MEETING OF THE BLACKMORE, HOOK END

& WYATTS  GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Thursday, 16th December 2010 in the Committee Room of Blackmore Village Hall.  Commenced at 7.30pm.  

Members present: Cllrs Madeline Henwood (Chairman), Roger Keeble, Ken Bennett, Vic Dean, Wally Brown, Andrew Watley, Hazel Town, Mary Spiers, Ann Thomas and Sue Wheeler.  Also Susan Barnes (Parish Clerk) and Rosemarie Nelson (Treasurer).

Apologies for absence were received from: Cllr Steven Wheeler. 

Also present: County Councillor Ann Naylor. 

 AMENDMENTS

The minutes were signed by Cllr Henwood as a correct record with the following amendments: 

Page 1, line 1, should read was held in the Committee room of Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.

Item 1323) should read ‘obtained a quote from Goody’s’ and not Oddy & Sons as stated.

DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Nil

OPEN FORUM

A Parishioner wishing to apply for the Parish Council vacancy in the Blackmore Ward was present to watch proceedings.  Her details were passed to the Parish Clerk who would notify Brentwood Borough Council’s (BBC) elections department who would process this application.  The Clerk will notify the applicant once this has been done.

The meeting then proceeded with the following items of correspondence being read out by the Clerk:

CORRESPONDENCE

1350
The Clerk had received licensing information from BBC which the Clerk would pass onto the 
committee of Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall. 

1351
The Clerk read out a letter to the Television’s BBC complaints department regarding their recent 


News bulletin on Monday 13th December 2010, which was sent by Joy Darby (formerly 
Sheppard) of the EALC.  The Localism Bill and the Big Society were 
depicted with reference to 
the ‘vicar of Dibley’ which was felt to be a wholly inappropriate 
comparison with the Parish 
Village and Town Council Sector.  She suggested an apology to the 
sector would be appropriate 
along with some proper examples of the work of the tier, showing 
the value added to 
communities across the sector.

BOROUGH & COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORTS

1352
Borough Cllr Roger Keeble had attended a localism meeting at BBC recently, but at present 
nothing new to report.  


Cllr Henwood spoke about te future of the Town Hall which is still being decided by BBC.  
Due to the amount of work to make the Town Hall habitable on all floors, which is in excess of 
£1 million.  Various avenues are being evaluated including change of premises and there will 
be a public consultation coming up soon.      

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE

1353
FINANCE

The following cheques were approved for payment and signed:

£


Addressee


Description

-


Essex Pension Fund

Clerks pension contribution

 -


S Barnes


Clerks salary

 -


H M Revenue & Customs
Clerks Tax/NI contributions

 -


R Nelson


Book keeping

 422.33


T Smith


£300 magazine editing and £122.33 








expenses

  63.00


V Dean



Painting bus shelters and bench on 








Horsefayre Green

 135.00


SLCC



Membership renewal (Society of local 








Council Clerks)


 130.00


Ryan Barker


maintenance works (Oct)

 357.00


Matthews Plants

planting of parish troughs and war 








memorial

  68.22


I C Brindle & Co

replacement lifebuoy (last one stolen)

  36.00


R D Potter


installing bench at Horsefayre Green

 205.63


The Play inspection Co.

balance of play areas inspected and 








omitted from previous invoice 

  96.71


Veolia Water


supply at B/More playing field

 246.00


M H Sparkes


maintenance work carried out before 








‘contract’ cancelled

   7.64


J Oddy & Sons


supply of nails to Ryan Barker

 154.00


Heatherland ltd


Skip hire

 124.67


JP Electrical


repair lamp post fitting on village green  184.71



B.B.C



Play inspections (Oct/Nov)

  24.00


Costco wholesale

Membership renewal

  18.64


Veolia Water


Supply to war memorial


  

Receipts:  The Clerk advised that Blackmore Village Hall had paid all their accounts up to date.   


Payments: The Public Works Loan Board amount of £1598.14 due out of the account on 31.12.10

1354 
FINANCIAL POWERS


All matters in accordance with the minutes distributed prior to the meeting.  Mrs Nelson reported that the bus repairs, fireworks and final grass cutting bill had been allocated, making it look quite an expensive month but it should be much quieter now.  She reported that the annual bond at Barclays Bank last year was 2%, however it is now only 1.05% and she will look into improving this in the New Year.  She confirmed she had also increased the Council’s fidelity insurance to £50,000 as discussed and approved at the previous PC meeting.  

 

1355
COMMUNITY POLICE MEETING


No further updates.

1356 
COMMUNITY BUS



Nothing new to report

1357
BLACKMORE CENTRE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE


Cllr Henwood reported that they are currently looking at getting a Youth Worker to help out and the Friday Club is now back up and running with volunteers.  

1358
BLACKMORE SPORTS ARENA – (formerly MUGA)


Cllr Keeble reported that all was going well and weather permitting, bookings were ok.

1359
BLACKMORE WEBSITE


Nothing new to report – static.     

1360
RURAL HOUSING


Nothing new to report – it was agreed that this item could be deleted from the agenda for now as no new action.

1361
MOBILE LIBRARY

Nothing new to report 

1362
BRENTWOOD BOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL ASSOCIATION


Cllr Keeble attended last month’s meeting but said there was nothing new to report at present

1363
 ROADWAY RENTS (for invoicing April 2011)


All up to date

1364
BLACKMORE MILLENNIUM PARK - PROGRESS REPORT


Also recycling (Bring site) at Village Hall - (amalgamated Feb ‘10)


Cllr Keeble said nothing new to report at present

PLANNING COMMITTEE


A meeting of the Planning Committee had taken place on 12th December 2010 and the 
respective planning applications had been discussed as follows:    

1365
 PLANS


BRW/778/2010 – No objection but pointed out to BBC that it was against the H7 and green 
belt policies            


BRW/27/2010 – Objected strongly as it is a conservation area.


It was agreed at the meeting that Cllr Watley would become Chair of this committee, taking
 
over from Cllr Town.  Cllr Town would continue to receive the paperwork from the Clerk but 
Cllr Watley would type the minutes and email to BBC the responses.    

1366
OUTSTANDING ENFORCEMENT ISSUES –


Cllr Henwood said that the green waste composting site at Lunnons, Stondon Massey is still being investigated by both ECC and BBC and the application to continue at this site by the owner was rejected at a recent BBC meeting and they would recommend this to ECC also.


Bluebell Farm - Spriggs Lane, Blackmore (mobile home)  


It was noted that enforcement issues remain outstanding.                    


Plot 3, Oak Tree farm, Chelmsford Road, Blackmore, CM4 0PZ – Still outstanding – Existing mobile home plus traveller’s encampment – this has gone to judicial review – pending outcome.



Land adjacent to Oak Fold, Hook End Rd, Hook End – This is subject to the Borough Solicitor being satisfied with evidence issues 


Kiln Farm, Mountnessing Rd, Blackmore – non-complying fence – outstanding 


Planning Committee would chase – updates required.


Lilliput, Chelmsford Rd, Blackmore – Hard standing on public Highway – updates required. 

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

A Meeting of the Environment Committee had taken place on 13th December 2010 and all items were in accordance with the previous committee meeting minutes distributed by the Parish Clerk.  

1367
Drain Clearance and Road Sweeping

All clear – monitoring

1368
Village speed


Being monitored

1369
Allotments

Awaiting land.  Cllr Watley collating names of interested parties but nothing new to report

1370
Ponds

Awaiting quote for posts.  Cllr Wheeler to plant replacement tree.  Island to be tidied in early spring.

1371    Road signs

Still awaiting replacement sign at Red Rose crossroads.  Also Parish sign on Blackmore Road entering Hook End is missing.

1372
Blacksmith’s Alley 


One sign replaced.  Awaiting second sign.  Clerk to chase

 1373
Gunnells Corner – pavement (wheelchair access)

 Being monitored as BBC still declare no budget 

1374
War Memorial


Newly planted by Matthews Plants.  Ryan just to keep tidy.

1375
Planters

All work now completed and invoice received.

AOB:

1.
Exchange House (66 Meadow Rise) – Cllr Keeble reported that BBC had looked into this 
and the resident is complying with the regulations of the licensing act and therefore at 
present there is nothing to enforce.  Delete item and monitor

2.
The Clerk advised that the street lamp on the main Green which was not coming she had 
organised to be repaired which had now been completed and invoiced.   Delete item

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  Monday 10th January – 7.30pm – Crosse house, Blackmore

enw2oHenwood

HERALD MAGAZINE

1376
NEXT EDITION

Nothing new to report.

RECREATION COMMITTEE

1377
A Meeting of the Recreation Committee had not taken place due to inclement weather and 
therefore the inspections could not be carried out by the committee.  The following items will 
be discussed at January’s meeting on 11th January 2011, weather permitting.


Ted Marriage Recreation Field


a)  Play area  
A.6.10



b)  Toy elephant in play area
A.10.10




Mill  Lane Play Area

a) Notice Board 
B.12.09


b) Moles re-appeared 
A.2.10
 

c) Matting under swings
C.7.10


d)  Swing seat/holes                                C.6.10



Walter Hobbs Recreation Field

a)  Football Pitches PLT
B.2.08


b)  Goal mouths
E.6.10




c)  Notice boards
F.6.10



d)  Weed growth
A.11.10



e)  Wood chip
B.11.10



f)  Goal posts
C.11.10



Date of Next Meeting: Tuesday 11th January 2011 – 7.00pm – Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.  

CLERK’S REPORT

1378
Photocopier (office):


The Clerk had written to Canon requesting the £752.00 refund they owed the PC be refunded 
back into the bank account as soon as possible. The Clerk is monitoring the month’s copy 
useage to be able to receive quotes for a replacement machine and useage costs from alternative 
suppliers.


The Clerk also advised that the office phone has virtually no length of battery life left and 
therefore cuts calls short so a new phone is needed.  She currently uses her old house phone 
which she moved from her house to the office last year.  She had sourced a quote for a BT 
answerphone in the region of £35 which the PC agreed to go ahead and purchase.  The Clerk 
would organise this.

1379
 COMMITTEE MEETINGS


Planning
3/1/11    
7.00pm
TBC-pending selection of new chairman


Recreation
11/1/11
7.00pm
Tipps Cross R Hall


Environment     
10/1/11
7.30pm
Crosse house


Tipps X Mgmnt
18/1/11
8.00pm
Tipps Cross R Hall


Parish Council -
20/1/11
7.30pm
Tipps Cross R Hall


P&R
11/1/11
7.30pm
Tipps Cross R Hall

OTHER ITEMS

1380
Fly tipping at Wyatts Green Road – It was reported that this has now been cleared up by the land owner.  Delete from agenda

ANY OTHER BUSINESS – (for discussion only)

1381
Cllr Watley reported that he had noticed that  the footpaths seem to get ploughed up along with the fields by farmers etc but they do not seem to get trodden back down and could block the footpaths.  Monitor this.

1382
Cllr Thomas enquired about the salt bags she understands you can get from ECC for domestic spreading during the snowy weather.  Cllr Henwood said you have to contact them directly to enquire if you were eligible.

1383
Cllr Town advised that Mr Pavitt experienced some problems with the PC xmas lights this year.  He did manage to get them working but suggests they will need some cleaning or looking at in the Spring.  He did not charge for this work or his time which was greatly appreciated by the PC.

1384 
Cllr Dean advised that the residents at Pixies Holt, Hook End have taken out some of the grass verge and it has been concreted subsequent to some building work they have just had done.  Could the Clerk ask Chris Strathers to come and look at this.

1385  
Rosemarie Nelson tendered her apologies for not being able to attend the next PC meeting in January as she has prior commitments.

1386
Cllr Henwood raised the ever looming question as to the PC’s stance if BBC was to cut it’s discretionary grants.  The alternatives seem to be to a) raise the precept which would result in an annual increase to the residents of approximately £16/yr on their Council Tax, or b) reduce the amount of work the PC carries out.  It was felt by the majority that the PC should hold a meeting, and possibly a public meeting, once it has a clearer idea of the intentions of BBC in order to be able to consider the best way forward and budgets available. 

1387
Cllr Henwood also raised the idea of a street party to celebrate the Royal Wedding in April.  This was favourably met by the PC and she will look into it in more detail and what it would entail etc. and report back.

There being no further business, the Meeting closed at 9pm for some mince pies and refreshments.  Cllr Henwood wished everyone a happy Christmas and New Year.



