MEETING OF THE BLACKMORE, HOOK END

& WYATTS  GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Thursday, 21st April 2016 in the committee room of Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.  
Commenced at 7.30pm.    
Members present:  Cllr Watley (Chairman), Cllr Keeble (Vice Chairman), Cllr Bennett, Cllr McCarthy, Cllr Hall,  Cllr Lennon,  Cllr Mason, Cllr Dean, Cllr Spiers, Cllr Lockhart, Cllr Town and Cllr Frost.  Susan Barnes (Parish Clerk) and Rosemarie Nelson (RFO) present. 
Mrs Tracy Thomas was also present as she was interested in joining the Parish Council. 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from:  County Cllr Ann Naylor, Terry Smith (Herald magazine editor).
AMENDMENTS TO MINUTES
The March 2016 minutes were signed as a correct record. 
DECLARATION OF INTEREST - Nil
OPEN FORUM 
Cllr Watley welcomed Mrs Weston who attended to thank the council for not opposing her planning application to convert her house into two flats on Nine Ashes Road.  This was now in the hands of BBC pending a decision.
PROGRESS CHECK
To receive reports or updates on items or visits made since the previous ordinary Council meeting or Committee meetings. 
Cllr Watley congratulated the Clerk on her successful completion and CILCA qualification.  He also noted the great occasion and congratulations were expressed on the Queen’s imminent  90th birthday.

The Clerk was asked to investigate with BBC the possibility of the PC owning a ‘gov.uk’ email domain name in light of the fact that the Parish Council will be a fully elected member council in May and the Clerk’s CILCA qualification.  The Clerk to enquire with BBC.
The Clerk read out the response from ECC regarding the PC enquiries in relation to missing and broken finger posts and highways signs in the parish.  ECC advised that they had installed or had planned the installation of certain qualifying directional fingerposts but would not be prioritising wooden finger posts. They advised that there is no specific policy regarding wooden finger posts. All maintenance of ECC assets are prioritised in accordance with their Maintenance Strategy.  Reflective (and lit) road traffic signs of the road network warn of hazards, directions or legal notices including junctions, place names and speed limits, due to the importance of these signs ensuring they are visible during daytime and the hours of darkness must be the priority of the maintenance teams.  

Action:  Could the PC or committees advise the Clerk of any outstanding/missing directional signs so she can inform ECC.
Cllr McCarthy advised that he had seen in the press this week that the Government is to reduce the number of highways furniture such as signs and finger posts.
The Clerk was asked to enquire with Ann Naylor if ECC took the village hall wooden sign (when the Highway Rangers were completing works recently), the village hall would like it returned if that is the case. 

Cllr Dean advised that Highways had recently reinstalled some of the missing cats eyes along the road going to Blackmore, (from Dines Corner to Blackmore).
CORRESPONDENCE

The Clerk reported on correspondence received at the Parish Office since the last Ordinary meeting and subsequent committee meetings as follows:
3725     The Clerk read out the BBC bus passenger transport meeting details. Services to be discussed: 71,72, 73, 80a, 80c, 351.  The next meeting is to be held at BBC Meeting Room 1,  on 27th June – 10am-12noon.  Cllr Dean will hopefully be able to attend.
3726    The Clerk had received correspondence from a resident regarding the disabled bay outside the Leather Bottle Public house which had recently been removed during the pub renovations.  He also asked if  provision for a further disabled bay could be investigated.  The Clerk had replied advising that this would be investigated further with Cllr Roger Keeble and County Cllr Ann Naylor as it would fall within the remit of the local highways/parking authority.  The Clerk advised that regarding the request for an additional disabled bay, there are certain considerations which have to be taken into account such as the size of the car park and the external and local factors which affect the demand for accessible bays.  In line with Disabled Motoring UK legislation, as a rule of thumb, the provision for disabled bays is around 3% of the total car park spaces available and as there are only approximately 6 total parking spaces outside the Leather Bottle, this may not be permissible.  It would be the responsibility of Highways or the pub contractors carrying out the renovations to re-install the missing disabled parking space.

3727
The Clerk advised BBC had written to formally notify the PC of the agreed precept for 2016/17 and the grants payable for 2016/17.  £33,018.18 had already been paid to the PC, leaving a balance of £31,818.92 which will be paid in October.


2016/17 precept               £51,282.00


LCTS Grant                    £  1,832.10


Discretionary Grant       £11,723.00


TOTAL:                          £64,837.10

 
BOROUGH & COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORTS
3728
Cllr Keeble reported the following:

Gordon Glenday, Head of BBC planning, had recently left.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE
3729
FINANCE 

ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT – The Clerk presented the following payment schedules and cheques requiring three Member signatures:

£

Addressee


Description
30.00

EPFA



Annual membership renewal

    
10.00

EPFA



Best kept playing field competition

-
  
S Barnes


Clerk’s April salary

  
273.74

HM Revenue & Customs
April Tax and NI contributions

  
368.11

Essex Pension Fund

April pension contributions

  
295.83

Mrs R Nelson


April book keeping

    
75.00

Petty cash


April

2000.00
Unity Trust PC A.C.no.20343161      Direct debits

    
81.00

Mr K Stanbridge

Inv.4 – 19.4.16 – (bus shelters)

   
36.00

Mr T Lockhart


Reimbursement – map printing for Cllr’s

  
139.54

Affinity water


Allotment water supply

 
934.52

MDL



Grass cutting – inv.380

 
589.41

EALC



affiliation fees – inv.6621

   
42.50

Mr T Bennett


reimbursement – tarpaulin (allotments)

  
262.90

Mr A Watley


reimbursement – Mountfield Tiller (allotments)

  
100.00

Mr S Norris


Allotment rent

             535.00               Blackmore Parochial charities


   
24.60

Mr K Lodge


reimbursement – allotment expenses

1382.70
Arthur J Gallagher

bus insurance renewal 4.5.16

 
875.00

Total Landscapes & Groundworks
inv.dated 1.4.16 – Env.& Rec.maintenance

  
 81.00

K Stanbridge



March – cheque missing in post

      
 It was RESOLVED that:

(i) The statutory basis for this item be noted as the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2011;

(ii) The List of Payments is approved as presented in the schedule.


Receipts: 
1) Notification from BBC of Cllr Henwood’s ward budget to the PC: £540.54 towards the parish defibrillators now concluded.

Payments: To approve the following expenditure:


1) EALC annual affiliation fees 2016/17 - £419.92


2) NALC annual affiliation fees 2016/17 - £169.49


3) Bus insurance renewal £1382.72 (an increase of £82.84 on 2015/16).


The above figures as presented by the Clerk were approved and the cheques signed.


4) To consider and approve the expenditure for the replacement roller shutter doors at the Blackmore village hall complex:


There are three doors requiring replacement. The three quotes sought were considered and the following was proposed by Cllr Keeble:

To accept the quote of £1100.00 per door and proceed with installing ‘Barneys’ door first as this is the most urgent.  If suitable, the other two doors could be installed at a later date. The initial expenditure of £1100.00 was unanimously agreed. It was also agreed after discussions held, that the village hall committee would be asked for a contribution towards the expenditure. 

Grant Payments made: Nil.   
            FINANCIAL REPORTS:  Financial Reports to 31st March 2016
In accordance with the reports distributed prior to the meeting, Mrs Nelson reported on the figures and answered any queries.  Mrs Nelson reported that expenditure was currently within budget and all in good order with the end of year accounts.  Mrs Nelson asked the committees to consider any provisions they might wish to be made for accruals.

The balance of the legal expenses contributed towards the Bull public house fighting fund had been concluded. 

Mrs Nelson handed out the last three years budget comparison sheets and advised the following:
A saving of £5,282.00 had been saved on grass cutting services on the previous year’s figures since switching contracts to MDL.  £1556.00 had been received from the ‘Stop the M12 Residual Association’ which now concluded the matter.  The Herald magazine showed a surplus of income over expenditure and there was £290.00 interest made on the Santander bond.  Mrs Nelson also advised that Trinity Bank would be making a £6 monthly charge on the account used to make direct bank payments but this was accepted and agreed that more payments will be put through this way to better utilise the service.  It was  also noted that the last village hall loan repayment was due in May. 
Cllr Bennett advised that as the end of year figures looked healthy, more reserves towards the play equipment maintenance/upgrades could be set aside.

It was RESOLVED that:

(i) the statutory basis for this item be noted as the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2011; and,

(ii)       The Financial Reports be noted with no other action necessary with the following exception:

(iii)      A review of maintenance services and costs was still being reviewed for future budgeting.

The Clerk reported that as agreed at the March PC meeting, the trade waste contracts for the Blackmore Church had been put in place with 707 Ltd. This service is to be monitored for regular fortnightly collections.

3730
FINACIAL POWERS
 The Clerk confirmed that the revised salaries commencing April had been put in place.  The Committee room at Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall had also been booked for the auditors visit in June.

3731
Roadway Rents 2016

Clerk has re-invoiced.
3732
COMMUNITY POLICE MEETING and POLICE MATTERS

No updates at present.
3733
COMMUNITY BUS



The Clerk advised that all was in order and fairly regular bookings being received.  Clerk to organise the following:

The insurance renewal due 4th May at a cost of £1382.72 (an increase of £82.84 on last year) would be put in place.


The annual service due in May would be booked along with the MOT (due 6th May) with W Hart Cars, Wyatts Green.


A payment of £165.00 (against the credit card) would be made for the annual road tax.


The running cost of the bus was discussed and it was established that as the community bus presently costs the PC between £900-£1000 per year, it would continue to offer this useful resource for the foreseeable future.

3734
BLACKMORE CENTRE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE


Cllr Keeble advised that he was investigating the possibility of having roof storage for equipment to be stored at the centre.
3735
BLACKMORE SPORTS ARENA – (formerly MUGA)

Cllr Keeble advised that income was slightly down on last year.  Gill Barclay was no longer able to take on the bookings for the village hall complex and John and Helen Cannon were welcomed into the new secretarial role.
3736
MOBILE LIBRARY
All OK at present
3737
BRENTWOOD BOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL ASSOCIATION

  Cllr Watley discussed the present situation regarding cancelled meetings due to a lack of attendance plus the secretarial role which will become vacant in June when Louisa Hicks leaves the role, after the AGM.   Cllr Watley and the Clerk had discussed various options which had then been put to the BBPCA for consideration.  It was felt that perhaps meetings could be called as items arose of concern to the PC’s, so the BBPCA could still act in unison and the Council calling the meeting would then chair and minute the meeting, thus removing the need for a paid permanent secretary.  The other members of the BBPCA did not think this was a good idea and would weaken the committee so it was agreed it would be discussed at the AGM on Wednesday 8th June at 7pm which is to be held at Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.  Cllr Watley and the Clerk will attend and host.
3738      BLACKMORE RECYCLING AREA – fencing and revised pathway ideas 


In hand with ECC.  Likely to go ahead, pending decision.
3739
MAGAZINE COMMITTEE

In the absence of Terry Smith, Cllr McCarthy advised that copy must be in this weekend with Terry and Eileen Smith.  A new advertiser was being sought for the back cover page.

PLANNING COMMITTEE
3740
 PLANS

In accordance with the planning committee reports distributed prior to the meeting, the following meetings had taken place to discuss the planning applications received:

21/3/16 – 16/00251/FUL – Some concerns raised (refer to planning committee report of 21.3.16).

                16/00209/FUL – No objections raised.


                16/00282/FUL – No objections raised.


                16/00337/FUL – No objections raised.


                16/01499/FUL – Objections raised (refer to planning committee report of 21.3.16) .


                16/00303/FUL – No objections raised.  
         

14/4/16 – 16/00350/FUL – No objections raised.


                16/00413/FUL – No objections raised.


                16/00404/FUL – No objections raised


                16/00418/FUL – No objections raised


                16/00408/FUL – No objections raised


                16/00398/FUL – No objections raised


It was resolved that the Parish Council approve the above planning committee minutes. 

The Clerk had passed to the Planning Committee details of the ECC consultation on ‘Review of Essex Parking Standards, Design and Good Practise 2016’ appraisal.  The Committee to discuss this at its next meeting.

3741
OUTSTANDING ENFORCEMENT ISSUES 
 All in accordance with the planning committee minutes distributed prior to the meeting which are being dealt with by BBC. Cllr Watley was asked to investigate with BBC, the following:
Oak fold and Lilliputt.

Cllr Keeble advised that BBC had refused the planning application to erect a tall fence outside the front of 10 Wyatts Green Road as it did not comply with the regulations in force.

 ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE


There was a meeting of the Environment Committee on 11.4.16. 
· The Council received and accepted the Committee meeting minutes and the following items of business discussed.  
3742
Bad condition of pavements in St Lawrence Gardens and Meadow Rise
Cllr Town asked the Clerk to send another chaser to Ann Naylor, ECC regarding this.
3743
RCCE’s Best Kept Village competition 2016

The Committee decided to enter this competition.
3744
NAT’s list of work to be completed

List supplied by Committee:

· Branches and debris left in ditches on Blackmore Road between Green Lane and Copyhold Farm and between Wenlocks Lane and Hook End Lane to be removed.

· Planks of wood on side of road opposite houses on St Lawrence Gardens to be removed.

· Clear Soap House Corner footpath and cut back vegetation.

· Litter pick and remove rubbish along Wyatts Green Road, Pettitts Lane, Mountnessing Lane.

3745
Bus shelter in need of repair – By Plovers Barron, Church Lane  

This had been reported by the Clerk to both BBC and ECC as the responsibility had not been established due to the recent changes within the organisations. Both BBC and ECC had responded initialling saying that this shelter was not their responsibility but the Clerk would go back to them and advise that this shelter, along with the other parish bus shelters, were not owned by the PC and had been installed by BBC or ECC.
3746
War Memorial and Blackmore Roundabout

Quotes to be sought to regularly maintain these from April to November.
3747
Blackmore Roundabout, line markings


The Committee does not accept that this can be ignored by ECC as re-lining would not be prioritised and that drivers should refer to the highway code when approaching the roundabout. The Clerk is to take photos of the roundabout and its location and supply to ECC for inspection. 


Deferred to next Environment Committee meeting:


Cllr Watley will raise the following subject for consideration at the next committee meeting:


Moving the dog bin from the Millenium Park overflow car park near the dual bin and move to Blackmore Road, the meadow.


Cllr McCarthy advised that he had reported the ‘dumped’ one tonne bag of ballast outside the Mill Lane Play area to Travis Perkins, pending its removal.
ALLOTMENT COMMITTEE

3748
Tenants being re-invoiced for 2016/17.

The following expenditure to be approved and cheques signed:


Mr T Bennett – reimbursed for purchase of tarpaulin for allotment garden of £42.50


Mr A Watley to be reimbursed for purchase of Mountfield Tiller £250.00 plus oil £12.90 (Total £262.90)


The above was unanimously agreed and approved.

RECREATION COMMITTEE

There was a committee meeting held on 12/4/16 and the minutes were circulated prior to the meeting.  

· The Council received and accepted the Committee meeting minutes and the following items of business discussed.
3749
Ted Marriage Field
In accordance with the committee meeting minutes. 
3750
Mill Lane Play Area
In accordance with the RosPA advisory – the surface underneath the cabin slide and swings needed re-levelling and the safety tiles needed lifting up and re-positioning to a suitable flat level.  The quote received so far was in the region of £850.00 but further quotes were being sought.
The feasibility of installing access hand rails to the site was also being investigated.
3751
Walter Hobbs Recreation Field and Play Area
Hexagonal swing set – equipment scheduled to be removed at the end of April.
A parishioner donation for a commemorative bench had been considered and approved. This was made by the family of the late Ann Doherty of Blackmore.  It was agreed that the Clerk would receive the donation from the family before proceeding with the purchase and installation of the recycled material bench, with the preferred low maintenance bench supplier used by the PC, at the Walter Hobbs Field. The family would be responsible for the commemorative plaque. 

3752
Outdoor Gym Equipment 
The Clerk had queried with HAGS SMP the use of plastic perimeter tape instead of the contractually agreed Heras site security fencing which the PC would be charged £1265.00 for.  Shortly after this query, a few days later Heras fencing appeared on both sites.  The Clerk had also queried with HAGS SMP that the ground anchors/footings to the equipment would indeed be cemented in after concerns were raised with the contractor at a recent site meeting.  More importantly, it had been reported to HAGS SMP that the contractors had started to install the footings at Walter Hobbs in the wrong area.  Where the contractor had placed the footings obstructed the cricket sight lines and the contractor agreed to immediately remove them and relocate to the correct place as agreed.  Being monitored through to completion. 
3753
Blackmore Millennium Park
Cllr Keeble advised that the bonfire debris would soon be removed.
3754
GRASS CUTTING CONTRACTS – ALL AREAS WITHIN THE PARISH

Being monitored during the grass cutting season.
3755    CLERK’S REPORT
· Forthcoming Parish Elections on 5.5.16 – The Clerk had received confirmation from the BBC elections office that there had been no contested nominations and therefore it would be an uncontested election on 5.5.16.  
· The Clerk advised the next round of EALC training days which included new councillor training days as well as Chairman training days.

· The Clerk wished to record congratulations to Terry and Eileen Smith on producing such a superb parish magazine.  The CILCA markers had commented that they were impressed by the substantial nature of the Parish magazine and a lot of effort obviously went into it.  The PC members concurred with this and wished to thank them for their continued good work.

· The Clerk re-distributed the nesting season information to members as had been requested at the last PC meeting.

3756
 COMMITTEE MEETINGS


Planning
 26.4.16
5.00pm
Anvil House, Blackmore


Environment
 9.5.16
7.30 pm
Crosse House, Blackmore

Recreation   
10.5.16
7.00pm
Tipps X Remembrance Hall


Parish Council
 19.5.16


Annual Assembly: 

7.00 pm
Tipps X Remembrance Hall 

Annual Meeting:

7.30pm
  “               “                “
3757
Brentwood Borough Council – Local Development Plan Consultation 

 
Pending updates/outcome from BBC.
3758
Superfast Essex, broadband 


No ECC updates provided  
3759
The future of Blackmore Post Office

Cllr Keeble advised that the post office was to be placed in the Blackmore Co-Op store, pending the agreement being signed. 
3760
Blackmore Community Shop

Cllr Keeble advised that the village hall was applying for the building regulations for the conversion.  As it was to be used as commercial use, the business proposers would do a presentation to the PC giving the facts and figures and the feasibility study details. 
3761
Defibrillators   

The Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall defibrillator was being held at the Clerk’s office, pending training for volunteers.  The British Heart Foundation would contact the Clerk as soon as the funding re-opened to apply for a community defibrillator for the village hall complex.
INFORMATION EXCHANGE / NEXT AGENDA ITEMS – (for discussion only)   


Cllr Spiers advised that she would not be re-standing as a Parish Councillor. Cllr Watley thanked her for her time and input during her time on the PC and all wished her well for the future.


Cllr Town advised that she would be raising the flag on the War Memorial to commemorate St Georges Day.


Cllr Frost asked if the option of alternate meetings being held at Blackmore village hall could be considered in the future.


Cllr Keeble reminded everyone to make use of the free advertising section in the Gazette to advertise and promote local matters and events.  People can contact him with any news for inclusion.

END:
There being no further business, the Meeting was closed by the Chairman at 9.55 pm
Signed (Chairman):___________________________________   Date: __________________________ 
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