MEETING OF THE BLACKMORE, HOOK END

& WYATTS  GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Thursday, 15th March 2018 in the committee room of Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.
Commenced at 7.30pm.

Members present:  Cllr McCarthy (Chairman), Cllr Keeble (Vice Chairman), Cllr Mason, Cllr Dean, Cllr Bennett, Cllr Lockhart, Cllr Cannon, Cllr Gearey, Cllr Lennon and Cllr G Town.  Susan Clapham (Parish Clerk).
Also present: Herald Magazine Editor, Terry Smith. 
0626 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Cllr Watley, Cllr Thomas, Mrs Nelson (RFO), County Cllr Lesley Wagland and Borough Cllr Aimi Middlehurst.
0627
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The February minutes were approved without amendment.
0628
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

None.
0629    OPEN FORUM 

Two members of the public were present.  No representations were made.

 0630
PROGRESS CHECK 
nil
0631
CORRESPONDENCE


The Clerk reported on the following items:
· The Clerk was in receipt of Cllr James Hughes resignation notice dated 26.2.18. Due to Cllr Hughes work and family commitments he was no longer able to dedicate the time to the PC.  The members thanked him for his services and time given and wished him all the best in his future endeavours and James then left the meeting.
· BBC NAT’s next visiting the Parish Monday 25th to Friday 29th June – List of jobs to be passed to Cllr Keeble.
· The RCCE Village of the Year Competition 2018 – deadline 4th May.  Clerk to provide a copy of last year’s entry letter to Cllr Cannon and the POS Committee for updating. The Clerk will then submit it with the RCCE.

· The EPFA Best Kept Playing Fields competition 2018 – deadline 15th April. Clerk to submit the usual entries for all areas.

· The Clerk received information from a company offering tracked door to door leaflets/newsletters. The Clerk will hold this on file for future use.


BOROUGH & COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORTS

0632
Cllr Keeble reported the following:
· That BBC has now formed a wholly owned company.

· That BBC has joined a new grouping of councils, including Southend and Basildon.   Cllr McCarthy expressed his concerns at this new grouping since it was very biased towards the east side of the borough.

Cllr Wagland reported and advised:  
· That she has arranged a meeting with Phil Drane on Planning issues.   
· That she is finally able to confirm that permission has been given verbally for the Finger Post Project.   She confirmed that the Parish Council does not need a licence to undertake this work because the posts are being repaired and refurbished, not replaced.   Cllr Mason will progress this with the Clerk on her return from holiday and Cllr Wagland will email the relevant document to the Clerk.
· That it is not until the next stage in the planning process (Reg 19), that ECC will review the need for extra school places.

· Following ECC’s budget approvals, she would be submitting the Parishes’ requests for repairs to potholes and footpaths.
· That under safe-guarding guidelines, any instances of drug dealing or usage in the Parish must be reported to the Police and they will be actioned.   The Parish Clerk will be asked to provide details of recent instances at Mill Lane play area to Cllr Wagland together with any relevant history.   Cllr Wagland will ensure that these are investigated.    

She recommended that the Parish Council might like to reconsider the wording in the objection document regarding new dwellings in Mountnessing and Ingatestone;   however it was felt that as this document was the Parish Council’s objection to the wording in the LDP which states that there are no new dwellings scheduled for Mountnessing, the wording should stand. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE

0614
FINANCE 

ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT – The Clerk presented the following payment schedule. Cheques were circulated for signing.
   
CHEQUES:

   
£

Addressee


Description
   
60.00

M A Southgate


Grass cutting – Blackmore sports fields

45.00

EALC



Planning training course for Cllr T Lockhart


114.61

PFL Electrical Limited

Fitting of defibrillator at Blackmore Village Hall
complex

Direct bank transfer payments via Unity Trust:

S Clapham (wages) £-
HMR&C £-
Essex Pension Fund £-
Mrs R Nelson £-

      
It was RESOLVED that:

(i) The statutory basis for this item be noted as the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2015;

(ii) The List of Payments is approved as presented in the schedule.

Receipts: Nil
0615    FINANCIAL REPORTS:  Financial Reports to 31st January 2018

Reports were distributed prior to the meeting.  All was in accordance with the reports with no amendments or queries.    The meeting approved Mrs Nelson’s suggestion that Mr T Smith be included on the distribution of monthly figures.

It was RESOLVED that:

(i)
The statutory basis for this item be noted as the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2015; and,

(ii)       The December 2017 Financial Report be noted with no other action necessary.
0615
FINANCIAL POWERS 

In accordance with audit requirements, Mrs Nelson explained that the Council has to review Standing Orders and Financial Regulations annually, to confirm that they continue to meet the needs of the Council.   The Council also needs to appoint the Internal Auditor for the year 2017/18.   


Accordingly,

· The full Standing Orders for Local Councils, as adopted in July 2016 and the condensed Standing Orders used as a reference guide at meetings, as adopted 2004 and updated in 2007, were reviewed by the Council.      Cllr Lockhart proposed, Cllr Lennon seconded and it was unanimously agreed that these are approved without amendment.

· The Financial Regulations for Blackmore, Hook End and Wyatts Green Parish Council, as adopted by the Council in 2011 and updated in 2106 were reviewed by the Council.    These detail the methods by which the Council’s financial matters are administered and regulated.    Cllr Mason proposed, Cllr Lennon seconded and it was unanimously agreed that these are approved without amendment.

· The Treasurer and Cllr. Bennett reported on the quality of service provided by the Internal Auditor, Mr Trevor Brown CPFA.  The Council reviewed the effectiveness of the Internal Auditor and Cllr Keeble proposed, Cllr Lennon seconded and it was unanimously agreed that he be reappointed as auditor for the financial year 2017/18.

0616
MAGAZINE COMMITTEE

Terry Smith advised all was going OK although the March issue had been delayed due to illness. 


It was confirmed that the last advertisement price increase was in September 2014.   The Council considered an increase in prices and following some discussion, Cllr Hughes proposed, Cllr Lockhart seconded and it was agreed by majority vote that the prices should be increased as follows:-

Half page advertisement
Increased from £18 to £20


Full page advertisement
Increased from £36 to £38


The inside covers and back page will remain unchanged at £47 and £50 respectively.


PLANNING COMMITTEE

0617
 PLANS

The planning committee reports and meeting minutes had been circulated prior to the meeting. 


Cllr Lockhart reported that three applications had been reviewed as follows.   

18/00062/FUL – 4 Kiln Field, Hook End – No objections.

18/00009/TPO – Ray Place Farm, Swallows Cross – reduce the crowns of 2 trees – No objections.

18/00026/FUL – Soller, The Green, Blackmore – Part conversion of garage into utility room, balcony & additional windows & doors – No objections.


As discussed at the last Parish Council meeting, Cllr Lockhart had sent a letter to BBC regarding Empty Dwelling Management Orders; copies were circulated to all Councillors.


Cllr Keeble had written to BBC’s Enforcement Officer regarding 26 Meadow Rise;  the officer will investigate.

The next meeting will be held on 20th February at 5.45pm at Blackmore Village Hall.   Cllr Mason tendered his apologies for absence. 
0618
OUTSTANDING ENFORCEMENT ISSUES 
 
No new updates received from BBC.  

0619 
PARKS AND OPENS SPACES COMMITTEE

There was a meeting of the Committee on 5th February 2018 and copies of the minutes were distributed prior to the meeting.  

The Council received and accepted the Committee meeting minutes.   The following items were discussed, as reported by Cllr Mason : 
· There is a “Master Plan” for refurbishment of the Parish finger posts;   the choice of material and contractor to undertake the job have still to be decided.   It was noted that complete refurbishment of a 4-finger post would cost just under £1,000. The Clerk is requested to progress receipt of the grant on her return from holiday.

Action:  Parish Clerk
· The Council has been made aware of its responsibility regarding tree stocks in the Parish.   A survey by Councillors is about half-way through.   The Clerk is checking to ensure that no Parish land is overlooked.   Once the report has been completed, it is hoped that the appointment of a tree consultant/specialist (and associated costs) can be avoided.  To date, three trees have been identified as requiring arboreal work, one on Walter Hobbs and two on the main village green. 







Action:  Parish Clerk  
· Quotations from MDL to clear and re-grass the former Hexagonal swing area have been received.   The higher, at £1,000, includes clearing the site and laying turf.   The lower, at £600, is for seeding rather than turf.  Cllr Mason proposed, Cllr Lennon seconded and it was unanimously agreed to accept the lower quote.  The Clerk is asked to progress this.








Action:  Parish Clerk
· Church commemorative plaque – Cllrs McCarthy and Mason will be visiting Blackmore Church to gain suitable design ideas.
· It was agreed that any consultation regarding a possible change of use of the Mill Lane Play Area will be postponed until after the BBC LDP consultation has elapsed.

· A quotation in the sum of £300 had been received from Total Landscapes for repair of the external fence, adjoining the pavement.    Cllr Lennon proposed, Cllr Bennett seconded and it was unanimously agreed to accept this quote.   The Clerk is asked to progress this.  








Action:  Parish Clerk
· Following the tree cutting to the side of Blackmore Village Hall, it has been decided to see how the land settles before considering any further action.

· The quality of the concrete base under the bin beside Barney’s Store at BVH was criticised;  Total Landscapes had charged £125 for this work and the Clerk is asked to review with Cllr Keeble. 






Action:  Parish Clerk
· Cllr Keeble indicated that the Sports and Social Club might be prepared to extend the existing overflow car park at its own cost.   

0619

Parish Firework event 2018

There has been no progress in finding a new Fireworks Co-ordinator; the problem will be reviewed at the March Parish Council meeting.
CLERK’S REPORT
0620
The Clerk is currently away on annual leave. 
0621
Meeting dates:

Planning
20 Feb 18 - 5.45 pm
Blackmore Village Hall  




(Apologies: Cllr Mason)


Parks & Open Spaces 
5 Mar 18 - 6.30 pm        
Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall

Parish Council
15 Mar 18 – 7.30pm             
Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall 



                                            (Apologies: Cllr Wagland, Mrs Nelson)   


INFORMATION EXCHANGE / NEXT AGENDA ITEMS – (for discussion only) 
0622
Cllr Mason recommended that an “Action Committee” be formed to undertake some Parish jobs, using volunteers wherever possible.    All Councillors are requested to make a list of suitable jobs for further discussion.

0623
Cllr Hughes questioned whether information about the LDP would be displayed on Parish notice boards and reported that these contained out-of-date notices.  He further felt that the notice boards should contain more Community information than at present.    In the event that assistance was required in designing/printing posters etc., he had a contact in the Blackmore Players who may be able to help.  The notice boards will be reviewed with the Clerk on her return from holiday.
Action:   Parish Clerk 
0624
Cllr Town requested that the Council purchase a new Union flag as the existing ones were now looking very poor.   With the forthcoming Royal Wedding and any ceremony regarding the installation of the airmen’s plaque at the church, it was unanimously agreed that a replacement Union flag and a new Stars & Stripes flag be purchased.     
Action:  Parish Clerk
0625
Cllr Keeble reported that:-

· The Half Marathon race will again be coming through the Parish on Sunday 18th March.   
· Only 2.5 days work will be provided by the NATS team this spring.
· He has been offered a large marquee for use at Parish and local events.   Whilst this offer was appreciated, it was declined.
· The POS meeting had highlighted some unsightly bags outside the house near the main pond.   He will liaise with the property owner regarding their removal.
·  He suggested using the two planters outside the old Post Office as herb gardens;  this will be further discussed at the next POS meeting.
END:
There being no further business, the Meeting was closed by the Chairman at 9.25 pm
Signed (Chairman):___________________________________   Date: __________________________ 
1

