MEETING OF THE BLACKMORE, HOOK END

& WYATTS  GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Thursday, 17th December 2015 in the committee room of Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.  
Commenced at 7.30pm.    
Members present:  Cllr Watley (Chairman), Cllr Keeble (Vice Chairman), Cllr Bennett, Cllr McCarthy, Cllr Hall, Cllr Mason, Cllr Lennon, Cllr Town, Cllr Frost, Cllr Spiers and Cllr Lockhart.   Susan Barnes (Parish Clerk) and Rosemarie Nelson (Responsible Financial Officer - RFO) present. Also present: County Cllr Ann Naylor and Terry Smith (Herald magazine editor).
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from:  Councillor Dean.
AMENDMENTS TO MINUTES
The November 2015 minutes were signed as a correct record after the draft amendments were noted.
· Page 3) Financial Reports – should read ‘….Cllr Bennett noted that the recreation costs were considerably higher for the past seven months….’ And not budget as stated.

· Page 5) 3553 – Christmas lights, Kiln Field – Should read ‘The Clerk advised that Piggots had installed the new lights….’ And not would be installing as typed.

The minutes would be corrected before online submission. 
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Nil.
OPEN FORUM 
Cllr Watley welcomed the two public attendees and asked if there were any particular topics they wished to discuss. No items were brought forward.
PROGRESS CHECK
To receive reports or updates on items or visits made since the previous ordinary Council meeting or Committee meetings. There were no items.
CORRESPONDENCE

The Clerk reported that all correspondence received at the Parish Office since the last Ordinary meeting and subsequent committee meetings had been dealt with prior to the meeting and there was nothing to be brought forward.
BOROUGH & COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORTS
3572
County Cllr Ann Naylor stated that due to further Government cuts to Councils it would unfortunately  have a knock on effect across the sectors.  Services had been stripped to very low levels and unless Parish Councils increased the annual precept there would be items which it couldn’t afford which it may have been able to in the past.

Borough Cllr Roger Keeble advised that the Blackmore Community Group had successfully registered the Bull Public House, Church Street with BBC as a Community Asset.  The group has a further 6 weeks in which to place a bid to purchase it and for the next 6 months the owner cannot sell the property.


Cllr Keeble also advised that Ashley Culverwell, BBC had recently been made redundant.  

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE
3573
FINANCE 

ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT – The Clerk presented the following payment schedules and cheques requiring three Member signatures:

£

Addressee


Description
54.60

Join IT



Inv. 37345 photo copier final meter reading on old copier

    
25.90

R Keeble


Fireworks expenses (receipts provided)

    
  28.52

Join IT



Inv.37546 photocopier

    
  97.88

Affinity water


water supply to B/More playing field

    
  19.24

Affinity water


water supply to war memorial

  
167.00

SLCC



Annual Membership fees

3164.0

Piggotts Co. Ltd

Inv. SIN151214PI-59138 – install.xmas lights Kiln field

  
217.36

Glasdon UK Ltd

Inv.699164 – lockable bollard – The Green

      
    3.30

Mr E Hall


Reimbursables – Essex Records Office photocopying

  
381.25

Mr T Smith


Herald magazine editorial fees

    
  95.89

Mr T Smith


Herald – reimbursable expenses – as Receipts

  
-

Mrs R Nelson


Dec – Book Keeping / RFO fees

    
  75.00

Petty cash


Dec withdrawal

  
-

Essex Pension fund

Dec pension contribution

  
-

H M R & C


Dec – NIC/TAX contributions

2000.0

Unity Trust PC A/C:20343161
Dec direct debits

    
  57.60

Mark Harrod


Inv. 37638 – football post supports- W/Hobbs




Payments made by Bacs transfer: Clerk’s December salary.

Invoices paid via Unity trust – J Oddy’s- £141.77 – invoice to be initialled as paid 

      
 It was RESOLVED that:

(i) The statutory basis for this item be noted as the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2011;

(ii) The List of Payments is approved as presented in the schedule.


Receipts: 

£1600 from Blackmore village hall in payment of the MUGA charge up to 31.12.15 – to be banked.
Grant Payments: Nil.   
            FINANCIAL REPORTS:  Financial Reports to 30th November 2015
In accordance with the reports distributed prior to the meeting, Mrs Nelson (RFO) reported on the figures and answered any queries.  Mrs Nelson advised receipt of £630 to date from the Bull fighters community group to go towards the legal expenses incurred of £855.
It was RESOLVED that:

(i) the statutory basis for this item be noted as the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2011; and,

(ii)       The Financial Reports be noted with no other action necessary with the following exception:

(iii)      A review of maintenance services and costs was being reviewed for future budgeting.

Faulty Christmas Lights, Horsefayre Green, Blackmore – Cllr Mason and the Clerk reported that one complete string of lights had recently stopped working and the supplier, Lamps and Tubes Illuminations had been called out to inspect and repair.  To date, some 40 bulbs had been replaced at a cost of approx £250-£350 but further bulbs were needed.  Cllr Mason had inspected the faulty bulbs and had noticed that the globe casing was letting in water which had blown the bulbs inside.  Lamps and Tubes whilst advising these bulbs could be left out in the trees all year round could not advise why this had happened. They had also advised that to get the bulbs replaced and fully working would cost in the region of a further £350-£450 which had subsequently been put on hold.  No further work was approved by the Clerk or Cllr Mason without first speaking with the PC. However, Cllr Mason and the Clerk had spoken with the company and expressed their disappointment that after a period of only two years the bulbs should have stopped working.  
It was resolved that Cllr Mason and the Clerk would write to Lamps and Tubes immediately querying this and expressing the PC’s disappointment before any further action would be taken as it felt these lights were not fit for purpose.  

Stop the M12 committee/association – fees to be refunded – Cllr Hall advised that he had been contacted by Ian Harries, the Clerk of Mountnessing PC asking him to look into the historic minutes recording the amount outlayed by the PC so a refund could be discussed. Cllr Hall visited the Records Office, Chelmsford and reported that the minutes from 18th June 1992 showed that the PC’s initial outlay had been £3191 towards this.  The minutes of 18th September 1997 showed a 50% refund of £1595.50.  Therefore, the PC was due a final refund of the balance totalling £1595.50.  This information had been passed on to Ian Harries to deal with. The BBPCA had collectively agreed to wind the association up and   
refund monies paid by all PC’s.

3574
FINACIAL POWERS

Discretionary Grant Funding from BBC - Cllr Watley advised that he had queried with Cllr Louise McKinlay, BBC why individual parish council meetings had been called after the recent BBC Parish Council liaison meeting on 30.11.15. He queried why parish council discretionary grants could not have been discussed during the liaison meeting when all councils were present.  Cllr McKinaly had replied that she felt personal discussions relevant to each individual PC was best carried out on a one-to-one basis. 

3575
Roadway Rents 2015

Up to date  

3576
COMMUNITY POLICE MEETING and POLICE MATTERS

No recent meeting held.
Cllr Frost advised that she had seen two parking attendants last week in Blackmore and Cllr Keeble    advised that one parking ticket had been issued as a consequence.  The faulty VAS signs were then discussed as they are not always working and Cllr Naylor asked for this information and she would report this to ECC Highways and ask them to come out and inspect them.
3577
COMMUNITY BUS



Nothing new to report.  All going okay
3578
BLACKMORE CENTRE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE


Nothing new to report.  All going okay
3579
BLACKMORE SPORTS ARENA – (formerly MUGA)

Nothing new to report. All going okay
3580
MOBILE LIBRARY
Terry Smith advised that the new service was still to be finalised by the Library Service and it was hoped this would be received by April.
3581
BRENTWOOD BOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL ASSOCIATION

  Meeting held 2/12/15.  It was reported that emergency planning had been discussed.  Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall and Blackmore Village Hall both had theirs in place with BBC.  This was scheduled for review in April 2016 by BBC. 
3582      Blackmore recycling area – fencing and revised pathway ideas 


Cllr Keeble advised that the decision was due from ECC in March or April 2016. Cllr Keeble is currently looking at the school plan for ‘safety to school’ and will liaise with ECC.

PLANNING COMMITTEE
3583
 PLANS

In accordance with the planning committee reports distributed prior to the meeting, the following meetings had taken place to discuss the planning applications received:

23/11/15 – 15/01368/FUL – Objections raised – refer to planning committee minutes.

7/12/15 –   15/01446/FUL – No objections


                  15/01508/FUL – No objection 
   
                  15/01474/FUL – No objection

                                 15/01499/FUL – Objections raised - refer to planning committee minutes
                                 15/01451/FUL – No objections


14/12/15 – 15/01435/FUL – No objections


                  15/01557/FUL – No objections


                 15/01516/FUL – No objections

                                15/01528/FUL – No objections
It was resolved that the Parish Council approve the planning committee minutes. 

3584
OUTSTANDING ENFORCEMENT ISSUES 
 
In accordance with the planning committee minutes distributed prior to the meeting which are being dealt with by BBC.
Cllr Watley advised that the application for the parking of a Gypsy caravan at Wenlocks Meadows had been refused.

 ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE


There was a meeting of the Environment Committee on 7th December 2015. 
· The Council received and accepted the Committee meeting minutes and the following items of business discussed.
3585
Lockable post for the Green, Blackmore 
The Clerk advised this had been delivered and is in the PC office, pending installation.
3586
Chelmsford Road island (bus turnaround)
The Committee is considering installing 3-4 planters on the island to deter parking or driving on the grass verge.
3587
Bin (Red Rose Lane) not being emptied 
The Clerk had contacted Darren Laver, BBC who confirmed this had now been added to the schedule as it had previously been overlooked.  The Clerk also chased for outstanding copies of the bin emptying schedules as provided by BBC and they had subsequently provided back copies and advised that in future these could be obtained online. 
3588
Replacement bench required outside Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall (next to bus stop)
The old bench had rotted and was beyond repair.  It was proposed by Cllr Mason, seconded by Cllr Lennon and unanimously agreed that a new replacement bench be ordered. The Clerk would organise a recycled material bench rather than wooden.
3589
handrail and footpath over footbridge, Meadow Rise

The committee requested that the Clerk send details to Cllr Ann Naylor for her to take this up with ECC.
3590
The new posts on the Green (reflectors still required)

The Clerk will organise this over the Christmas period

ALLOTMENT COMMITTEE

3591
Cllr Watley has been dealing with the installation of the security gate. All going well.
HERALD MAGAZINE

3592
NEXT EDITION

Terry Smith advised that all was going well and he thanked everyone for their help with the magazine over the last year. The next issue is March 2016. 
RECREATION COMMITTEE

There was a committee meeting held on 8.12.15 and the minutes were circulated prior to the meeting.  

· The Council received and accepted the Committee meeting minutes and the following items of business discussed.
3593
Ted Marriage Field
The Clerk had supplied quotations for:


Replacement springer item at Ted Marriage approved - £750.00. 
3594
Mill Lane Play Area
In accordance with the committee meeting minutes.
3595
Walter Hobbs Recreation Field and Play Area
Committee looking into replacement items for the worn and rotting hexagonal swings.  Clerk obtaining quotations.
3596
Review of Parish maintenance, procedures and procurement of services

· In accordance with the meeting minutes of 26.11.15 distributed prior to the meeting, the procedures were discussed and adopted.  In future, to reduce costs, all maintenance and repair costs were to be collated wherever possible by each committee and unless of an urgent nature, jobs would be grouped together and supplied to the Clerk.  The Clerk would then contact two to three local suppliers (including Kevin Stanbridge) to provide estimates/quotations for the best outcome and competitive pricing before any work would proceed.
· The quotation form drafted by Cllr Lockhart and as circulated prior to the meeting was discussed and minor alterations made.  Cllr Mason proposed, Cllr Keeble seconded and it was unanimously agreed that the above two procedures were adopted with immediate effect.  
3597
Outdoor Gym Equipment 

PC to contribute in the region of £3,240 towards the CIF grant funding received of £9,000 to supply and install outdoor gym equipment and safer surfacing at Ted Marriage as previously approved.  Clerk obtaining further quotations and will also seek if further grant funding available.  
3598
Blackmore Millennium Park

Fireworks event 7th November 2015 – Cllr Keeble advised that the remaining bonfire debris could not be removed and cleaned up until such time that it dries out. He also advised that someone had driven onto the field and churned up the grass as it is currently very wet.  
3599
GRASS CUTTING CONTRACTS – ALL AREAS WITHIN THE PARISH
It was agreed at the meeting on 26.11.15 that all smaller casual cutting and strimming jobs currently undertaken by Kevin Stanbridge would be collated by the committees so the Clerk could ask MD Landscapes to provide a quotation.  It was hoped that this might reduce costs further.
3600    CLERK’S REPORT
The Clerk confirmed that to comply with the ‘Data Protection Act 1998’ she had registered the PC with the Information Commissioners Office (ICO) and was valid from 1.12.15.
3601
 COMMITTEE MEETINGS


Planning
 TBA
5.00pm
Anvil House, Blackmore


Environment
  11.1.16
7.30 pm
Crosse House, Blackmore

Recreation 
 12.1.16
7.00pm
Tipps X Remembrance Hall


Parish Council
 21.1.16
7.30 pm
Tipps X Remembrance Hall 
3602
Brentwood Borough Council – Local Development Plan Consultation 

 
No updates
3603
Superfast Essex, broadband 


No ECC updates provided  
3604
The future of Blackmore Post Office

Cllr Keeble advised that this was still being considered. Whilst it was likely that the Post Office would be placed in the Co-op, consideration and grant funding was still being sought for there to be a community shop in the Blackmore Village Hall. 
3605
The future of the Tipps Cross Post Office 

Cllr Hall advised that the post office would be open for 2 hours per week on a Monday commencing January 2016, 

3606
Defibrillators   

In hand with the Clerk.
INFORMATION EXCHANGE / NEXT AGENDA ITEMS – (for discussion only)   

3607
Cllr Frost enquired about the storage container which was still present outside ‘Ashfields’ and had been for some time now.  Cllr Keeble advised that Gordon Glenday, BBC is aware of this and it would be followed up.
3608
Cllr Keeble would provide the Clerk with a quotation request sheet for replacement frames for the parish banners at Hook End and Blackmore.
3609
Cllr Keeble advised that the football pitches would need cutting as early as possible in 2016 and this would be added to the recreation agenda in 2016. 

END:
There being no further business, the Meeting was closed by the Chairman at 9.20 pm
Followed by refreshments and mince pies.
Signed (Chairman):___________________________________   Date: __________________________ 
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