions

 -


R Nelson


Book keeping

75.00


Petty cash

24.99


S Barnes


Reimbursement for office answerphone 








– budget approved in Dec 2010 of £35



 35.30


H J Looker


Reimbursement of items for firework night


 56.00


V Dean



Works carried out on bus shelters (Dec)

409.14


R Barker


Maintenance carried out 

 27.10


J Oddy and Sons

Goods supplied – inv. 108317 – 19/1/11

 30.64


A to Z Supplies


Goods supplied for hall and nett amount 







£26.08 reimbursed by Tipps X R Hall

 46.56


J Oddy and Sons

Goods supplied – inv. 108232 – 12/1/11

 45.02


A On Ltd


Premium to increase PC fidelity 








Insurance – as approved

154.00


Heatherland Ltd

Inv. No. 14897 – 31/12/1- Parish skip hire


  40.00


Essex Wildlife Trust

Membership renewal

1260.00
                        Kelhatch Press                            Magazine fee





 

Receipts:  Nothing to report.

Payments: Nothing to report.

1393 
FINANCIAL POWERS


All matters were in accordance with the minutes distributed prior to the meeting.  Cllr Bennett reported on behalf of Mrs Nelson who could not attend the meeting.  Cllr Bennett reported that the figures were healthily showing a figure of approximately £5,000 below budget at present due to the low maintenance period for the latter part of 2010 and early part of 2011, however that will start to increase shortly as Ryan has started to undertake more maintenance work and the finer weather will mean more attention.  Income is OK and the magazine adverts are doing well as well as the healthy profits the last quiz night produced.  As the discretionary grants from BBC is still unknown at present the forthcoming year’s budget had to be based on the assumption that the PC would receive the expected amount as agreed for the five year period with BBC, of which this is the last year of the agreement.  The precept has been set at £23.00 based on a band D property as per the previous year, showing no change.


Cllr Bennett proposed, Cllr Henwood seconded and it was unanimously agreed all were in favour and the budget was signed off as a correct record which the Clerk will hold on file at the office.  

 

1394
COMMUNITY POLICE MEETING


No further updates.

1395 
COMMUNITY BUS



Nothing new to report

1396
BLACKMORE CENTRE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE


Cllr Henwood reported that all is going well but they are still looking for a Youth worker and to date, they have not been successful.  Cllr Henwood also mentioned she has provided them with an emergency pay as you go mobile telephone for the office as there is currently no landline service at the premises and it is available to anyone should there be an emergency at the hall.

1397
BLACKMORE SPORTS ARENA – (formerly MUGA)


Cllr Keeble reported that all was going well.  He mentioned there is some maintenance work required after the recent bad winter weather which he will look into and organise during milder weather.  

1398
RURAL HOUSING


The Clerk reported that Moira Groborz of RCCE’s Rural Housing Department had recently emailed the Clerk again asking if any suitable land had been identified and perhaps another exercise with the PC looking around the Parish with her for suitable sites should be revisited.  There is nothing in mind at present however. 

1399
MOBILE LIBRARY

The Clerk had passed the new timetable information to Terry Smith for inclusion in the Herald Magazine and she will display the same on the notice boards.

1400
BRENTWOOD BOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL ASSOCIATION


Nothing new to report at present

1401
 ROADWAY RENTS (for invoicing April 2011)

1402
BLACKMORE MILLENNIUM PARK - PROGRESS REPORT


Also recycling (Bring site) at Village Hall - (amalgamated Feb ‘10)


Cllr Keeble reported all going OK, no problems apart from the recent flooding due to the heavy rain we had.

PLANNING COMMITTEE


A meeting of the Planning Committee had taken place on 3rd January 2011 and the 
respective 
planning applications had been discussed and a response submitted to BBC.  However, copies 
of the committee meeting minutes 
were still pending and the Clerk would distribute once 
received from Cllr Watley.  Cllr Town will remind him.  The Clerk read out an email from Cllr 
Watley confirming his acceptance to act as Chairman of the Planning Committee.  His only 
concern is that of ‘Neighbourhood planning’ which is currently being discussed and had some 
reservations about this which the Clerk duly read out.   

1403
 PLANS


Pending minutes. 

1404
OUTSTANDING ENFORCEMENT ISSUES –


Cllr Henwood thought that all outstanding enforcements had been cleared but the Clerk will speak with BBC to confirm or give an update on the following items still held on the PC’s agenda:


Bluebell Farm - Spriggs Lane, Blackmore (mobile home)  


It was noted that enforcement issues remain outstanding.                    


Plot 3, Oak Tree farm, Chelmsford Road, Blackmore, CM4 0PZ – Still outstanding – Existing mobile home plus traveller’s encampment – this has gone to judicial review – pending outcome.



Land adjacent to Oak Fold, Hook End Rd, Hook End – This is subject to the Borough Solicitor being satisfied with evidence issues 


Kiln Farm, Mountnessing Rd, Blackmore – non-complying fence – outstanding 


Planning Committee would chase – updates required.


Lilliput, Chelmsford Rd, Blackmore – Hard standing on public Highway – updates required. 

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

A Meeting of the Environment Committee had taken place on 10th January 2011 and all items were in accordance with the committee meeting minutes distributed by the Parish Clerk prior to the meeting.  

1405
Drain Clearance and Road Sweeping

Mill Lane – Hook End Road gutters need sweeping.  Grass on Gunnells Corner needs cutting back as it has encroached the pavement.  Clerk to inform BBC.

1406
Village speed


Being monitored as still have speeding vehicles and lorries in the area regardless of the VAS 
signs.

1407
Allotments

Cllrs Roger Keeble and Andrew Watley will measure the field on Spriggs Lane to assess potential number of plots.              

1408
Ponds

Ryan to replace posts on Horsefayre green and round the pond green but not at the rear of the Bull Public House.  Ryan has asked does the PC require him to move them further in to stop the residents taking them out when they are reversing their cars etc.  Cllr Town and Ryan to meet to discuss at the location.  Sue has purchased a small twisted hazel tree from the garden centre for £12.49 and has passed to Ryan for planting asap. 

Cllr Town reported that with the recent high levels of rain there has been subsequent flooding of the drains and ditches which is causing dirty water filtering into our newly silted pond.  Clerk to ask Adrian Tidbury or Roger Hulse to look at drains and ditches in this area as it continually floods here.  Also the ditch at Twytes Farm, Blackmore Road. 


1409    Road signs

Blackmore Parish sign on Blackmore Road entering Hook End is still missing – could Clerk please remind BBC.  Also the sign on Gunnells Corner has been damaged, notify BBC.

1410
Blacksmith’s Alley 


Clerk has spoken with Adrian Tidbury, BBC and he will order a new replacement sign showing both names as requested as he feels this will look better than two separate signs.  If the PC wishes to contribute, it can.

 1411
Gunnells Corner – pavement (wheelchair access)

 Being monitored as BBC still declare no budget – delete from agenda at present.

1412
War Memorial


Ryan just to keep tidy – delete from agenda.

1413
Planters

Clerk to remind Matthews Nursery in March that summer planting required in May.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  Monday 7th February 2011 – 7.30pm – Crosse house, Blackmore

enw2oHenwood

HERALD MAGAZINE

1414
NEXT EDITION

Terry Smith reported all going well with no problems and the next deadline is 28th January.

RECREATION COMMITTEE

1415
A Meeting of the Recreation Committee had taken place on 11th January 2011, and all items 
were discussed and minutes distributed prior to the PC meeting.  


The Clerk also advised the meeting that she had received information from Kompan, a play equipment specialist.  They have just launched a new Playground Funding support service and work with community groups or Parish Councils in community fund raising.  They are working in partnership with specialist consultancy Support 4 Community Projects, to support community groups with successfully accessing available funding for play.  The Clerk downloaded the information and forms so should this be of future interest, please contact the Clerk for further information or assistance.

Ted Marriage Recreation Field


a)  Play area (A.6.10) - requires some digging out, Ryan looking at.




b)  Toy elephant in play area (A.10.10) -  Ryan is removing as beyond repair



c)   New bin required (A.1.11) – Ryan reported that a new bin is required as the old bin is 
destroyed beyond economical repair – Clerk has priced up a basic bin replacement at £65 (un-
hooded) – plus installation cost.  PC agreed to go ahead – Clerk to organise.




Mill  Lane Play Area

a) Notice Board  (B.12.09) – Awaiting installation by contractor – Clerk has chased but he has a back log as he has been in hospital and recovering.



b) Moles re-appeared  (A.2.10) – Being monitored

 

c) Matting under swings (C.7.10) – Ryan has quoted approximately £100 to lift and re-install the loose matting in question.  The PC agreed this should be undertaken.  Clerk to instruct Ryan to go ahead.

d) Swing seat/holes (C.6.10) -  Being monitored                              


Walter Hobbs Recreation Field


a)  Football pitches / Goal mouths (B.2.08/E.6.10) – Cllr Keeble has in hand.


b)  Notice boards  (F.6.10) – Some are dilapidated.  PC to ask Contractor to inspect and ask for 
replacements, including Millenium Field, Golf sign and brown sign and all signs on play areas 
as well as all notice boards.  


c)  Weed Growth  (A.11.10) – Fairly minimal in both pits.  Cllr Keeble will organise spraying 
in the Spring.


d)  Wood chip  (B.11.10) – Top-up needed in Spring in hexagonal swing area


e)  Goal posts  (C.11.10) – Ryan will paint them as soon as weather permits.


Date of Next Meeting: Tuesday 8th February 2011 – 7.00pm – Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.  

CLERK’S REPORT

1416
Photocopier (office):

The Clerk had written to Canon requesting the £752.00 refund they owed the PC be refunded 
back into the bank account as soon as possible. The Clerk continues to chase as this still has not been done to date.

The Clerk advised, that after monitoring photo copier useage for the past month, copies taken 
were within 1,000 copies per month (3,000 per quarter).  The Clerk read out the various 
quotations covering various machine options to suit the PC’s requirements and the PC agreed 
on the rental of the Toshiba e-studio 233 at a cost of £69.00 per month over a five year lease 
period.  This will cover all services and repairs as well as toner supply but not daily sundries such as paper and staples. The Clerk will organise installation of the above.

1417
Parish Skip Hire dates:

The Clerk had drafted the 2011 Parish skip dates for circulation after the PC’s approval.  The PC approved and requested the Clerk to organise with Heatherland Skip Hire accordingly.

1418
Parish Councillor Vacancy:


The Clerk updated the PC regarding the Cllr vacancy for the Blackmore ward.  She had passed 
the applicant’s details onto the Electoral Services officer at BBC and they provided a copy of 
the Notice of Vacancy which should be advertised on the Parish Notice boards for a period up 
to at least 11 February whereby BBC will contact us again to let us know whether there will be 
an election or whether the PC can fill the vacancy by co-option.  The Clerk has already posted 
this on the notice boards. 

1419
 COMMITTEE MEETINGS


Planning
TBC    
7.00pm
Crosse House, Blackmore


Recreation
8.2.11
7.00pm
Tipps Cross R Hall


Environment     
7.2.11
7.30pm
Crosse house, Blackmore


Tipps X Trustees
6.2.11
8.00pm
Tipps Cross R Hall


Parish Council -
17.2.11
6.30pm
Blackmore V Hall


(inc.Special meeting to discuss parish grant with BBC)

OTHER ITEMS

1420
Royal Wedding commemorative childrens street party quiz night – Cllr Henwood advised that there is to be a fund raising family quiz night on the evening of Saturday 19th March at Blackmore Village Hall to raise funds for the childrens street party which is to be held in Church Street (weather permitting) on  Friday 29th April.  If inclement weather, then it will be held in Blackmore Village Hall.   David Gottesman will be quiz master for the quiz evening and tickets will be priced at £8.50 including a ploughman’s supper.  Historically, it has been recorded that this is the 9th Royal Celebration the Parish has held.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS – (for discussion only)

1421
Cllr Bennett notified the meeting he will be away from Mon 31st January to Friday 4th february and therefore unavailable during this period. 

1422
Cllr Keeble advised that he had received the quotations for the bus garage repair work and the best quote is in the region of £3,300 plus VAT which was approved by the PC.  Cllr Keeble will organise this in the next month or so.

1423
Cllr Town asked if, in future, all PC monthly minutes could be typed as a double sided document to save paper.  The Clerk would implement this with the new photocopier.  

There being no further business, the Meeting closed at 9.50pm 



