MEETING OF THE BLACKMORE, HOOK END

& WYATTS  GREEN PARISH COUNCIL

Held on Thursday, 16th April 2015 in the committee room of Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.  
Commenced at 7.30pm.    
Members present:  Cllr Watley (Chairman), Cllr Bennett,  Cllr McCarthy, Cllr Mason, Cllr Hall, Cllr Spiers, Cllr Frost and Cllr Dean.   Rosemarie Nelson (Responsible Financial Officer - RFO) present.
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from:  Councillors Henwood, Keeble, Lennon and Town and also from Mrs Barnes, Parish Clerk.
Also present:  Mr Terry Smith – Herald magazine editor.

AMENDMENTS

The March 2015 minutes were approved and signed by Chairman Cllr Watley as a correct record.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

No Disclosable Pecuniary Interests, Other Pecuniary Interests, or Non-Pecuniary Interests relating to items on the agenda were presented.
OPEN FORUM 
Cllr Watley welcomed the meeting.  There were eight residents in attendance.  Concern was expressed regarding a planning application submitted to BBC by the current owner to de-licence the Bull Public House.    Residents wished to see the building retained as a public house and not become a private dwelling.   Cllr Watley confirmed that he had contacted Charlotte White of the BBC Planning Department who has extended the duration of the planning process until 7th May when a decision will be made.   Cllr Watley recommended that any letters of opposition should be submitted as soon as possible and not later than 30th April, a week before the planning committee meets.    Letters and emails would be accepted but Cllr Watley considered that one of the best ways to register opposition is to access the BBC Planning Department online (brentwood.gov) and give comments directly onto their planning system.    
Cllr Watley reported that he had distributed notes to a small number of residents very local to the Bull but he recognised that a broader publicity “campaign” might be needed.   

Mrs J Woods asked whether, if the current owner’s application was rejected, the case would go to appeal via Bristol.    Cllr Watley could not answer this but he stressed the importance of as many people as possible submitting their views to BBC Planning.  A further possibility is that one of the Borough Councillors will raise the issue at Council Chamber level.   He confirmed that there had been at least three offers to purchase the Bull and run it as a pub/restaurant at a price which would not disadvantage the current owner, so he believed that she had a very poor case for requesting change of use. 
Cllr Watley had prepared a response on behalf of the Parish Council which he then read out to the meeting.  A copy is attached and forms part of these minutes.   Mrs Woods reminded that the petition previously raised had specifically referred to the Bull not being granted a Change of Use.   Mrs Woods will provide the number of objectors who had signed the petition to Cllr Watley.   Cllr Mason stressed that Change of Use should be emphasised in Cllr Watley’s proposed submission.   Mr John Webb considered that the planning application only deals with the downstairs of the Bull PH and he asked whether Cllr Watley’s submission needed to highlight this.   Cllr Mason responded that he believed any Change of Use would refer to the whole of the property, not just the downstairs area.   In this regard, it was recognised that it could be financially beneficial to any future owner of the Bull if the upstairs was rented out on a commercial basis.   Cllr Watley considered that his submission will adequately cover previous points raised regarding the destruction of a listed building.    However it is unlikely that the BBC Planning Department or English Heritage will require reinstatement of the former bar and internal fittings/fixtures.    He further commented that BBC Planning will have to be very careful in its deliberations regarding the Bull, in view of the well-publicised opposition to the Change of Use – both previously and now.

Cllr Watley confirmed that his submission may be used as support for protest letters from residents.  However it is important that residents send independent comments, rather than just quoting from his document.    Mrs Smith reported that she had written to Eric Pickles regarding the Bull but he had responded stating that he could not become involved due to his Planning role for the Government.    He confirmed that copies of the submission will be sent to Eric Pickles with a suggestion that he passes this to a colleague for consideration/action, in view of the fact that it is in his constituency and the restrictions on him due to his own governmental position on planning.  
Following the discussions, Cllr Watley asked for a vote on the wording of the objection from the Parish Council Planning Committee.   Cllr Mason proposed, Cllr Frost seconded and the document was approved unanimously for submission to BBC Planning Department, with copies to Mr Pickles and also interested residents present at the meeting. 
Action:  AW/PClerk
A resident then enquired as to whether there had been any further action on the Red Rose Lane field.   Cllr Watley confirmed that the Parish Council had heard nothing further.    Certain sites had been included in the BBC’s Strategic Plan for the whole Borough and this did include Red Rose Lane and the fields behind Wollard Way and Orchard Piece.   He explained that the Council is obliged to include any possible development opportunities on the Strategic Plan but this does not mean that the area will be developed.   It is expected that builders will delay any development action until the Plan has been concluded and approved (probably Autumn 2015).
The meeting then resumed with the following items of business.

PROGRESS CHECK
To receive reports or updates on items or visits made since the previous ordinary Council meeting or Committee meetings.  In response to a letter from the NHS entitled “Controlled locality determination in relation of H End and W Green”, Cllr McCarthy had prepared a letter which was sent by the Parish Clerk, asking for clarification.    No response has yet been received from the NHS.
CORRESPONDENCE
The Clerk reported on the following correspondence received at the Parish Office since the last Ordinary meeting and subsequent committee meetings:-
3278
The Treasurer read out a letter which had been received (unsigned and un-named) outlining the future closure of the Blackmore Post Office and plans for relocating the existing business to the Blackmore Village Hall, where a Post Office, shop and tea room would provide a community hub.    The purpose of the document was unclear in that no specific request for funds or a Parish Council grant was made.    Cllr Watley confirmed that a Post Office representative had visited the Village Hall and he had been happy with the proposed set-up.    Any further action will be deferred until more information is available.
BOROUGH & COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORTS
3279
In the absence of Borough and Council Councillors, no reports were available.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

POLICY & RESOURCES COMMITTEE
3280
FINANCE 

ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT – The Clerk presented the following payment schedules and cheques requiring three Member signatures:

£

Addressee


Description

     -

Essex Pension Fund

April – Pension Contributions

    520.00
Blackmore Parochial Charities
Walter Hobbs field rent

      75.00
Petty cash


April

    -

H M R & Customs

April – TAX and NI

    165.00
Post Office Ltd


Community bus – 1 year’s road tax due 30 Apr 15

 2,172.00
Adaptainer


Allotment storage container and haulage

 1,070.40
MD Landscapes (Anglia)
Grass cutting (invoice 48)

 1,566.00
BBC



Invoice 100136832 – litter & dog bin services

 4,774.80
Hugh Pearl (Land Drainage)
Revetment works to pond (as per quote 3315)

 1,460.00
Kelhatch Press


Invoice 3520 – Herald magazine, March issue

      75.00
Mr T Smith


Underpayment of 2014/15 Herald magazine editing

    -

Mrs R Nelson


Book keeping

      80.00
Mr K Stanbridge

Reimbursable expenses

    472.50
Mr K Stanbridge

Maintenance work March/April 

Noted: Bank transfer 20.4.15: Clerk’s April wages as raised by Mrs R Nelson (RFO) and approved by Cllr Watley 

and Cllr McCarthy

      
 It was RESOLVED that:

(i) The statutory basis for this item be noted as the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2011;

(ii) The List of Payments is approved as presented in the schedule.

Receipts: As advised by the Clerk
· Notification from BBC for payment of the Parish Precept £32,091.65.
            FINANCIAL REPORTS:  Financial Reports to 31st March 2015
Mrs Nelson (RFO) reported that March had been a quiet month and all was in accordance with the Financial Report distributed prior to the meeting.   Income was virtually on budget for the year.  Expenditure was below budget but most of this difference arose from reserves and provisions not being used during the year.  Barclays Bank had confirmed that it was unable to automatically transfer BACS payments from any new account to the Council’s main account and she therefore recommended that the Herald BACS payments should continue to be received into the main account, which was approved.   She is preparing the final year-end figures and the internal auditor will be visiting to undertake the audit on 9th June with the accounts being available for approval at the June Parish Council meeting.    Following an earlier discussion, Mrs Nelson had enquired how long cheques are held by Barclays Bank.   The bank holds cheques for six months and the auditor has confirmed that there is no longer any requirement for copies of cheques to be returned to the Parish Council.   Mrs Nelson will therefore notify Barclays that copy cheques are no longer required.    Mrs Nelson reported that the MDL invoice included the new areas which have been transferred to them from Mr Stanbridge (at £100 per cut) and reflected the small agreed increase for cutting for Walter Hobbs and Ted Marriage fields.  However, MDL had omitted a small charge (£19.50) for cutting the Chelmsford Road verge and this will be added to the next invoice.
It was RESOLVED that:

(i) the statutory basis for this item be noted as the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2011; and,

(ii)       The March 2015 Financial Reports be noted with no other action necessary.
PHOTOCOPIER CONTRACT
It was noted that the new Parish photocopier was installed on 15th April. 

The meeting then resumed with the following items of business.
3281
COMMUNITY POLICE MEETING

No meeting had been held but Mr Smith reported that the Police had visited the Blackmore Village Hall where they had parked in the car park, awaiting visits by local residents.   However, no notice of this visit had been given and this, coupled with the location, meant that there was very little interest.    Mr Smith reported that Essex Police will only notify the public of such visits via their Essex Police Message Service, which sends information to individual mobile phones.    This is considered to be totally inadequate and the Clerk will be asked to contact the Police asking them to park near Horsefayre Green (not the Village Hall) and give advance warning of their visits by way of a notice on the green.
Action:  Parish Clerk
3282
COMMUNITY BUS



Nothing to report.   
3282
BLACKMORE CENTRE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE

Mrs Nelson will chase the Youth Centre for their latest set of accounts.   
Action:  RN
3284
BLACKMORE SPORTS ARENA – (formerly MUGA)

Nothing to report.
3285
MOBILE LIBRARY
Mr Smith had heard a rumour that there may be cuts to the service at the end of the year.
3286
BRENTWOOD BOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL ASSOCIATION
  The next meeting, which is the AGM, is scheduled for 3rd June 2015 and to be held in the committee room of the Tipps Cross Remembrance Hall.
3287      Blackmore recycling area  


The Clerk has contacted BBC and the recycling area will be closed on 1st May.   A notice has been erected in the Village Hall area notifying residents of this closure.
Cllr Bennett reported that following the closure of the Crown Corner recycling site, a fast-food van has based itself in the area.   Cllr Keeble will be notified of this situation with a view to the van being removed.







Action:  RK
BLACKMORE MILLENNIUM PARK

3288
 PROGRESS REPORT

Cllr McCarthy reported that additional/new dog fouling notices will be posted in this area where the problem of dog fouling is getting worse.

PLANNING COMMITTEE
3289
 PLANS

The following planning meetings were held since the last ordinary council meeting.  All in accordance with the planning reports made by the committee.

14th April  – Applications discussed: 


15/00235/FUL – No objections

15/00180/FUL – No objections

An amusing situation had arisen regarding the Allotment Garden site.   A large amount of preparatory work is currently being undertaken there which had prompted a local resident to contact BBC Planning Department to ask if the land was being developed for housing.   BBC Enforcement Officer contacted Cllr Watley who was able to assure them that this was not the case.


Cllr Bennett asked whether any plans had been received covering the major amount of work currently being undertaken at Chivers Farm, on the farthest corner of Wyatts Green Road.   It was clarified that this land is in Mountnessing Parish and therefore no information had been received.

3290
OUTSTANDING ENFORCEMENT ISSUES 
 
Cllr Watley reported that he has chased Gordon Glenday, Planning Department at BBC regarding outstanding enforcements as well as the ‘Jericho’ wall and Pixies Halt.  To date there has been no response so Cllr Watley will chase again.  
Action:  AW
3291
BBC LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN


Mrs Nelson read out to the meeting the response from Mr Phil Drain of BBC Planning Department, regarding the omission of the Parish Council’s response in the LDP newsletter.   Mr Drain apologised for this oversight and assured the Parish Council that its submission had been received and will be considered alongside those from the other Parish Councils.
 ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

There was a meeting of the Environment Committee on 9th April 2015 and copies of the 
minutes were distributed by the Clerk prior to the meeting.  

· The Council received and accepted the Committee meeting minutes and the following discussions took place relating to items:
3292
Parish Speed

Refer to environment minutes (April).
3293
Allotments

Cllr Watley gave a brief update on the progress of the allotment project.    He reported that water pipes have been pulled in and nearly all have been connected.   The final drainage channel to the road will now be dug ready for water to be connected to the site by Affinity.    Most of the hard-standing has been laid and tenants are already beginning to tend their plots and plant potatoes.   The container is due for delivery next week.    There was a slight delay in finalising the Head Lease but this has now been signed and completed with the help of BBC Legal Department.   Tenants’ leases are being completed and cheques received for the initial deposits and rent and around 14 plots have been taken up.   The Clerk has posted notices at the various notice boards giving contact information etc.    The local Barrow Farm Riding School for the Disabled has offered to supply manure to the site on a regular basis.     
3294
Ponds
Cllr Dean reported that the area near the pond needs to be reseeded.  Cllr Watley offered some of the grass seed which has been purchased for the Allotment Garden but if this is used, the area will have to be netted to prevent the ducks from eating the seed.   The Environment Committee will therefore decide whether turf might be a better option.
3295
Posts – The Green, Blackmore

It was reported that Mr John Bell, the local contractor who had been installing new wooden posts on the main village green, had amputated part of a finger whilst undertaking this work.   Installation of the new posts will therefore be delayed.   The Council expressed how sorry it was to hear about this accident and wished Mr Bell a speedy recovery.
3296
Chelmsford Road – island at junction



The NATs team is to undertake this work in May, when they next visit.
3297
Christmas lights – Kiln Field, Wyatts Green
Cllr Mason circulated a proposal on behalf of the Environment Committee for Christmas lights to be installed in Wyatts Green.    He had held discussions with Piggotts, who also supply lights for Regent’s Street, Covent Garden and other high-profile locations and they have submitted a quotation for installing and providing lights for 2 trees in Wyatts Green Road at a cost of £5,273 + VAT.   Cllr Frost enquired regarding future maintenance but whilst this had not been discussed, as Piggotts is a local company which has its own cherry picker, it was expected that maintenance costs would be small.   A timing switch will be included when the lights are installed and electricity is being supplied from a local resident’s house.   The cost of this will be reimbursed by the Parish Council.   Cllr Mason confirmed that Piggotts’ quotation was the cheapest of three quotes he had received.    Accordingly, Cllr Mason proposed, Cllr Dean seconded and it was unanimously agreed that new lights would be ordered for Wyatts Green Road.  The Clerk will be asked to raise the necessary purchase order. 


Action: Parish Clerk
3298
BINS
Mr Stanbridge has been asked to install the bin already in storage at the cross roads of Red Rose Lane.
3299  
Deeds – Soap House Footpath fence (ownership)

The Clerk has requested Mr Stanbridge to provide a further quotation to carry out simple repair works in this area as his initial quotation was too expensive.  
3300 
Parish Spring Clean – 21st March – 10am


This was undertaken as scheduled and a good number of residents assisted.
3301
Other: Bench quotations required
The committee proposed installing four seats around the parish and the Clerk was asked to obtain prices based on the recycled or plastic, wood look-a-like seats.  It was noted that a Parishioner has offered to supply two benches; further information is awaited.
HERALD MAGAZINE

3302
NEXT EDITION

Terry Smith advised that all was going okay at present.  The next deadline is 26th April.
RECREATION COMMITTEE
There was a committee meeting held on 7th April 2015 and the minutes were circulated prior to the meeting.  

· The Council received and accepted the Committee meeting minutes and no further discussions were required.
3303
Ted Marriage Field
Refer to recreation minutes (April).   A report had been received from a local resident that organised football matches were being regularly played on the Ted Marriage field, giving rise to parking and nuisance problems.    Cllr McCarthy had investigated the wording of the covenant on the Ted Marriage field.   He had previously believed that this was gifted to the Parish but it transpired that the Parish Council had paid £11,000 for the land in 1980.    Cllr Hall believed that there was a set of legally registered by-laws governing the use of the recreation fields but it was currently unclear as to where these are displayed.     There was a risk, in preventing the use of the field for football, that the Parish Council would be considered a “kill-joy”.   It had not been possible to ascertain whether the players were paying for their games and coaching.   If it is established that the use is of a casual nature, then the Parish Council has no objections.  If, however, the players are paying to play, then field rent may have to be considered (as with Walter Hobbs).
3304
Mill Lane Play Area
Refer to recreation minutes (April).
3305
Walter Hobbs Recreation Field and Play Area
Refer to recreation minutes (April).

3306 
Outdoor Gym Equipment 

Refer to recreation minutes (April).  Cllr McCarthy reported that there had been some confusion as to exactly what was required, i.e. whether the Council was to make multiple applications for two sites or just Ted Marriage.   He confirmed that if equipment was placed in two sites, the cost would be of the order of £8,000.   He proposed that, initially, applications should be made to CIF and BBC for the two sites.    This was seconded by Cllr Mason and approved by all present except for Cllr Hall who abstained.



Action:  NMcC/Parish Clerk
3307
GRASS CUTTING CONTRACTS – ALL AREAS WITHIN THE PARISH
MD Landscapes Ltd commenced the new grass cutting contract regime in March 2015.  

3308    CLERK’S REPORT

On behalf of the Clerk, Mrs Nelson tabled the previously circulated draft “Freedom of Information Publication Scheme” which sets out contact details for all documents/items related to the Parish Council.   The adoption of this document was proposed by Cllr Hall, seconded by Cllrs Bennett and Spiers and unanimously approved.

In this regard, Cllr Frost requested that her telephone number be removed from the Contacts section of the Herald magazine.   However, it was considered that all Councillors’ telephone details should be published in the magazine and Cllr Frost agreed to continue this arrangement.
3309
 COMMITTEE MEETINGS


Environment
  11/5/15
7.30 pm
Crosse House, Blackmore


Planning
  20/4/15
5.00 pm
Anvil House, Blackmore


Recreation 
  12/5/15
7.00pm
Tipps X Remembrance Hall


Annual Assembly: 
  21/5/15
7.00pm


Followed by Parish Council
7.30 pm
Tipps X Remembrance Hall 
3310
Brentwood Borough Council – Local Development Plan Consultation 

 
On behalf of the Clerk, Mrs Nelson distributed copies of the March LDP newsletter from BBC.
3311
Superfast Essex, broadband – Cllr McCarthy reported that he would be writing an article for the forthcoming edition of the Herald regarding the alternative method of obtaining improved broadband coverage.
3312
The future of Blackmore Post Office – As reported above under Correspondence.

The future of the Tipps Cross Post Office – Nothing further to report.
3313
Defibrillators – The Clerk has registered interest to apply for two free defibrillators with the Ambulance Service.  Free training will also be given to community representatives – still pending response.    The Clerk has chased for a response.
INFORMATION EXCHANGE / NEXT AGENDA ITEMS – (for discussion only)   

3314
Light – Nine Ashes Road, near the village hall - Cllr Keeble advised that the street light on Nine Ashes Road, by the village hall was not working.  Pending further update from Cllr Keeble.
3315
Light pollution at Cherry Trees on the corner of Poplar Close, Blackmore – Cllr Spiers reported that the newly installed lighting on “Cherry Trees” was of an unnecessarily bright level and as a result, constituted light pollution in the local area.    The Clerk is asked to contact BBC to obtain the regulations covering lighting levels, especially as these affect local residents.   Similar problems are evident where residents have installed bright lights on their gate posts (especially in Hook End Road) which can create problems to drivers.    Action:  Parish Clerk
3316
Availability of appointments at Deal Tree Surgery – Cllr Bennett reported that it is becoming more and more difficult to book an appointment at the doctors’ surgery and he has recently had to wait four weeks for a standard, non-urgent appointment.    The surgery reports on the number of missed appointments but does not report when patients have made multiple forward appointments which are subsequently cancelled.    He believed that this latter custom exacerbates the situation.    Cllr Spiers informed the meeting that she is a member of the Surgery Participation Panel and confirmed that letters are sent to those patients who do not attend.   It was acknowledged that this is a serious problem and Cllr Spiers was asked to raise the issue at the next Panel meeting on 19th May.
Action:  MS
END:
There being no further business, the Meeting was closed by the Chairman at 9.50 pm
Signed (Chairman):___________________________________   Date: __________________________ 
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