ORDINARY MEETING OF THE BLACKMORE, HOOK END

& WYATTS  GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Thursday, 19th December 2019 in the committee room of Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.  
Commenced at 7.30pm.    
Members present:  Cllr T Bennett (Chairman), Cllr McCarthy, Cllr K Bennett, Cllr Keeble, Cllr Watley, Cllr Cannon and Cllr Dean. Susan Clapham (Parish Clerk) and Mrs Nelson (RFO). Also in attendance: Terry Smith (Herald Magazine Editor) and County Cllr Lesley Wagland.
1146
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Cllr Tom Bennett, Cllr Keeble and Cllr Thomas.
1147
AMENDMENTS/APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The minutes were signed as a correct record by the Chairman.
1148
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

Cllr Keeble and Cllr Cannon declared an interest as members of the Village Hall Committee in relation to item 1164 on the agenda.
1149    OPEN FORUM 
Nil attendees.
1150
PROGRESS CHECK
· Damaged fence alongside Soap House footpath – The Clerk reported that a small expanse of the Soap House foot path had been damaged and partially knocked down due to what looked like a vehicle taking the bend too quickly. She had the damaged fence removed by Total Landscapes and a quote of £200 had been received to replace that section. Action: Clerk to add this to the POS agenda. 

CORRESPONDENCE
1151
The Clerk distributed to all Members a copy of the BBC Consultation email. As registered Consultees with the Brentwood Local Plan consultation system, BBC had written regarding the current Addendum Statement of Community Involvement consultation for the South Essex Joint Strategic Plan, which is a partner, alongside Thurrock, Basildon, Castle Point, Southend, Rochford and Essex County Council. They advised that this Consultation commenced on Monday 16th December 2019 for 6 weeks and comments are to be received by 5pm on Monday 27th January 2020. A copy of Brentwood Borough Council’s Addendum Statement can be viewed on BBC’s website (http://brentwood.gov.uk/index.php?cid=2380)

1152
BOROUGH & COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORTS

County Cllr Lesley Wagland reported on the following:
· It had been a relatively quiet month due to purdah. Regarding the Paddocks, Ingatestone road resurfacing as reported last month, Cllr McCarthy had been to take photos and these could be circulated via email should anyone wish to see them. 
· Swallows Cross junction mirror – Cllr Wagland liaising with ECC Officers regarding action.
· Mobile Library times – The ECC website published times are now correct.

· Pot holes – Members raised the issue of various pot holes around the Parish, most of which have been reported to ECC with no action at present. Cllr Wagland advised that if the report numbers could be given to her she will chase ECC for answers. 
Borough Cllr Roger Keeble reported on the following:

· There had been flooding to the following locations due to the recent heavy rainfall, and reported as follows:

The pond, Ingatestone Road, near the Co-Op, Village Hall junction with Redrose Lane. The following ECC reference numbers had been given: 2643538,  2640276.  Action: Cllr Keeble will provide any photos along with all ECC reference numbers to Cllr Wagland for her to follow up.

Cllr McCarthy reported that this was also a problem along Hay Green Lane and felt that appropriate flooding risk signage should be introduced to replace the existing ineffective sign. Cllr Wagland reported that even with correct signage, as witnessed in other areas, drivers still risked driving through flooded areas. The POS Committee will consider this and whether proposals should be made for more adequate signage.

· Cllr Keeble reported on a recent planning meeting he had attended at BBC to discuss the planning applications for housing at Crescent Drive, Brentwood, on the old Blood Transfusion Centre site. BBC had reduced the number of apartments from 55 to 35, although the developers had applied for 86 which BBC considered would be over-massing on that site. A seven million pound project for the King Georges playing field was also discussed along with plans to put industrial units at the junction of the A128 with the A127, on the corner by the Church.

· RE: Development of ‘Langdons’, Church Street, Blackmore – Cllr Keeble advised that the owner still hadn’t submitted a planning application to BBC, although BBC had written giving them 21 days to submit an application (dated 11th November). Paulette McAllister (BBC) plans to visit the property to establish if enforcement is required. Action: The Clerk was asked to formally write to BBC asking what action they will be taking. 

· Cllr T Bennett advised that the Schooling checks had been carried out on the children from the Chelmsford Road Travellers site. He is now querying with BBC what is happening in regards to the planning application submitted by them and what course of action is being taken. He and Cllr Keeble are organising a meeting with Cllr Chris Hossack to discuss this in more detail.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE
1153
FINANCE 

ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT – The Clerk presented the following payment schedules and cheques requiring three Member signatures:

£


Addressee



Description
7,000.00

Unity Trust PC A/C 20343161

Online payments

2,186.40

Deckanon Ltd



inv. 848 Ted Marriage repairs

     43.53

Affinity for business


water supply – W Hobbs playing field

    149.31


“    “



 “                       Spriggs Lane – allotment

      22.53

    “         “



 “                       war memorial

    580.00

Matthews Plants


planting – inv 20414

    882.96 

BBC




bins – inv.100318991

1,600.00

Kelhatch press



magazine – inv. 4055

      60.00                        MDL




inv.295

    138.00

Town & Country Landscape

inv.dated 10.12.19 Back Lane ditch

 7,078.50

 “                “



inv dated 10.12.19 – tree work 

1,742.00

Holmes & Hills LLP


inv dated 4.12.19 – LDP legal fees   

      75.00

petty cash  



(December)
Direct bank transfer payments via Unity Trust:

S Clapham (wages) -
Mrs R Nelson -
HMR&C– 
Essex Pension Fund - 

T & E Smith (herald magazine) £564.48 inc. reimbursement of expenses
It was RESOLVED that:

(i) The statutory basis for this item be noted as the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2015;

(ii) The List of Payments is approved as presented in the schedule.

1154   FINANCIAL REPORTS:  Financial Reports to 30th November 2019
In accordance with the reports distributed prior to the meeting which were approved and accepted, the following reports were given.  
· Mrs Nelson reported that the following payments had been made:

MDL hedge works, zip wire/football kick wall payments, pond notice board along with the Walter Hobbs field treatments. 
The cricket and football rents had been paid to us in December from the Village Hall.

Mrs Nelson had drafted a list of projects and commitments which will be considered at the January P&R budget meeting. 

The Mini bus reserve fund is at £7,000. This is now just being used to cover any shortfall of bus fees and costs until it is no longer viable to do so. No new reserves are being set aside for this.

The Clerk had received the latest dog and waste bin service invoice from BBC. A cheque had been raised for payment which the Clerk will send off. The Clerk is liaising with Cllr Chris Hossack to set up a meeting with the PC and Officers to discuss the double taxation issue. Action: Awaiting confirmation of a January date from BBC. 

Receipts: Nil.
It was RESOLVED that:

(i) the statutory basis for this item be noted as the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2015; and,

The Financial Report be noted with no other action necessary.

1155
FINANCIAL POWERS:

The precept and PC budget will be considered at the Policy and Resources meeting scheduled for 8th January 2020. This will be added to the January PC meeting agenda for approval. 
1156
MAGAZINE COMMITTEE

Terry Smith advised that the next deadline is 20th January 2020.

PLANNING COMMITTEE

1157
 PLANS

There had been no meeting of the Planning Committee on 17th December as no plans had been received. 

In Cllr Lockhart’s absence, the Clerk read out items from his report, as follows:
· He had heard back from BBC’s Enforcement Officer that the breach of an Enforcement Notice at Cherry Trees in Poplar Close is due to be heard in the Magistrate’s Court in February or March 2020.
· For general information, he attached the results of all of our planning applications during 2019 – which the Clerk circulated.

· He had attended the BBC Planning and Licencing Committee meeting at the Town Hall on Wednesday 18th December. They had discussed two sites for proposed development in the LDP. One was refused and one was deferred. There was heavy criticism from Members that these applications were pre-empting the Government Inspector’s report on the LDP.
· Subject to further applications being received, the next Planning Committee meeting will be held on Tuesday 14th January 2020 at 5pm.

1158
OUTSTANDING ENFORCEMENT ISSUES – No new updates. 
1159
BBC’s Local Development Plan (LDP) 
· Cllr Tom Bennett is liaising with Lawyers Holmes & Hills – no further updates at present.
· The Clerk had circulated her notes to all Members from the LDP Open Forum event at Blackmore held on 14th November.

POS - (PARKS & OPEN SPACES) COMMITTEE

There was a meeting of the Committee on 10th December and copies of the minutes were distributed by the Clerk prior to the meeting.  

· The Council received and accepted the Committee meeting minutes and discussions took place relating to the following items:
1160
Play area projects
· Red Ant panels at Walter Hobbs - These were completed and installed in November.

· Cabin slide roof repairs at Ted Marriage and Mill Lane – The POS Committee will consider the three quotations received and report back to the PC meeting in January.

· Safety surface under play equipment – Quotations being sought by Cllr Lockhart. To be considered by the POS Committee.
1161
Christmas lights
The invoice received from Joe Garcia of J G Electrics is in dispute. The Clerk has asked for a revised quote, withdrawing the hire fee for the cherry picker from his invoice which still seems to show it. The Clerk has also queried the £410 abort fee from his plant hire supplier, HSS Ltd. Action: To avoid any later charges being incurred, as informed by Joe Garcia, it was proposed by Cllr T Bennett and unanimously agreed that the following amount be paid by bank transfer as follows:
£2,429.23 (estimate amount) less £900 for the cherry picker element. Mrs Nelson would arrange the transfer and the Clerk would email Joe Garcia confirming the arrangement and again request his revised invoice which is still awaited.
1162
USAAF Commemorative plaque


Cllr McCarthy is in the process of sending out invitations to dignitaries.
1163
Recreation signs


The Clerk measured the signs and had sent photos and dimensions to Stuart Allen. He is in the process of making correctly sized signs.
1164
Village Hall – Subsidence

As reported by the Clerk at the POS Committee meeting, the Clerk had received notification to pursue an insurance claim against the PC from the Blackmore Village Hall’s Insurance Underwriters. This, they claimed, was because of the trees along the boundary with the Village Hall, near to the Snooker room corner, had caused the subsidence at the corner of the building. However, the trees mentioned as being the cause, do not belong to the Parish Council. They are on the other side of the boundary line along the public footpath. The Clerk had already had discussions with the PC’s own Insurance Company as well as the legal department, and they advised the following action, which the PC supported: Action: The Clerk will reply to the Underwriters advising them that the trees in question do not belong to the  parish council and are not on parish owned land. They are on the other side of the parish boundary, along the public footpath, belonging to ECC Highways.
1165
Waste bins (Blackmore)
Cllr Keeble advised that the smaller, older waste bins needed replacing at some point. Clerk to add this item to the POS agenda.
1166
PC website migration 

Cllr McCarthy had been collating information and quotes from various suppliers, which had been narrowed down to two contractors. He was liaising with them regarding the website set up. However, due to a lack of response from the original short-listed company, he was now liaising with the alternative supplier.
· Wi-Fi signal booster – due to a loss of wi-fi connection from the Parish office to the Committee room, the Clerk was asked to enquire with Tracy Hinton of Bits & Bytes Essex if she could supply an internet booster to improve wi-fi speeds and signal.

1167
Litter Pick
The POS Committee had set another date for a Litter pick (Blackmore area only)– scheduled for 25th January 2020.

· Clerk to write a thank you letter to the two litter pickers who voluntarily carry out litter picks throughout the year (Ros and Geoff Rose of First Avenue, Hook End).

1168
NAT’s (BBC)

The Clerk advised that they had today completed the clearance work at Mill Lane. They had cleared the brambles and overgrowth along the rear boundary line as requested.


CLERK’S REPORT 
1169
Cllr Tom Bennett had attended advanced Councillor Training courses with EALC - invoices received and cheques raised for payment.  

1170
 COMMITTEE MEETING

Parks & Open Spaces 
  7.1.2020
5.00pm
  Tipps X Remembrance Hall

Planning
  14.1.2020
5.00pm
  Blackmore Village Hall

P&R
8.1.2020
11.00am
  Tipps X Remembrance Hall

Parish Council:
16.1.2020
7.30pm
   Tipps X Remembrance Hall

INFORMATION EXCHANGE / NEXT AGENDA ITEMS – (for discussion only)   

1171
Disabled Parking bay, The Leather Bottle Pub - Terry Smith enquired whether the disabled bay was likely to be re-instated. This had been removed during the renovation works by the new Pub owners. The Clerk was asked to write to Cllr Wagland and supply any previous information she had on file regarding this. It was felt by the Members that as a disabled parking space had previously been allocated for many years, then this should be reinstated. 
END:
There being no further business, the Meeting was closed by the Chairman at 9.15 pm

Mince pies and refreshments were served.
(Chairman):___________________________________   Date: __________________________ 
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