MEETING OF THE BLACKMORE, HOOK END

& WYATTS  GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Thursday, 18th February 2016 in the committee room of Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.  
Commenced at 7.30pm.    
Members present:  Cllr Keeble (Acting Chair), Cllr Bennett, Cllr McCarthy, Cllr Hall, Cllr Mason, Cllr Lennon,  Cllr Spiers, Cllr Lockhart and Cllr Frost.  Susan Barnes (Parish Clerk) and Rosemarie Nelson (RFO) present. Also present: Terry Smith (Herald magazine editor).
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from:  County Cllr Ann Naylor, Councillors Watley, Town, and Dean.
AMENDMENTS TO MINUTES
The January 2016 minutes were signed as a correct record with nil amendments. 
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Nil.
OPEN FORUM 
Cllr Keeble welcomed the three public attendees and asked if there were any particular topics they wished to discuss. Updates were sought on the LDP progress.  Cllr Keeble advised that the LDP had been extended to cover a period up to 20 years, 2013-2033 and not 2015-2030.  The consultation was open until 23rd March and there were nine BBC LDP events being ran for the public to attend at various halls around the Borough.  The closest being at Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall on Wednesday 2.3.16 – 6-8pm. Members of the public were encouraged to attend one of these events which would be lead by Phil Drane, BBC.  It was also imperative that the public take part in the consultation process by completing the BBC questionnaire form available online or the BBC offices.  The possibility of a leaflet drop was discussed and it was agreed that the PC would organise this and promote the BBC events, encouraging participation in the consultation.  Cllr Keeble would also look into the availability of Blackmore village hall for an additional open meeting.  Cllr Keeble will also enquire with Phil Drane if he would be available to attend.

A resident raised the subject of the wording in section 9.58 (page142) of the LDP document relating to the Green Belt, which read as: ‘The following settlements are excluded from the Green Belt as identified on the Proposals Map: Blackmore, Brentwood, Doddinghurst, Herongate, Hook End, Hutton Mount, Ingatestone, Ingrave, Kelvedon Hatch, Mountnessing, Pilgrims Hatch, Shenfield, Stondon Massey, West Horndon and Wyatts Green.’
The Clerk would email Phil Drane, BBC enquiring about this terminology and report at the next meeting.  
PROGRESS CHECK
To receive reports or updates on items or visits made since the previous ordinary Council meeting or Committee meetings. Nil items.
CORRESPONDENCE

The Clerk reported on correspondence received at the Parish Office since the last Ordinary meeting and subsequent committee meetings as follows:
3649     The Clerk handed to all members a copy of the ECC bus passenger transport news for information purposes.  Terry Smith advised that Brentwood Community Transport will run a service replacing the 898 bus for a 3 month trial period.  It will take passengers to Sainsbury’s, Brentwood and the Community Hospital. Times to be scheduled. On 31st March the 398 service to Queens Hospital will cease. 
3650   The Clerk handed to all members a letter from BBC pertaining to the forthcoming elections on 5th May 2016.     


BOROUGH & COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORTS
3651
Nothing to report.


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES
POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE
3652
FINANCE 

ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT – The Clerk presented the following payment schedules and cheques requiring three Member signatures:

£

Addressee


Description
 -

Essex Pension fund

Feb. pension contribution

  
 -

H M R & C


Feb. – NIC/TAX contributions

       
 -

Mrs R Nelson


Feb. – Book Keeping / RFO fees

    75.00
Petty Cash


Feb.

2000.00
Unity Trust PC A/C:20343161
Feb. direct debits/online payments

 256.14
S Barnes


Reimbursement for purchase of TXR Hall bench


   92.93

A-Z Supplies


inv. 6224516-042

              222.00

Town & Country

inv. 931 – Env.Comm.

    
 243.00

K Stanbridge


bus shelters – Feb invoice


 225.00

TXR Hall


office rent ¼

Payments made by Bacs transfer: Clerk’s February salary.

      
 It was RESOLVED that:

(i) The statutory basis for this item be noted as the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2011;

(ii) The List of Payments is approved as presented in the schedule.


Receipts: Nil
Grant Payments: Nil.   
            FINANCIAL REPORTS:  Financial Reports to 31st January 2016
In accordance with the reports distributed prior to the meeting, Mrs Nelson reported on the figures and answered any queries.  It had been a quiet month. The Blackmore village hall cricket and football rents had been paid and banked.  Cllr Keeble advised that the invoice relating to the Bull public house and contribution towards legal fees had been incorrectly invoiced to the PC.  The PC was originally quoted £800 via Cllr Keeble but this was actually incorrect and was £1300.  However, the Bull Fighting fund as contributed by local residents had covered half and the PC would be contributing the remaining half.  This was accepted, pending receipt of invoice.

It was RESOLVED that:

(i) the statutory basis for this item be noted as the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2011; and,

(ii)       The Financial Reports be noted with no other action necessary with the following exception:

(iii)      A review of maintenance services and costs was still being reviewed for future budgeting.

Stop the M12 committee/association – fees to be refunded – £1595.50. Pending payment.
3653
FINACIAL POWERS
Business Bond renewal Approval 2016/17

Mrs Nelson informed the meeting that the business bond was due for renewal.  She advised that the last interest rate given was at 1.10% and the new one would be at 0.75% and asked if renewal would be required.  It was proposed by Cllr Mason, Seconded by Cllr Hall and unanimously agreed that £30,000 would be placed on bond with Santander as outlined.  Mrs Nelson would action.

3654
Roadway Rents 2015

Up to date.  To be re-invoiced in April.

3655
COMMUNITY POLICE MEETING and POLICE MATTERS

No updates at present.
3656
COMMUNITY BUS



The Clerk advised that the works to the bus had been carried on 29.1.16 as reported last month. The repair costs were £1028.69 including VAT.
3657
BLACKMORE CENTRE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE


No updates.
3658
BLACKMORE SPORTS ARENA – (formerly MUGA)

Nothing new to report. All going okay
3659
MOBILE LIBRARY
Cllr Frost and Terry Smith gave an update. The Harlow service is only a back up option to the usual Chelmsford No.2 service which visits Blackmore. 
3660
BRENTWOOD BOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL ASSOCIATION

  Meeting scheduled for 2nd March 2016. The clerk will be attending.
3661      BLACKMORE RECYCLING AREA – fencing and revised pathway ideas 


In hand with ECC.  Likely to go ahead, pending decision.
3662
MAGAZINE COMMITTEE

Terry Smith advised that the magazine is being collected Friday 19th, ready for distribution.

PLANNING COMMITTEE
3663
 PLANS

In accordance with the planning committee reports distributed prior to the meeting, the following meetings had taken place to discuss the planning applications received:

19/1/16 – 15/01461/FUL – No objections raised.

                15/01643/FUL – No objections raised.

                               15/01649/FUL – No objections raised.

 
                15/01663/TPO – No objections subject to Alan Marsh’s (BBC) approval


                15/01662/TPO – As above


                15/01593/TPO – As above  

8/2/16 – 15/00075/FUL – No objections raised, one query raised with BBC.

It was resolved that the Parish Council approve the above planning committee minutes. 

Cllr Keeble advised that the application to convert the squash court to a community shop had been approved by BBC.

3664
OUTSTANDING ENFORCEMENT ISSUES 
 
All in accordance with the planning committee minutes distributed prior to the meeting which are being dealt with by BBC.
 ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE


There was a meeting of the Environment Committee on 15.2.16. 
· The Council received and accepted the Committee meeting minutes and the following items of business discussed.  Cllr Lennon gave a report in Cllr Town’s absence.
3665
General quote requests
Committee would like to also receive quotes from Kevin on all items in addition to the two new companies.
3666
Chelmsford Road island (bus turnaround)
Committee would like a meeting with an ECC representative to discuss bollards and/or planters for the junction island (bus turning point). 
3667
Faulty Christmas Lights, Horsefayre Green, Blackmore  

A letter in response from the contractor had been received. Cllr Mason and the Clerk gave a summary and were instructed to respond accepting the offer from the supplier who had waived all repair charges up to date, totalling £750-£800.  The PC would however reiterate that it was not happy that the lights had become faulty in only their second year since installation.  Cllr Mason and the Clerk to action.  Cllr Mason will also contact Piggotts regarding the new lights on Kiln Field to enquire how these are best looked after.  Cllr’s Mason and Keeble advised that the builders had inadvertently pulled down some old Xmas light cabling during the refurbishment of the Leather Bottle pub but it was felt these were the old cables.  Piggotts would be asked to inspect when they next visit.  The cables had been tied up to make them safe for now.
3668
Finger posts/signs – require cleaning or replacing

Committee asked if the NAT’s could take care of this.  Cllr Keeble advised that this was Highways and not BBC’s responsibility.  He suggested that perhaps the Highway Rangers (ECC) could handle this and it might be a good idea if the committee undertook an audit of the parish signs.
3669
The new posts on the Green – reflectors to be added to the posts at the turning point near the pond

Some reflectors are missing already as had been hit by cars turning.
3670
Parish Spring Clean

Committee asked if NAT’s could clear hedgerows/litter pick along Mountnessing Lane and Wyatts Green Road (opposite Sewage Farm).
ALLOTMENT COMMITTEE

3671
All going well and in hand with the committee. No new updates.
RECREATION COMMITTEE

There was a committee meeting held on 12.1.16 and the minutes were circulated prior to the meeting.  

· The Council received and accepted the Committee meeting minutes and the following items of business discussed.
3672
Ted Marriage Field
In accordance with the committee meeting minutes. 
3673
Mill Lane Play Area
In accordance with the committee meeting minutes.
3674
Walter Hobbs Recreation Field and Play Area
In accordance with the committee meeting minutes. 
3675
Review of Parish maintenance, procedures and procurement of services -forms
Quotes are being sought from two other local contractors in addition to Kevin
3676
Outdoor Gym Equipment 
Cllr McCarthy advised that the two gym installations should be on site in approximately 8 weeks.
 
3677
Blackmore Millennium Park
· The PC was presented with a letter via Cllr Keeble regarding the hire of the field for a wedding reception party on Saturday 14th May 2016.  The applicants, who are residents of Blackmore, wished to erect a three hat tipi for their rustic theme and in keeping with the feel of the village and supplied a picture of this.  It was proposed by Cllr McCarthy, seconded by Cllr Spiers and agreed that permission be granted subject to the usual rules, such as reinstatement of the ground if any damage etc, and the charge be set at £250.00 as they are local residents. The Clerk would write to the applicant confirming permission.   

· The Blackmore music festival had requested permission to use the field as an overflow car park for the 9th July festival.  This was agreed and the Clerk will write to confirm in the usual way.
3678
GRASS CUTTING CONTRACTS – ALL AREAS WITHIN THE PARISH
Action required: The Environment Committee to submit its casual grass cutting and strimming requirements to enable the Clerk to obtain a quotation from MDL before the cutting season commences.

This was in light of the recent invoice received by the Clerk from Town & Country Landscapes for works ordered by the environment committee which covered cutting and strimming service lane and back ditch.  The Clerk had enquired if this work should also be given to MDL for quoting purposes. Committee to confirm along with the frequency required.
3679    CLERK’S REPORT
Nothing new to report.
3680
 COMMITTEE MEETINGS


Planning
 TBA
5.00pm
Anvil House, Blackmore


Environment
  7.3.16
7.30 pm
Crosse House, Blackmore

Recreation 
  8.3.16
7.00pm
Tipps X Remembrance Hall


Parish Council
 17.3.16
7.30 pm
Tipps X Remembrance Hall 
3681
Brentwood Borough Council – Local Development Plan Consultation 

·  
As covered above – open forum.  Consultation runs for 6 weeks and ends on 23rd March 2016.  

3682
Superfast Essex, broadband 


No ECC updates provided  
3683
The future of Blackmore Post Office

Pending updates,
3684
Blackmore Community Shop

BBC approval granted to convert squash court.
3685
Defibrillators   

In hand with the Clerk – a further application to be submitted with the British Heart Foundation for grant funding.  Pending date for applications to be submitted.
INFORMATION EXCHANGE / NEXT AGENDA ITEMS – (for discussion only)   

3686
Cllr Frost reported that the white line markings at the island roundabout entering Blackmore village had been eroded.  There was a near accident between two drivers over right of way recently and the Clerk was asked to add this item to Ann Naylor’s list for inspection by ECC.
3687
Cllr McCarthy reported that someone had recently cleared Hay Green Lane of litter and debris and the PC was very grateful to whoever carried out this work. 
3688
Cllr Hall advised that due to receipt of a grant from the Essex Community Foundation of £1500 and a £750 grant from the PC, the refurbishment of the disabled toilet at Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall had been completed.  He wished to thank the PC on behalf of the Trustees Committee. 
3689
Cllr Keeble confirmed that the street light on the Green, Blackmore had been repaired and had passed the invoice for £58 to the Clerk for payment.

END:
There being no further business, the Meeting was closed by the Chairman at 9.30 pm
Signed (Chairman):___________________________________   Date: __________________________ 
1

