MEETING OF THE BLACKMORE, HOOK END

& WYATTS  GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Thursday, 17th February 2011 in the Committee Room of Blackmore Village Hall.  

This commenced with a meeting at 6.30pm in the Committee Room at Blackmore Village Hall followed by  the usual meeting which the public could attend commencing at 7.30pm.  

Members present: Cllr Henwood (Chairman), Cllr Keeble (Vice Chairman), Cllr Bennett, Cllr Spiers, Cllr Thomas, Cllr Town,   Cllr Sue Wheeler, Cllr Andrew Watley, Cllr Vic Dean.  Mrs S Barnes (Parish Clerk) and Mrs R Nelson (Treasurer).

Apologies for absence were received from: Cllr Steven Wheeler and County Cllr Ann Naylor.

Also present: Terry Smith, Herald Magazine.

AMENDMENTS

The minutes were signed by Cllr Henwood as a correct record with the following amendment:

Item ‘open forum’ on page 1 – paragraph 3, line 1, should read ‘At this moment in time BBC are looking to work with just one Parish partner…….’

DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Nil

OPEN FORUM

Cllrs Tony Sleep and Adrian Tidbury, BBC attended the meeting commencing at 6.30pm to give further information on the localism bill which is currently going through Government.  Cllr Debbie Dicker is currently co-ordinating representations from all of the local Parish Councils and will relay this to Tony Sleep.  The Clerk had provided the relevant information to Debbie Dicker prior to the meeting.  BBC would like to reach a service level agreement with the Parish Councils and form a partnership agreement which will help shape future funding between both parties.  This will be a bespoke individual agreement based on the needs and requirements of each Parish Council and is intended to be fairer and consistent than is currently in place.  

The Localism bill is intended to give Parish Councils the new opportunity of working together with the Borough Council and have more of a say.  It will have a right to challenge and allows the PC to take more responsibility and not just be dictated to.  It may also rectify the current problem with double taxation.  Each individual PC should be paid for actual work it carries out instead of the current system of being paid out on a per capita basis and the Borough Council realises this needs to be looked at.

BBC will also be able to help with obtaining grants for community/recreation projects and several grants are readily available which would benefit both the Parish and the Borough Council’s ‘pot’.

It was suggested by Mr Sleep that the Parish Council put all information on how it wishes to progress and develop this opportunity and give a formal account of all services it does against what BBC currently does on the PC’s behalf.  This should be emailed to both Tony Sleep and Adrian Tidbury.  In the meantime Mr Sleep will email to the Clerk a copy of the Braintree System for reference.

The PC thanked them for their time and the meeting commenced with the following items of correspondence being read out by the Clerk:

CORRESPONDENCE

1424
The Clerk had received the RCCE Essex village of the year and Best kept village 2011 competition forms. These were passed to Cllr Town to look at.

1425
The Clerk read out the letter from ECC regarding the Highways Department and Transportation update.

1426
The Clerk advised she had received a questionnaire from Debby Dicker of Doddinghurst Parish Council which she and Cllr Bennett had completed and returned (as mentioned in the open forum section of the meeting).

1427
The Clerk had received an update regarding the new Queens Shopper bus service which she read out.  The start date is scheduled for 3rd May and it will consist of five journeys not three as originally stated. The service number given is 898.  The service will provide return journeys, Monday to Friday from Blackmore, Wyatts Green, Doddinghurst and Pilgrims Hatch to Brentwood Town Centre and then onto Romford Hospital and Town Centre.  The Clerk will advertise this information on the Parish notice boards once posters are received. 

1428
The Clerk had received an email from the Blackmore Scouts Group advising that they would be interested in helping out with any community projects we may have going towards awards of their pack’s badges. The Clerk will inform them of the annual Parish spring clean date of 2nd April as they said they would be very interested in lending a hand with this. 

1429
The Clerk had received notification of the mobile police station change of dates and a copy was given to Terry for advertising in the Herald magazine.  These will be advertised on the notice boards by the Clerk.  The dates are as follows:


Every other Monday as below 0900 – 1000 Blackmore Stores


                                                 1030 – 1130 Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall


Monday 7th March,  Monday 24th March,  Monday 4th April,  Monday 18th April


Monday 16th May.  There will be no mobile police station on Bank holidays.


The next Neighbourhood Action Panel meeting is on Thursday 24th March 2011 at 8pm at 
Doddinghurst Village Hall, Church Lane.  

1430
The Clerk had received an update on the Sustainable Communities Act and a copy given to all 
Councillors.

1431  
The Clerk had received a copy of an email from BBC regarding the future of Brentwood 
Strawberry Fair 2011.  Local business and/or organisations have the opportunity to take over the 
responsibility of the Fair for delivering this fund raising event and all proposals are to be put to 
Lisa Stroulger, BBC.

1432
The Clerk had received information from the EPFA regarding the Queen Elizabeth II Playing 
Fields Challenge.  This was passed over to Cllr Keeble.    

BOROUGH & COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORTS

1433
Cllr Keeble read out a letter from BBC regarding the localism bill and the bigger society.  
There are forthcoming consultations in the Spring to enable the BBC to prepare a Local 
Development Plan.   


Cllr Henwood reported that she will be attending the next hearing regarding the Lunnon’s 
composting site on 25th March and will be speaking on behalf of the Tipps Cross Ward 
opposing its continuation.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE

1434
FINANCE

The following cheques were approved for payment and signed:

£


Addressee


Description

-


S Barnes


Jan Salary

-


E.C.C



Clerks pension contributions

-


HM Revenue & Customs
Clerks Tax/NI contributions

-


R Nelson


Book keeping  

  75.00


Petty cash

  -
 

S Barnes


Reimbursement for credit card purchase 







of McAfee internet protection (yearly 








subscription)

 450.00


Blackmore Parochial Charities
Field Rent

196.50


Tipps Cross R Hall

Office rent (1/4)

157.50


Heatherland Ltd

Skip Hire

344.19


E-On Ltd


electricity for B/More Millennium Pk.

 76.21


A to Z Supplies


Office paper and stationery and files

 33.00


J Oddy & Sons


goods supplied to Ryan (as per receipt)

535.00


R Barker


Maintenance invoice 02/11

123.31


Alan’s DIY


Goods supplied to Ryan 

Receipts:

· The Clerk was in receipt of £3725.00 from Blackmore Village Hall covering : 


£1600.00 service charge for the Blackmore Sports Arena (6 months to 31 December 2010) and 
£2125.00 for the Blackmore Cricket Club and Football Club Recreation field rent for the year 
ending 41.3.2011.  All accounts and invoices are currently up to date with nothing outstanding. 


Payments:


Nothing to report

1435 
FINANCIAL POWERS


Mrs Nelson reported that all matters in accordance with the minutes distributed prior to the meeting.  She mentioned that whilst maintenance appeared quite high against the budget at present this was mainly doe to the fact that Ryan has been catching up on all outstanding items which had not been completed recently with the handover and the work required as flagged up by the recent risk inspection and risk assessment reports.  This should quieten down thereafter and resume with the usual grass cutting and trimming and general seasonal maintenance as expected. 

1436
COMMUNITY POLICE MEETING


The next meeting is scheduled for 24th March at 8pm at Doddinghurst Village Hall.

1437
COMMUNITY BUS



Cllr Keeble had received two quotations for repairs to the pavilion.  This was in accordance with the amount approved at last month’s PC meeting which the Clerk will hold on file until further notice. 

1438 
BLACKMORE CENTRE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE


Cllr Keeble reported that he is currently looking into getting the problems with drainage sorted out and Cllr Henwood reported that there is a problem with the stairs which they are looking at getting repaired also.  They will report back as a meeting is to be scheduled shortly.  

1439
BLACKMORE SPORTS ARENA – (formerly MUGA)


Nothing new to report other than Cllr Keeble advising that maintenance works are to be completed in the Spring.

1440
RURAL HOUSING


Nothing new to report.  Item can be deleted from agenda for now as there are no new sites identified at present.

1441
MOBILE LIBRARY

There are pending imminent cuts to the services.  The Clerk has advertised changes to the mobile library service on the notice boards and Terry Smith will include this information in the Herald magazine also.

1442
BRENTWOOD BOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL ASSOCIATION


Nothing new to report.

1443
 ROADWAY RENTS (2010)


Nothing new to report, all up to date - Clerk to re-invoice April 2010.

BLACKMORE MILLENNIUM PARK

1444
 PROGRESS REPORT


Nothing new to report.

PLANNING COMMITTEE

The Planning Committee met on the following days to discuss the plans submitted, as follows:

1445
 PLANS


Meeting held on 10th January 2011 – Plans discussed:  BRW/813/2010

                                                                                        BRW/824/2010 


Meeting held on 7th February 2011 – Plans discussed:  LB/BRW/1/2011


                                                                         BRW/43/2011


All was in accordance with the minutes distributed prior to the meeting.


Action: The Clerk was requested to write to the Planning Inspectorate stating the PC’s 
concerns relating to the appeal for property ‘Hitam Lagi, Nine Ashes Road, Blackmore, Essex’ 
– before the close date of 25th February 2011.  This is in support of the committee minutes of 
September 2010.  The Planning Committee objected to the single storey detached dwelling 
proposed, adjacent to the existing dwelling.  It was considered to be overdevelopment of the 
site and detrimental to the street scene.  The proposed development would form a mass on a 
plot which at the moment is an open area of green land.  It was considered the proposal to be 
aesthetically displeasing.  The committee also believed there to be a new ruling against 
properties being built within existing gardens.      


Cllr Henwood reported that the proposed signage plans for the Co-op at Blackmore had 
recently been approved.  The sign at the shop front will be illuminated from underneath and not 
behind and will only be on when the shop is open.    

1446
OUTSTANDING ENFORCEMENT ISSUES


Bluebell Farm - Spriggs Lane, Blackmore (mobile home)  


Plot 3, Oak Tree farm, Chelmsford Road, Blackmore, CM4 0PZ 


Land adjacent to Oak Fold, Hook End Rd, Hook End 


Kiln Farm, Mountnessing Rd, Blackmore 


Cllr Watley will ask BBC for an update on the above items as have not heard back in some time

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

A Meeting of the Environment Committee had not taken place on 7th February 2011 at 7.30pm at Crosse House, Blackmore. All was in accordance with the committee minutes distributed prior to the PC meeting.

1447
Drain Clearance and Road Sweeping

Being monitored

1448
Village speed

3 out of the 4 VAS signs not working and the Clerk is to report to BBC.  The committee also asked if speed checks could be carried out sometime in the near future but resources are stretched

1449
Allotments

Cllrs Roger Keeble and Andrew Watley walked around the field to take measurements at the site on Red Rose Lane on 13th February.  They will now be looking at the size plots estimated for the site and report back.  

1450
Ponds & posts by pond

Cllr Town met with Ryan Barker to discuss the reinstatement of the posts on Horsefayre Green and  around the pond.  Posts to the rear of the Bull Public house are to remain.  Ryan has this work in hand.

1451
Road signs


It was reported that the Red Rose Lane sign now in place.

1452
Blacksmith’s Alley – poor condition


Still pending the arrival of the new sign as ordered with Adrian Tidbury by the Parish Clerk.

1453
Gunnells Corner – pavement (wheelchair access)

 
The Clerk has already asked BBC to consider this item for the forthcoming budget

1454
Planters


Cllr Town is speaking with Matthews Plants regarding the May planting and also for a suitable tree for the pond island as well as better planting for the village roundabout (island).   


Other items


Cllr Town advised that the date for the Parish Spring Clean has been set for 2nd April 


DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  Monday 7th March 2011 – 7.30pm – Crosse house, Blackmore


enw2oHenwood

HERALD MAGAZINE

1455
NEXT EDITION

Terry Smith reported that the deadline for the next edition is 29th April and all is going well. 

RECREATION COMMITTEE

1456
A Meeting of the Recreation Committee had taken place on 8th February 2011 at 7.00pm at 
Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.  All was in accordance with the minutes distributed prior to 
the Parish Council meeting.


Ted Marriage Recreation Field

a)  Play area – requires some digging out – Ryan will be filling in and re-turfing area under the swings shortly.  His estimate for rubber matting under the swings and slide is approximately £500 plus labour.  Cllrs Ken Bennett and Vic dean will inspect the site and report back to full Council.

b)  Play bark under swings – Will need topping up in the Spring.

c)  Trim Trail – Ryan reports that the stepping stones on the trim trail and the support in the chain walk need replacing.  Cllrs Ken Bennett and Vic Dean to inspect and report back.

d)  Play area fence and slide – Ryan reports that one side of the fence needs new chain link fencing and new rails and the slide needs new boards.  Cllrs Ken Bennett and Vic Dean to inspect and report back.

e)  Trees at boundary of playing field and Miss Wiggins garden – The Clerk had been in correspondence with Miss Wiggins and BBC regarding her complaint that the trees on the boundary were overhanging her garden and needed some attention and trimming as has been done over the last few years.  BBC say that this is not their responsibility but that of the Parish Council.  The Clerk was requested to instruct ‘A cut above’ and John Sharpe of ‘Town and Country Landscapes’ to quote for the work in question. 
 





Mill Lane Play area


a)  Notice Board – New notice board to be erected by contractor shortly 


b)  Moles – field being monitored for holes


c)  Swing seat and holes – being monitored


d)  Matting under swings – Ryan has in hand


e)  Fence – Ryan reports that the fence needs 7 new posts which he would replace with 
softwood as much cheaper than oak.  Ken Bennett and Sue Wheeler will inspect and report 
back.


f)  Slide – Ryan reports that the slide needs new boards under it as they are showing rot.  Ken 
Bennett and Sue Wheeler to inspect and report back.


Walter Hobbs Recreation Field


a)  Football pitches P.L.T./Goal mouths – Cllr Keeble has in hand


b)  Notice boards – Clerk obtaining quotes for replacement notice boards and recreation signs 
from contractor.


c)  Weed growth – Cllr Keeble has in hand will organise spraying in the Spring.


d)  Wood chip – Top up needed in Spring in hexagonal swing area.


e) Goal posts – Ryan will paint them as soon as weather permits


Other Business


It has been reported by Ryan that new bins are required as follows:


1 at Ted Marriage (new top required, Clerk advised you cannot just buy a lid so the whole bin 
must be purchased)  - Clerk has ordered this new bin with Glasdons as previously approved.


1 at the bus stop opposite Horsefayre Green in Blackmore


1 at the top of the Millennium Park.


Action:  Councillors to inspect and report back.


Date of Next Meeting: Tuesday 8th March 2011 – 7.00pm – Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.

CLERK’S REPORT

1457      The Clerk reported that the new Toshiba photocopier had been installed at the office.  However the Clerk continues to chase Canon for the refund against the PC’s account for the old photocopier.  She has been told a transfer is imminent and continues to chase.  If Mrs Nelson could alert her if this is received she would be grateful.

1458  
The Clerk updated the Council that the Parish Councillor vacancy had been duly advertised on the notice boards and the deadline for applications or objections was 11th February.  Once the Clerk hears from BBC to advise co-option can take place she will contact Ms Kathleen Frost.

1459
The Clerk had been asked to look into the Clerk’s CILCA qualification and what this would entail and mean to the PC.  A copy of this information was supplied to all Councillors but it was agreed that this is something to consider in the future but not at this moment in time.  To be reviewed.

1460
 COMMITTEE MEETINGS


Planning
7.3.11    
7.30pm
Anvil House, Blacksmiths Alley, Blackmore


Recreation
8.3.11
7.00pm
Tipps Cross R Hall


Environment
7.3.11
7.30pm
Crosse house


Millennium Park
tbc
8.00pm
Blackmore V Hall


Tipps X Mgmnt
8.3.11
8.00pm
Tipps Cross R Hall


Parish Council 
17.3.11
7.30pm    
Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall


Community Police
24.3.11
8.00pm
Doddinghurst Village Hall


OTHER ITEMS

1461   
Royal Wedding Street Party


Cllr Henwood reminded everyone of the fund raising quiz supper on Saturday 19th March at 
Blackmore village hall and tickets are available at £8.50.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS – (for discussion only)

1462
The Clerk was asked to write to Cllr Albert Pardoe and remind him that if he cannot attend any Parish Council meetings he must contact the Clerk and give his apologies as it was noted he had not attended several meetings and had given no apologies.  

1463
Cllr Town wished to have noted that she had noticed that more music events are being held at Exchange House, Blackmore and she is concerned about the question of safety in the event of a fire for example, there is no proper fire escape.

There being no further business, the Meeting closed at  9.30 p.m.



